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PREFACE 


os ry K POT reerptih 
given to the following Dif- 
en courſes, when printed ſepa- 
. tately, having encouraged 
the collecting them into a Volume, 
the Author has endeavoured fo to 
 ratige them, that they may give light 
aud ſtrength to each v5 The 
JSertmens containing the Proofs of 
tke Exiſtenee and moral Providence 
of God, and the internal Evidences 
for the truth and divine authority 
of the Chriſtian Religion, are there 
fre plactd in the begining, being 
che foundations on which Chriſtian 
M13, A 2 | Con- 


iv 


Contentment, and the belief of a fu- 
ture Judgment reſt. And a Diſ- 
courſe containing a particular ac- 


PREFACE. 


count of the Bleſſedneſs and Reward 
of the Faithful, properly follows 
thoſe on the laſt Judgment, and its 


infinitely important conſequences. 


The Volume hath this to recom- 


mend it to the pious and virtuous, 


that it contains not matters of angry 
Controverſy, or doubtful Specula- 


tions, but important Principles of 
Religion, and Sentiments in which 


the generality of judicious Chriſtians 


agree. The natural and obvious 
tendency of them alſo is, to render 
the perſon who cultivates them hap- 
py in himſelf, and a bleſſing to all 


around him, and further, by ſuiting 
his temper to the expected bleſſed- 


neſs of Immortality, to give him 
ſome foretaſtes of it here, and to 
chear him i in Life and 1 in-Death with 


the 


PREFACE. 


"Perſons Ie this cimpess tha Au- 
thor begs leave to inform, that he 
ſhall ſoon publiſh another Volume 
of Diſcourſes which will contain a 
diſtinct explication and proof of the 
divine Goodneſs, illuſtrations of this 
Perfection in ſome principal in- 
ſtances, particularly, in the moral 
Conſtitution of Man; anſwers to 
the objections drawn from the pre- 
valence of moral and natural Evil, 
and the practical improvement of 
this moſt important article of Reli- 


gion, the divine Benevolence ; the 


neceſſity of Halineſs and Obedience 


and a plain repreſentation of the 


of Chriſt. 


moting 


moral proofs: of a future State; the 
to qualify men "for; final bleſſedneſs, 
truth and excellence of the Religion, . 


The Author has the ſatisfaction to 
| have JT endeayoured' the pro- £ 


* 


% 


0 


PREFACE. 
moting rational Piety and genuine 
Chriſtianity, And if the friends to 
theſe ſhall, judge him not to have 
wholly. fled: in this attempt, he 
will he greatly thankful to God; to 
whoſe hleſſing he hurably recom» 
mends theſe Diſeourſes, and the can- 
did and, im in 0. Peres 
Lal of chem. 
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What is the Almi bey that' we PHY 95 
* bim? And what- profit IEA we 2 
wo we rc unto lun 75 
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ate by Job repreſented expreſ- 
fing their contempt of Religion, 
- and inſulting the religious, Who 
ip Fw in mind of their duty to god, and 
dependence upon him. SatisfaQtorily then 
to anſwer theſe queſtions is a matte of tbo 
greateſt importance, for vindicating the boo - 2255 
nour of Religion; and for ing to the 
* us a folid Sender, that 4 2 tightly 
d reaſonably in cultivating, a 185 tem - 


er, and that-thelr or 7 the Lord al Car, xx: 
Vol. I, 


* A 


N theſe ens oicked. 2 88 l. 
ioſolent with their proſperity.— 


Ps... 1 
2 We Reaſonableneſs of Religion. 
Sex. I. af be in vain, To return ſuch an anſwer to 
— theſe queſtions is therefore what I ſhall now 
attempt. And thanks be to God, that by the 
bright evidences of his Being and perfections 
with which he hath filled the world, by-the 
preſent good fruits naturally growing out of 
piety and obedience to him, and by the ever- 
laſting rewards which he hath prepared for 
the pious, and of which he hath given full 
aſſurance; he hath made it eaſy for us to ſa- 
tisfy ſuch, as from a love of truth ſhall aſk 
theſe queſtions, and to filence thoſe who 
would inſult us with them. 
The firſt queſtion relates to the reaſonable- 
neſs, the ſecond to the advantages of Religi- 
on. I would anſwer each diſtinctly, and con- 
fine myſelf at preſent to the firſt. What is 
. the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him? 
What proofs are there of the real exiſtence 
of him who is called Almighty?—Qf what 
perfections is he poſſeſt to make it reaſonable 
| for us to reverence and obey him What 
has he done for us, to lay us under obligati- 
ons to ſerve him, and give him a right to 
demand it ?—And finally, what. pragfs, are 
there, that he regards our conduct, and is at 
all concerned whether we ſerve him or not? 
Theſe queries include the full meaning of the 
firſt queſtion in the Text, and a good anſwer 
to theſe will be a ſufficient anſwer to it. 

I. What is the, Anigbiy that we ſbaula 
ſerue bim? Is he a real Being * 


The 22 f Religion. 4 
eil Almigkty: or à mere fetion of pflells St. 1 
and * Moſt certainly a real Being 
and we have ſtronger aſſurance of his +: 
iſtence, than of the exiſtence of any other 
Being beſides ourfelyes, That we ourtelves 
exiſt we cannot doubt, or that we are capa- 
ble of thought, defign, action and enjoy- 
ment, and that we very lately began to be. 
That we did not make ourſelves is very clear. 
Me muſt then have been before we were; 
ind have acted when we confeſſedly Were 
nothing, and could have no power. Be- 
fides, we are conſcious we have no "hi 
power- as giving exiſtence to ourſelves or 
others; and that we cannot continue our life 
of ha vineſs, but are entirely dependent on 
ill of ſome other. That but our earth; 
parents are not the authors of our Being 
flo moſt evident. They know not when 
nor how the bodies of their chüldren are 
formed; and as to their ſouls, their nature, 
and wonderful faculties and their begining 
to be, they know nothing, There mu 
therefore exiſt ſome great inviſible Being, the 
Parent of mankind, who continvally forms 
and brings them into life ; ſuch conſtant ef- 
fects produced throughout the world requir- 
ing a cauſe equal to them. | And as no greater 
inſtance of power can be conceived than to 
cauſe that to exiſt which was not before, or 
fo create, the Pather of our | Kg muſt be Heb. ail. 
Al img). And _ no Being can give > 
the 
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$13.1; the perfections of intelligence, liberty, pow- | 
er, goodneſs, and the like, to others, if bf be 
* have them not himſelf in the greateſt degree ; 
the common Father of mankind muſt be 
ffleſt of the greateſt underſtanding, wiſdom, 
10 e „ power, goodneſs, and the like valu- 
| able qualities. And as certainly as we our- 
ſelves are derived and dependent Beings, 
there muſt be an Almighty N whom we 
derive, and who created us. 
Vou might as reaſonably affirm, this hone 
was built, yet there was no builder; this clock 
made, yet there was no maker; as that we 
ourſelves now are, and but lately began to 
be, and yet there was no mighty and intelli- 
gent cauſe that made us. Thus eaſily is the 
firſt queſtion anſwered, Is he, whom men call 
Almighty, a real Being? And we no ſooner 
ſerioully conſider ourſelves, and the cauſe of 
our exiſtence, than we diſcover him. . 
Further; we cannot doubt, 9 
friend with whom we continually converſe, 
and who does us a thouſand: good offices, 
really exiſts, That is, whether within the 
body there be an intelligent and beneyolent 
cauſe which guides the motions and actions 
of the body. We know that the tongue can- 
not talk ab; 4 unleſs it was guided by a 
rational principle within; nor the hands 
form continued offices of kindneſs, unleſs che t 
principle that directed them was alſo bene- 
| volent. And we ee that the body, when 
| a defttuts by 
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+ th 
* 
, 


is 
* 
* 


deſtitute of ſuch a principle, or a ſoul to Sun. 1. 


animate and guide it, is void of life, motion, 
and power. Now for the ſame reaſon that 

we conclude without heſitation, there is a 
rational and benevolent principle within the 


body, which is the ſource and director of its 


ſeveral actions, we muſt conclude, that there 
is a moſt wiſe and powerful and good God 


preſent throughout the material world, ac- 


tuating and guiding it. The ſun a thought- 
leſs maſs of fire, the ocean a ſenſeleſs heap 
of waters, this earth a dead unactive globe of 
matter, and all the parts which compoſe it, 


in themſelves void of life, thought or motion, 


could no more move themſelves in ſuch a 
regular manner, and produce ſuch innumer- 
able varieties of ſkilful and beneficial effects, 
as day and night, ſummer and winter; and 


the inexhauſtible plenty of trees, and fruits, 


and plants which cover the earth, and ſupply 
it's numberleſs inhabitants, than the tongue 
of a human body could give me wiſe counſel, 

undirected by a rational principle; or the 
feet run to my aſſiſtance in every danger, 


without a friendly mind to eren aa direct | 


1 * 
- the FREY of e ame 


95 


powers, Hickoatlous: and to each 
other, and to the world which they inhabit; 
ane the viſible ſubordination of all the other 


B . animals 


— 


1 all over the Ech, the line = 4 
= Huenent and correſ pondence of their various 


Wie Nagſenableneß of Religion. = 
Ses: Je animals to mankind ; and the healthfulneſ; 
ws fertility, and uſefulneſs of the material my 


to the common good of the yarious creatures, 
ip ſubordination to mankind ; and theſe ef- 
Feed by the ſame laws of motion every 
where ds obſerved, prove men ta 
" have all one common Father, who made 
alſo and furniſhed their habitation. And 
| theſe innumerable effects conſtantly pro- 
duced, 'bearing on them the moſt evident 
characters of an all comprehending wiſdom, 
and a moſt extenſive benevolence, prove 
their great author not only almighty, but 
moſt wiſe and good. If a few actions of ap- 
parent thought, deſign and kindneſs, deter- 
mine us beyond all — to believe and own 
2 wiſe and good principle within the body of 
a man, we call our friend ; innumerable ee 
fects continually produced in the world a- 
bout us, and 22 with the moſt evident 
den of the higheſt wiſdom, — 
nd goodneſs, and by the inſtrumentality 
| ron themſelves = of all —— po 
and motion, muſt, if we reaſon fairly nr 
| conſiſtently, determine us yet more firmly-tq 
believe, and more heartily own 2. moſt wile, 
Powerful, and good. mind, aGtuating tbe 
Whole world; and who ſince he continually 
ae ander but zus be. Aud this bay 
brought us to the 
1, Queſtion included. in the firſt part of 
the Texgs 1 . 


25 175 
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2 


ſerve him? Of what perfections is he poſ- Sax. 7. 


ſeſt, which ſhould make it reaſonable for us 


to reverence and obey him? To this we 
anſwer, every perfection which we find in 
ourſelves, or can trace in the world, and 
in the greateſt degree conceivable. Service 


when rendered to the Almighty, denotes the 


higheſt eſteem and veneration of his excel- 
lencies, a ſtrong concern to be approved by 
him, a chearful practice of whatever we 
judge well pleaſing to him, and of conſe- 
quence as ſerious a care to avoid whatever 
would diſpleaſe him. The excellencies which 
render a Being worthy ſuch regards from ra- 
tional creatures are wiſdom, power, good- 
neſs, and righteoufneſs; and the Being in 
the ſacred Scriptures called Almighty poſ- 
ſeſſes theſe in the moſt exalted degrees. 

It is natural and reaſonable to defire to be 
approved, and to be willing to be guided, by 
perſons of diſtinguiſhed wiſdom; who are 
good judges of what is excellent, and who 
know what is beſt to be done. And can we 
doubt whether that Being be moſt wiſe, who 
hath difpofed the matter of the world into ſo 
grand, and beautiful, and uſeful a form; who 
is the author of the light and glory, and in- 


fluences of the ſun; who raiſed the hills, and 


 fpread the plains; who 33 with infi- 
nite variety out of the fame maſs of earth, 
plants, flowers, fruits, 
who contrived 


grain, and trees; and 


B 4 | tribes 


and formed the numberleſs 


4 


8 
han Ba tribes. of living creatures ſpread over. the 
—Y earth; gliding through the air, or inhabiting 


the moſt perfect arne 


r 


The Rafal of Religion: 


the waters, _— beautifal in its kind, and 
fitted to attain and enjoy its proper good? 
Can we doubt whether he knew. what ends 


were worthieſt to be choſen, and what means 
beſt 5 gp to effect them, who, hath thus 


propoſed and effected in ſo great a diverſity 
of ways the beſt of ends, the good and well- 


being of an infinite variety of creatures? 


Muff we not admire and adore the wiſdom 
of the Almighty, . who. hath contrived and 
5 all this grandeur, beauty, and good? 

uſt we not eſteem it our. higheſt honour, 


if we can act ſo as to become approved by 


him? And. ignorant as we are in many caſes, 
and liable ta be deceived, muſt we not think 
it ar happineſs to be conducted by him in 
ths which lead to true good, and the 

mot laſting ſelf enjoyment ? . A 
Further; that we. did not give ourſelves. 
the intelligence and reaſon we are endowed 
with, but received them from the Almighty, 


; yas juſt proved; he then who hath formed 


15 pO. of ai ot and dap what 


is morall deer tiful and. good in actions, muſt 
not he be wiſe himſe G: 5 it with 
e who hath 


THF. us 5 to lay wiſe defig ſigns, and purſue 
bem with prudence and ſucceſs, muſt not 
8 har x a, much larger fund of wiſdom in 


For as the pious Eſalmiſl juſtiy 


i © 
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8, He i bat formed the > ſhall nat be Skz. I. 
bear ? He that formed the eye Gall -not the d Fa 
And be that giveth man — Hall g. 10. 
not be know ? — if he be thus wiſe to 
diſcern what is excellent, and worthy to be 
choſen and practiſed, and the contrary, is. 
it not reaſonable to deſire his approbation in 
the practice of what is good, and to dread 
doing under his obſervation what he muſt 
condemn, what will make us appear fooliſh 
and guilty in his eye? Muſt it not alſo be 
reaſonable, if he, will condeſcend to direct us 
ow we ſhould act in life, to regard his in- 
ructions, and chearfully follow: n, a8 
the dictates of unerring wiſdom ? 

Again; power, eſpecially under the 15 
dance of infallible wiſdom, is another per- 
fection which commands our veneration of 
the poſſeſſor, and with reaſon makes us de- 
Grams. of pleaſing him, and fearful of offend- 
ing him; ſince it promiſes all good and hap- 
pineſs to thoſe who can ingage it on their 
ſide, and threatens. all evil to thoſe who pro- 
yoke it. If God then be indeed Almighty; 

what reaſanable perſon but would ſerve him, 
and endeavour uniformly to practiſe what he 
- recommends, and avoid what he forbids ? 

We. ſhould walk before him, and ſtudy. to be Gen. . 
2 And as our Saviour ditects, Fear; ae x * 

m, who can not only. kill the body, but defiray';. 
0 bp and ſoul in hell. | And certainly ** 


20 | v6 | | 3 
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10 de Reaſonableneſs of Religion. 
Sin. I. he had power to create can alſo deſtroy ; 
M bo having formed all the various capacities 
I of happineſs, and all the objects of enjoy- 
ment in the world, can make happy whom 
he chuſes to make happy. Who as he 
 Tfaiah xl. ffiretched out the heavens, and laid the founda- 
Pil. oi. Hons of the earth, guides the ſeaſons, heaves 
25. and the ocean, and rolls the tide, and raiſes and 
_ evil. 25. directs the ſtormy wind, can effeQually ſe- 
cure every good to thoſe who are under his 
protection; and with eaſe inflit every evil 
on thoſe: who by wickedneſs deſerve puniſh- 
ment. 5 | 
Again; what is amiable and venerable like 
goodneſs, or a ſteddy and diſintereſted diſ- 
poſition to communicate good, and delight 
mit? Who but would chearfully ſtrive to 
pleaſe a Being, that delighted in making 
happy all qualified for happineſs? Who bur 
would with pleaſure practiſe what is recom- 
mended to him by a Being, whoſe wiſdom 
to diſcern what is beſt, and his kindneſs to 
| preſcribe it, are unqueſtionable ? And who 
but would dread, by wicked and miſchievous 
actions, to diſpleaſe that goodneſs, which de- 
lights: to make all happy; and would eſpe- 
cially make thoſe happy, who comply with 
its benevolent deſigns? Who then that is 
reaſonable will neglect to ſerve God, ſes 
he is not only almighty, the greateſt, but 
zz alſo the beſt of Beings? Is our nature 
formed with kind affections which prompt 
3 . s 
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ys to deſire and delight in the good of others, Sex- I. 
and do we naturally approve a dilintereſted —"—* 
| benevolence; and muſt not the Being who 
made us capable of diſcerning it's beauty 
himſelf diſcern. it? And muſt not he who 
gave us the kind affections ſo eſſential to the 
general good, be benevolent himſelf in a 
much greater degree, and after a more per- 
fet manner? And the heavenly Father, ag Mats. vi. 
our divine Maſter ſtrongly reaſons, far tranſ- 
cend in goodneſs earthly parents, to whom 
he hath given their kind affections? If to 
form one capacity of good and to fill it, be 
an indiſputable inſtance of goodneſs ; ſurely 
that Being muſt be infinitely good, who hath 
formed innumerable creatures with different 
capacities of good and enjoyment, and filled 
the world with ſuitable proviſion; and wha 
continually opens bis hand, and ſatisfies the * Pl . 


e of every living ting. 

Finally; if to power, wiſdom, and n 

neſs, we add righteouſneſs, and theſe ſeveral 

excellencies are ſuppoſed to exiſt together in 
thei higheſt degrees, we muſt ſurely judge 
it reaſonable to pay the utmoſt veneration to 
the Being whoſe perfections they = readily 
to praftiſe what he commands, and with all 
eut care to decline what he condemns; and 

all theſe perfeQions in a ſupream degree be- 


long to almighty God. His goodneſs is not 
2 blind undiſtinguiſhing * eee but the 
FROM of the. poli. conſummate wiſdom, and 


determined i 


12 The Redfonableneſs of Religion. 
Srx. I. determined” by it. There is a difference as 
w good or 1 loſer in characters and actions, 

hy this he cannot but diſcern ; approve what de- 
1 ſerves approbation, and in proportion to its 
worth, and be diſpleaſed at the contrary in 
exact proportion to its ill deſert; and behave 
accordingly towards the ſeveral agents, whoſe 
different characters are diſtinguiſhed by the 
prevalence of amiable or baſe diſpoſitions. 
And this is righteouſneſs, to be affected and 

to act towards all as they deſerve. Can we 
then imagine any Being ſo fit as God to give 
laws to all others, or ſo worthy to be reve- 
renced and obeyed by them? He cannot err 

in giving laws, or in diſtributing proper re- 
wards and punifhments ; having all power he 
may be depended upon to exert it in making 
happy the well-deſerving, and puniſhing the 
wicked; and being ſupream in goodneſs, he 
will not fail of thus exerting his perfections, 
as this is evidently the beſt manner of exert- 
ing them, and moſt conducive to _ good 

| of the univerſe,” 'But £ 

III. Should it be granted that the Almighty 

is thus qualified to give laws and govern the 
world, yet what right has he thus to rule, 

to reward or puniſh us? And what has he 
done for us, which can oblige us to ſerve 
him, and render us guilty and deſerving of 
puniſhment if we refuſe it? What was ad- 
vanced and proved in anſwer to the firſt 
ee 50 make it eaſy to return a ſatisfy 
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ing anſwer to this. If the Almighty gave us 822. L. 
our Being, and all our faculties of action and 
enjoyment, we are entirely his, and he may 
do what he will with his own. He hath an 
unqueſtionable right to direct bow we ſhall 
exert the powers which he hath given us, 
and to puniſh us if we abuſe them. - Sup- 
poſing then, that the God who hath given. 
us our rational powers ſhould require, "= 
we often employ them , in, meditating on his 
perfeQions and works, acknowledging his. 
daily benefits, and imitatipg him in the prac- 
tice 2 righteouſneſs and goodneſs; what are 
we that we ſhould pretend to diſpute his right 
to demand this from us, or to inn Ne 
we refuſe it? | 
Again; as he made us, be maintains us in 
life. The right order of our minds, and the 
health and vigor of our bodies are continually 
eſerved by him, and every good thing Wwe. 
Jave is bis gift. His ſun, enlightens and 
warms us, bis air fans the vital-ſpark within, 
bis earth py ports us, his animals and fruits. 
and delight us; and we cannot name a 
good which — do not owe to him, as well 
as the power of enjoying it. If he there- 
fore command, us to exert the vigor of our 
bodies, and to uſe his bounties, within the 
limits of temperance, chaſtity / and. juſtice, 
what pretence —. we to diſpute theſe com- 
mands of the Almighty ? Or how can we 
Nr to be ſecure againſt ** ae we do? 


3 


14 The FE of Religion. 
Ska. 1. Certainly nothing can be tiibfe reaſonable 
chan that he fhonld direct the applitation of 
Nis own gifts, and that we fhouſd believe he 
will puniſh an abeſe of his blefſings; to the 
ichuring others, and ootrupting ourſelves, 
deſtroying” the ſtrength and  pittity of our 
minds, and the health of our And 
3 owe every thing to his bounty,  houſs 
not gratitude make us ſtudious of pleafing 
him, and diſpoſe us to celebrate with warm 
affechons his innumerable benefits, and to 
iſe whatever may make his creatures 
happy; the moſt acceptable return to the 
fupreany {? Muſt not that mind be 
ſunk into inexeuſable ſtupidity and baſeneſs, 
which does not ſee and feel the obligation 
to ſerve a conftatit, unwegtied, and moſt ge- 
netous bene factor̃77/7/ 
I God had abt erebtedh ub, , yet his fupreas 
perfection would have rendered it reaſonable 
| for us to be governed by his laws; and if 
| we injured others, he would certainly have a 
right to vindicate the oppreſſed, and to paniſh 
' the wrong doers, RoWever his right to puniſh 
ether faults might be diſputed. But when 
we owe every thing to this Almighty Being, 
when the powers we miſemploy, and tſſe 
good things we abuſe are entirely bis, there 
is no — 2 left to queſtion his authority to 
gie us laws; and to reward or puniſh us as 
we ſhall deſerve. No room Wink in a 
of contradition on the queſtion, Who is 
. Ae 


0 

The Reaſonableneſs of Religion. 18 
Almigbiy that wwe ſhould ſerve him? We may Sex. I. 
rather aſk, where is the man that can ſeriouſ- 22 
ly doubt, whether he ought to reverence and 
obey his Almighty Creator, and continual 
Preſerver, the giver of all his bleſſings, and 
the God in whoſe band bis breath 13, and Den. v. 
whoſe are all bis ways? 23. 

IV. Granting all this, the right of God 
— our obligation if he did it to 
ſerve him, and the guilt and danger of refu- 
ſing it; yet ſome will aſk, what reaſon have 
you to think that God at all concerns him 
{ſelf whether we ſerve him or not, that he 
regards our actions, and is any more pleaſed 

or: diſpleaſed with one way os acting than 
another? 

That God is preſent with us, and knows 
after what manner we behave is moſt evident, 
from what has been already proved. He who 
continues the action and. regularity of that nice 
engine the human body, and the reaſon of 
the human mind, muſt certainly know all 
the actions of the body, and thoughts of the 
mind. Nr it not far frum any of us, in Ads xvii. 
whom. we-live, and move, and have our being: **: 
That Almighty Being whoſe. hand unwearied 

rolls round:the: ſun, and darts his beams; who 
maiſes the and ſends them down again 
in fruitful: ſhowers, and who guides through 
the fine channels, which: compoſe the bodies 
of plants and trees, the proper particles for 
the £m. 

acts 


. Renfinablonſ of. Rdligith. | 
San. I. acts wiſely and mightily all around us, muſt 
— certainly RHO: oo is ns: under the 
oats = $2543 
But — then that God: wee all 
iwhay- reaſon have we to think — ap- 
ves one diſpoſition or one way of acti 
5 —— than — juſtice rather than = 
Juſtice, or piety than profaneneſs? To this 
queſtion alſo we have a good anſwer ready. 
If there be in teality an eſſential difference 
in diſpoſitions and actions, and ſome: are in 
themſelves amiable and deſerving a 
tion, and others evil and hateful, God who 
ſees all things muſt ſee this difference, and 
in conſequence be ſuitably diſpoſed, and act 
ſuitably towards the ſeveral agents whoſe 
characters they conſtitute. And who that 
underſtands the terms can ſeriouſly. doubt; 
whether there be a difference in worth and 
good deſert, between humanity. and cruelty, 
mdelity and treachery, gratitude and ingrati- 
_ — the health of our bodies 
5 vigor of our minds by temperance, 
ii: 34,07 Jeliroying. both by the contrary.? I am 
n there is not one who reads this, 
| but ſees. and feels the difference; and though 
he may have acted wrong, ſeduced by _ 
tial ao or intereſt, you no 
ſooner propoſe a caſe to him, wherein his 
intereſt or pleaſure: are not concerned, but 
he would immediately approve the grateful, 
: 3 and —_— character and aQtion, 
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and condemn the contrary. If then the un- 85 I. 


prejudiced Reaſon of every man ſees this dif- 
ference, a moſt wiſe God certainly ſees it. 
And if he ſees one ſort of actions and cha- 


racters to be amiable, and deſerving favour 
and encouragement, and the other odious; 


and deſerving puniſhment, he who hath no 
blind paſſion or partial intereſt to biaſs him, 
will certainly behave ſuitably towards per- 


ſons of theſe different characters; make the 
one happy in proportion to their love and 


practice of what is morally good, and the 
other wretched in proportion to their gene- 
Tal choice and practice of wickedneſs. | 
Further; as we are naturally formed to 
approve one ſort of actions and to condemn 
another, and this judgment is the reſult of 
dur reaſonable nature, it is conſequently the 
judgment of the author of our nature; and 
by forming us to approve righteouſneſs, good- 
neſs, and mercy, he hath declared it to be his 
Will that we ſhould practiſe theſe ; and by 
forming us to diſlike and condemn the other, 
that it is his Will that we ſhould abſtain from 
them. And the pleaſing ſerenity: and noble 
ſatisfactions which naturally ariſe in the mind 
from conſcious goodneſs and integrity, are a 
reward which the author of the human frame 
hath immediately annexed to virtuous prac- 
tice, and an aſſurance of his fully rewarding 
it. While that oppreſſing ſhame, that pain- 


ful ſelf condemnation, and thoſe reſtleſs ſuſ- 
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- picions and fears, which acccompany and fol» 


— low known injuſtice and wickedneſs, are pu- 


niſhments at preſent inflicted by the author 
of nature on the vicious; ſtanding declarations 
of his abhoring their conduct, and earneſts 
of his puniſhing them to the fall of her 
deſerts. - | 
Finally; the natural a of reverence, 
gratitude, and ſubmiſſion to God, of juſtice, 
fidelity, benevolence and compaſſion to men, 
and of chaſtity and temperance. in regard to 
ourſelves; to promote private and publick 
good, and the numberleſs miſchiefs cauſed 
to private perſons and to ſociety from irreli- 
and profaneneſs, from injuſtice, trea- 
chery, cruelty, lewdneſs and intemperance, 
are manifeſt proofs that a wiſe and good 
God, the author of this conſtitution, approves 
one ſort of characters and actions, and is diſ- 
pleaſed with the other. That God wills and 
delights in the general good of his creatures 
pears from the frame of the world, and 
the proviſion he hath therein made for it; 
and — the tendency of the eſtabliſhed laws 
of nature to this end. If then, as a | 
from his fixed courſe of acting, the good of 
his creatures be the defign and delight of the 
Deity, it neceſſarily follows, that he delights 
in thoſe perſons and actions which contribute 
to the general good, and is diſpleaſed with 
thoſe that diſturb ſociety, and ruin its hap- 


88 | 1 the one ä * great deſign, 
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the other oppoſing it. If the general obſer. Sz». L 
vance of + lan of piety, righteouſneſs, * 
goodneſs, and temperance, be as ſubſervient 
to the general good, as the execution of thoſe 
natural laws according to which the ſun 
riſes and ſhines, vapors fall, and the tides 
roll; the God, whoſe goodneſs determines 
him conſtantly to execute theſe, muſt for the 
fame reaſon will, that men whom he has 
made capable of a voluntary concurrence 
with him, ſhould co-operate with him in 
promoting the univerſal good, by conſtantly 
obſerving the other; and favour or diſlike 
them according as they do or do not con- 
form to his deſign, And as diſtributing 
ſuitable rewards or puniſhments, thus en- 
couraging that courſe of actions which pro- 
motes his great deſign, and reſtraining that 
- which oppoſes it, is a neceſſary means to ac- 
compliſh and ſecure the general good, God 
as a moſt wiſe and benevolent Being muſt be 
confeſt to approve and favour the pious, and 
righteous, and good, anddifapprove the pro- 
fane and wicked; and will certainly manifeſt 
in the propereſt way his love of the one and 
abhorrence of the other; and nothing can 
concern us in regard to duty, gratitude and 
intereſt like this, that we ſerve the Almighty. 
And in the words of the wiſeſt of Kings we 
reaſonably conclude, that fo fear God, and Eccleſ.xii, 
Keep his commandments is the whole of man; 
the whole of his duty, wiſdom, and hap- 
| jo ' pinels, 
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 » Reafonabene of Religion. 
Sen. I. pineſs. For God ſhall bring every work into 
 YY Judgment, with every. ſecret pr Tung uberber it 
be good, or whether it be evil, © 
Agreeably to this reaſoning, in the reve- 
lation which God hath made of his Will to 
: mankind by his Son, and confirmed by very 
many great and inconteſtible miracles, he 
Titus ü. hath taught us, denying . ungodlineſs 2 

1 worldly Bs, to live ſoberly, rigbteouſly, and 
+ godly in this preſent world ; looking for the 
bleſſed bope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Rom. ii. II ho vill render to all according to their works 
* unto them who by a patient continuance in we 
doing, bave ſought for glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, eternal life; but unto_ them who 
bave not obeyed the truth, but obeyed unrighte- 
 ouſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man that hath” 
2 Thefl. i. done evil, Who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 

g- laſting defirudtion from the proce of the 
| Lord. 
This may be ſufficient as an anſwer to the 

firſt queſtion, What is the Almighty that we 
ſhould ſerve him? and in proof of the reaſon- 
ableneſs of Religion. The anſwer to the other 
queſtion will be given in the next Diſcourſe, 
and we ſhall cloſe this with two or three Re- 
flections. 
1. From hence we may learn the Sy 
neſs of Reaſon, and of ſerious conbdrretion, 
to 0 Ran: The Ls 8 wrt | 


by 
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by reaſon of the great principles of Religion, 88. I. 
Wbich have 4 juſt ſet before you, 8 1 
ſufficient proof, that Reaſon is not an enemy 
to Religion, but the greateſt friend; and that 
it is not becauſe perſons are guided by Rea- 
ſon, that they are irreligious, but 2 
they are governed by ſenſe, appetite, 
— and prejudice, and ſeldom apply th 
thoughts to Religion, or ingage their Reaſon 
is moſt important ſubje&, and attend 
oy what it dictates. Although the proofs of 
the being, ions, and moral Provi- 
dence of God, of an eſſential difference in 
human actions, and of a future ſtate of re- 
compences are ſo many, yet if we would 
apprehend them in their full evidence, fre- 
quent retirement, and ſerious conſideration 
are nece While perſons are ingaged in 
a hurry of buſineſs, or a round of ſenſual 
pleaſure and amuſement, theſe great truths 
affect them no more than a diſcourſe on 
litios would a perſon, whoſe thoughts were 
taken up with a pleaſurable aſſignation, and 
finding means to accompliſh it. If we there- 
fore would diſcern the great truths of Re- 
ligt ligion in the brightneſs of their evidence, we 
muſt cloſely apply our Reaſon. to theſe ſub- 
jects, and cps 4.54 often and ſeriouſly upon 
them. Error, irreli and immorality pro- 
ceed in a great part 2 thoughtleſneſs; and 
frequent ſerious conſideration is the begin- 
1s of "religious wiſdom and * | | 
C3 2. From . 
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| Sei, 2. From the preceding Diſcourſe may be 
infered the abſolute neceſſity of teal Re- 
_ ligion and neſs, in order to our accep- 
— v4. 0 and final felicity, Theſe 
are Hot required of us by God out of mere 
pleaſure, or laws which he can ſet aſide or 
alter, but their acteptableneſs to God is 
foundeti in the unchangeable nature and re- 
lations of things. As long as God continues 
wiſe and good, he will approve this way of 
acting, and condemn the contrary. And 8s 
1 as we are rational creatures, we muſt 
be made wretched by prevailing wickedneſs 
M and impiety; or happy by virtue and Re- 
= ligion« When a private family can flouriſh - 
and be made happy, by diſreſpect to the 
head of it, by mutual violence, quarrels, in- 
juſtice and — by lewdneſs and intem · 
perance; and a wiſe and good patent approve 
theſe diſpoſitions and er chadren 
and ſervants ; then, and not till then, may 
we- reaſonably ſappoſe, that the moſt wiſe 
and good God, the common Father of man- 
kind, will apptove ingratitude and diſobedi- 
ente to himſelf, injuſtice; and violence to- 
_ wards others, and an i ate abuſe of 
| 32 ceaſe to delight in and. 
1 benevolent, chaſt, and temperate. It is not 
Bp therefote a matter of indifference to us, 
whether in the preſent life we cultivate and 
eſtabliſſ a pious and virtuous temper, but as 
PROVE  .- + abſolutely 
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abſolutely neceſſary to our acceptance with 828. L. 
God, as it is certain that God is wiſe and 


3. We may further learn from this Diſ- 
courſe the wiſdom. of daily Devotion, Prayer 
and - Praiſe. By theſe we chiefly keep pre- 
ſent N our er wr. great truths and ob- 
jects of Religion, the all- pervadin g preſence, 
the ſupteam perfections, and moral Provi- 
dence of God; his unchangeable love f 
righteouſneſs, and abhorrence of wicked 
neſs, and his certain purpoſe of gloriouſly 
rewarding the one, and fully puniſhing the 
other in the next ftate. That we have theſe 
truths clearly and habitually nt to our 
minds, is neceſſary to our behaving well in 
a world of temptations; and that we behave 
well is neceflary to our acceptance with God, 
to retire from the world, and by fixed medi- 
tation and warm devotion affect our minds 
with theſe great truths, dug | 
portance to our arriving at a virtue, 
and enjoying in this life — | 
goad conſcience, and a clear ſenſe of the di- 
vine favaur, and the never ending rewards of 
5 neſs in the next. It is therefore a rra- 
onable and a good thing to give thanks unto Pal. xcii, 
the Lord, and fing praifes to the moſt bigb; 10 
recolle} bis loving kindneſs in the morning, 
and bis faithfulneſs every nile. 

r | | | 
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24 Te Reaſonableneſs of Religion. 
rn. I. 4. From what has been offered we may 
0 learn the great uſefulneſs and value of 
the Chriſtian Revelation, which contains and 
eſtabliſhies all thoſe great and noble truths 
that Reaſon has proved, and hath inabled our 
Reaſon to prove them ſo clearly. Though 
theſe truths may be thus diſcovered and 
Nt by Reaſon, yet the * greateſt men 
eſtitute-of our Revelation failed of diſcover- 
ing and proving them, in a clear, full and 
ſatisfying manner. We are greatly obliged to 
the Goſpel for giving us in an eaſy manner, 
and without any mixture of error, all the 
great principles and rules of Religion and 
Morality, which is a mighty help towards 
| | demonſtrating their apes and excellence. 
—_ And we are unſpeakably indebted - to the 
| ' goodneſs of God, that when the light of 
Reaſon was in a great meaſure extinguiſhed 
among the nations, by prevailing error and 
idolatry, and tbe world with all it's wiſdom 
1 Oer. i. new not God; he was then pleaſed by the 
Ads xrri. Goſpel #0 turn men from darkneſs to light, 
„, and guide them throuqh the paths of a ra- 
tional piety and ſolid virtue to true ſatiſ- 
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Jos XX, 15. 


What its the Aigen that aye” eld firs mw 
bim? And what profit 2 2 "I, 
6 Re ay unto uke 


AVING, * aueh to * gel Sex. II. 
n of the Text, ſhown in 
Difcourſe the rea- "IN 
* — Religion, I ſhallnow. 
in anſwer to the ſecond ſhow the advantages 
of it in ſome of the principal inſtances, * ot 
what profit we ſhall have if wwe pray unto the 
Almighty. Prayer to God, which is one 
main part of à religious temper, and an ex- 
cellent means of cheriſhing it, ſeems here, 
secording to the common * of Scripture, 
to 


7 a i | 
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$82. I. to be put for the whole of Religion pecu- 
%—Y larly fo called. It therefore includes here a 


ſtrong and habitual ſenſe of the preſence, 
perfections, and providence of the Almighty, 
expreſt and improved by a daily — 
ment and adoration of his perfections, and 
ſtudy and celebration of his works; by con- 
ſtant grateful praiſes for his conſtant bene- 
fits, humble and earneſt ſupplications of his 
favour, guidance and ſupplies; a chearful 
and prevailing concern to be approved of 
him in the practice of all goodneſs, and a 
fllial dread of offending him by a wicked 
conduct; and a firm dependenee on the wif- 
dom and goodneſs of his government for our 
enjoying all proper good here in a way of 
well doing; and for receiving in the next 
Nate his . bountiful rewards of a virtue and 
piety cultivated and approved in the preſent. 
Taking Prayer in this large fignification for 
a religious temper, expreſſed — cheriſhed 
by daily, humble, and grateful addreſſes to 
Ps if icbeathps, Wheat profit ſhall aus haue 
from it. We can anſwer, the advantages 
of it are many and great, tog many to be 
reckoned in this Diſcourſe ; . yet- it is hoped 
enough will be mentioned to prove, that 
it is as much our wiſdom and happineſs 
as our duty to be religious. Let the wile 
and conſiderate. Judge whether it "on FRE 


_ the "OG: 


"1, be 


- 
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1. The pleaſure and ſatisfaction immedi. 
2 — the ſeveral acts and inſtances 
of a devout temper, prove it to be profitable 
that we pray to the Almighty. If good and 
happineſs be gain, what immediately gives 
theſe muſt be profitable. Pleaſure ariſes from 
actions ſuited to the nature of the agent; in 
the preceding Diſcourſe we proved Religion 
to be © atone. the beſt inſtances then of 
a reaſonable temper muſt give the higheſt 


Szn. IL 
— >} 


pleaſure to a rational Being in his right Rate, | 


to be true in ſpeculation. _ - 
The grandeur and beauty of objects and 
characters are the chief ſources of the plea» 


And experience confirms what thus nnn : 


| ſure we receive in contemplating them. And 


what objects, or what character, can compare 
for grandeur and beauty with the perfections 


and works of the Almighty, which employ 


the attention of the mind in Prayer? Fixedly 
to contemplate an alwiſe, almighty, and in» 
finitely good Being, aQuating an immenſe 
univerſe, and upholding and ſupplying num- 
berleſs varieties of creatures; turning round 
the ſun, darting its beams, and by them in · 


lightening and warming attendant worlds; di- 


recting the moon in her ni courſe, and 
all the ſtarry hoſts in their oourſes; heavi 
the ocean, raiſing from it freſh vapours, 
ſending them down again in fruitful ſhowers 
producing 


_ variety herbs — fruits, and with them 


_ cover ing 7 


continually with infinite abundance 


\ 5 
„ I P 
- 
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The Advantages of Prayer: 
covering the earth; and in ſucceſſive gene- 
rations introducing into exiſtence innumera- 


ble living creatures to rejoice in-his bounti es; 1 
and amidſt all this peculiarly attentive to the 


good of our numerous face, whom he waits 


to train to virtue and piety, and prepare for 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs — To contemplate a 


wiſdom unperplexed by the affairs of an 


univerſe, providing for every caſe,” and or- 


dering all with perfect eaſe for the beſt pur- 
poſes ; a power equal to the conſtantly ac- 
tuating the boundleſs creation, and moving 
thoſe unmeaſurable globes that roll in it, 


and unfainting, though infinitely exerted, 


through countleſs ages; and eſpecially” to 


meditate on a goodneſs equal to the com- 


municating an infinity of good, inexhauſti- 
ble by infinite ſupplies continually drawn 
from it, unalterable by numberleſs inſtances 
of folly and ingratitude, in the rational 


creatures of whom he condeſcends to take 


the care; and always diſpoſed to make every 
creature happy, who is at all fit for happi- 


neſs — To contemplate this greateſt and beſt 


of beings, his perfections and works, and 


the courſe of his Providence; and correſpon- 
dently to venerate and love him, to feel his 


preſence, and triumph in the thoughts of 


being always encompaſſed with almighty 


wiſdom and goodneſs ever attentive to our 
welfare Say, can there be pleaſures equal to 
what ariſe from thus employing our thoughts 
S 8 and 
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and affections? Is not Religion profitable Sz. II. 
which yields theſe pleaſures? And do not the 
greateſt things which ingage the thoughts , 
and wonder of the irreligious appear mean 
and childiſh, when ſet againſt theſe, which 
Prayer daily preſents to the mind of the 
truly deyout? | 3112 14h 

Again; how great the pleaſure of grati- 

tude, which riſes in proportion to the worth 

of the favours received, and the generous 

goodneſs of the benefactor! How noble 

then muſt be the pleaſure of frequently, 

with a warmth of affection, acknowledgi 

our obligations to the beſt of Beings! Who 

made us rational and immortal, that we 
might attain to an immortality of divine 'Y 

pleaſures 3 who hath aſſigned us but a ſhort I 
time of trial, and made the condition of our * 

final bleſſedneſs obedience to commands, 

which are eſſential to preſent ſelf-enjoyment, 

and. perfective of our nature. Who was ſo 

ſtrongly ſet on the deſign of man's eternal 

bleſſedneſs, that the general corruption of 

the. world only excited him to recover it, | | 

from the dominion of vice, and of death, by 2 
the humiliation and death of his own Son. | 
Who continually ſupports us in life, ſupplies 

our wants, and guards us from evil. And 

who, though conſtantly beholding our ingra- 
titude and diſobedience, bears long with us, 

purſues ſtill his Kind deſign of preparing us 

3 r ever 


3 N think that the infinitely 
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San. H. ever compaſſionate and ready to forgive. To 
God, before 


5. 17. whom all nations are but as the duſt of the bal. 


dance; yea, leſs than nothing, ſhould be thus 
attentive to our happineſs, what a flame of 
gratefal love muſt it kindle; and how noble 

the pleaſure of indulging the pious affections 

of admiration, gratitude and devotion! Hath 

he 'injoyed pleaſures worth naming, who 
hath been an utter ſtranger to pleaſures of 

this kind? 

2 Cor. v. Further; the meltings of a Godly ſorrow, 
125 and an ingenuous repentance give inexpreſſible 
eaſe and ſatisfaction to the convinced and 
humbled offender. To feel the bad tem- 
per of our ſouls gone, that we are again af- 
ſected as we ought to be towards the beſt of 
beings, and the beſt of parents, are ſtrongly 
reſolved on a right conduct for the future, 
and can think with ſome good degree of aſ- 
farance, that God is reconciled to us; and 
forgives our folly and ingratitude, muſt yield 
ſatisfactions great as the preceding pains of 
conſcious guilt, and fearful apprehenfions of 
the righteous diſpleaſure of Gd. 
Finally; to practiſe whatever is in itſelf 
good and amiable, animated with a view to 
the approbation of God, and by a deſire of 
pleafing him; to be conſcious to an integrity 
and benevolence acceptable to God, and to 
be able with reaſon to think of ourſelves as 
. his fight; and having made him 

returns 
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ar 


p hi bo |  benio & Sis. II. 
returns which his unbounded benignity will 


moſt bountifully reward Can the ſmiles of 
a king, or the flatteries of a court give equal 
ſatisfaction? I want room to do fall juſtice 
to this argument. Yet what has been ſug- 
veſted is itſelf a ſufficient proof, that it is 
| — pray to God, ſince we cannot 

be truly 4 but we hall ar 
be thus happy. 


Let me only add, that it is ſuppoſed in 
order to our enjoying theſe ſatisfactions, that 


we have worthy and amiable apprehenſions 
of God, uncorrupted by a ſour ſuperſtition z 
and that-our hearts be clear from mean paſ- 
ſions and ingagements, ſince otherwiſe, theſe 
will hinder our attending to, and being 
ſuitably moved by the great and noble ob- 
ts of Religion. 

2. There is profit t be'found in projing 
to God, becauſe Prayer by a natural influ- 
ence calms our paſſions, and makes us con- 
ſiderate and wiſe, We more often err in the 
conduct of liſe, led aſide by our paſſions, 
than'through unavoidable ignorance, and the 
neceſſary obſcurity of future events. What- 

ever therefore moderates our paſſions, and 
— bi us cool and deliberate, muſt be 
greatly profitable. And this is done by 


Seren we have approved a particular 
| purſuit 


— 


Prayer, on which account the Frar ꝙ God 
is juſtly ſtiled the begining of wiſlom. Have 
we not often experienced, that in the warmth 


Prov. j. 
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San. II. purſuit as right and prudent, which, when 
ec have confidered it as about to be examin- 
ed by a wiſe and faithful friend, we our- 
ſelves have ſeen to be wrong? The barely 
thinking what he would judge in the caſe, 
hath ſhown us the faultineſs of it. Thus 
the perſon accuſtomed to pray to a moſt 
righteous, good, and wiſe God, for direction 
and bleſſing in his affairs, will he led to think; 
are my deſigus and meaſures fit for ſuch a 
Being to ſucceed ? And this thought will go 
a great way to ſhow him, whether they are 
Tight or wrong. | 
druch a one can ſcarcely err in life through 
a narrow ſelfiſhneſs, and ſordid avarice, who 
is accuſtomed to pray to a God infinitely be- 
nevolent ; whoſe happineſs ariſes — his 
being infinitely communicative of good to his 
creatures; whom therefore if he would re- 
ſemble in excellence and happineſs, it muſt 
be, by having as few wants of his own as 
poſlible, and doing as much good to others. 
He cannot eafily ſacrifice the uſefulneſs and 
| happineſs of life to the mere ſhow of it, 
7 | who is uſed to contemplate and addreſs a 
| God, whoſe excellence and happineſs conſiſt 
in wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs. Nor 
can he readily fink into the indulgences of 
ſenſe and appetite, into intemperance and de- 
bauchery, who frequently by Prayer con- 
verſes with a moſt wiſe and good God; 
whoſe n image he bears, and who 
x made 


* 


\ 
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made him to be happy in knowledge, goods 


neſs, integrity, friendſhip, and. wes gs ll, | 


who inſtead of deſigning he ſhould die like 
the bruits, deſigned him for an immortality. 
of rational pleaſures with angels; ſuch a one_ 
therefore. cannot allow, himſelf to Jive * 
a brute 
F e 3 8 DW the. adds 
ſtanding, and the nobler powers and affec- 
tions of the ſoul, by a natural influence im- 
proves them. We can not pray to any pur- 
poſe but we muſt be conſiderate, uſe reflec- 
tion, diſingage ourſelves from the hurry of 
ſenſe and paſſion, and be affected with h the 
great importance of . wiſdom, virtue, and 
goodneſs; muſt accuſtom ourſelves to go- 
vern our appetites and paſſions, and not be 
governed by them. If we therefore pray 
often and ſeriouſly, we ſhall become wiſer 
and more conſiderate, and acquire a greater 
command over ourſelves. Are not the moſt 


who miſcarry in life, ruined by a ſtupid or | 


y thoughtleſneſs, or by an headlon 

Fai of the pleaſures of the body? Muſt not 
Prayer therefore be greatly woltable, which 

accuſtoms us to. ſober thinking, and leſſens 
our attachment to the meaner pleaſures of 
ſenſe, by giving us a taſte of — noble ſa- 
tisfaction of truth, gratitude, goodneſs and 
integrity? Pleaſures which never impair the 
conſtitution, ſtain the character, or hurt the 
fortune; but on the contrary have the beſt 


Vol. * D influence 
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dan. II. influence; on all theſo, | If we would there- 
> fore, ' eſpecially- at our ſeting out in life, 
eſcape being ingaged dire” retreating in 
fooliſh, mean, and ruinous purſuits, tet us 
inoreaſe the ſtrengih of our Reaſon and of 
our noble affections, and their command 
over the meaner, by frequently empleying 
them in fervent” PINE and "apa tho 
2 

Ig. Iv is profitable''to pra \ unto God; his. 
cauſe Prayer by a natural in uence” eſtabliſhes | 
our integrity and virtue againſt temptations ; 
thus — us nappy in ourſelves,” and gains 
us the eſteem and confidence of others, 
which are of the utmoſt advantage. in life. 

As to ourſelves, ſo much virtue is ſo much 
happineldc Temperance, chaſtity, well go- 
verned paſſions, integrity and benevolence 
naturally make us happy, as they preſerve 
the health of the body, and are themſelves 
the health of the ſoul; as they ſecure us the 
| tion of our own minds, a of 
Aachen favour, and the love 5 — 
inſpire a ſtrong confidence in God, and the 
moſt chearing hopes fot futurity and eternity. f 

And Prayer naturally: creaſes virtue, as 
keeps in continual view the almighty God, 
who is the ſupream patron of virtue, and the 

ſure and infinite rewarder of it; beſides pro- 
curing his help in the practice. We cannot 
pray ſeriouſſy and conſtantly but we muſt. 

N An men; Ar we cannot — a 


faction and if-enj 


% 


m1. Advantoget of 'Projir.. 
= God aright, and ſerleuſſy regard 


we muſt be animated to all ſk z and 
we cannot increaſe; in 28 = we muſt 
increaſe in happinets t part of 

Pra yet is - lautete ben affiſtances, that 


2 may acquire à ſteddy command over 
ons, and be formed to an active be- 
dente, and eſtabliſhed virtue. The deg· 
ing divine aids for theſe purpoſes will cheriſn 
in us a ſtrong ſenſe of the worth and impor- 
tance of theſe diſpoſitions, and their 1 
tableneſs to God, encourage us to ſtrive for 
them, and determine us, 4 we would not 
tine with God, to-do what is in our power 
to attain what we Gefire him to grant as the 
greateſt of favours.” Earneſt ' Prayer to God 
for others will- as naturally cheriſh in our 
boſoms a warm benevolence ; cauſing us 
conſtantly. to rega 
an event peculiarly pleafing to God, and ex- 
citing us to our utmoſt to promote that de- 
ſigh, which we beſeech the Almighty to 
ſucceed, and ourſelves to do good to thoſe, 
whom we ifitreat him to bleſs. This is the 
natural inflience of Prayer to forward us in 
all virtuous practice, and every new degree 
of virtue is Aer degree of inward fatif- 
ene e 
HBeſides, it as naturally gains us the ſteer 
and confidence of others. As we live in ſo- 
ciety our ſatisfaction and proſperity will de 
gepevgdent on the regard and good will of the 
D 2 perſons 


* 


= 


rd" the general good, as 


2 
him, but Stx. II. 


- 


* o ; 
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Sins. II. perſons among whom we are converſant z 
and a great and eſtabliſhed credit is ſo much 
| certain power and wealth. Nothing renders 

perſons eſteemed and beloved like a com- 

mand over their paſſions, a ſtrict integrity, 

an open honeſty, a generous benevolence, 

and a tender compaſſion; and nothing like 
frequent and fervent Prayer to a moſt righ- 

teous and merciful. God for exciting us to 

theſe virtues, and raifing us above temp- 
tations. This - muſt in part appear from 

what has been juſt offered, and a few re- 
flections more will make it fully manifeſt. 

Can we ſuppoſe that a perſon who in dai- 

ly fervent Prayer acknowledges, and com- 

mends himſelf to the providence and bleſſing 

of a governing God, who directs all events, 

_ delights in the good and upright, and pro- 
Pf. lxxxiv- miſes to be @ ſun and a ſhield, to give grace 
2nd glory, and withhold no good thing from 

* Them; that this perſon can ſee any great 
- temptation, in an opportunity of making con- 

fiderable gain by unrighteouſneſs; who is 

aſſured of obtaining whatever is really good 

for him in a way of righteouſneſs, and 

animated by a noble ambition to ap- 

prove himſelf to a moſt righteous and ever 

preſent God ; from whoſe view no ſecrecy 

can conceal, and for the loſs of whoſe 

flavour no wealth can recompence? The 
deſire and hope of ſecuring ſome good, or 

avoiding ſome evil, in a ſhorter and more 

8 50 10 effectual 


— 
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effectual way, than that of plain honeſty, 


are the uſual temptations with men to ſte 

aſide out of this path. They fancy they will 
juſt go a little out of the way to gain this 
advantage, and then return, again ; but they 
do not conſider, that one act of falſhood and 
injuſtice often makes more neceſſary, either 
for concealing or ſupporting the firſt ; till at 


length they are irrecoverably intangled in 


vice, and diſhoneſty becomes their ſettled 
character, and lofog their credit, they loſe 
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the greateſt external enjoyment, the being 


eſteemed and beloved, and the moſt effec - 
tual means for raiſing their fortunes. 

Again, beſides a firm integrity, a tender 
| compaſſionateneſs of heart, and a generous 
beneficence, render rſons exceedingly eſ- 
teemed and abel and over and above 
what was juſt mentioned of the efficacy of 


Prayer to increaſe theſe, it has a moſt fa- 


vourable influence upon them, by ingaging 
us frequently to contemplate, love and cele- 
brate the moſt bountiful, compaſſionate, and 
beneficent of all Beings; and this forms us 
to a reſemblance of thoſe excellencies, which 


we admire and love. It raiſes us alſo above 


the vain fear of wanting ourſelves, what. we 


charitably give away, and being loſers by a 


| generous beneficence; as it aſſures us of the 


ſpecial favour and ſupplies of the great Go 


vernor of the world, 4 will 2 in and 


8 make 
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Szk. II. make happy his children, that reſemble: mw 
——; in goad ne. 1 
If — it be hebe. nobewhy to 
enjoy uninterruptedly the pleaſures of a good 
conſcience, but to be generally eſ- 
teemed, and confided in; and an uncarrupted 
integrity and an extenſive beneficence ate the 
beſt means to make us ſoz then it is profite- 
ble to pray unto the Almighty, which will na- 
tally cheriſh theſe good di poſitions. 
4. It is profitable to pray e the Minighty, 
becauſe-it wil produce a noble joy and con- 
fidlence in him, and a permanent chearfulneſs 
and tranquility, amidſt all the uncertainty of 
events. : When we call any thing 8 
we mean, that it either gives happineſs im - 
mediately, or the means of procuring it; 
Prayer therefore muſt be allowed very profi- 
table, which infuſes into the ſoul an exalted 
joy and laſting ſatis faction. To conſider the 
government of the world as adminiſtered by 
a God of boundleſs power; all comprehenſive 
wiſdom, and inexhauſtible goodneis; and all 
cauſes. and events in his hands, 'wha will 
viii. make all things fo work. togetber fur good to 
;;;, the pious and holy, the righteous and merci- 
ful; who will give them every real good, 
and turn aſide ſrom them every real evil, and 
direct their paths to — folid ſelf enjoy 
ment here, and to the higheſt ſelicities of an 
everlaſting ſtate» To . 
n e e gau 
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y fervent Prayer to this altnighty friend, Su. H. 
204 be n fall aſſured that we ate bis care 
who will guide us by his counſel, ſhield us 
by bis power, and ſupply us from his trea 
ſutes, until he bring us to his eternal king · 
dom and glory; what noble joy, what ſes 
tene and laſting tranquility muſt, this pro- 
duce in the human heart, amidſt all the 
wants, tincertainties,' and evils of life! The 
favour; the treaſures, the power, and pro- 
miſe of a king are com to this a trifling 
ſecurity for the preſent life. Princes may 
fail, or change, or die. The moſt valuable 
goods are not in their power to give, ſuch aa 
true wiſdom, the command over our paſ—- 
| flons, and the joys of an inoreaſing virtue. 
There ate alſo vety gteat evils which their 
influence cannot remove, unruly paſſions, 
conſcious guilt and baſeneſs, deſerved infa- 
my, ſieckneſs, pain; and the dread of death. 
| Whereas altnighty God, who hath promiſed 
the good man his favour, and whoſe perfec- 
tions he „and whoſe piomiſes 
he pleads in Prayer, can rectify every diſor- 
der of body and mind, and ſupply every real 
what is beſt for us, nor his power be over- 
ruled, nor his goodneſs and faithfulneſs fail. 
What joy then can compare with his, Wo 
daily conſiders hitaſelf as the charge of this 
God, and exults in the aſſuranoes of his pro- 
tection, Web bounty, while he ſhall 
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| Hear it roar; and when he beholds others 


| De Advantagesof- rey ES 
dun- N. he ebntinued here; and of being ſoon raifed | 
= by him co the fulneſs of joy? Nay, the diſtreſs, 


uncertainty,” and wretchedneſs which/preva 
among thoſe who are without hope in God, 
make him enjoy the more his own'fecuri 


under the divine favour.” Like him who ſt 
on ſnore, can fearleſs ſee the tempeſt riſe, and 


toſſed and ſhipwrecked, more ſenſibly feels 
his own happineſs in deing ſecured er their 
ſuſferings and danger. 

In all Tce mentioned inſtances of the profit 
we may have from Prayer, I have confiried 


myſelf to the natural influence of it on our 


A and to preſent: experience; and all 


who will try may themſelves know the truth 


of the aſſertion, and the advantage of the prac- 
tice. This I have done, becauſe the perſons 


| who aſked" the queſtion, muſt be ſuppoſed 


to pay little regard to the iſes of * 
lation. But Beides thels fnſile and en- 
advantages. 

F. If we can truſt ande dent dictates 
of Reaſon, or to the moſt expreſs promiſes 
of Revelation, a religious temper and con- 


13 
rer. 


duc, will certainly. procure for us peculiar 
guidance, 'affiſtances,” and ſupplies from an 


Ever 


preſent God, though we cannot always 


Alliſtinctly know and aſſign them. 


erful, and omnipreſent God, 


e ee ee Alec eien 


that a moſt wiſe, righteous, good, 


all· pow - 
3 governor of 


the 


\ 
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the world, muſt approve and delight in the Su. II. 
humble, Tem and good, who — 
acknowledge his providence and government, 
and ſtudy Fo pleaſe. him, If God 
and delipht i in himſelf on account of his mo- 
ral perfections, he will conſequently be plea» 
fed with his reaſonable creatures, in 3 
tion as they reſemble him in theſe; 
proper diſpenſations to them, encourage —— . 
temper and practice, which hath the kindeſt 
influence on theſe qualities; and as he _ 
all events in his drectien, and all ; 
his gift, will order all for the beſt to them 
who truſt in the Lord and do good. 

And Revelation authorizes and eſtabliſhes 
theſe concluſions of Reaſon, Truſt in the Prov. iii. 
Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine 7c, ; 
own undenſtanding. In all thy ways acknows 7. 
leuge bim, and be ſhall direct thy paths. Thus 
Solomon adviſes, to whom God in anſwer to 
his Prayer granted wiſdom ſuperior to that of 
any mere man. And a greater than he, the 
Son of God, whom came from God into the 
world, en us in his name, that if We Mar. v. | 
pray in ſeoret, our Father «who ſceth in ſecret ? Luke xi. 
_ cunt yd con. And if earthly parents g. 
| n Hay ve good gifts to their children, 

8 ie 4 5 beavenly Fauber give good 
#hings, eſpecia s boly Spirit, e = 
of lim” Aj and ye | ſhall receive, : ſeek and 4 
1 Je ſhall find; and pray, 'grve us this day our . 
45 bread, lead u nat inta temptation, but - a 


"_ 


& 
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Stu. II. deliver un from cuil Which inſtructions. and 
—+— promiſes - abundantly confirm the extenſive 
directions and encouragements of his inſpired 
Phil. iv. Apoſtle. Be careful for Kal but in every 
ws thing by — and at gs with ihankſe 
giving, let your r-queſss ve made known unte 
God. And like this ſupported the 
>, faith and piety of good men before Chriſt, 
Pall. xci. Ee ſhall call upon me, and I will anſwer bim; 
5.2 I vill be with him in troublt; I will deliver 

| bim and honour bim; to which might be 

Pſ. 1xxiii. added ſeveral: beſore cited. It is therefare 
24, 28. guad for ur to dram nigh unte Gad, who will 
guide us by bis counſel, and afterward receive 
jag whereas e eee 
uin ſhall per 
| 1912 The way ws B de may realy, 
2 though | ſecre z Ju OM are 
+ wy +> by influencing the 
mind of dhe ttuly a8 to take prudent 
and ſucceſsful; meaſures, and exeiting and 
encouraging them to purſaits really good ;- or 
eſe turning them aſide from-ſuch as would 
©... ptbve hurtful and ruinout By favourably 
_ _ difpofing the minds of others towards m_ i 
4 to their minds their good quali- 
ties in the moſt advantageous light, or "ft. 
ning their diſpleaſure, and: the like, God 
who is intimately. preſent with all buman 
minds, and regulates the riſe and continuanes 
of our ideas. — thoughts, may ver 2 


. vollly; * to us imperceptibly, 
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If upon our humble Prayer in ſickneſs, the Str. II. 

mind of the Phyſician be directed io a ſueceſs- 8 

ful preſcription, the reward to Prayer is as 

real, as eee If in 

reward to a pious temper and life, the minds 

of the rich are inclined to us in diſtreſs; 

the profit of Prayer is as real, asif like Eh 

ku urn Ee PL pro uy Abd if a pious 

perſon be ſecretly diverted from making a 

voyage which would have proved fatal to 

him, the profit.of Prayer is as real, as if he | 

had been permited to ſet aut tu fea, and then 

lie Javcb been faved hy a miracle. Sins 
As it is moſt agreeable to the wiſe and uni» 

Gent conduct of divine Providence, not to 

inter poſe ſenſibly and mitaculouſiy, but in 

ſuch ſecret ways to influence th 


e bunch 
heart; and as the ways of. doing this are 
many more than we can aſſign, we may cer+ 
tatoly conclude Prayer to be greatly profitable; 
when both Reaſon En promiſe 
ſuch peculiar favour, guidance, ſupplies, ang 
protection ſrom a governing God, to thoſe 
vrho pray to him, and regularly truſt in him. | 
The. ſcripture: biſtory furniſhes various in- 
ſtances of this kind interpokitian, and teaches 
us to trace the: benefit to the real author, in 
the caſes of Abraham, JJeac,  Facoh, Foſeph, 
Moſes, David, Chrift and his {pofiles. And 
the experience, and obſervation of the pious. 
and conſiderate, will furniſh them with many 
ow wherein he d direction of 224 
to ence 


\ *% 


Sen. I. dence has been evident to themſelves, though 

+= not ſoclear to others; and wherein they = 

been able to ſay with a rational afſurance— 

This blefling 1 owed to the peculiar fa- 

te your of God — and this deliverance was a 

< ſenſible reward to Prayer and a pious truſt.” 

But I muſt leave theſe hints to be purſued in 

your own meditation, and haſten to a cloſe. - 

6. Prayer to the Almighty is profitable, 

becauſe it is the beſt relief under all diſtreſſes, 

and eſpecially when death approaches. What 

eaſe and comfort have we found, by diſbur- 

thening our ſorrows into the boſom of a wiſe 

and condial friend; what an unſpeakably 

: relief muff it yield, to pour them 

dut before an — wiſe and good Fa- 

ther, whoſe bounty and c are the 

7 ' conceivable; and his power equal to 

is goodneſs ? The pious ſoul no longer 

feels the weight of its cares and troubles, 

r be when it has thus cat them upon the Lord. 
Sickneſs, loſſes, and diſappointments, are no 
> longer felt as evils, when conſidered as really 
| directed by the ſupreme wiſdom and good- 
neſs for our greateſt good; and when we 

| have earneſtly prayed to that God, who 
3 hath promiſed to comfort and ſupport us, 
E and to deliver us in the beſt time. To be ſub- 
| FR to pain, ſickneſs, and ſorrows of various 
kinds, is the condition of all; to ſecure there · 

fore by Prayer theſe Yun Pang 
6 * of all. 5 * . 
N 


* 
* PA. 
Bs 
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And then nothing is more certain, 


forget 


and that wealth, friends, pleaſures, and na- 
tural fortitude, all fail us at death. The ir- 
religious, who have lived without God in the 
world, with Reaſon tremble at the thoughts 


45 


Stn. II. 
it as we may, than that we muſt all ſoon die; 


of entering his immediate preſence, and ap- 


xaring before him as their judge. Having 
ary their lives eſtranged from the ſatisfactions 


of goodneſs and devotion, and wholly poſſeſt 


by worldly cares and ſenſual pleaſures, they 
have no taſte or diſpoſition for. a ſpiritual and 


divine happineſs, and no hope of enjoying it; 


but unable to delight themſelves any longer 
here, are forced into another ſtate, under an 
_ abſolute deſpair of being happy therein. Con- 
ſcious to no concern for pleaſing God in life, 
but to numberleſs inſtances of ingratitude and 
diſobedience; 'they ſtand ſhuddeting and full 
of horror on the brink of eternity, yet muſt 


plunge into it, and with apprehenfions of 


ſinking into miſeries great as their paſt guilt 
and ingratitude. "LO ES a 


Whereas the good man, who hath prayed 1 Theſſ.v. 


without ceaſing, and in every thing given thanks; 
and been thus inabled to maintain warm, 
through out life, a concern to pleaſe God, 
and to keep himſelf in his love; b 


well accuſtomed to the pleaſures of devotion, 


of contemplating the perfections, and works, 
and word of God, to the pleaſures of grati- 


tude and hope in him, and a ſenſe of his ap- 


foe 


aving been 


17, 18. 
Jude xxi. 


probation ; | 
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4. H. pr. and knowing thieſe to de the moſt 
— valuable fatisfactions that a feaſonable Being 
can enjoy, and that they iare/ poſſeſt in the 
higheſt degree in heaven, it is n grief to 
him to quit the mean pleaſures of the body, 
when he quits wich it all its evils and imperc 
Lake xvi. fections. He can chearfully follow his guar- 
ian Angel into the world: of ſpirits, being 
| — to their 2 and plea- 
* xiii, ſures; and exulting i in the hope of ſoon ſer- 
+ 32. . W fare to fact that God, whom now be ſees 
23 Gut darkly through the veil of fleſh, and that 
zei. Ju whom baving not ſeen be loves ; and of 
; being beyond all doubt aſſured of their ap- 
probation, the hope of whoſe favour now ſo 
much tranſports him; and of Knowing, lov- 
ing, praiſing and adoring them in . 
from whom he hath received ſuch divine 
conſolations in his imperfe& devotions here. 
Luke (ummending therefore bis ſpirit into the hands 
xl. 48. of bis heavenly Pather, Prayer, which hath 
ſo greatly contributed to prepare his ſoul for 
heaven, tranſports him to the of the 
divine preſence, and the bliſs of immortali- 
$ ml For, f #0 
7. As Prayer ſuits the ſoul to the bleſſed- 
nels expected after death, and thus by the 
divine promiſe gives us a title to poſſeſs it, 
ii. is infinitely profitable 10 pray to the Almighty. | 
| Ars. yi, Reaſon convinces us, that the ſoul . 
53. hath of choice lived always eſtrang 


God, and ſaid to the Almighty, Pe | 


The Advantages of- Prayer. 47 
me, and is thus grown abfolutely unfit for 82. II. 
the/joys of his preſence, muſt rang ever want 
them. And it alſo convinces us, that the 
perfon, who when tried, whether amidit the 
pleaſures and cares, ang: diſtractions of the 
world, he would cultivate the love of God, 
a--concern to pleaſe and reſemble him in 
8, and a diſpoſition for the pleaſures 
of the cleareſt knowledge of God, 
exalted adoration and love, and perfect vir- 
tue; hath cultivated theſe diſpoſitions, thus 
approved his love to God, and grown meet 
for the h ſs of heaven, ſhall certainly 
enjoy it. The unbounded goodneſs of God 
determining him to make happy all his crea- 
tures, who are fit for e ni and e 
with his deſigng. 
And theſe dictates of Reaſon, Revelation 
abundandy confirms, aſſures happineſs, euer- 
laſting happineſs, 1 the pure in heart, to ſe an. v. 
that love Cad, draw nigh to bim, and delight *._ 
In bim. This blefledneſs which Revelation ;.*" * 
promiſes after death, and for which Prayer = lxxiii. 
thus prepares us, being. compleat, divine and ;+ 
eternal, the profit we have by by praying to the 1. 
Almi ighty appears to be infinite. And bad. Ep. u. 
ing thoſe Ry 4 fo ſeoffing aſk, What profit ſhall pet. i. 
ve have if we pray to God? conſider the full 3. 
import of divine and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 
and look into the next world, and think 
what angels there enjoy for ever—what is 
the * of perfect minds, and immortal 
bodies, 


John XIV. 


The Advantages F Prayer. 


© — bodies, of petfection in knowledge, deve- 
: tion, goodneſs, - and friendſhip p. and of poſe 


145 ſupports under 


ſeſſing every ſatisfaction proper to a reaſon- 
able and immortal Being. We can with 
triumph tell them, TEIs is the pRoFIT 
they have, who pray to God; for the re- 
23 and expreis promiſes of this we 
now, and in hope of the full ac- 
compliſhment wel call upon him as long as 
e 
Io perſuade all to do this, is the only Ap- 
plication that I ſhall make of this ſubject. 
Af ſuch be the profit, and theſe the 9 
of Prayer, let us begin and cloſe every day 
with ſecret fervent devotion. Let us delight 
to retreat from the world, and to converſe 
with God on the Lord's Day. Let us often 
meditate on his works, and on his word. 
Let us enrich the reliſh of the good things of 
life by a ſenſe of his goodneſs in them, and 
- by the hope of far better bleſſings to eternity. 
Let us raiſe the conduct of life by a conſtant 
regard to his approbation ; and ſecure ſolid 
FH the evils of it, and divine 
| aids for the practice of our various duties, 
by humble and fervent addrefles to the Father 
of mercies. And if we would ſucceed, let 
us remember, that formal and ſ piritleſs 
titions and praiſes will not procure fr blec 
ſings. Unleſs our underſtandings, our hearts, 
and affections are exerciſed in our devotions, 
wer cannot eren the natural fruits and ad- 
vantages 
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vantages of having our ſouls thus employed. gz. m 
Nor will a bare bodily ſervice without th 


heart: be accepted,. or rewarded by our hea- 
venly Father. 

We mult therefore reſolve to diſingage 
ourſelves - from all criminal ' purſuits, and 
from all mean paſſions and attachments, 
that we may have a capacity for the plea- 
ſures of devotion, enjoy them in ſome good 
degree here, and be prepared to enjoy them 
in perfection for ever. We muſt reſolve, 
that our general conduct ſhall correſpond 
with our Prayers; and that we will not by 
a wicked and unrighteous behaviour affront 
that moſt holy and good Being, whoſe fa- 
vour we ſeek by Prayer. In ſhort, to be- 
come thoroughly religious muſt be the buſi- 
neſs and delight of life; not merely a taſk 
to which we ſubmit, that we may avoid 
hell, and take ſhelter in heaven. Love, 
gratitude, dependence, hope in God, and 


a concern to pleaſe him, muſt animate 


our Prayers, and thence diffuſe themſelves 
through our whole temper and conduct. 
Then ſhall we know in a lower degree here 
the pleaſure and the profit of Prayer; and 
at that haſtening hour, when all the ho 

of the irreligious and all the profits of fin 
ſhall ceaſe for ever, we ſhall experience it 
to have been a moſt wiſe and reaſonable 


part, that we have ſerved the Almighty ; 
Vor. I. E 


and 


mn 2 : 


profitable that we have 

- ed unto bim ; being as happy as almighty 

power, in conjunction with equal wiſdom and 

neſs, can render thoſe whom God de- 

hts to make happy. CIPO! cds 
May he bleſs what has been offered, 

to determine us all without delay to ſeek 

this ineſtimable felicity, and make it our 
own, Amen. | 
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part of a ſet of Sermons on the vi. 
dences of the Phe csg Religion, the reader will 
more eafily apprebend the 7 of the Diſcourſe, 


. -» ond the firength of the reaſoning, i be bath, 
A a vie} view of the ma 


in which this 


ant nt was treated, The great 


— of natural Religion, the Being, Perfec- _ 
tions, and moral Providence of Gad; the moral 
_ ference of actions, and a future flate of re- 


E 2 : compen- 


4 


$1 


* 


PREFACE. 


compencer, being laid as the foundation,” Teboſe 
to build on it, the proof 1 in " 


* order. 


Prop. J. The n main > Gillis bud a6 7 


the chriſtian Religion are not only agreeable to 


Reaſon, but may be prouedimmediateꝶy by it. 


Weſe, on account of their internal evidence and 


 excellency, claim our belief and regard, as well 
as on account of the Revelation which delivers 


and enjorns them. The ſlate of the world at the. 
time —— Chrift appeared, rendered it highly 


 .oorthy of God, in an extraordinary way, to 


ſb manki nd with a perfect draught of 


thefe:: And unaſſiſted Reaſon having ever failed 


of forming ſuch a draught, that our Saviour, 


without the advantage of a learned education, 


delivered a perfect ſcheme of natural religion 


and morality to the world, is it ſelf a — 


3 1 pruof, that he was immediately inſiructed or 


comm We 2 Gad. 


Prop I. The defirines 5 Srecepts added | 
the Goſpel to natural Religion, and which 
Reaſon could not diſcover, or, at moſt, not eafily 
and fully, are in tbemſelves credible; fuitable 
to the fate of man, worthy the perfebtions "hg 


God, and highly advantageous for us to know 


ober pradiſe. This e eee, 15 the IO 4 , 


"0 e a * i 
Pio. m. 
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Prop IL. Our Saviour] he taught the 
; detrines'as from: God, was _ Away. 2 
E credit. The. exemplary. pi ety, goodneſs. and 
integrity of bis whole | 3s 2 bim to haue 
had truly at heart the interefis of virtue, and 
the happineſs of mankind, and to be incapable 
of undertaking à religious impoſture. His con- 
fantly declining to indulge the. popular notions 
of the Jews, of. a temporal Meſſiah, and an | 
earthly kingdom, tho' this indulgence would baue 1 
made him a king, is another ftrung 1 'Y 
of his deſerving . all credit, on account f bis 
integrity; bis freely reproung the ſupenſlition, 
bypocrify, pride, and avarice of the Phariſees, 
the leading ſect. among bis countrymen, is an- 
otber. And, finally, bis dying to .confirm the 
truth of his. ſpiritual Religion; tteſe . 3 
beyond exception, his integrity. Aud the ni-H 
ra cles be urougbt, the. 8 be delivered, 
and thoſe accompliſhed in bim; bis reſurrectiem *. 
From _ the dead, and pouring out the holy Sprit 
in bis. miraculous. gifts on his Apoſtles, abun- 
dantly prove his miſſiun from Gad, and that 
God: oh delivered ws. ! e which 
Nee e | 8 


- Prop. IV. * art. glied, Why we believe 
theſes ngs of Feſus Chriſt, that be lived thus: 
exemplarily, taught ſuch doctrines, worked ſuch 
ava, roſe from " dead, and enabled bis diſ- 


E 3 ciples 


. 


* . 0 * ws k 7 . 
* * x1 * 
— > : | 4 
0 * Yi Fi 
, o * 
1 2 I 


re 


to work miracles in bis name, = {be like ? 
We have this eaſy \anfwer to give Tbalf wwe 

pe A's 7 eye und ear- witneſſes, 
te Apojller, 4 wit neſſes unex= 
2 credible, 4g — 
; the: fats — a 9 75 
—5 be We- en and 


2 
: — Ser inthe as 7 an 
Poſſible; bad not their 
Funber, for our receiving their as 
of Hivihe aubbrity, we have theſe reaſons; we 
ur ep afſured Chrift promiſed bis Spirit 
#6 Nu them into all truth; "which, 
be importance of his \doftrines, there is 
8 . % rbint be would do; and that they 


e B50 . Old Ce "We re- 
ceive, though they have other evidences of their 


truth and genuineneſs, this is ſufficient ſatiſ- 
Jettionfor common chriſtians, ther hi. 
 *porrcal accounts ure quoted as true and authen- 
lic; their predidtions, ' &. as 'of 


precepts, 
nn * 


reſt: :mony been trae, 


2 2 % 


* 
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Prop, y. That the mil we receive as 
the Apoſtles, were really their writings, and 
8 rupted to our times, we haue ail 
q — 2 they were  acknow- 

age 2 4 by the firfl chriſtians, apho 
| 2 1 ee immediat 


many into 
differen languages, and copies of them 
perſed through all nations, and innumer 
paſſages cited from them by the writers of 4 
f ages; fo that it wat rmpoſſuble to alter 


or corrupt any number of copies, without being 
immediately diſcovered contraditted by o- 


ther copues ; whereas all the ancient coptes and 
verfions, which we have in great" . 


Why. aig 


ofed, the eat. 7 
treve 6th : 


—_ —— 
A premiſed, I am next to make my 


7 f Reverend Brethren, ond 


of the fatis? 1. aohich we 
| ve bade . 


3 
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PREFACE 


. to the Young Gentlemen who ſupport the LEC- 
6 T.URE; — thetr favourable reception of this 
Z Diſcoumſe; and to defire the whole may be read 
© @s. candidly: as they. beard the greater part of it. 
Let ne be allowed" alſo, to declare my great ſa- 
tigfaction in the readineſs of the Young Gentle- 
men to encourage a'rational and amiable re- 
preſentatiun f the. chriſtian doctrines; and ex- 
bort them to puſh: their inquiries in Religion, 
und lay tbe foundation firm, in a rational af- / 
 furance. F ils truth. Whatever ſome may 
imagine, an implicit faith which refts only on 
tbe authority , Parents, or Miniſters; or an 
2 which is reſokvable only into 
ſoma warm emotions, and unaccountable im- 
Pulſes onthe: mind; are, for real excellency 
| able fecit, no wa comparable to that 
faith; which 14 an honeſt impar- 
tial ſtudy 7 tbe proofs of Chriftianity, and @ 
clear diſcernment ef itt evidences, | 
be impllcit, on the! enthufaftick: believer, 
will be in danger of having his faith ſhaken and 
.. © overturned, by everyaſſault of an unbeliever, and 
WM even Gy. bit o 2 be will be likely 
do place the main of bis Religion in obſervances 
== | .of- lirtie real value, and a corrupt the: beauti- 
aiglaprcyy of the Goſpel," by @ large mixture 
. abſurd party notions," which have, to bim, 
kfb fame recommendatian with the greateſt 
truths ; aſcribing to God qualities and actions 


nwortÞy of. bim, will, probably, be. a great 


* 


PF N E FP A C E. 
part o, bis devotion; and the more be forms 

bimſelf to a reſemblance of this falſe image 7 
the Deity,” the more unhke will be grow to the 
beſt" of Beings, in true goodneſs ; his appli- 
cation to what is ſolidly good, being ill ſupport= 
ed, will be faint and inconſtant, while perbaps | 
with a warmth of zeal be ſhall be engaged in 
promoting, by the worſt methode, ſome things 
which, inſtead of being — are the 
eft corruptions of it; and 'of tonſequence 
1 — rad þ; chearing and —— 
bis mind, fills bis breaſt with an uncomfortable 
ghom, and ſuperſtitious terrors ; and inſtead of 
rendering bim a bleſſing to all about him, * 

him uneaſy, injurious and intolerable. * 
Whereas the believer, whoſe faith is built on a 
clear and full conviftionof the excellency and evi- 
dences of true Religion, like @ houſe founded on 
a rock, will triumph over the «aſſaults of in- 
fidelity and the ſhocks of temptation. Things 
really excellent in Religion will employ bis zeal 
and application, the love of God, the Iove of 
mankind, and the cultivating a ' dj iſpofition of 
ſoul for the enjoying a happineſs ariſing out of 
- rfeftion of knowledge, devotion, goodneſs, 
friendſhip ; his methods of promoting Re- 
livim will be ſound reaſoning, propoſed in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs, and ſeconded with the at- 
tratirve force of a good example. From clear 
emen and happy ee convinced ＋ 


*S 


the aa of Abe * 
Free, clear ful, and conſtant ; in bimſelf, 
3 aud pleaſed with bis duly, be will be eafy and 
agreeable to all that converſe with bim; and, 
fmnally, his amiable and wortby apprebenfions of 
. God, and of the gracious deſign of the Goſpel, 
und bis rational aſſurance of the certainty, 
Infinite value of the happineſs promiſed by our 
© Saviour to obedience, ua animate bim to a 
} 8 _Conflant improvement in 5; chear bim 
8 #-the evils of hife, — os bien its 
| I ret, brighten even the glum of deoch, and 
ſupport his foul coll bnakay e faith for 
Fight, and_ feel bimjfelf bappier than be can 


now concei ue Off | N Nan 
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New _ Yeſus again 00 ak Ian 

le light of the world ; be that followeth me 
hal not wall in e- een ir 
r ee © 


mit to his Eu and embrace. 
his Religion. 'The arg is thi : 
in this method they would gain aflurance in 
matters of very great importance; as to which | 
th had before been 1 or uncertain; 
ſuch clear light as would: give them full a- 
tisfaction of mind at preſent, and conduct 
them to eternal happineſs. Light, by un 
eaſy and elegant metaphor, ſignies know 


ledge or infirugtion, becauſe what the * 
e * 


6⁰ . CaxrisT the Light of the World. 


Ser. III. is to the mind for informing the judgment, 
and directing the moral conduct. He there- 
fore that gives inſtruction to others, may be 
called a light to them; and he that gives 

inſtruction to all mankind in affairs of the 
greateſt importance, and ſuch inſtruction as 
would lead them, if purſued, to never- end- 
ing life and happineſs, may juſtly be ſtiled 

the light of the world, and the light of life. 
As . ſun is, to the natural world, the 
common fountain of light, ſuch was Jeſus, 

by his doctrines and precepts, to the moral; 
his Religion being —— for the inſtruc- 

tion and guidance of all mankind, and re- 
commended to the world with the brighteſt 
evidences of divine authority. Whoever 
therefore impartially conſiders the doctrines, 
precepts, and promiſes of the Goſpel, 
may be caſily convinced that our Saviour, 
3 ma the juſteſt reaſon, aſſumed. this title, 
the. light: of tbe world, the light liſe; for 
beſides his giving mankind a clear and con- 
ſiſtent ſummary. of thoſe religious truths and 
duties which were diſcoverable by Reaſon, 
and free from all thoſe errors men had be- 
fore mixed with them; he diſcovered to 
them ſeveral. great and important truths, as 
to which they were before ignorant, or in 
doubt; truths which have the mightieſt in- 
fluence. to excite mankind to the practice of 
goodneſs, to clear the darkneſs and confuſion 


they were involved in uide them to 
ble and happineſs, "ROPE My 


Cnxts r © the Lighs of the World. 6 


My preſent buſineſs will be to make good Sa. II. 
this aſſertion of our Saviour in the Text, by 
an enumeration of particulars; from which 
it will appear, that our Saviour revealed to 
the world ſeveral noble truths before un- 
known, or not clearly and fully known; 
truths of the greateſt ſervice to the virtue 
and happineſs of mankind; As I go over 
the ſeveral inſtances, I ſhall endeavour to 
make it evident, that the doctrines and pre- 1 
cepts added by the Goſpel to natural Re- 4 
ligion, the ume which the world knew, 1 
or might have known before, are in them 
ſelves credible, worthy the perfections of 
God, and accommodate to the ſtate of man- 
| kind, and therefore highly advantageous for 
us to know or practiſe; and that this, which 
may be called the internal proof of Chri- 
ſtianity, is a ſtrong inducement to every con- a : 
ſiderate perſon, to embrace the chriſtian Re- _ 3 
ligion, and follow our Saviour, who was in- | : 
deed the light of. the world, and the light of 
life, conducting men to life eternal. Though 
ſome of the truths I ſhall inſtance in were 
before diſcovered to the Jews in the Old 
Teſtament, yet, as to theſe, our Saviour 
_ juſtly claims the henour of being che light 
of the world, ſince it was purely by means of 
his Religion they were made known to all 
mankind; and though ſome others were 
more fully revealed by his Apoſtles than by 
our Lord n — the honour of theſe 
belongs 


62 Cuntsr the Light of the World, 
Ss. IM. belongs to him, fince he taught his Apoſtles 
| > theſe, either immediately or by the divine 

_ © Spirit, which, after his aſcenſion, he ſent 
down upon them, That this Diſcourſe 
9 may not run out too great a length, omiting 
* © others, I ſhall confine myſelf to the follow- 
| ing inſtances. | bo 3 
5 The account Chriſtianity gives us of the 
. © original of evil. The doctrine of a particu- 
lar Providence. The full aſſurance of the 
pardon of all ſins on repentance, and the 
diſpenſing this pardon in a way conſiſtent 
with the honour of the divine holineſs and 
government, through the death and media- 
tion of the Son of God. The full and ex- 
- bel promiſe of divine aſſiſtance. The in- 
mation, that the preſent is a final ſtate of 
trial; and that the reward of the imperfect 
virtue of a ſhort life will be compleat and 
- everlaſting happineſs. And particularly, that 
our victories over the fleſh, and keeping it 
in ſubjection to Reaſon, ſhall be recom- 
penſed by raifing our bodies from the grave, 
* glorious, ſpiritual, 8 and immortal. 
HI' be ſeting apart a Seventh Day for the pub- 
lick worſhip of God, and more intire appli- 
cation to the duties of piety and virtue. The 
inſtitution of the Sacraments, and the Mini- 
ſtry. — Theſe additional doctrines and duties 
will, upon a review, appear improvements 
of natural Religion, worthy of God, for 
their tendency to render our piety and virtue 
; | 'S more 


it of 
\ 


| Cunter the Light of the World. 63 
more eaſy and perfect; and proofs that our S. III. 


Saviour, who communicated the knowledge — 
of them to mankind, was tbe light of tbe 


world, and the light of life. * + 
I. The account Chriſtianity gives us of R 
the entrance of evil, moral and natural, ints - * 
the world, and its prevalency, is of great 3 
advantage to us; and by informing mankind _ 


of this, our Saviour proved himſelf the hight » 
of the world. Beſides what Reaſon offers, for 
vindicating the divine perfections and provi- 
dence in this difficult inquiry, to which chri- 
ſtians have an equal right with the deiſts; 
Revelation acquaints us with ſeveral parti- 
culars of great uſe for clearing the difficulty. 
Reaſon- informs us, it is fit intelligent and 
free Beings ſhould be tried and approved, be- 
fore they are rewarded ; and be eſtabliſhed in 
virtue, before they are fixed, unalterably, in 
happineſs; ſince otherwiſe God would not go- _ 
vern them according to their nature, which 
renders them capable of an approved virtue, 
and they could not enjoy the higheſt ſatisfaction a N 
of all, the ſatisfaction ariſing from conſcious in- 
tegrity, maintained amĩdſt difficulties and temuop : 
tations, and from thus rendering themſelves * 
proper objects of the divine acency. | 
From Reafon we further _ that if 
be tour live to God and goodneſs ' 
ſhould be tried by Aifficulties and temp- 
tations, it really makes no difference on the 
whole, whether theſe be more or fewer, 
ſtronger 


"a+ «+ 
n 
* 
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Sas: Hl. ſtronger or weaker, provided our great Creator 
— and Governor make anſwerahle allowances, or 
1 grant anſwerable aſſiſtances; proportion the 
| + * reward to the difficulties of the confſict, and 
1 nc ccepting lower attainments in - goodneſs 
where the oppoſition: is ſtronger, reward 
. hem as he would higher attainments in 
more advantageous circumſtances. - That 
+ God will thus deal with us we are aſſured 
by Reaſon, fince he is- infinitely - wiſe and 
good, knows our frame, knows what in 
every action is ſtrictly ours, and ' what is to 
be imputed to the unavoidable influence of 
8 education, and the like; ſees the 
ſtrength of the virtuous diſpoſition, though 
ſtruggling beneath, and almoſt over-whelm- 
ed by oppoſite inclinations and diſadvantage- 
ous external - circumſtances, . tis ſcarce diſ- 
cernable by human eyes; and muſt approve, 
love, and reward us, in proportion to what 
is properly our own in every virtuous action, 
and deduct from the account of every action, 
in appearance vicious, whatever is really owing 
co cauſes and circumſtances out of our power. 
ES, Reaſon further informs us, that the ſtrong 
Toe” 5a inclinations. in our frame to ſenſible ? 
and averſions from ſenſible evil, and the 
pPaſſions founded on theſe, which occafion 
ſo much irregularity in our conduct, are 
yet proper trials of our virtue, which is 
to ſhow its ſtrength in the ſteddy govern- 

| moon; 3 and that all nn evils 

1 we 


. * 
* 
2 5 . 
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1 Lew 1 Well. _ 
8 3 fickneſs, Sun. II. | 
diſappointments, and the like, are either hy > 
proper correctives of vice, or for 
_ exerciſing, approving, or increaſing our ſubß?;k p 
miſſion to God, our love to goodneſs, our _ 3 
compaſſion to the unhappy,” and numerous * Il 
other virtues; the preſent internal ſatifac® 
tions and future rewerds of Which will a- 
bundantly compenſate for all we ſuffer ih + 
their practice. Theſe, and other conſidera- 
tions Reaſon offers in vindication of the 
wiſdom, holineſs and goodneſs of God, 


which ſeem im by the ſtrong pro- 
penſities in our conſlitution, to objects that 


ve the occaſions of ſin, and by the many Ki f 
i * evils which abound amidſt his Works. 5 
And this defence is ſtrengthned by the chri- 


ſtian Revelation, which informs us, that _ 
. tate of things was not the original 
ment of God; but tooł its riſe from the 2 — 
ful tranſgreſiion of the firſt parents of man- ** 
kind; that their ſin would not have been 
ſuffered to produce ſuch effects had not 
God provided an equal ; Joreordained r iPg. i. . * 
before the foundation:of the world ; had he not 
determined to make anſweruble allowances, Gen. iii- - 
and give anſwerable affiſtances; had he not, 


in conſideration of the ſharpneſs of the trial, 


appointed it to be but ſhort, 6 -- WY 


relolved.'to accept an imperfect virtue, but 
reward it, th 


rough the obedience of his Son, 
with perfect and everlaſting — with Rom. v. 
Vol. I. F eternal "me 
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"2 Cantor the Lig of the Wald... 
Sun. Il. eternal fe, the reward annexed in the origi- 
I nal conſtitution, to unlining 'obedience ; ſo 
F 1 that as in Adam all die, in Clrift all are made 
1 i Cor, 8 This ſolution St, Paul gives us at 
2% arge, Nom. v. from Verſe 12 to the end, 
where he expreſsly aſſures us, that all the ill 
effects owing to the diſobedience of the firſt 
Adam, were fully remedied by the good ef- 
Fes following the perfect obedience of the 
ſecond; and, that as by the offence ꝙ one, 
judgment came upon all men to condenmation ; 
fo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
wpon all men to the juſtification of life; and 
-wbere fin abounded, in its pernicious fruits, 
grace did much more abound in the contrary. 
n ents, and 
wretchedneſs which attend the preſent Rate, 
the permillion of theſe appear wiſe and kind; 
fince we are, according to the doctrine of 
the Goſpel, after a few days ſpent here, de- 
= " figned for a ſpiritual and divine happineſs in 
i; another world, and hereby prevented from 
Chap. xii 
eu. eaſily giving up ourſelves to ſenſual good, to 
, Luke x the debaſing our ſpirits, ſpoiling their reliſh 
dor rational pleaſures, and loſing this divine 
—_ everlaſting felicity. The ſuperſtitious and 
_ -- dreadful of the Deity, which 
the view of the world of mankind might 
- otherwiſe occaſion, are, by this repreſenta- 
tion of the divine defigns towards us, in- 
tirely prevented, and we are formed to the 
higheſt vevernon and love to a firm 20 
an 
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Duster the Light of the World. 
and a chearful refignatign to an infinitely Sex. II. 
© wiſe and good God, who over- rules what to >< 


appearance are che greateſt evils, for the 7 
E — of the greateſt We are | 
alſo, by che ſcripture account of the fall and 
its nces, hindered from indulging to 
the violence of inclination and paſſion, under 
9 nce that they are natural; as it teaches 
us that this is not a part of original nature; 
permiſſion of it was deſigned for 
the trial of our virtue; and, that by being 
ſtrictly moderated, it may prove the occaſion | 
of a more approved virtue, and a higher hap- 
pineſs. We are alſo by this account ſecured James . 
againſt that melancholy notion, and its diſ- * 
couraging conſequences, that theſe ſtrong 
irregular propenſions are the effects of our 
own ſins, in an imagined ſtate of exiftence 
before we entered theſe bodies ; which-yet 
was the beſt account the beſt philoſophers, 
without Revelation, gave of the preſent ſtate 
of mankind; an account which made what 
was otherwiſe at worſt but an infelicity, a- 4 
pear a guilt, or the effect and puniſhment. ß 
it; and tended to diſcourage us in the ſtrug·/gñ 2? 
gle, ſince we had leſs reaſon to enpect fa. 
vourable allowances and aſſiſtances from God, 
if theſe propenſions were of our own con- 
tracting; and could have leſs ſatisfaction in 
a ſincere and approved virtue, becauſe im- 
perfect, while we. thought this imperfection 
owing to our own wilful tranſgreſſions in a 


i; 
=” . . 


— the an We | ſupplies us with, for ſolving, the - 


th N . 42 | ; . 6 5 8 * 
Canter th Lighe of the TY 
pte exiſtent ſtate. 8 Theſe advantages whi . 


t queſtion of che origin * 
ol, ea greatly recommend the Goſpel 
every ſober deiſt, who is equally con- 
er with the chriſtian, to vindicate the 
divine perfections, and conſiſtently with theſe 
to account for moral and natural evil. This 
hath not been duly conſidered by ſome of 
them, in their objections againſt this part of 
Chriſtianity; who have talked as if they were 
not equally obliged to account for theſe, or 
as if Revelation brought thoſe evils into the 
world which it found in it, at the fame time 
ſupplying us with the beſt remedies againſt 
them. 


II. The doctrine of a particular Provi- 
dence, which Reaſon renders highly proba- 
ble, is made certain by the Goſpel ; and by 
- afſuring us of this, our Saviour juſtified his 
claim to be the lig be of the world. The ſa- 
cred writings . us, that God not only. 

verns the world by a general Providence, 
loves holineſs and hates vice, and will finally 
make religion and virtue the intereſt of al 
their votaries, and the vicious miſerable, ac- 
_ cording to their demerits ; but that be or- 
ders the particular circumſtances of all, eſpe- 
cially of the pious and good, after a manner 
that may prove , moſt favourable to their 
- piety and virtue, and their greateſt happi- 
neſs upon the whole. That the evils of life 
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eau the Light of the Nr. 69 
2 die not merely the reſult of the preſent con- 888. LI. 
+. - ,»fiitution-of things, in the general eſtabliſned 
by God for wiſe reaſons, but his fatherly 
Chaſtiſements, and the effects of his love, Heb. au. 
dieſigned for our amendment, or as trials to“ * 
exerciſe and improve us in virtue, and al- James i. 
ways allotted us in the beſt ſeaſons for an- 1 
ſwering theſe purpoſes. That not the ſmall- 
eſt event is exempted from his direction, y 
fince a ſparrow falls not to the ground with Matt. x. 
out our heavenly Father ; and by him even * 3 ® 
| the bairs of our head are numbered. We = 
know, from the Scriptures, that all things Rom. vil. 
work together for good to them that love Gad; 28. 
that if in our ways we acknowledge him, be AION 
will dire our paths; and if we ſeek "firſt the 6" 
kingdom of God and bis righteouſneſs, be will Mae. vi. 
add all other things unto us. That if we com- 23. 
mend our ways to him in well-doing, and 
by prayer and truſt, caſt our cares upon him, * Pet. v. 
be will care for us; and not only reward us ” 
at laſt, according to the degrees of our pi 
and obedience, but ſo direct all the events of | 
our lives as may beſt promote them. What | 
is there can cheer the minds of the conſid © 
rate like theſe aſſurances, amidft the folly,  . * 29 
weakneſs, and uncertainty that inſeparably 
attend the preſent ſtate? No perſuaſion like 
this, for raiſing a man above all temptations; , 
and leaving him nothing to be concerned a- 
bout, but doing his duty in whatever ſtation 
of life he may be caſt. Nothing like this, 
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San. HI. to calm his mind and make him eafy under 
— affliftions, eſpecially thoſe brought on him 

by the folly or wickedneſs of others; fince 
be is thus aſſured, that nothing out of his 
own power can really hurt him. It is there- 

forte a great excellency. in the chriſtian Re- 

2 l not ra! on to us, in 

| ſtrongeſt light, thoſe general principles 
= . of the divine perfections — providence on 
=— + which this faith is built, but places, in the 

BY cleareſt and moſt familiar light, this particu- 
lar important truth, and gives it the ſanction 
of the moſt expreſs authority. 


45 III. The affarance that God's pardoning 
3 merey extends to all fins and all ſiners, on 
3 condition of repentance and amendment, is 


another invaluable part of the chriſtian Re- 
velation; and by aſſuring us of this, Chriſt 
was, in 2 moſt deſirable inſtance, the ligbi 
Pa guilty world. Though Reaſon gives good 
- ground to hope, God will pardon the peni- 
tent and-thoroughly reformed, yet how far 
14 his pardoning mercy ſhall extend, whether 
m. treat fins re after renuntiations, to 
BH ſins that have left a great diſability on the 
1 mind for the ſuture practice of goodneſs, or 
which have had moſt miſchievous conſe- 
| quences to 55 wy beyond our power to 
repair, and eſpecially where a great part of 
life hath been waſted in the 2 & 2: gk _ 
as to theſe particulars Reaſon cannot give a 
diſtinct anſwer, entirely ſatisfying ; at m 
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Cnntsr tbe Light of the World, * 7 
it is ſilent, whether ſuch great finers, though 823. III. 
real penitents, ſhall receive any reward, and 
of what kind and degree. God is free in the 
exerciſe of his goodneſs, and diſpenſing un- 
merited and forfeited favours ; and therefore 
at ſhare ſuch ſhall receive it cannot cer- 
tainly ſay. It is therefore an invaluable part 
of the chriſtian ſcheme admirably ſuited to 
the frail and corrupt ſtate of mankind, that 
it aſſures the forgiveneſs 1 = ſins 2 3 
nitent, that alone agai e 4 "0 
heli excluded ; boedale: i woe: Matt. xii, 
tance impoſſible, deſtroying all the. Goſpel- *4 ** + 
motives to it, by aſcribing to evil ſpirits the 
fulleſt evidences of its trath, the miraculous 
gifts of the holy Spirit. How ſhould all of 
us therefore who are conſcious to ſa many 
offences againſt God, and need ſo much his 
pardoning mercy, rejoice in thoſe full affu- 
rances, that the blood of Cbriſt cleanſeth from John i. 
all fin, and that all manner of fins and iniqui- 7. =. 
ties ſhall be forgiven to the penitent and re- 3 . 
formed! What can be better adapted to be- 
get an ingenuous ſorrow and repentance, for 
having offended ſo good a God, and to ani- 
mate our endeavours after the moſt advanced 
degrees of holineſs, as the beſt return to fo 
| gracious and ſo compaſſionate a Sovereign and 
Friend? What can better prevent the harden- 
ing influence of deſpair, or what ipſpire a 
ſtronger abhorrence of vice, than a view of 
its ingratitude and baſeneſs, as commited in 
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Ses. m. abuſe of ſuch goodneſs ? 
2 the moſt that Reaſon ben cool -— Pp 
undiſturbed: could in a good degree aſſure 


unter the Light of the url. 


And further, allow 


N 
4 \ 


us, that the ing mercy of God would 


reach to all fins repented'of, it would yet be 


greatly defirable to have expreſs aſſurances of 
this from God himſelf, in his word. Guilt 


and its conſequents, grief and fear, cloud 
the mind, make truths of this kind appear 
in a doubtful light, and incline us, even 
when we moſt need the aſſurance of their 
truth, to reverſe thoſe judgments we had 
g fined in our cool hours, and to doubt of 


the — of God extending to us, ſo 


guilty v. Whereas the clear and expreſs 


declarations of God in his word always re- 


main the ſame; and as at ſuch times we are 


in no diſpoſition: to doubt the truth of his 


word, neither can we queſtion the extent of 


his grace when ſo fully aſſerted. 


IV. The manner of diſpenſing this free, 


and extenſive grace of God, through the 


_ atonement. of the blood of Chriſt, and hi 


conſequent mediation at the right- hand of 
God, is only to be learned from the chri- 


ſtian Revelation; and by diſcovering this, 


our Saviour proved himſelf to be the light” 97 


Mat. xxvi. 
28. 


the world. He tells us himſelf, his blood was 


** Ke, for _ for the remi iron of _ 


* See Uh. Gar an th Prof of fore St from 
Reaſon, Chap. IX. $3.7, ;. 
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Cunts the Light of the World.” 73 
and in Cbriſt we bave redemption, through bit Sat. III. 
bleed, even the forgiueneſs of ſins,” according to S.. 
the riches of the Father's Grace. He was de. Rom. ©.” 
livered for our offences, and raiſed again for 25. 
our juſtification, Who then ſhall condemn? 8 "ow 
Shall Chriſt who died? Yea, rather who is riſen 

again, who is even at the right-hand of God, 

who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. God, who 

is not only a Being ſupremely good, but a 

moſt wiſe and holy Governor, was concern- 

ed ſo to diſpenſe his pardoning mercy to a 

ſinful world, as at the ſame time to en- 

eourage them to repent, and to prevent their « 
preſuming on his goodneſs, and abuſing its 

rich diſcoveries” to greater corruption and 
wickedneſs, the natural diſpoſition of all 

finers. Guilt makes men ſuſpicious and 

fearful of God, and while they are uncertain 

of his accepting them, they cannot eaſily 

reſolve on the labours of mortification and a i 
thorough amendment; they therefore need 
the fulleſt diſcoveries and ſtrongeſt aſſurances 

of the divine forgiveneſs, to encourage them, 

to ſcatter their guilty fears, and melt and 
overcome the obſtinacy of their hearts. At 

the ſame time, the further they have pro- 
ceeded in vice, and the more they want 

thoſe aſſurances of mercy, the more diſpoſed 


are they to abuſe them; to think fin, they 


have ſo long indulged, a light evil, when 
God freely forgives it, and to negle& true 
holineſs as an unneceſſary, becauſe difficult 

5 a attainment. 
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neſs, are eſſential to 


bs. Gr the Light's of the World. 


de un sttsiament. Though Ged, as they think 
be could do no leſs, ed repentance 


and future obedience, yet they fancy he 


will not rigorouſly inſiſt on them, but be as 


ready to excuſe or forgive future tranſ 
ſions as paſt. Obedience to the — 
God, and the ſteddy 2 of true good 
ction e bag 
pineſs of mankind. An Ls wiſe, holy, 
and good God cannot but will men ſhould 
practiſe theſe, and do whatever is becoming 
him to promote their practice. It was there- 
fore worthy the wiſdom of the great Gover- 
nor of the world, to temper his full diſco- 
veries of pardoning mercy to ſiners, with 


a proportionable diſcovery of his abhorrence 


. of vice, and love of holineſs: and this he 


hath done, by giving up a Perſon of fuch 


high dignity as his only begotten Son, not 


only to be made fleſh, and live upon earth 


for the promotion of piety and virtue by his 


inftructions and example, but to die on the 
croſs as an atofſing ſacrifice; by appointing 
that he, who willingly undertook our cauſe, 


and gave up himſelf to this difficult work 


for our ſakes, ſhould, to manifeſt the Fa- 
ther's concern for his violated laws, ſuffer 
and die; and diſcovering, in this ſubmſſion, 


the moſt excellent virtue and obedience, | 
cauſe the conceſſions made to him in favour 


of guilty men, to appear as the reward of 


his extraordinafy merit, as well as encourage- 
ments 


< 


e Light of the Walls. 726 


> ments. to the penitent to exert ee to Sex, II. 
the utmoſt. What could more demonſtrate WWW 
the goncern of the divine Being to advance 
holineſs and root out vice, than his ſubject- 
ing for this end his only begotten Son to the 
meanneſs and labours o a mortal condition, 
and the ſuffering of death? What could 
more declare his abhorrence of the diſobe- "4 
dience of mankind (excepting the deſtruction | 
of the diſobedient, which this method was 1 
deſigned to prevent) than his not empower- = 
ing, even his own Son, to grant us a full 4 
pardon, but on condition of his becoming | 
obedient unto death ;, and thus appointing him Rom. v v. 4 
who was not only moſt dear to his Father, 1 
as his only begotten, but as perfectly ſub- .M 
miſlive = obedient, to expiate our fins by 
his death, that we might be effectually con- 
vinced what our ſins deſerved ; and on ac- 
count of the Son's meritorious obedience and 
> „granting him a power to give not on 
a full pardon = fins paſt, but eternal life 0 x 
| thoſe that believe, that are thoroughl 
pentent, and fincerely, though im Lay, Job 151 _ 
good? The merciful goodneſs of God, . 
the motives to repentance, from ingenuity E 
and gratitude to a pardoning God, are equal - 5 
ly — and affecting, as if our ſins had 
been forgiven without a propitiation; nay. 
greater, ſince God himſelf provides the pro- 
pitiation, and thus ſhews it is not owing to 1 John iv. 
an indifference to our ſins, but to his un- % 10. 
| | bounded 
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FE mercy and goodneſs, that he for- 
gives them, We are alſo ſtrongly convinced 
._ = of the great malignity of moral evil, by the 

agonies the Redeemer (endured to take it 
away; and ingaged not to abuſe the good- 
neſs of God ſo groſsly, as to continue prac- 
tiſing what he hated, more than he loved the 
life of his own Con. 
If it be objected, Where is the juſtice of 
puniſhing the innocent, that the guilty may 
| eſcape? I anſwer—There is no injuſtice in 
permiting thoſe evils. to fall on the innocent, 
which to the guilty are puniſhments of fin, 
when important ends of the divine govern- 
ment are hereby anſwered ; when the ſuffer- 
ing party voluntarily ſubmits to thoſe evils, 
and when even thoſe evils (his ſubmiting to 
them being in him an inſtance of the moſt 
perfect virtue) procure to him thehigheſt hap- 
pineſs and reward. And this is the ſcripture 
account of the affair. No man took our Sa- 
viour's Iiſe from him, but he laid it down of 
himſelf; and therefore the Fatber loved bim, 
becauſe be laid down his liſe; and becauſe be 

* humbled bimſelf, and became cbedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs, therefore 
Phil. ii. God bighly exalted him, and gave him a name 
ohn xvii. above every name, and a power to give eternal 
2. Ife to as many as be bad given him; that is, 
to all the penitent and ſincerely good. Sup- 
_ "poſe a King, out of a concern to maintain 
his authority, and ſecure the future obe- 
R 5 dience 


CursT the Light of the World. 


requeſt of his own Son, to recal baniſhed 


rebels, unleſs his Son would go to them in 


their baniſhment, and endeayour perſonally 
to reclaim them to a ſenſe of their rebellion, 


* 
1 


N 
dience of his ſubjects, refuſe, even at the 98. 1. 


* » 


and of their duty. and the Prince willingly ' 


undertake this. It is certain, by living for 
a time with the baniſhed, he faffers what is 
the puniſhment of their rebellion, though 
himſelf innocent; and this without any in- 
juſtice, becauſe it is his own chaice, and be- 


cauſe he hath the ſatisfaction of reclaiming 


the rebellious ; and, as a reward, ſees them 


reſtored to their own country, and receives - 
himſelf a ſhare in his Father's throne. It is 


the happineſs of God himſelf to communi- 
cate good, and this our Saviour is rewarded 
with in the. higheſt degree, by receiving a 
power to confer everlaſting happineſs on all 
the human race who do not abſolutely unfit 
themſelves for it. In this method of ſhew- 


ing favour to mankind the innocent is not 


puniſhed, that the guilty, as ſuch, may 
eſcape; but he ſuffers thoſe evils to excite 
in them a ſenſe of their guilt, and bring 
them to a temper which may qualify them 
for mercy. The guilty, after all, are not 
forgiven but upon condition of repentance 
and reformation, which is the whole the 
objectors contend for, as neceſſary to ſecure 
the honour of the divine laws and govern- 
ment. And if, beſides the repentance pap 
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eh th of the guilty, the ſufferings and 
"3 death of our Mediator are required and ac- 


. the honour of the divine holineſs 


and government are certainly better guarded. 

It is true, did the obedience and death of 

Ckriſt excuſe us from the ne obli- 
gations of holineſs and obedience, and would 
Bod on account of theſe receive and make 
Happy the unholy and impenitent, there 

| would then be unanſwerable ſtrength in the 
Titas n. Objeftion ; Put there is really none, when 


14. this atonement is ſo propounded as to in- 


| creaſe our obligations to repentance and ho- 
Rom. vi. lineſs; and we are not allowed, on 


-3=17- other terms, to expect advanta from it. 


ni Chrift crucified,” for our fins, is tbe 
— dum of God, and the power of God unto 
; Jehoation F all them that believe, And this 
method of reconciliation, though Reaſon 1 
Hot diſcover it, is yet readily 
Tubmited to by Reaſon, when 7 apron 
God; ſince it is not only not . 
but worthy of God, and moſt frequent! and 
8 y taught in a Revelation which has 
all defi rable external evidences of a divine 
original. 
I have been the longer on this head, be⸗ 
cauſe this is a diſtinguiſhing doctrine of the 
chriſtian Religion, and without ſuppoſing its 
truth, the appointing a Being of ſuch unpa- 
1 ratlelled di goity as the only begotten Son of 
God to 2 incarnate and die, appears 
unac- 
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excepting the taking away the ſins 

world by his death, and 8 

raliy foe mankind by his perfect Kedls 3 
As to the mediation of Chriſt, founded on 


©; % 


- his atonement, and our being appointed to Rom. vit. 
"uſe every b in the name 2 Chriſt, this nn fl. 
conſtitution is fitted to keep alive a ſacred 1, 2. 


a ſtrong 


e 


awe of the divine Majeſty ; fince, as ſinners, "7p * *Y 
we cannot be freely admited to approach ; 
him, but through his Son's mediation, and Heb % 
to cheriſh the deepeſt humility in us amidſt *+ 28.29. 
the 3 we are advanced unto, and 
the large ex ions in which we are in- 
dulged. It 31 on the mind 
abhorrence which bars our 
free acceſs to an infinitely good God, while 
at the ſame time we are raiſed to a filial . 
confidence in our approaches to God, Who 
can addreſs him in the name of his Son, 
who is the propitiation for our fins. And Heb. x. 
it further inſtructs us, moſt convincingly, 22 


in the love of the Deity to holineſs and 


goodneſs, and his concern for our perfection 

in them, when ever prayer, in the name of 

Chriſt, is fited to put us in mind of God's 

rewarding his Son's love to mankind, and 

his expenſive undertaking to reſtore holineſs 

and happineſs to the human race, with the 

power of diſpenſing thoſe invaluable bleſſings 25 

8 Aren the aids of the divine Spirit, _ 
eternal 


| 80 „Gar te Light 9 the wank — 


— which there cannot be a greater confered, 
ſince it is the higheſt happineſs of God 

5. © himſelf that he is perfectly good, and com- 
municates the greateſt good; and therefore 

© * the nobleſt diſcovery of his love to the per- 


« rewards his. labours to reſtore mankind to 
| winde, perfection and happineſs. dice 
V. The full and expreſs promiſes of 4 
vine affiſtance in the practice of virtue, and 
the purſuit of immortality, are another va- 
luable part of the chriſtian Revelation; a 
favour Reaſon could not aſſure us of, though 
it gave good hopes of its being granted; and 
by aſſuring us of theſe our Saviour merited 
the title of the light of the world, To rea- 
ſonable men, apprehenſive. of the excellency 
and obligation of piety and goodneſs, there 
is nothing ſo diſcouraging as the conſciouſ- 
"neſs of their - weakneſs, and the difficulty 


tation, and act with ſteddineſs in conformity 
to the convictions of their minds; incum- 
bered as they are by irregular inclinations 
and habits, - continually diverted by ſenſe, 
often ſet wrong by. bad education, oppoſed 


others, and frequently loſing fight of their 
duty and the motives to it, in the moſt im- 
portant ſeaſons of trial, and finding it re- 

turning at laſt only to ſhame them for an 


San 1 life; a reward and happineſs than 


i 1 *. fection of goodneſs in his Son, that he thus 


* 


5 they find from within to ſurmount temp- 


by the follies, vices and ill examples of 


unſuitable 
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unſuitable conduct. In fuch circumſtances Sex. HI: 
nothing can be more encouraging, nothing 
more valued by an honeſt, mind, than the 
aſſurance of divine aids. How deſirable the 
aſſurance, that an ever preſent God, who 
knows our frame, is tenderly concerned for 
our perfection and happineſs, and will not 
only make every favourable allowance, but, 
if we exert ourſelves, and implore his aids, Matt. vi. 
proportion our ſtrength to our trials, keep 
off temptations, which in a careleſs or ſoft 
hour would ruin us; never ſuffer us to be 1 Cor. x. 
tempted above what we are able, or by pecu- 
liar aſſiſtances make every trial iſſue in the 
eſtabliſhment of our piety. and virtue, and 
the increaſe of our future happineſs! No 
temptation can ſtand againſt an honeſt mind 
full of a ſenſe of the excellency and impot- 
tance of holineſs, thus encouraged, and thus 
ſupported. How valuable therefore are theſe | 
aſſurances, that i earthly parents know how Like xi. 
io give good gifts to their children, much more Nan. vii. 
vill our beavenly Father give bis boly Spirit 711. 
to them that aſe him; that his grace ſhall be 2 Cor. xii. 
ſufficient for us, and his ſtrength appear il-?- 
luſtrious in our weakneſs; and, that i we Phil. i. 
work out our oon ſalvation with. fear and 1 FJ 
trembling, with a holy caution, leſt by neg- 
ligence of vicious indulgence we-forfeit his 
kind influences, be will work: in us both to 
vill and to do What an advantage the pre- 
ſence and care of a prudent, tender, and 3 
Vor. I. G | faithful 
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Ae Gee friend, who. will watch our uns 


== guarded hours, and infinuate the rules and 


incouragements of Religion, in the moſt fa- 
vourable or the moſt needful ſeaſons! How 
much more advantageous and animating the 
conſtant vigilance and favour of an ever pre- 
ſent God, who hath an immediate acceſs to 
our ſouls,” who knows them in all their 
weakneſſes; and who can inſinuate or excite, 
in the moſt prevailing way, a ſenſe of our 
duty or danger, and the 'nobteſt motives to 
ce.»ert our ſelves! Reaſon could not give an 
abſolute aſſurance of thefſe aſſiſtances; for 
| it convinces us we need them, yet 
till we know how we came to need them, 
it could not certainly ſay, our wanting theſe 
was | 1. 2 — we oy before 7 
them.” 10 if) 
F e . «fire nn 
God will make gracious allowances for temp- 


mution and opp tion 3 that our abilities-/are 


tue meaſure of our 


; and that God will 
reward us r acoobding to the- ſincerity, 
vigour, and conſtaney of our endeavours; yet 

it could not certainly inform us, that God 
had not left us to ſtruggle with all oppoſition 
in our own ſtrength; and that having given 
us underſtanding, conſcience; and liberty; he 
did not expect we ſhould, with theſe alone, 
make good our ground. The effect of this 
apprehenſion, even in the beſt, would be 
= n N attempts after 1 


* 


cCunter the Light of the Warld. 
grees of virtue, and diſpoſi 


ng them to be 82. 111; 


content with lower and eaſier attainments, wad, 


eſteeming the other as above them; and 
thus failing of that eminent virtue they 
might really arrive at, and with eaſe too, 
if encouraged by the hope of divine aſſiſt- 
ances, and bleſſed with them. Though 
ſome therefore of the heathen Philoſo- 
*  cheared their diſciples with the 

hope of divine affiſtances, yet others , 
who were great friends to virtue, were of this 
opinion, * that ſucceſs in things without us 
© might be aſked of the Gods, but virtue 
de was to be fetched wholly from our ſelves.” 
Ia contradiction to this opinion, what a 
vaſt advantage is it to confider our ſelves as 
always acting under the obſervation of the 
beſt of Beings, ever ready to cheriſh and 
confirm, as well as approve and reward our 
virtue! The conſciouſneſs' of the preſence 
of ſuch a Being, and ſuch a friend, and the 
conſtant apprehenſion of his perfections and 
love to us, which 'theſe expectations from 
him naturally cheriſh; will often, without 
any additional ſtrength communicated from 
above, give a force to the mind, which 
Reaſon, deſtitute of chis hope, is a ſtranger 
ene 10 enen i id 5885 


FSocrates in Xen. de Mem, 1.3. c. 4. And Plar. Alx. 24 
Aenopb. Cyroped. I. viii. Cc. 45. And Antonin. I. ix. 140. 
_ - + Virtutem autem nemp ubquam acceptam Deo retulit 
—jFortunam a Deo petendam, a ſcipſo ſumendam ſapientiam. 
c. de Nat. Deorum, 1. iü. 136. 


great port of mankind, and was the caſe of 
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Sen. II. to; and be crowned with ſucceſs;.; In 4 
3 Werl Where virtue id often ſo ill treated, 


and ſo violently oppoſed, where ill examples 


abound, where vice is often careſſed, and 


men are remarkable at the ſame time for 
wickedneſs and proſperity, what a ſtrength- 
ening to virtue is the conſciouſneſs of the pre- 
ſence, aid, and fayour of the ſupreme. Being! 
And What an advantage is it to chriſtians, 
that we are allowed, yea, obliged to pray 
to God, and depend on him for his aſſiſt- 
ance? Thus keeping warm the conviction 
of his preſence whom elſe we might too 
eaſily forget; by degrees coneluding, that if 
God would not aſſiſt virtue now, he would 
not reward it at laſt, and if it was ſo little 
his care, it ſhould be leſs ours. 
This advantage is yet more conſiderable 


with regard to thoſe who by faulty compli- 


ances have ſtrengthened —_— inclinations; 
and by contracting habits of vice, have ren- 
dered a virtuous temper next to impoſlible to 
them alone. What would remain for theſe, 
but to- fit down in a ſullen deſpair of virtue 
and true happineſs, or to give up the reins to 


their vicious paſſions, if deſtitue of divine 
aids? How could Reaſon barely from their 


want of help, aſſure ſuch of obtaining it, 
when their great want was a proof of their 


former great guilt and abuſe of their liberty? 


To have gone far in vice, is the caſe of a 


the 


* 
# 


z 
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when the Goſpel appeared. How important 
then, how neceſſary a doctrine was that of 
divine aſſiſtances, and the promiſe of the 

Spirit? And what a proof is it of the excel- 
lency of our religion, and its proceeding from 
the great lover of virtue? 

If you take thoſe moſt favourably ndiped 
and circumſtanced for becoming good, yet 
their conſciouſneſs of the changeableneſs of 
their reſolutions for virtue, of the conſtant 
weight of ſenſe, inclination, paſſion, cuſtom, 


and ill example; of their being eaſily ſurprized 


in an unguarded hour, and in a few moments 
loſing the ground they had been long gaining; 
how heartleſs muſt it render their endeavours, 
in compariſon of his who is encouraged by the 
promiſe of the Spirit? Will they not in pru- 
dence decline the nobleſt inſtances of a vir- 
tuous conduct, becauſe difficult to accom- 


pliſh, and chuſe that mean in religion and 
virtue, which is only elegible with regard to 


external poſſeſſions? Since therefore theſe 


aſſiſtances may be ſo diſpenſed as to leave 


room for the exerciſe and increaſe of a real 
virtue in us; ſince human virtue, and conſe- 
quently human happineſs, may be thus ad- 
vanced to the higheſt perfection, the pro- 
miſe of divine aſſiſtances muſt be allowed 


a very valuable part of the chriſtian Re- 


 'velation, and ought to recommend it to 
Hex man ſenſible of his krailty, and of the 


9 


the whole world, with a few exceptions, Su. II. 


* 
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VI. The certain en chat the 1. 
fent is a final ſtate of trial, and that the re- 
ward given to the imperfect virtue of a ſhort 
life will be perfect and everlaſting happineſs, 
is another glorious diſcovery we owe to the 
Goſpel z by revealing which our Saviour ap- 
proved himfelf 2be light of the world, and the 
fight of life. It was the opinion of ſome of 
the wiſeſt heathens ®, „ That though this 
© liſe was a ſtate of trial, the iffue was not 
* final. That becauſe the virtue of the beſt 
« here was imperfect, they would not im- 
| ** mediately — into a ſtate of compleat and 
* * everlaſting felicity, but be continued on 
' * their trial in e life, in ſtill more 
favourable circumſtances for virtue, and 

t not be fixed unchangeably happy until 

* they had reached perfection. And that 

« although the wickedneſs of the wicked 

* would be puniſhed in the next ſtate, yet 

* none beſides the deſperately wicked and 

5 abſolutely incurable, even by pumſhments, 

<< would be utterly ruined 4 but that after 

<« \marting ſome time, to bring them to 

ag la ram enter Wey would. be again tried, 

| $23 73.4: hh; though 


4 Hew td Span may prope divided, 
| in the Family. 7 7 be hn 


See Plato's Phado, oy and fr R. B. VI. V. 699. K. 
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<© though in circumſtances leſs advantageous 8A. III, 
c for their reaching virtue and happineſs.” — 
And perhaps without the light of Revelation 
this may be thought the moſt probable ac- 
count of a future ſtate. Theſe notions, it is 
obvious, may be eaſily abuſed by ill diſpoſed 
men, for their encouragement under the ne- 
glect of true goodneſs at preſent ; and leave 
them, with leſs reluctance, to follow their 
inclinations, when they have the hope of 
amending their bad conduct in a future ſtate, 
though evil habits, after a-while, render it 
almoR impoſſible in the preſent. 
Theſe apprehenſions of a future ſtate can- 
not rouze them from their inattention and 
vicious indulgences, like the belief that the 
preſent is a final ſtate of trial, that now is the 2 Cor. vi. | 
accepted time, now 15 the day of ſalvation. That 
it is appointed for men once to die, and after Heb. ix. 
death the judgment; when we ſhall be judged © Cor, v. 
according to what we have done in the body; 1o. 
and the wicked be puniſhed with everlaſting * 2 Treff i. 
cen from the preſence of the Lord; fal- 
ling into miſery great as their crimes, and Matt. xxv. 
from which there is no redemption, no or NR 
hope of riſing again to virtue and happineſs. 26. 
Though under the Goſpel, men believe this | 
life to be their only time of trial, yet how : 
negligent of their eternal intereſts, how vi- 
cious are the moſt! How great then would 
be their ſecurity and negligence, if they 
3 cou freely indulge themſelves with te 


G 4 hope, 


5 
{ 
|; 


— — w/e „„ „ 


rr 


Sun, 11, hope, that ſhould they act their part ill here 
—— to the end, they might retrieve all in a fol- 
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lowing ſtate? - Delays to an uncertain futu- 
rity, and the hope of repenting hereafter, 
ruin the moſt now; what then would be the 
canſequence, if theſe hopes were rendered 


reaſonable by the belief that they were to be 


tried again in another ſtate ? 

Let us next conſider their proſpect of fu- 
ture happineſs: What a low encouragement 
to ſtruggle! with contrary inclinations and 
habits, violent temptations and an oppoſing 


world, which neceſſarily render our virtue 


very imperfect, is this belief, that we. ſhall 
indeed be more happily lituated in a future 
ſtate, . but not arrive at compleat and un- 


changeable happineſs until, after a long time, 
and repeated trials, we have attained a com- 
. pleat virtue! What a low encouragement 
zs this to creatures ſurrounded with ſo many 
. difficulties. and temptations, in compariſon 
of the plorious aſſurances of the Goſpel! 
| That if we approve our ſelves faithful du- 
ring this moment of trial, if we act well our 


part during this ſhort life, labour, and trial, 
and i and imperfection ſhall then be 


no more, but we ſhall be confirmed in ho- 


| ineſs and | happineſs, never more to be in 


** v. danger of ſining or ſuffering. Bleſſed are the 


6. Hure in heart, for. they ſhall ſee God. The 


, 3 5 cee ſhall go into hfe eternal. And in the 
Path 


dert 6 ſtate, ſbat yo 4 15 perfect Noll come, 


and 


. 
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and tbat which is in part be. done away. 


. fadeth not away, is reſerved in for 
thoſe who are kept by the mighty power of 
God, through faith unto 2 Theſe di- 


vine encouragements are only to be had from 


Revelation. Reaſon could not aſſure us, that 
the imperfect virtue of a moment ſhould be 
rewarded with perfect and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, but would rather direct us to fear 
the contrary. God is a free maſter of his 
unmerited favours, and in what degrees he 
will confer them can with certainty be 
learned only from himſelf. It is to Jeſus 
therefore, the light of life, we are indebted 
for the promiſe of glory, honour, and im- 


mortality, ſince eternal life is the gift of God, Rom. vi; 


n Sts. III. 
inberitance incorruptible, undefiled, and that — 


i Pet. ĩ. 


4, $» 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. How ſhould 23. 


this endear the Goſpel to us, confirm us in 
the belief and profeſſion of it, and excite to 
an anſwerable conduct! How ſhould it ani- 
mate us to preſs on to the nobleſt heights of 
piety and goodneſs, ſince our purity; our 
reward, and our happineſs throughout eter- 
— will be proportionable to the deen 
of goodnels ng reach in the preſent ſtate |: 
VII. It is to the Goſpel alone, or Chriſt as 
the light of life, we owe the diſcovery of this 


important part of our future bleſſedneſs, that 


our ſtruggle with the fleſhly inclinations, and 


keeping the body ſubject to the mind, * 


be rewarded with the ſoul's receiving, at 


the 


gs Outer th#\ Light "ofthe Hardi. 


Sex. HI. the reſurrection, a body 2 glorious, 
——v— nomerful, and immortal; which. fhall be in 
a far greater degree ſubſervient to our holi- 
neſs and happineſs to eternity, than it was 
in its preſent animal ſtate an hinderance to 
both. The ions of the fleſh are the 
moſt pow with the generality, in the 
nt life, - becauſe its inclinations are moſt 
violent, and its pleaſures moſt affecting: 
they can hardly conceive of any happineſs 
wherein the body is not ſome way intereſted, 
are apt to imagine it the moſt eſſential part 
of their compoſition, and ſacrifice the calmer, 
purer delights of knowledge, devotion, good- 
neſa, and friendſhip, to the more groſs and 
tumultunous pleaſures of ſenſe; and this is 
+ — of moſt of che wickedneſs 1 in the 
world. 
What an e is it e to the 
cauſe of virtue, and what an encourage - 
ment to keep under the body, and to regu- 
late the gratifications of ſenſe in a conſtant 
Moir to the purity, perfection, and 
1 of the mind, this affurance we 
have from the Goſpel, that if we thus mor- 
tify our bodies now, we ſhall be recom- 
penſed in kind as well as degree; receiving, 
at the reſurrection, bodies for ever exempt 
tom all the infirmities, ſickneſſes and ſuf- 
. ferings of our preſent mortal ones, as well 
s ſrom their places of bg, bar bodies 


that by the of fight, harmony, 
3 beauty, 


FA 
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beauty, and perfect activity, ſhall contribute $2. Ul. 


in a far higher degree to the 3 
fection of the mind, than the greateſt ſenſual 


joy and per- 


enjoyments now do to our ſatis faction; or the Rom, viii, 


greateſt bodily ſufferings, for the cauſe of Re, '® 


| ligion, to our uneaſineſs? This is an encourage , boom 


ment which groſſer minds are capable of ap- 
prehending, and being influenced by; im- 
mortal health, beauty and vigour, the moſt. 
glorious ſcenes. to entertain the fight and 
ene 04 celeſtial harmony to raviſh 
a, i -5 

"This doduine of abe enfematiion 333 
bodies, free from all their preſent evils and 
imperfections, to glory, beauty, and immor- 
tality, is peculiar to the Goſpel; human 
Reaſon could not diſcover it, though it af- 
ſents to its truth on the declaration and pro- 
miſe of God, and the ſenſible proof of [its 
certainty and deſirableneſs in the reſ | 
and glory of our Saviour. The ancient Phi- 
loſophers thought a reſurrection impoſſible, 
or undeſirable; but herein they erred, not 
knowing the Scriptures, and the power. f 
God. God bath expreſsly promiſed it to us; 
he can as eaſily raiſe it again as he made it 
at firſt; and when it is raiſed with the glo- 
rious qualities deſcribed in the New Teſta- 
ment, a reunion. with it will be as advantage- 
ous to the foul, as an everlaſting union with 
Rv 9 ae 2 TY 
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See. II. The Fifteenth Chapter therefore of the Firſt 


_ ciple, and by every ſacrifice to ap 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians is of more ſervice 


to the bulk of mankind, to animate them 


againſt all difficulties from the fleſhly prin- 


prove their 


love to virtue and goodneſs, than Volunies of 


Sy the Philoſophers. 


nodred, at leaſt, with a 
Publck worſhip is a duty obliging all, being 
ec 


 Toaable, ſocial and benevolent Beiogs, and 


VIII. The ſeparating a Seventh buy the | 
the publick worſhip of God, and a more 
intire application to the ſtudy and practice 


.of Religion, is another very valuable part of 
| the chriſtian Revelation; by rendering the 


knowledge and obligation of which univer- 
fal our Saviour was a light..to the world. 
Reaſon informs*us that God, who is the au- 
thor and preſerver of life, the God of our 
time, hath'a right to be immediately ho- 


part of it: that 


eflary to preſerve among mankind an ha- 


7 2 conviction of the divine providence, 


ernment, and right in us, and the reve- 


rence of the Deity ; being a fit acknowledg- 


ment that we are in common indebted to 
God, and dependant on him for innumera- 


ble bleflings i in ſoeiety; and the beſt method 
for pious and reaſonable men, who preſerve 
an habitual regard and gratitude to the Deity, 
to communicate theſe to others, and there- 
by promote their virtue,” perfection and hap= 


pineſs ; the concern and duty of all as rea- 


the 
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ide common offspring of God. And if pub. S. . 


. 


be a time fixed for it, in order to the joint 


performance. SES 


0 I 


And Reaſon, if attended to, will further 


inſtruct us, that Beings capable of virtue, 


greatly hindered from applying to its proper 


devotion, and intellectual pleaſure, incloſed 
in bodies of fleſh, and ſituated in a world 
killed with ſenſual amuſements, diverſions 
and temptations, .: by which the mind is 


employments and pleaſures, thoſe great truths 
and, duties, which 2 perfection and bap- 


Deity, in their Te conduct, and the 
daily exerciſes; of d 


tions, and cares of the world, in orde go 
revive and fix. deeper the impreſſions of the 
great principles, rules, and motives of piety 
and virtue, and to, diſpoſe the mind for the 
enjoyment, of a ſpiritual happineſs in a fu- 
ture ſtate; to leſſen the influence of this 
world, and make an babitual piety and vir- 
tue more eaſy and practicable, So far Rea- 


ſon ſpeaks. clearly, for informing, us the end 


is neceſſary to be attained, it obliges to. uſe 


; * Mm 


* 5 


the means beſt ſubſervient to it. But then, 
what that proportion of time exactly is, 
which, is bel for anſwering theſe end, f. 
38 | Eine: e on 


lick worſhip be a duty, it is neceſſary there 


* 
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Sas. Il. ſon cannot readily decide; much leſs with 


> ſuch a clearneſs and tertainty, as ſhould 


_ divine wiſdom to appoint that 


oblige and determine all to comply, which 
yet is neceſſary for the full beauty and order 
of publick ſocial worthip ; for engaging the 
moſt inconſiderate and ſtupid to attend it for 
their improvement, and to prevent that dif- 
turbancg and confuſion which would ariſe, 
from 84 part of che ſoriety being wholly 
engaged in worldly purſuits, while the other 
was employed in wotſhip of the Deity. 
On theſe accounts it appears worthy the 
proportion of 
tice it ſaw'beſt fitted to anſwer the pur- 
poles of Religion; a proportion that would 
not break in on the neceſſary cares and la- 
bours of life, not yet teturn ſo ſeldom as in 
a manner to loſe its e , and leave man- 
kind under the dominion of the cares and 
alüres af the bodily Hfe. Beſides, the 
lwine goodneſs” might incline him to fuch 
an appointment, in compaſſion to the Re 
and mote dependant part of mankind, and 
to the beaſts our ſervants; whoſe hard or 
covetous maſters might not otherwiſe, in = 
numerable cafes,” Allow them 9 mer 


| and "refrefiment. 


* 


From the 4 SFr hs world — 
fore God ſet apart à Seventh Day for this 


end, whereon Leung from the laborious 


employments of Hife, and from cares and 
Potkuts merely animal, we ſhould employ 


our 
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our ſelves in the contempla 


tion and acknowy Ses. HI. 


ledgments of his perfections and works, -w 


created us and the world, is our preſerver 


and conſtant benefactor, and our abſolurte 
tor ; whoſe will is our law, his favour 


our-hap pineſß, who can only be pleaſed by 
ab 4 of his perfections, 
tue and goodneſs, and who will moſt boun- 
tifuly reward, in a future life, thoſe diſpo- 
ſitiens and their proper fruits; This inſti- 
eution was as early as the firſt man, as we 
learn from the hiſtory of Geneſis, and the 
remains of ancient hiſtory and cuſtoms a- 
meng the heathens + confirm this account 
of: Moſes. For among all, even the moſt 
barbarous nations; ry Hap paid a particular re- 
gard to the Seventh gh in time 
they ſeem to have N the reaſon of 
the inſtitution)” and as a ronlede ehe Sene- 
rally divided their time by weeks. 

This command was renewed to the Ifraclites 


by real vi-. 


in the deſurt, and a great ſtrickpeſs further Exod. xx. 


„ in abſtaining from every kind of *: 
work, mn memory of their deliverance from 15 
the ſervile labours and bondage of Egypt. 
But ſeting aſide this peculiar reaſon, and 
What was added to the command on account 
K i, the general reaſon and original ap- 
b fein eblige all; together with the 
command of Chriſt weed by his Apoſtles, 
15 who, 
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— m. who, to add to the commemoration of the 
3 works of creation and providence, the com- 
miemoration of our redemption by Chriſt, 
Ads xx. and preſerve the conviction of the moſt glo- 
bee. vi. Tous evidence af our Religion and aſſurance 
of immortality, the reſucroRion. of Jeſus, 
* i. changed the Seventh Day for the Firſt 2; 
0 Which is alſo thougbt by learned men to 
have been the day held . from the be- 
gining of the — until the giving that 
law afreſh in the wilderneſs . No one Wh⁰ 
hath a juſt ſenſe of Religion, and concern 
for his own virtue, perfection and happineſs, 
and the virtue and happineſs of others, can 
doubt the wiſdom and goodneſs of this ap- 
pointment; and every ſuch perſon will be 
taught, both from — and Revelation, 
bis obligation to employ this Day in the 
* that may beſt anſwer the ends of 
its ſeparation; will, by his attendance, in- 
Ailonce, and the like, encourage publick 
Worſhip, to ſpread among others a ſenſe of 
| Keligion, as well as cheriſh it in himſelf: 
and ſo employ. his retirement as may beſt 
revive and confirm good diſpoſitions; rate 
him fartheſt above the attraction of the pre 
ent world, and the hindrances. of — 4 
and moſt ſtrongly impreſs his mind with an 
J approaching _— 1 p e his a to 


ry 1 A ' ©-4 4 18 o þ 1 its ; 
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its happineſs: In ſhort, he will. ſee his ob- Sea. ff 


1 tions to imptove the Day to the purpoſes 
"Religion, with-a diligence and fidelity 
becoming one who knows his ſtay in this 
life is very ſhort, his intereſts in a future 
ſtate infinite; and that his only important 
concern in che preſent life is to cultivate 
thoſe pious and virtuous diſpoſitions which 
prepare. him for the refined pleaſures of im- 
mortality, and intitle him to the poſſeffion 
of them in the fulleſt degree. 
Flad men been left to fix this proportion 
of time, ſuperſtition, in fome few, might 

have incroached too far on the N 
buſineſs of life; and, with the greater Tore 
indifference to Religion, earthlineſs, or ſen- 
ſuality have prevailed to allow a po 
much too ſmall. No one can ſay a Seventh 
is too large; and God having fixed on this, 
his authotity is ſufficient to decide the point 
with all who have a juſt ſenſe of the Deity, 
and their —— to him, and a ſuitable 
value for his favour, and for that happineſs, 
in the perfection of devotion and goodnels, 
| to Which he deſigns to raiſe them. 

IX. The poſitive inſtitutions of the chriſ- 
tian Religion, viz. BAPTISM and the LoRD's 
SUPPER, are worthy the wiſdom and 
Heſy/ of God, tend to cheriſh real piety gion | 
Virtue, and are fit to be enjoined by him 
who: tiled himſelf rhe gbr of — By 


ſome ſenſible publick ons to declare our 


ox. I. H inward” 
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Sat. III. inward conyiCtion of Religion to the honour 
af Gad, and the edification of men; * by 
ſome publick rites, at ſet ſeaſons, - 
ſerve the memory of great ee 1 
| haye a tendency, when remembered, to ex- 
cite and confirm our piety and virtue, ig 
certainly a proper and reaſonable part of Re, 
ligion. And as mankind are more 4 
with ſenſible things, than Wa merely 
rational and ſpiritual, to make uſe of ſenſible 
rites ſo far as they are * to help this 
weakneſs, and remove it, not to ſtrengthen 
the prejudice, and increaſe the dominion of 

ſenſe, certainly a method worthy of God. 
aps e weak fide of mankind. ip 
ges, to incline too much to theſe zites; 
ind Religion hath, for the moſt part, 
— made up 7 wi outhige ceremonies, 
pompaus or ſuperſtitious 2 which 
they. have Boers in Ka room of inward 
genuine piety, and real goodneſs, . The 
greater caſe in os ſome of thele, 
or their agreably amuſing the ſenſes, ex- 
erting more powerfully a ſenſible warmth in 
Religion, or their being confiſteat wich the 
full indulgence of favourite paſſions ; theſe, 
and ſome other reaſqus, have cauſed the herd 
of mankind readily to run into them, with the 
neglect or groſs corruption of true Religion. 
So ſtrong, and general, and fixed vgs this 
huaſs in mankind, that in onde ſcenſon to 
TOW: ane mars, and ae 


. 
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as 


the Iſraelites, whom otherwiſe the pampous Szx. Il, 


worſhip of their idolatrous 
have ſeduced to = idalatry, God ſaw it 
neceſſary to enjoin them numerous 
cs — bodily ſervices; ptr 18 
themſelves were not try and to which no- 
thing but the circumſtances of the warld, at 
chat time, and the neceſſity of this ed 
for accompliſhing more valuable ends, (the 
maintaining the knowledge of the true Gad 
and true Religion in the world) could have 
reconciled him. It is our happineſs under 
the Goſpel, that our Religio 
actions in themſelves reaſonable and excel- 
lent, conducive immediately to the 
tion of our nature, the preſent bappineſs of 
men, or the enlarging our capacities for fu- 
_ ture bleſſedneſs. The poſitive inſtitutions 
of Chriſti are few, but two, properly 
ſuch,” and theſe - — and ſimple, no way 
tending to encourage , and 
dapted to put us in continual remembrance 
a our obligatien to real-goodneſs. 
As for the the Sacrament of BAPTISM, 
hs . being waſhed with Water in the 
Fat 


Dame of 
the 


n conſiſts of 


a- 


neighbours. would —= 


- ** 
: bad ”. 


her, Son and holy Spirit, Matthew 
perſon ſolemnly gives up him- FR yy 


T to God through his Son, to be govern» , | Pet, i 


ed by the Goſpel he tau 


of — aids of that Spirit, whoſe miraculous 
proved the truth of the ; and 
ae himſelf to forſake all ib former 
H 2 * 


ght, in expectation 21. 


Carrsr the Light. of the World. 

11. impurities, | which he thus acknowledges; 
while at the ſame: time, by this rite, he is 
"+ encorraged to hope for God's pardoning 
merey through Chriſt, and the cleanſing in- 
fluences of the Spirit, it is certainly a ſuit- 
able and reaſonable inſtitution. Is it not fit 
a perſon coming over from falſe religions; 
or vicious prociices ſhould !publickly re- 
nounce them; and with ſcrioufrcs — ſos 
lemnity oblige himſelf to newneſs of life ? 

And lis not this rite very expreſlive of this, 
well adapted to remind him of the 
of inward purity, and very encouraging alſo; 
ſince, às adminiſtered by the appointment, 
and by the ſervant of God, it is a pledge to 
him of God's pardoning mercy and ſanctify· 
;, ing Spirit, if ene to it 1 the, proper 
1 2: i $1 + 
As to the baptieing the Children of dhe 
flian Parents in their infancy, it is an action 
n it ſelf. reaſonable and fit that Parents 


mould dedicate their Children to God, the 


lige themſelves to endeavour the 


former of their bodies, and the father of 
their ſpirits; in acknowledgment they have 
received them from him, and ſolemnly: ob- 


them up in a religious and virtuous life, 
And it is a great encouragement to them, 
that God will accept the dedication, and by 


Mark x. the influences of his Spirit bleſs and ſucneed 


: their: endeavours; all which: is fitly expreſſed 


16, 33. n external .. aut ie 


* as 4382 4 ö The 
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Phe wiſdom: of the other poſitive inſtitu- Szx. Il. 
tion, the Loxkp's SUPPER, is alſo eaſily ſhnewn. — 
It was in it ſelf reaſonable, and highly ex- 
eur ere for valuable ends which are ſerved 
V it, that ſo great a tranſaction as the death 
of the Son of God, ſhould be kept in con- 
ſtant lively remembrance. The breaking Mat. xvi, 
the bread, and pouring out the wine, help 26, &. 
us more ſtrongly to. apprehend his ſufferings, 
from his broken body and ſtreaming blood; 
and the frequent eating and drinking after 
this manner, in memory of his death, tend 
to excite and confirm our faith in his 
he thus atteſted; our love and — to I 
God and the Redeemer; our : abhorrence of 'Y 
fin, which he died to put away, a juſt con- 
tempt of the world, its honours or pleaſures 
in compariſon of the honour of God, and 
the good of mankind; a fervent love to each 
other for whom the ſame common Saviour 
died, a concern to preſs on to the perfection 
of holineſs, and reach heights of it wor- 
thy the expence of, his death; and the like. 
This action is ſo well adapted to ſerve al! 
theſe purpoſes, that it can hardly be called 
a mere poſitive inſtitution ; and theſe are.of 
ſo great importance in the divine life; a8 to 
evidence it a moſt wiſe hw gracious inſtitu- 
too of our Saviour. eie ee oe” +. 
.. While — ra n wiſdom & 3 
5 goodneſs in releafing us from: the bone 
dage of Jewiſh ceremonies, and bodily gh 
wy Hz ker. 


Pod 
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— ſhiperh, 4 pertaining to the conſcienee; and 


Matthew te believe and practiſe accordingly, s 4 


Sch . the wor- 


Sv. M fervinges, 


directing us to give our main concern to the 


Matt. xxii. important duties of the love of God, and dur 


, and the like; we have reaſon alſo 
to be chankful for thoſe ive inſtitutions 
' fo well adapted for anſwering theſe ends, 
the ſolemn profeſſion of Chriſtianity; and 
taking on our ſelves, with proper encourage- 
ments, the obligations to a good life, or the 
calling to our lively remembrance the great 
motives' to a continual progreſs in holineſs, 
which the example, ſufferings, 1 dying 
love of the Redeemer exhibit. 
NX. The inſtitution: of the Miniſtry, of an 
order: of men whoſe peculiar buſineſs it is to 
perform; in the beſt manner, the publick 
offices of Religion; to ſtudy, more thg- 
roughly,” its great truths and rules, to repre- 
fern them in the cleareſt and moſt affecting 


ligtit to others, and "excite them 


37. 


xxviii. 19, Wilt aud excellent of the chriſtian Ne- 


2 Tin. ; velation, and by this Jeſus provided for en- 


2 Tim. ii. 
* 


lightening the world throughout all generations, 
The advantage of this inſtitution is ſo evi» 
nent, that 1 need fay little to illuſtrate it, 
1 publick worſhip: be a duty, there muſt 
be ſome perſons appointed to perform thę 
publick parts of it; and as: the performing 
_ theſe in the beſt manner is of great impor- 

| * W of Religion, and g- 
a © 6 7 ries 


| Cure” the Light of the World, oy 
quires prudence, care, and ftudy, it is fit Sa, Hl. 
prin be n whole buſineſs it ſhould PR - 
to qualify thermſelves for it. 
Further. Such are the circumſtances of 
mankind, their 1 ignorance, inattention, pre- 
Janes, engagement in worldly affairs, Ode 
55 paſſions, and — like, _ render it 
expedient and nece ere be an 
G or coun qualified __ work, who 
ſhould devote themſelves to it; to inſtruct 
their ignorance, help their weakneſs, oppoſe 
their corruptions, rouze their attention to 
their duty, and affift and encourage them to 
the practice. And had the Miniſters of the 
. Gol generally taken care to be duly 
ified for their proper employment, kept 
clofe to it, and diligently diſcharged it, their 
greateſt enemies muſt have eſteemed them, 
and owned the uſefulneſs of their office. 
And it is eaſie to obſerve, that all the cla. 
mours apainſt them bear wholly, either Kio 
their unfitnefs for their work, their 
mg from the defign of their inſtitution, of 
neglecting it; or elſe aſſuming a power 
Chriſt never gave them, to lord it over the 
faith and conſciences of the people, and 
making uſe of the venerable name of Re- 
ligion to ſerve their views of ambition, o- 
vetouſnels, or ſenſuality, But theſe are men 
the Goſpel diſowne, and whom no chriſtian * 
; is conterned to viridicate, It is only an or- 
der of faithful oO NY and 


GuxieT . 76, Light ef abe Worldd 
Sate I. examples to the believers, in humility, coy | 
8 getance, meekneſs, fidelity, goodneſs, cha- 
6, Ke. kity and purity, and imitators of their divine 
I x Tha TT 95 C a We e for. vs reid 
mage . T (pager fy 
* 21 In the” ages "of: heathenifm, the Prieſts: 
® wholly neglected Morality; and true Religion, 
and only taught the people Superſtition, and 
uch, obſeryances as ſupported their power 
and e their riches +. . The Philoſo- 
phers. indeed taught Virtue, ſome of them, 
but then at moſt they were but few in num-. 
ber *; ſeparated Virtue from Religion; wants. 
ed. autbority ſu pported. by miracles, to eſta- 
bliſh their bilofopky in the world; had but 


few hearers, a ſele number of friends a 
admirers, and by allowing and recommend- 
ke conformity. to the Religion eſtabliſhed |, 

t the bulk of mankind, under the power 

ee and Prieſtcraft, as 
05 orant and Vicious. as ever; it was there · 

re Wilel) ordered by our Saviour, that his 
Hilo pers ſbould Not only ſtatedly aſſemble, 
for the profeſſion, of his. Religion, and the 
publick.  yorlbip, of, 15 in a bis name, but 
515 149997 of; 20 2200981109 2 28 
2 e e e 


: A1 5 i Div. J. iv. > G75 
Ari 7287 Farben arly, 1 in his Ethics ad Nica icom. 8 "0 
tictier 6f a God- and a Providence, and the duties owing 
pe Devo Pete and inforces the praftice of-yirtue hy mentioning 
obation, favour, and rewards of the Deity, but 
9 8 5, 454 that ightly, through dut that Syſtem.” © © 
L Socnargs hd {0.2288 Teng. de Men. I. iv. b. z ni. | 
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chat there ſnould be in every chureh or chri- 851. UI. 
ſtian aſſembly, one, at leaſt, whoſe, office i 
was to ſtudy Religion more exactly, and to 
inſtruc! and exhort. others. For though 
every! man is bound, according to his leiſure: 
and abilities, to ſtudy Religion, and in his 
ſtation to promote the knowledge and prac- 
tice of it among others, yet this would not 
r the, n of that thorough ſtudy, 
1 uaſion by, particular perſons, which, 

ſo neceſſary to the ſuppott and progreſs: 

of. true Religion, If this was left unaſhgne: 

ed to proper perſons, what was every ones = 
buſineſs would, Wü bo neglectedoh 


Every one. das Em an. 


** 


In all other x Meg teachers have bers 
found highly n to a tolerable degtee 
of en ele „ and it is apparent, thagüthn 
Knowledge and Virtue now ſuhfiſting niche 
chriſtian World are very much ow-ing ta 
faithful and honeſt part of the Miniſtgri;ob 
the Goſpel; as the guilt of moſt of the Cots 
ruptions TG Superſtitions” now prevailing 
muſt be owned Rr 
part of them, who. have neglected. or | 

off from the great ends of their office 

proſtituted Religion, in iel che moſt ſacred 
thing, to their gwn worldly inteteſts, or the 

vices of mankind ; and who, therefore, de- 1 

rde to * diſowned by all reaſonable and | 

My gn N NN os 9 


em honeſt men, — 7 46 t6 be en. 


cunrer thaOLight of the World. 


oo pe” 
© Julian, bene ef Cheifs 
tlindey;: was fo ſenſible of the uſefulneſs of 
this order , for ſpreading the knowledge 
and Nader ef Clvtianiey that among bu. 
other efforts to revive Pagamiſm, he ap- 
pointed Philoſophers in all the conſiderable 
Towns, ſkilled both in the Gentile Religion, 
and Philoſophy, for the K inflrudtion 
ef dhe people. But it would be art affront 

to the underſtanding of an audienec, if 1 
mention - more arguments to prove, that a 
wil and faithful —— and friend, and 
S example, are great advantage im 
rt and Lee of Religion and 

1 will hore end the procl, hat Chrift ws 
als: 1 of the «001d; having ſhewn, in ſe- 
vetal important inftarices, | beſides the 
doQtrines and ' precepts of natural Region, 
which are a preit part of Chiſtimnity, the 
addidondl doRrines, precepts, and itrſtitu- 
tions of che Goſpel, are worthy of God, 
ſaired to the neceſſities of ranking, and 


grew! promote true Religion 
e e wot 


Jo the inſtances 
mentidned I gh Have added others, as the 
autdunt of tus rei and deluge, the Hif- 
e eee Pevidence« unc Peneral gu. 
a 


eee 646, 


Carmen ide Light of the. World, 
vernment, and of his. particular diſpenſa- 


tions to private families and perſons ; the — | 


examples of eminent Piety and Virtye re- 
corded in - Scripture for our imitation, and 
of the contrary for our warning; the per- 
fe beauty of and Virtue in the life 
of Chriſt; the ions and encourage» 
ments from the dignity, condefcenfion, ex- 
ample, reſignation, piety and love of the Son 
of of God, and from his exaltation and govern- 
ment of the world, the reward of his per- 
ſect obedience ; to imitate. him as nearly as 
poſſible; the diſtinct account of the awful 
tranſactions of the laſt Day, and the rational 
and inviting 71 of the employments 
and happineſs of heaven, and the like; but 
J omit them, to provent en to too 
great a length. 2 
Let me now aſk, la 40680 
more to conſtitute a Revelation, eredible and 
worthy of God, than that it contain all theſe 
moral truths, which the moſt impartial, di- 
ligent, and able reaſoners could trace out, 
and which are of general concernment, with 
the addition of noble-truths; or wiſe 
inſtitutions which may beſt revive, ſupport, 
or advance true Religion in the world, and 
which human Reaſon could; not diſcover; 
and place all in an eaſie familiar light, for 
the inſtruction even of the meaneſt? - What 
leſs than divine wiſdom and , could 
thus affiſt and bleſs erring mortals? How 
2 readily 


168 
San. HI. readily ſhould we ettibrace,' how heartily 
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— foals; and how ſtedfaſtly abide by this 


Religion, when the external proofs that it 
came from God nne as: | radon its 190 


ternal excellency? 

With the ſuongeſt ten Wenns Juſ: 
tin Martyr thus addreſſes a Roman Em- 
perour in his firſt Apology for Chriſtianity; 
If then in many of our religious ſen- 
<timents we agree with thoſe Poets and 


* Philoſophers who are moſt eſteemed 


* you; if we teach many truths i ap a nobler 
« manner than they, and many of which 
« they were ignorant; and if we alone give a 
« ſatisfactory proof of all; why are we ſub- 
* jected to unjuſt hatred and perſecution ?".: 

©- I ſhall pow conclude this 05.048 with 


| two or three Reflections. 


1. Hence we may learn, what a perlect 
agreement there is between Reaſon and Faith. 
Some have fooliſhly, and others wickedly, 
oppoſed theſe to each other; and imagined 


they magnified theis Faith, -and rendered-it 


more meritorious, by a readineſs to believe 
doctrines con to Reaſon ; which, inſtead 
of being an table homage to God, is 
an action fit only for mad men. True Chri- 


ſtianity, you have ſeen, is perfectly agreeable 


to Bellen, its doctrines are all worthy of 
God, and perfective of human nature; and 
though ſome of them could not be diſcover- 


ed by Reaſon, and others cannot be fully 


n | | . , 
ur tbe. Light of the World, 
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ee eee UL. 


bal it. Reaſon is the gift of God, and 


to degrade that is Sa the giver. It 

is the voice of God, as well as Revclation 

— re ot contradict himſelf. It is on 
e 


Revelation ents Fark tells us, there is 
- e wiſe, r good God, our 

ernor, who wo not de- 
os us de hi If, Nor ſuffer us to be neceſ . 
ſarily deceiyed in matters of the greateſt im- 


ing to be divine, contradicted the evident 


dictates of Reaſon, and old us * Were 


not to be{gelied: eee 8 
very teſtimony on w ich wwe, were to beli e 
it, | leave. us $row hy: o 
faith of it upon. As therefore true Chr 


i any nee to — — over to 
- their ſentiments, by declaiming againſt Rea- 
ſon, to exalt, as they pretend, Faith, the 
only uſe we ſhould make of it, is to con- 
glude, that they have got an unreaſonable 
Faith of their on, and groſsly miſtake: the 
chriſtian: doctrine, not that Chriſtianity. it 


+ ſelf is unreaſonable. Nonſenſe and Contra · 


_ diction Are; no MOTE - juſtly venerable in Re- 
ion than in common life; but the more 
. Jolemn 


* 
* * . * - ft P42. *, 
L 282 1 = 0 tw > & «#0; "7 v 
. 


of Reaſon to the moral per- 
fections and providence of God, we believe 


portance. Now if any Revelation, pretend - 


tianity muſt be intirely ble to | 
Reaſon, and hach boen at —— 3025 
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Sex. I. ſolemn the more contempuble. Abraham, 
the father of the faithfal, — —„ 
/ contra- 


that he reaſoned away the ſeven] 
_ diftion in the 7 — . he 
_ aQted* upon it. A I Paul, 
* js @ rechnable f ferwice ; and igen wefe it 
T unreaſonable, it would not be. ficly . 
by a wiſe God from I r e ur 
had ma reaſonable. - 
2. How thankful hould 8 to „ God, 
that Chit, the light of the world; hath thone 
us, arid bow: in out adherence to 
his authority and guidance! Holineſs and 
elf are the perfedtion and happineſs of 
rational Beings; 6 therefore 
have * 


for j improving fuch x 
5 advantages as 
be in the higheſt NO on Me fort in 
regard to | reſent and future — The 
mote | ect our piety and virtue, the nobler 
our” pleaſures at preſent, ariſing fromwene- 
ration, love, and confidence in God, and a 
ſenſe of his favour; from conſcious good- 
— from a calm and 2 of _ 
oo * area all external ts; from 
* governed paſſions; from the ſucceſsful 
— nvog of the moſt valuable deſigns, 
thoſe of our own immortal perfection and 
_ and of others; : and from Þ | 


If. it: of eternal glory _ 


ee, elpee ally: 


FT 7 
3 ds * . 4446 4-44 [1 wa 


. Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. 


n 
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neſs; and 88 the pręſent pleaſures will be 832 -M. 
noble, ſo the e 


ber dane bappiocls of eternity. 


in 


approve, and make us happy: 
4 3 of 4 — in porters 
goodneſs W adyantageaus there 
fore, lor a rational feryent. piety, the Gtid- 
Hae. accaunt- the Goſpel gives of evils, 
maral and natural; the wiſe reaſons af their 
Sxrmiſiien, and the greater good and hap- 
(och that will reſult from it to all the din- 
| And, how well adapted to in- 

Pr us Wb a chearful confidence in God, 
who: brings good out of evil; and to ani- 
ate us ta approve aur virtue, and increaſe 
cur happineſs, hy ſurmounting difficulties 


and temptations under the view and appra- 
Sans maſt tender Parent, and gracious 


Sayereign ? . What better fitted, than the 
Aſurance of a particular Providence, to raiſe 
Aus above every temptation to vice, and leave 
45 nothing to be concerned for but to do 
our: duty, | pleaſe God, and practiſe good 
naſa ? What more proper to lead us to ro- 
Hontance, and encaurage us to exert our 
Eibe amidſt = Lende cf our ouſt fins, and 

>irailty af aur Rate, than the aſſurance 
A full remiſſion for the paſt, and divine 
alhſtance for: the ſuture? And what better 
da prevent our abuſing thoſe favours 
1 


8 


„ 


| 2 UI. to an occaſion: of ſin, han 
— through the death of OHiſt out 


ennie the Ligbl ee 
nting tem 
Sacrifice? 


Wh —— what nobler inducememt to 
act our well, and improve the preſent 
life in the bet manner; thai the —— 
that this is a final ſtate of trial and that the 
reward of the approved virtue of a ſhort life 
will be a happineſs divine and everlaſting ? 
How glorious the incouragement, to mot. 
tify the irtegular inclinations of the fleſhly 
part, the promiſe of raiſing: our bodies glo- 
ious, ſpiritual, incotruptible, and immore 
tal? And how well adapted to keep theſe 
Sreat truths in view, | and engage us to the 
remerabrance and practice of virtues, eſſential 
w our immortal perfection and happi 
the inſtitution of the Sacraments, the” 
ho © and the Miniſtry 77; 
What greater proofs of the divicity of bis 

| eins could Jeſus give, than 'ireveating 
truths, and eſtabliſhing inſtitutions ſo per- 
fective of our natures, and aſſiſtant to our 
foi 2 happineſs? Could any other Re- 
urniſh more uſeful and important 

truths, and attended with ſtronger exteunal 
evidences of being divinely — ons WE 
might do well in quiting the 'Goſpel;2'and 
cleaving to that; but if no ſuch Religioh 
can be found, we ſhall ad Arn. 
-ably; if we forſake the belief and obedſtũde 


of the Goſpel; unleſs it coukd begcabbaphle 


_ 
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to forſake an unerring guide to eternal haps $4x. in, 
pineſs; or we could reaſonably prefer any — 


other intereſt or purſuit before true good- 
neſs, the favour of the Almighty, and un- 
changeable everlaſting bleſſedneſs. Let us 
then, with the warmeſt gratitude, own our 
obligations to God for ordering our birth 
and education in a land bleſſed with the 
pure beams of the Goſpel, and more dili- 
gently ſtudy its noble diſcoveries and ex- 
cellent precepts; and this will neceſſarily 
lead us to the cloſeſt adherence to it. To 
| conclude. 

3. Let us endeavour to reach heights of 
| piety and goodneſs worthy the peculiar ad- 
vantages we enjoy by the Goſpel, Every 
advantage for ſuperior attainments in Reli- 
gion carries with it an obligation to a ſuita- 


ble improvement, and to whom God hath I dk zl. 


given much, of them he will aſk the more. 48. 
God, who knows che value of theſe advan- 
tages, and their improveableneſs, cannot but 
be diſpleaſed with us if we negle& to. im- 
prove them. Every degree of vice will be 
rendered more criminal by the clearer light 
our duty is ſet in, and the more amiable re- 
preſentations of Religion, and the mightier 
1ncouragements to goodneſs we are bleſſed 
withal. Inſtead therefore of valuing our 
ſelves” barely on having thoſe advantages, 
and "condemning the ' leſs happy heathen 
| who want them, let us endeavour to act 
er. IJ. 1 up 
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Cnxis r the Light of the World. 
up to them. Let us bear the evils of life 
with a fortitude and reſignation becoming 
thoſe who are aſſured they are deſigned for 
our good, and will, rightly improved, iſſue 
in our greateſt happineſs in a future ſtate, 
and anſwerably improve them. Let us 


ſtruggle againſt the violence of our incli- 


nations and 


paſſions with that chearfulneſs, 
reſolution, and conſtancy, which become 
perſons. who know they were permited as 
trials of our virtue; and that by overcoming 
them we ſhall heighten our virtue, its ac- 
ceptance with God, and our glory and hap- 


pineſs to eternity. Let us make Religion 


the great concern of life, and doing good 


our chief employment; like men aſſured, 


Matt. vi. 
33+ 


that if they ſeek firſt the kingdom of Gad, and 
bis righteouſneſs, all other things will be added 
unto them, Let God's pardoning mercy, ma- 

nifeſted through Chriſt, lead us to repen- 
tance, and produce an irreconcilable abhor- 
rence of vice, which cauſed the death of the 
Son of God. Let the promiſe of divine 


_ affiſtance engage us to exert our ſelves to 


the utmoſt, and to reach degrees of good- 


neſs worthy ſuch an aſſiſtant and conductor. 
Let us not lazily plead impotence, and de- 
cline 'our duty, when God promiſes his 


grace ſhall be ſufficient for us. Let our 


knowledge, that the preſent is a final ſtate 
of trial, determine us, in this our day, to 


mind the things that relate to our cverlaſting 


peace, 


CnRIST the Light of the World. 
peace, before they 


enjoy from the Lord's Day, the Sacra- 
MENT, and the M1n1sTRy, like perſons who 
muſt ſhortly account for theſe, and who 

know the beſt improvement of them will 
procure the largeſt poſſeſſion of a felicity di- 
vine and everlaſting; that the glory and 
beauty of our bodies at the reſurrection, the 
perfection of our minds and our happineſs, 
in the immediate preſence of God and of his 
Son, and in the ſociety of angels and ſaints, will 
be proportioned to the fervour of our piety, 
our activity in doing good, command of our 
paſſions, and abſtinence from every inſtance 
of wickedneſs while on our trial. Let us 


are for ever hid from our Sex, III. 
eyes. And let us improve all the helps we —— 


be fedfaft, immoveable, always abounding in 1 Cor. xv; 


the work of the Lord, for as much as we know 38. 
our labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
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75, 1 bove lenned -in whatever fate Lan, 
12 tbereuiib 10 be. content. 


KN VINE art, and happy the Apoſtle 
who had learnt it! and well de- 
| ſerving to be herein imitated by all 
by chriſtians, to whom he . propoſes 
a * himſelf as a pattern; by all who would act 
worthy of the Religion — Example of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, from whom St. Paul learnt it; 
Verſe 7, and who deſire that the peace of God, which 
 , Saſſeth all underſianding, may continually keep 
LES 5 bearts and minds through Chriſt Jeſus. 
The deſires of the human heart are ſo many 


and large, and the preſent ſtate is ſo full of 


- * 


% 
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uncertainty, diſappointment, and afflitions, Sea. IV. 
that it is dein to hope, or attempt to be hap. —— 
pys by bringing our external condition and 

cireumſtances to be in every reſpect agre- 

able to our wiſhes. Beſides, as we are on 
our trial for life eternal, could we do this, 
it would not upon the whole be beſt for us; 
God has — wiſely and kindly put it 
out of our power. The only way then left 
to make ourſelves eaſy is this, to conform 
our mind to our condition whatever it be, 
chearfully to diſcharge the duties, enjoy che — 
ſatisfactions, and bear and improve the af- : 
flictions attending it; as all appointed by 
God infinitely wiſe and good, and. as upon 
the Whole beſt for us — to learn, like St, 
Paul, in fate we are, to be 
therewith content. Nor let us think this an 
attainment too high for us, ſince we may be 
raiſedi to it as he was, by the Religion, "the 
le, and the Spirit of Chriſt; and like 
the py ze able — do all things en 122 ir. 
Me. % iet v 
ues which we render. content, au. 
mn ſignifies to be ſelf-ſufficient... This | 
teinper, when recommended to us as our 
duty, muſt not be underſtood in a ſtrict 
ſenſe; for thus underſtood it belongs only 
to the almighty and / alb ſufficient God. Nor 
muſt we explain this ſelf· ſufficience, as ſup- 
gan in ce on God of on Chriſt. | 
wi preceding verſes: the Apoſtle exhorts' | . 

oil! 1 the 
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vis | 07 '\the Nature of | 
$x.7y. the Ph in order to ſecure this 
dey 7 nM mind; to be: careful. far: no- 
thing, but in every thing by prayer and ſup- 
5 with thankſgiving, to make : known 
their requeſts unto God. And when he de- 
clares he could . things, he modeſily ſub, 
Joins, - bras Chriſt -who- firengthentth me. 
This ſclf-fufficience — muſt be meant 
thn As —_— to ur external citeum - 
to the conduct of other men 
ns 4 us, aba ſar ver our flate be, whether 
we abound or ſuffer med, be proſperous or 
„ aa, hondured or reviled. 
That chriſtian then is ſelf-ſufficient; or 
content in the language of St. Paul, who 
s and derives his main happineſs from 
God and from hirnſelf, from his own good 
and right conduct. Who fitmly be- 
nieving all the events and — hope? 
his life to be appointed ar over. ruled by the 
9 wiſdom and $ for anſwering 
the beſt purpoſes, is only ſollicitous to do 
his duty, approve himſelf to God, and pre- 
pare himſelf for enjoying complest and 
never- ending happineſs in a ſtate! beyond 
te grave. Who, whatever his circumſtances 
"2 be, chearfully moe his duty, is thankful for 
ET the bleffings of heaven, and bears the trials 
. and afflict 5 of life with an eaſy -reſig- 
re and a calm ſerenity. Who murmurs 
not againſt God, nor rages at others ho 
ay be 6 of his ſufferings; — 
e 


* 
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who deſponds not, although his trials may sa. IV. 
be long and ſevere, but commiting himſelf —— 
unto God in well-doing, pleaſingly expects 
end of his faith and vom his full fal- 

tion and everlaſting happineſs in God's 
heavenly kingdom; and, poſſeſt by this glo- 
rious hope, counts the ſuffering s of this pre- Rom. viii. 


1 for time not worthy to be compared with the ls. 


that ſhall be revealed. 

This is a general view of this excellent 
5 which we are all to cultivate, and 
on our learning which depend, in a great de- 
gree, our own preſent ſatisfaction, the peace 
of our families, and of all who are conver-, 
ſant with us, che credit of our chriſtian pro- 
feſñon, and our final blefſedneſs ; ſince the 


ce of God, ing in our hearts here, 
is one of the beſt tives for our enjoy 3 
ing the perfect peace and everlaſting felicit / 


of heaven. To affiſt you therefore in learn- 
ing it, I ſhall diſtinctly explain and ſtrongly 
recommend it, repreſenting the principal 
reaſons for it, and-motives 'to determine you 
to cultivate it; and may God bleſs what all 
be offered to teach us all this important leſ- 
ſon, in whatſoever flate we are, therewith 
to be content. The ſubje& concerns us all, 
whether rich or poor, pro or afflicted; 
and though Contentment may ſeem hardeſt 
to be learnt by perſons in affliction, it will 
yet” perhaps be found as difficult to practiſe 
by perſons in affluence and proſperity, and 
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0 pmongh them. The views- 
and wiſhes of ſuch uſually inlarge with their 
poſſeſſions, and their tempers ſoftened. by in- 
dulgence become leſs. ble t to bear the leaſt 
rough: accident or croſs event. The more 
their enjoyments are, the more are the ways 
= 1 Bi which griefand diſappointment may 
enter and torment their boſoms. It may 
therefore be as neceſſary to teach thoſe. who 
abound to be contented, as. thoſe WhO ſuffer 
need, and require all their application. and, 
reſolution to become ſo, n 
Let me further premiſe, that if we rould. 
learn. this diſpoſition we, muſt pte for 
* by deyoting ourſelves, like St. Paul, to 
God. and 10 Chriſt, by becoming ſincerely 
and prevailingly pious and good. Ixregular 
paſſions and a conſcience of guilt, will ne- 
ceffarily make us qneaſy; and unleſs Religion 
be our governing l we cannot have 
that confidence in God, that regularity in our 
5 145 ora thoſe rational hopes of, immor- 


tal „which are the chief ſources 
| ON Contentment. No habitual N can 
7 as to be con tente. 
That 1 may aſſiſt the ſincerely pious in 
acquiring this. "i 07% Miva Neher | 
ting this ee c lr. 
2818 188 9 5 8 8 
Fi 7 05 er an W or two for pre 
16 venting, miſtakes as to the nature of 


- this, nue. Dann . . b i 
S 1 12 


II. DiſtiaRly;;repreſent t the iples on sx. IV. 
| -- which i ie founded, and the ef it —— 
produceth in our chief ron 0 
im. Ptopound the ch reaſons fax: Con- 
tentment, and motives. which ſhould 
iy determime us to cultivate. it. 
IV. Give proper directions, the, ace 
Vvance of which may facilitate our iar. 
; Provament - Woe tit q 1 55 
wy 021910 ff £56! 1 
„ Lam to precaiſe an. obſervation * 
uſeful for preventing miſtakes,..as to the na- 
ture of —— And although 
the Laws and Example of Chriſt: oblige us in 
whatſoever e ue are, e @: 0 . 
Of FE dene be ,22 
2. t d 012 94 5 
. 8 — It is. n mel en be ably 
indifferent. a8 to — 0 — 
—— ndanc — 
— the the worth; and — — of this 
virtue are founded in; the natural diſagrea- 
blaneſs of pain, want, and the like, and.ous 
* them o be diſagreable; Jet not- 
0 preſetving com- 
, =_ of mund, and an eaſyn reſignation, ta 
the divine Providence. There was indeed a 
ſect of, beathen Philoſophers, the Steice, 
bo. „* 1 ſupe : 
riority in worth of moral goodneſs "bom 
n ennie ri Zend W 
bas 20 9 r 8 2120 | 
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| Seb rv. lenfibie F ak of the GAA 
HE of moral than of ſenſible evils ; and 
from an obſervation that external proſperity 
was often poſſeſt by bad men, while pover- 
ty,” bodily ſufferings, and the like, were the 
lot of the virtuous, were led to maintain this 
very ſtrange aſſertion, contrary to the natural 
apprehenſions and common feelings of man- 
Lind. « That pain, ſiekneſs, want, and re- 
| oach were things quite indifferent ; and 
Ko eaſe,” health, abundance, / and reputation 
<::were no more to be accounted goods than 
de evils.“ But this was talking in 
an extravagant ſtrain, and which'the natutal 
affe&tions of the human mind, and its ne- 
ceſſary feelings, while it is united to an an- 
mal body, will ever prove to be falſe. Our 
Heb. ii. bleſſed Lord, who like us pdrtook of feſp 
14 , and-blodd; and wal in all things rempted, or 
8 a tried and afflicted, as ue are, requires no 
ſuch impoffibllities from bis diſciples, as to 
be-equally pleaſed- -with' ſiekneſs and health, 
pain and eaſe, want and a ſupply. On the 
| contrary, — example allows us to feel, and 
to àverſion: to'r h, tor- 
tare, and. {horde provided that we maintain 
# much ſtronger averſion to ſin and diſobe- 
— and that our ſubmiſſion to God, 
los of our duty, and ptefetence of the f 
tsfactions of a good conſcience,” of hope in 
God, and bright views of immortal bleſſed - 


" be greatly ſuperior to our averſions and 


fears 
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fears of external evils. His ſou! wa exceed: Sea. IV. 
ing ſorrowful at the near view of his laſt ſuf. —— | 
ferings; and he prayed earneſtly 5 God, Mat 
ſaying, O my 1 105 it be poſi 
this Cup paſs from: me ! ſill you. — 2 ra 
miſſion. to his Father, concern to finiſh his 

great work, and the joy ſet before him, pre- 

vailed, for he adds, meatballs ant os e 
— yams O my Father, * ⁊ — Cap 
may nat paſs. away mans nes 1 3 
t Will be dine! "= 8 ws 33 

We may therefore like health better than | 
fickneſls, eaſe than pain, and a:competency © 
than want, and yet be contented amidſt 
pain and affliction; if after all, reſignation 
to God, the pleaſures of a good conſcience, 
and our. heavenly hopes, prevail in our judg- 

ments and in our hearts, over the 2 
able ſenſations ariſing from our bodies, and 
from without; prevent all murmuring, wit 
preſerve. us..chearful. in our ſpirits, thankf 
to God, eaſy to thoſe about us, and ſtedfaſt 
in the practice of, our duty. As conſer 
quence from hence, 

Aa, Chriſtian n does no t — 
us from imploying any prudent — lawful 
means, to free ourſelves from want and ſuſ- 
fering, or to procure the conveniencies of 
life. Our Lord directs us to pray for qur Matt. vi. 
daily bread, and to be, dure fron evil; 11, & 33. 
and promiſes, / that if we ſerk I the king- SE 


tam of God, and bis. righteo neſs, the real 
nm  bleflings 


he 2 
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A rv. bleflings of life [hall be added unto us. | And 
> Gr —Y St. Paul, than whom none more chearfully 
TY and contentedly endured loſſes, wants, and 

Ar xxl. perſecutions for the ſake of Chriſt, and 
Ilir. Whoſe temper amidſt theſe was always - res 
14. Joicing, yet he pleaded his privilege a a8 8 
Ads xxv. Roman citizen to prevent his being ſcour) 

2 Cor, xii. Commended the Philippians for ſupply ing bim 
8. in priſon, appealed to Cæſar to fecure his 
_ "- life from the malice of the your, and pray- 
Phil . ed earneſtly to be delivered from the burn 
1 "bis . He commands chriſtiins | "alſo 
; «Wh Jun belre thi Text, in every thing by prayer 
1 Tim. v. 4d fupplication, with thankſgiving, 10 wats 

Eph. ., ther requeſts known unto God. And as St. 
James dreck us when ikked, to pray, St. 
Paul mentions inſtances of God's elivering 
ns. from bodily evils, in anſwer to their 
Bu He preſcribes, in another place, 
ſpence in our callings, that we may be 
able to give to them who are in want, and 
adviſes Timothy to have regard to his health. 
If we therefore are fick, ot in pain, we may, 
without incuring the charge of diſcontent! 
y earneſtly *to"God for health and caſe, 
nd uſe proper medicine and exerciſe in or. 
der to dur recovery. If we are in ſtrait er 
cumſtances, we may by humble prayer com- 
mend our honeſt diligence and cate to the 
dige bleſſing, for prochrinig the ſupports 
and conveniencies of life. All chat chriſtian 
Sodtent ment requires of an *that our 


2 
28 main 
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main concern ſhould be to preſerve and i im. Sex. IV. 


prove the health of our ſouls, to ſecure the 


riches of conſcious goodneſs, of the divine 


2 and of a good title to never- 


felicity., That our principal ſatisfac- 

den Poul be derived from our ſucceeding 

. and that as to the other purſuit, if 

God ſhould ſee it beſt after all to diſappoint 
us, and fix us in a poor and afflicted condi- 

tion, we neyer inwardly find fault with his 


Providence; but firmly believin g, that all, - 


things ſhall work t ogetber for fr gu to them that :8. © 


love God, we Gunn, ch in the dif. 

charge of our duty, and in Swe of that 

ſtate of compleat and 1 bleſſedneſs; 

weighed againſt which, all the affliction 

and evils. of this mortal life, are Tight, .an 

but for a moment. 5 
Having premiſed theſe obſervations,” that 


"1 1 F miſtakes, I advance, 


II. To a more diſtin deſcri ption of thi 
excellent diſpoſition, being contented in what- 
foever late we are, In order to this I would, 
1. Repreſent the truths or af on the 


full belief and habitual perſuaſion of which 


chriſtian Contentment is founded. And, 
2. The effects which thoſe principles will 
uce in our, temper and conduct. 
If we would be content amidſt pain, afflic- th 
. — and want, we muſt over- rule the in- 


15 — of ſenſe, and ſ ſilence the clamours of _ 
0 1 n 


"inci. 


4 2 Cor. Iv. 


"17, 


d 
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Ss. IV. inclination and paſſion; and, to effect this, 
—= muſt call in the aid of Reaſon and Faith, and 
keep preſent to our minds in all their evi- 
dence thoſe principles which demonſtrate 
the reaſonableneſs of this temper, and, by 
the divine bleſſing, will raiſe us to it. And 
the principles, 54 firm perſuaſion of which 
will moſt of any thing contribute to form us 
to Contentment, are the four following. 
. That all the events of the world,” as 
4 well proſperous as afflictive, are directed and 
over. ruled by God, infinitely wiſe and good, 
in the beſt manner, and for the beſt ends. 
It was this conſideration that calmed the 
mind of Job, and made him reſigned and 
thankful amidft the heavieſt afflictions that 
'- _, ever fell upon mortal man. He regarded the 
ſtorm which killed his children, not merely 
as an accidental effe of a blind natural cauſe; 
and the murder of his ſervants, - and the 
plunder of his ſubſtance, not as the mere 
effects of the contented violence of the 
Chaldeans and Sabeans, but as events im- 
mediately directed or over-ruled by God's 
all- wiſe Ponce; ; and he was inabled to 
expreſs the nobleſt ſentiments of piety and 
Job i. refignation. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
r. bath taten away; bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. We muſt therefore, like this antient 
Lam. Saint, firmly believe, that 'both good and evil 
proceed out of the mouth of the moſt High; 
3 that it is God woo ferns the light, and creates 
_ darkneſs; 


/ 
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darkneſs ; who \ makes peace, neben! sti. TV. 
That affliction comet not. forth: of tbe dujh, .. 
but is cither a trial 'or ch appointed 3 *. 
by the Lord, from whom cometh down alſo vi. *. 
every good giſt, whoſe tenden mercies art i, 
over all hit works. That 'a ſparrow. fallet 3 
566 | 
ther; all whoſc-- paths are mercy and truth ,. 
to them who fear him, and obo; keep bis * 
* who is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy. in all bis wort. And theſe ſenti- 
ments are not more . and {cri ral, 
than they are reaſonable. . 
It is evident to Reaſon that the Mer ur 
the world, in itſelf blind and motionleſs, if 
unmoved and unguided by God, could no 
more continue its beauty and fruitfulneſs, 
than it could form itſelf into ſuch a world 
at firſt. As our bodies are manifeſtly the 
productions of the divine ſkill, and our — 
the offspring of God, it is clear that our en- 
trance into life is under his immediate di- 
rection; that our natural genius and abilities, 
the circumſtances of our birth, the healthi- 
neſs or ſicklineſs of our conſtitution, the 
affluence or want amidſt which we are born, 
and all that neceſſarily flows from hence, are 
—— of God. If we 
reflect alſo on what we experience, we ſhall 
as clearly ſee that in the exerciſe of our 
e e e we are all / 
* conſtantly 


* my 
* 
A L 


sus, IV. conftantly: 3 Gods, without 
a whom we cannot lift a ſpeak a word, 
dor form a deſign, his all- wiſe direction and 

4 influence: abſolutely neceſſary to pre- 


3 | * ſerve the regu action of both; That al- 


though we ate left ſo far by God to the li- 
berty of our own choice, as to be moral and 
accountable agents, yet we muſt be ill un- 
der the —— of our ſupreme Governor, 
and can ſpeak or do nothing but what he 
for wiſe and reaſons permits. Who 
being, as abundantly a from the grand 
and beautiful world he hath framed, and 
keeps in order, and from the numberleſs 
* of creatures which he hath made 
provided for, infinitely wiſe and good, 
An permit nothing which it is not upon the 
{t to permit, and do nothing but 
what it is beſt Gould be done, worthy the 
moſt perfect wiſdom, and 8 — bad 
CR 6 
All diſcontent ſuppoſes hurt d "eng, 
or that things might have been better or- 
dered. But can we ever ſoberly think, that 
the God who freely gave us our being, and 
all we enjoy, is capable of injuring us? Can 
we ever conceit that things could be better 
ordered than they are by all- comprehenſive 
and unering wiſdom, and perfect goodneſs? 
That a God poſſeſſed of theſe ions can 
ſuffer any thing to be done under — 
F wie 


Cbriſian Contentmebt. 
which ought not to have been ſuffered ? Or 


that any power of natural cauſes, or of 
wicked agents, can over- bear his omnipo- 
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tence, and effect what he is not pleaſed to 


permit? Muſt not he therefore be reſigned 
and contented, who ſteddily believes, that 
whether his lot be afflictive or proſperous, it 
is aſſigned him by the wiſeſt of Beings and 
the beſt of Fathers? Are then our patience, 
ſubmiſſion, meekneſs, and the like virtues, 
ſeverely tried by ſickneſs, pain, or by the un- 
kind and injurious conduct of others? The 
wiſdom of God ſaw it beſt that we ſhould 
be thus tried, and we have only to approve 
_ ourſelves and be happy. Are we 'puniſhed 
for -our faults by diſeaſes, wants, or —_ 


pointments ? The medicine, though rough, 
was neceſlary for reſtoring the health of our 
ſouls, or the wiſdom of God had not pre- 


ſcribed it; and if we conform to his defign, 


and amend, we ſhall be happy. Muſt not 


he who'thoroughly believes, and often con- 
ſiders this great and certain truth of God's 
univerſal Providence be content? Eſpecially 
if he adds to it the belief of this other. 
2. That God makes all things to work to- 
gether for good to them that love bim. A fall 
perſvalion of the former truth. will convince 
us, that we Have, and can have no reaſon to 
complain; and a like belief and conſidera- 


tion of this will ſatisfy us, that we can have 
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Sar. Iv. bo temptation to be uneaſy and nated. 
We might be tempted to 34S that though 
what God appointed or directed was beſt 
for the whole, yet ſome other appointment, 
or a 9 ſituation might have been bet- 
ter for us. Whereas we are from hence aſ- 
fared, that i we love God, and keep his 
commandments, and uſe, well the _— 
ſtanding and active powers which he hath 
Pf, xxxvii. given us; if we truſt in the Lord, and do 
% good, we ſball dwell in the land, and verily aue 
Aal be.fed. That if we. delight ourſelves, in 
the Lord, he wlll grue us the defires of our 
tearts. That if we commit our way unto the 
forks and truſt in him, he will bring it to 
| That in the comprehenſive words - 

Luke xii. Our NT nat à hair of 1 bead ſball periſh 

SAN being all numbered by Gad. And if we ſe ſeek 
firſt the kingdom of God, . wy righteouſneſs, 
he will add to us every real good. That the 
PL. Izxxiv. Lord God will be a ſun and a ſhield ; that the 
i!" Lord will give grace and glory, and wick bold 
no good thing from them that walk uprighth. 
Heb. xi. Our converſation, therefore ſhould be without 
covetouſngſs, and pe content with. ſuch things 
4, de bye, for be bath ſaid, 1 * never 
keave thee, nor farſale thee. — 
Theſe encouraging truths which are fo 
well fitted to produce a conſtant, chearful 
contentedneſs in every condition, are not only 
* * e to us by diyine Re- 


ny Vvelation, 


Chriftian Contentment. 
velation, but have alſo the ap 
our * 1 
on the unboended wiſdom, goodneſs, and 
power of an every-where preſent God, the 
moral governor of the world. How can ſach 
a Being otherwiſe than delight in the greateſt 
improvement, perfection, and happineſs of 
his rational creation? And as he 
directs all cauſes and events, how can he fail 
of directing all in a manner moſt favourable: 
to the improvement and happineſs of the 
pious, benevolent, and upright? Would 
not his acting otherwiſe argue a defici 
in wiſdom or goodneſs? Which with no 
pretenee or appearance of Reaſon can be i im- 
pony to an infinite and all perfect mind. 

It is readily granted, that if we, by ok 
imprudence, laleneſt or vice, involve our- 
ſelves in evils, God may ſee it beſt by theſe 
to puniſh us ſeverely, in order to make us 
wiſer and better. And in ſuch caſes, though 
it would have been better for us if we had 
not offended, yet we have no room to be 
diſcontented. We are indeed to blame our- 
ſelves, but to be thankful unto if by a 
neceſſary, though ſevere diſciplines he pre- 
vents our final ruin. Whereas if we mean 
well, and according: to our beſt apprehen- 
Ty honeſtly nden to pleaſe God, do 


K 2 good 
„That a particalar Providence is conſiſtent with God's 


88 by fixed general laws, ſee proved in a Sermon on 
ſal. 15. 5. 7. &c. | 


probation of $zx. Iv. 
ial Reaſon, feriouſly reflecting — 
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828. IV. good to men, and ſteddily purſue our own 
wA— truce happineſs here and hereafter, we have, 


from the expreſs and repeated declarations. 
in Scripture of God's peculiar Providence 
over the pious and good, ſufficient foun- 
dation for being . ul, contented, and 
thankful in every condition. For we are 
from hence aſſured, that nothing out of our 


| | own power ſhall be able really to hurt us, 


that the worſt-deſigned actions of others 
ſhall turn out to our good, and that our 
heavenly Father, who certainly knows what 
is beſt for us, will ſo direct all events, as 
that they ſhall iflue in our greateſt good, and 
our higheſt happineſs to eternity. The want 
of knowing and believing this noble truth 

occaſioned one of the greateſt Philoſophers, 
4 Cicero, to manifeſt the utmoſt diſcontent, 
dejection, and even deſpondency amidſt 
ſome great calamities. When raiſed by this 
faith, St. Paul, amidſt much greater diſ- 


** tr thus triumphs. F God be for us, 


who can be againſt us * J reckon that the ſu 2 
 ferings of this preſent time, are not worthy to 

be compared with the glory t that ſhall be re- 
wealed. I am perſuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nu beight, nor 4 ſhall be able to ſe ſeparate 
4s jron the love of God, which is in Chrift 
Teſus 


1 See bis lis by nue. 8vo, Vol. Ep 355. 
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Jeſus our Lord. Would we entirely enter san. Iv. 
into theſe ſentiments, beſides fully believing 3 


| «theſe truths, we muſt alſo thoroughly under- 
' ſtand and reliſh the two following, viz. 
3. That the ſatisfactions of goodneſs and 
devotion, of an approving conſcience, and of 
hope in God, are by far the moſt valuable 
ſſeſſions; and contribute more to the hap- 
pineſs of the preſent life, than any outward 
circumſtances or acquiſitions. External good 
and evil, or the objects without us, which 
make agreable or diſagreable impreſſions 
upon us, are very much out of our power. 
Hence ariſes diſcontent in their boſoms, who 
expect their main happineſs from theſe; be- 
cauſe they cannot command and diſpoſe of 
them according to their inclination. On the 
contrary, the pleaſures of virtue and piety, 
as they ariſe from within, from our own 
temper and conduct, are moſt of any thing 
in our own power. To be content tIere- 
fore, | avrapx;, ſatisfied from ourſelves, we 
muſt expect and derive our main ſatisfactions 
from our own right temper and conduct, 
from the conſciouſneſs of theſe, and our con- 
- ſequent: hopes in the divine benignity. St. 
Paul who had attained this happy diſpo- 
ſition, Contentment in every ſtate, informs 
us theſe. were his moſt valued ſatisfactions. 
Mentioning the troubles he had encountered 
in Afia, by which he was. preſſed above 
meaſure, ſo that * even deſpaired of * ö 
0 3 8 
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&: Tv, he adds, but our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony 
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— of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
* ſincerity, nut by fleſbly wiſdom, but by the grace 
of 1 we have * our converſation in the 
door 
Would we, like 8. Paul, be chearful and 
pned in every condition, we muſt hearti- 
ly believe .that our ſouls are ourſelves, and 
the improvements and pleaſures of the mind 
our proper excellence and ha ſs.— 
That to advance in the knowledge of God, 
and of his works, to have new and noble 
truths till opening upon our minds, enter- 
taining our underſtandings, and exalting our 
affect ions. To conſider ourſelves as the 
continual charge of God's kind Providence, 
in order to our being happy here and here- 
after; and to act with a ſteady concern to 
pleaſe him, and enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
ber a pproved by him. Jo regard our- 
ſelves as n into the world that we might 
imitate, as well as enjoy the divine good- 
neſs; to diſcharge well the duties of our va · 
rlous relations, and think onrſelves more 
bleſſed in the good we confer, than in that 
which we receive. To maſter our 
fions, preſerve an inward calm, and be ſu- 
perior to the follies and vices of others, by 
gentleneſs, meekneſs, and true greatneſs of 
mind ; overcoming evil with good, and ac- 
quiring the joy of a juſt ee een 
118 9 the — * and- friendſhip: of 
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others, —— And finally, to be conſcious to 2.2. IV. 


continual improvements in knowledge, goods Ye 
neſs, refignation, and a grateful piety ; , and 
to be thus qualified to 105 up to 5004 with 
a better hope of his favour, * forward to 
immortality with a brighter aſſurance, that 
we are haſtening to enjoy its compleat feli- 
city. — Would we be always contented, 
ve muſt believe theſe actions, diſpoſitions 
and pleaſures, which are properly c our own, 
and altvays in our own power, to be the 
moſt valuable enjoyments of life ; and ap- 
plying ourſelves vocdedibibly to theſe, ſhall 
mo and enjoy true and Silkine ſatisfaction. 
theſe being always within our reach, 
and affliction giving room and opportunity 
for exetting My We, and enjoying 
theſe Aetfares as well as proſperity, we may 
in every ſtats de ſatisfied from ourſelves; 
when if we looked for ſatisfaction fron 
Without, we ſhould certainly receive diſap- 
tment. To confittn this perſuaſion, and 
45 it All its proper infſuence—— 
e muſt Lei in our minds a live- 
1 12 full conviction, that the preſent is a 
te of trial for another, an everlaſting ſtate; 
and confequently that nothing here is of an) 
Bred t Itnportance to us, Gen than as it 
_affeds 5 final, our eternal condition,” The - 
bener of this great ttuth enabled our A- 
oftle' to maintain 4 peaceful ſerenity . under 


Tat ie' darkeſt Etoud bf afflictions, and to riſe 
above 


Spe. TV. above them, and to regard them as light and 


F i but for a moment, ſince they wrought out for 
1j. bim a far more exceeding.and eternal weight 
of glory. He conſtantly: looked nat to the 

things which are ſeen, and are temporal, but 

to the things u bich are not ſeen, and are eter- 

nal. And as he here teaches this excellent 

leſſon of Contentment by his example, in 

a gother place he does it thus by his inſtruc- 

1 Tim. vi: tions, Godlineſi, ſays he to Timothy, vit 
b. 7.  Cantentment is great gain; for we brought 
nothing into tbis world, and it is certain we 

can cam nothing out. Having then food and 

rai ment, let us , be therewith content. 5 No- 

thing, befides our pioys diſpoſitions. and good 

actions will avail us in the next ſtate, as 

' probationers for eternity; we may therefore 

de content without, riches, and thoſe other 

| things which are of dg advantage to us far 


| A ene cel e tee ene 
| Flad we ones eſtabliſhed theſe as our go- 
verning principles, that our great buſineſs. in 
life is to approve ourſelves unto God, that 
be may reward us. with life _ That 
not our preſent condition. as. to ſickneſs or 
health, want or abundance, reproach: gr. ho- 
nour, but our temper and behaviour, amidſt 
either of theſe Bal” e our happineſs 
in the eternal world; and that, the joys. and 
ſorrows of mortality bear as little proportion 
- for degree, to the peifeck and diyige felicit; 
ee nenen, 
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dan continue, bear for duration to the num- SA. Iv. 
berleſs ages of eternity — Were theſe great 
truths firmly believed, and often and ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered, every other concern would 
appear a trifle. in compariſon of this, that we 
approved ourſelves. to God, whatever our 
circumſtances were. With regard to things 
external, we ſhould weep as though wwe wept 1 Cor. vii. 
not, and rejoice as though we rejoiced not, 3% 
knowing that tbe faſhion of this world paſſeth 

away. | We ſhould willingly. leave it to God 
to appoint for us what he ſees to be: beſt, 
whether proſperity, or adverſity, . and be 
careful only for this, (which God always 

aces within our own power) to bear ow 
improve well either of them. We ſhall, 
St. James adviſes, count it all joy, when we "all James i; 
into di vers temptations or attlitions,  know= * * 
ing that the rial of our faith and patience, 
when they are well approved, will be ford 
to praiſe, and bonour, and glory, at tbe ap- 1 pet. i. 
Peering of Yeſus Chriſt., H we are indulged -. 

With been, we ſhall 0s rejoice in it 
mere y as an opportunity for gratifying our 
ſenſual. — — " but regard & wer 
which we are to impove for the honour of 
- God, and the good. of others. We ſhall 

not be ebe, nor truſt in uncertain 
' riches, but in the living God who giveth us 
all things to enjoy. We ſhall be rich in good Tim. vi. 

works, ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 7 
nicate, laying up for ourſelves a good treaſure 


againſt 


Of rhe Nature of &c. 


vx. IV. againſt the time to come, that we May Bold 
N on eternal liſ. 15 


Oan he with reaſon be dilcontented, hs; 
whatever he watits, hath always in his hand 
nities for gaining heavenly treaſures, 
for ſecuring or improving his intereſt in a 
bleſſedneſs, compared to the intrinſie worth 
of which a thouſand worlds are of no value, 
and to the duration of which a thouſand ages 
bear not the proportion that a moment does 
to them? From the hope of which he may 
alſs derive ſuch joys as will Heighten the 
heavieſt afflictions of life, and far exceed: the 
richeſt pleaſures the world can give. 
I is Tide neceffary to ſay triore on the ge⸗ 
geral truths,” the firm perſuaſion of which is 
| ted to produce Contentment. You f 


_ -«  hwewdvitied fem this brief de reſentaticni 


_ and, 


ef em, that they are ay mr 


nice, 


fuſe their gente 1 ber your tetn- 
per and conduct. What good effects the) 


Will then 1 Thall om vou in 
hext Diſcourſe, and thus compleat the d 
MAT: of this excellent e, 0 Wo 
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ker 1 have learned in whatfever fate 7 an, 
£313 | therewith 70 be OMEN» 735 


en AV.ING in the preceding Dif. Sen. V 

8 courſe recommended the follow- —_ 

ing traths, as neceſſary to be ful- 5 
ly believed, and frequently me- 
7%. 3 if we would. be content= 
ed in every Rats of: life, viz. That all the 
events of the world, as well proſperous as 
afflictive, are directed and over- ruled by an 
infinitely wiſe and good God, in the beſt 
manner; and ſot the beſt purpoſes. — That 
this God makes all things to work together 
| "16h ans toat love bin, — That 9 
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Sax. V. fatisfaQions of goodneſs and. devotion, of an 


; g approving conſcience, and of hope in God, 
ate by far the moſt valuable poſſeſſions and 


pleaſures. And that the preſent life is a 

ſtate of trial for eternity. I am now to 

compleat the deſcription of Contentment, 
by ſhewing 

2. The ets which the firm belief and 

t recollection of theſe important truths 

will have on our temper and conduct, with 

regard to God, to other men, and to our- 

ſelves. And Contentment will manifeſt it- 


ſelf in our diſpoſition towards God by the 


following good fruits. 
1. Gratitude to God for his many benefits, 


which the contented chriſtian} reliſhes and 
enjoys in the beſt manner, is one inſtance 
and fruit of this excellent temper. The man 
ſatisfied with his lot, and enjoying the good 


which God defigned him, will naturally be 


grateful to the author of ſo many benefits; 


N and Glefs the Lord who is the portion of bis 
. Inheritance; whoſe favour is the moſt valua- 
able ingredient in it, and obo maintaineth bis 


lot. While the perſon diſſatisfied with his 


eondition, and ho attends only to the evils 


Job 1. 


21. 


Job, the grea 715 


he ſuffers, or to the bleſſings which he wants, 
ſecretly repines at Providence, but overlooks 

omits to acknowledge the many unde- 
ſerved favours which God has granted him. 
ttern of Contentment, thus 


„ * 


| ſt ts 
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bath taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Sax. V, 
Lord. Shall we receive good at the hand of g job. = 
| the Lord, and ſhall we not receive evil? St. 1 
Paul exhorts chriſtians in every thing to give PINT; 
thanks, and declares it to be the Will of God, 18. 
and himſelf practiſed it; and amidſt the ſoreſt 
afflictions, thus deſcribes his own temper, 
always rejoicing in the Lord. At another 
time, enumerating his many difficulties and 
ſufferings, he adds in the ſame place a grate- 
ful account of the conſolations and delive- 
rances which a good God had granted to 
him ; and when as to the world he had com- 
paratively nothing, yet he thankfully declares, 
that in real value he poſſeff all things; Sup. 2 Cor. iv. | 
poſe then the contented chriſtian to be deſ- *: * 
titute of wealth, with a warm gratitude he 
praiſes God for reaſon, health, and a pleaſing 
reliſh of his plain food; for the promiſed 
care and ſupply of his unfailing Providence; 
for the light and grace and hopes of the 
Goſpel; and eſpecially for the near view, 
of compleat and everlaſting bleſſedneſs in 
heaven, of which the leſs he enjoys of this 
world, he anticipates the more by medi- 
tation and hope. 

Is he deprived of health and eaſe? He is 
thankful for the care and tenderneſs of friends, 
the relief of medicine, and the conveniencies 
of life; for the profit he may make of his 
afflictions, being by them more diſengaged 
from the 7 and rendered more ſeriouſly 

intent 


7 itt! 


„„ the gud Beth of 
Sun. v. intent on making ſure the unmixed bleſſed. 
— 0 of heaven; and for the glorious v4 
of "ſoon entering on a ſtate of immortal | 
and compleat bleſſedneſs, where bis light of 
ions, which are but for 4 moment, ſhall 
work out for him a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. Or is he reproached 
for the ſake of truth, anda ſufferer for righte- 
; |  ouſheſs? He thanks God that he is counted 
Aa v. worthy to ſuffer for the name of Chrift, and 
un. , that great is bis reward in heaven. Thus 
14. While the murmurer looks only at what is 
dilagreable, or after what he thinks to be 
Wanting in his condition, frets at Providence 
and torments himſelf, the contented | 
conſiders with pleaſure the many undeſerved 
bleſſings in his poſſeſſion, which far exceed 
what he wants or ſuffers, praiſes. a good 
God, and enjoys himſelf. As 2 conſequence 
of this, 

2. He with chearful neſs acquieſces in all 
the diſpenſations of God, even the moſt af-- 
flictive, willingly ſubmiting to whatever is 

appointed by infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 
| and expreſſing his ſubmiſſion in words and 
| 1xSam. iii, actions. Like good old Eli he fays, I is 
8. 7be Lord, let him do what ſeemeth 2 good. 
A Or like a more perfect pattern of reſignation, . 
lake i. Our bleſſed Lord, Father, not my Will, but 
. thine be done. He who believes his lot to be 
| aſſigned him, not only by a moſt wife and 
2 Sovereign, but by a moſt * 
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and-merciful Father, who by the beſt ways Sun. V. 
ever purſues his greateſt g ood, 8 
all to work togetber for g — to them that love 
2 

WS 18 n or , 
all certainly produce it. | 
Is be then correfted.-for his faults? Tie 
language ia, Wherefore ſhould a living man Lam. is. 
complain, a man for the puniſhment of bis fins 30. 
Efj when God puniſhes him leſs than 
he deſerves, and chaſtens us not for his own 
pleaſure, but for our profit, that wwe might be Heb. xii. - 
partakers of bis blinds, Is poverty his allot- 10. 
ment? He thinks the ſupreme diſpoſer had 
a right to aſſign him what ſtation he pleaſed; 
that he knew his temper would — well 
bear abundance, that by diſcharging well the 
duties of a lower ſtation, he may riſe high 
in the favour of God, and in the ſcale of 
bleſſedneſs for eternity, and he is therefore 
Well pleaſed with what. pleaſes God. Has 
he been deprived. of valuable relations and 

friends? He conſiders, the Lord who gave, 

hath taken away; that he certainly knew 

what was beſt both for him, and for them; 

that God himſelf is a Father and Friend 

who. can neter be loſt, and whoſe favour 
| will ſupply the loſs of every other friend; 

and that it can be but a little while e er he 

ſhall ſee all the divine dipenſations in the 5 
light of heaven to have been moſt wiſe and 
. 8 and there enjqy every valuable friend © 
COON * 


| Of the ges Betts of 


Szz. V. greatly improved, without e a ſeparg- 
8 or ver. 0 1 10 


33» 


with him he inticely: er The language 

i. of diſcontent is, Ny ſhould I wait on the 
Tord any bark 11 God will not indulge 
thoſe who ſerve him with riches, honour, 


3. The contented christian s on in the 
Aerial practice of his duty, ſtudious to 
approve himſelf to God, all whoſe” dealings 


and eaſe, but will exerciſe them with 
verty and various diſtreſſes, let who will 


mind religion and keeping his command- 


ments, we will not ſerve God for nought. 


On the contrary, the contented chriſtian: has 


experienced, that in keeping his command- 


ments there is a great reward; and that in 


ſerving God he moſt effectually ſerves his 


own true happineſs. That gratitude, love, 


and reſignation to God, generous benevo- 
| lence, and doing or endeavouring to do good 


to others, moderation in regard to this world, 


and the rational hopes of a glorious and hap- 


py immortality, yield pleaſures by many de- 


grees ſuperior to any which worldly proſ- 
perity can give. Whether therefore the 
world ſmile or frown, whether his en- 
deavours' to do good are well or ill re- 


cCeived, he continues in the faithful 


Heb. all. 
1, 2. 


of his duty; knows and declares that he 
ſerves a good maſter; is not weary of well 
doing, nor faints in his mind, but runs with 


e the „„ looking unto. 
Me. 


Cb iſtian cuntemment. 


Yeſus, aobo for the joy that was ſet before bis Sen, V. 


endured the croſs, - defſp1fing the ſhame; and {> 
thinks all the labours and ſufferings bf this = 
preſent time not worthy to be compared with 
the promiſed glory; and is fedfa/tly im- 
movable, aways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that bis labour i in the Lord ts 


not in vain, 


4. To compleat this chaos; in regard-4 to 
God, he ſhows his ſatisfaction in what God 
has already done for him, by a placid and 

ſteddy truſt in him for the future. From 
his heart he ſays, all the ways of the Lord 
hitherto with me have been mercy and truth; 


1 will therefore call upon him, and truſt in SY ow.” 


him as long as I live. He can be no more ro. 


wanting to me in the future, than de hath wi. 2. 


been in the paſt. My make indeed is frail, 
and my health uncertain, but ſhould he vi- 
fit me with ſickneſs, he will, as formerly, 
ſtrengthen me, to bear and improve it; and 
I ſhall have the ſame conſolations and joys 
in the conſciouſneſs of an increaſing health 
of ſoul, and of an approved — to 
God, and in more frequent and fixed con- 
por gy pant of the reſt and felicity of hea- 

I may be deprived of the convenien- 
a of life, but my heavenly Father will not 
ſuffer this, unleſs it may. be for my greater 
good. He hath promiſed that I tall want 


for no good thing; he hath provided for me Pc. E 
e and ] will truſt in him for the re- 1 


* 6 1 maindet 


e MS 


| 13. never leave thee, nor forſake thee; I ill never 
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Sun. V. mainder of this: ſhort life; who hath pro- 
pm e an incorruptible inheritance, and the 

of joy in heaven for his grateful and 

| Proverbs — children, 1 Fnow not — what 
rü. 1. 4 day may bring forth ;/ but this I know, 
that all my following days will equally be 
under the care of the ſame God, who hath 
done ſo well by me. all my paſt days. I 
will then be careful for nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer, and ſupplication, with-thankſe - 
giving, make my requeſts known unto Gad. 
And the peace 'of God x ry paſſeth all under- 
Leude, wit will then keep my mind and beart 

. Feſus Cbriß. He who hath promiſed I uill 


Phil. iv. 
= 


er thee to be tried above what thou art able; 
is faithful and mighty to perform it. He- 
2 lrxiii. will therefore guide me by bis counſel till be 
bring me unto glory. Should I walk through 
tbe valley and ſhadow of death,, TI will fear no 
evil, far he is with me. When ny fleſh and 
my heart fail, be will be — of my 
. 14- heart, and my for ever. I will there- 
fore wait onthe Lord, . and be of good courage, 
For be ſhall ſtrengthen my beart. I can be 
placed in no ſituation wherein I may not 

_ approve myſelf to God, advance my prepa- 
ration for immortal bleſſedheſs, and increaſe 
my intereſt in it; and God hath promiſed I 

- ſhall be in that ſituation wherein I may beſt 
etffect theſe.” I have then nothing Ka fear 
_ * noting ROS. 
— "but. 


L.; 


A- 4 


but that be vious keep — Vs 
and proſent me faultleſs befor the preſence T 


hrs'ghory with exceeding joy. Thus the con 


_ " rented chriſtian expreſſes his ſatisfaction in 


his ſtate with wane to God, Let us in- 
uire, | 
? 2. How this temper. manifeſts ſelf with 
relation to men. And it appears to advan 
in the following inſtances. a 
1. The perſon ſatisfied with * own con- 
dition rele in the good and proſperity of 
others; and is far from envying any whole | 
cireumſtances are higher or more abundant 
than hig"own. Being truly eaſy in himſelf, 
and pleaſed with what God has alloted him, 
he is diſpoſed to receive an increaſe of ſatiſ- 
faction from the good which Providence 


beſtows upon others, and to rejoice with Rom, 3 


them that rejoice. H they uſe well health, 5 
riches, lands, of or any other bleſſings which 
the divine wiſdom has refuſed to him, he 
rejoices that theſe bleſſings are ſo well be- 
ſtowed, and ſo well improved. If they are 
not improved by any, inſtead of freting at 
Providence, and epvying the perſons who 
abuſe what he has not, he pities them, 
knowing that this abuſe renders them really 
unhappy now, and will make them ex- 


treamly ſo when they are called to account 1 


for the talents they have waſted. 
On the contrary, perſons diffatisfied with 


their I rn. 


= 


n 
_ v. of which they ſee others poſſeſt, grudge and 


Of the good Bfeds of 
- envy them the bounties bb Providence, and 


the advantages of this world; and think 


themſelves juſtified in it, if the perſons raiſed 


above them in external advantages appear to 


be their inferiors in moral worth. Hence 


vt ei. the caution of the Plalmiſt, Fret not rel 


* 
1. 
Y * » 


becauſe of evil dbers, neither be thou envious 
againſt the workers of miquity, for they fhall 


ſeon be cut down like the graſs. Truſt in the 


Lord and do good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the 
land; and verily thou ſhalt be fed. Delight 
thyſelf alſo in the Lord, and be ſhall. give thee 
the defires of thy beurt. The chriſtian who 


delights himſelf in the Lord knows, that 


God has already given him by far the beſt 


bleſſings of this life, in giving him a heart to 
| know; and love, and truſt in God, and ſeek 
his happineſs in him, and in eternity; and 


that in his communications gf good in the 


next ſtate, he will ſoon exceed all the deſires 


of his heart, and make him compleatly bleſ- 


ſed for ever. He cannot therefore allow 


himſelf .to be uneaſy, becauſe Providence 
beſtows gifts on others, which are trifles in 
compariſon of what God hath already grant- 


eld him, and which he verily believes God 
bas with-held from him, becauſe they would 


have obſtructed his enjoyment of ſomething 
infinitely better. He is therefore always 


diſpoſed to rejoice in the good of others, 
4 and to feel an increaſe of ſatisfaction from 


”—_ | 


8 
IE: © 
* 
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ſeeing others around him ſharing the boun- SA. V, 
tles of God, and pleaſed with his gifts; and? 
inſtead of doing any thing to leſſen their in? | 
nocent enjoyment, is ready, according, to 
his ability, to augment it. Which puts me 
R „ 
à⁊d Inſtance, wherein chriſtian Content- 
ment expreſſes itſelf, in a diſpoſition. to do 
good to all around us, and in a gentleneſs of 
irit even to the injurious. We are by na- 
ture formed to delight in each other's hap- 
pineſs, and in promoting it; and the chriſ- 
tian is taught by the goſpel 70 Jove hit neigh- Matt, Aix; 
bour as himſelf. The chriſtian therefore who 19. 
is truly pleaſed with his ſtate, and perſuaded. py 
that God has dealt well with him, will wiſh 
well to all; will readily concur to remove —_— 
their ſorrows, ſupply their wants, and pro; 
mote their peace and welfare; and be never  _ 
ſo well pleaſed with ' himſelf, as when he is 
_ a" witneſs and a helper of their joy. But 
when.a man is ſaured with diſcontent, and 
 freting at any diſtreſſes or. pains with which 
the wiſdom of God has ſeen fit to try him, 
inſtead of readily concuring in thoſe friendly 
offices which may give relief or: pleaſure to 
others, he is ſecretly pleaſed to ſee them un- 
_ eaſy like himſelf, For this reaſon it bas 
been made a rule: by thoſe who know the 
world, that if you would ſucceed in aſking 
a kindneſs from any, you ſhould chuſe that 
ttime for it when they are in the moſt chear- , 


. 
= 


. 8 Wn 
* * 9 
- 


ing 

by the falſchood, ingratitude, and injuſtice 
of others, to preſerve a gentleneſs of ſpirit 
towards them, and a concern for their wel= 


; the celebrated Socrates; w 


Of the good Effects f 


? £ 1 f F.- ful humour, and beſt pleaſed with their con- 


dition. The human heart is then naturally 
moſt open to the calls of benevolence'; and 


8 whatever bis external condition be, this 


being the general temper of the contented 

| chriſtian, he will be always diſpoſed to 
acts of kindneſs, nen. and ginerous 
Lr | 

It further manifeſts the bigheſt degree of 

| this excellent temper, when: we are labour- 

ine under loſſes and afffictions, occaſioned 


fare. Yet this we ſhall be enabled to do, if 
we firmly believe and often conſider, that 
with whatever ill intentions they may act, 
the Providence of God will never permit 
them really to hurt us, while we truſt in 
bim and do good. This 


demned to death, to treat his falſe accuſers 
with gentleneſs, and manifeſt a concern for 
Go. te Anytus and Melitus, ſays he, may 

11 get me to be put to death, der they: cas. 
not hurt me. My death at this time is a 
te favout of the Gods And a greater than 
he, our divine maſter, conſidering the wiſe 


: direction and kind intention of God in all 


events, | amidſt the ſevereſt ſufferings,” not 
only acquieſced'in the appointment oi 


mou Father 2 we 1 aone, but when | 


.fxpiring 


v 5 T * 
> > * « 


. * A þ 


1 


vaſion enabled 
unjuſtly con- 


„ 
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iring on a croſs prayed for his murderers, Sz». V. 
coping Father forgive them, for they k now cr e 
not what they do. Whereas when finking Xii. 334. 
under lofles and afflictions we grow uneafie, 
and loſe the poſſeſſion of our ſelves,” we ſhall 
not behave with any temper to thoſe who 
occaſion us fo much evil, but ſtrive to make 
them as uneaſy and wretched, as we through 
their occaſion ate become. Our continuing 
therefore kind to all, and gentle and com- 
paſſionate to the injurious, is a ſolid proof 
that we are ſtill fatisfied from ourſelves, and | | 
with our condition, and intirely reſigned ts . 
the over- ruling direction * an De and 1 
infinitely good God. | 
3. Contentment, as it influence our be⸗ 
haviour towards others, manifeſts itſelf in a 
ſteddy rejection of all fraudulent, oppreſſive, wo 
or unrighteous methods of procuring the 
se 4 which others have, and which | 
at we want; or of diſengageing 
| dave: from circumſtances which we loox 
as evil, When the ſoldiers came ts 
a Baptiſt to know what they muſt do, ö 
e charges them to uſe violence to no man, Luke mm. 
neither accuſe any falſely, but to be content 14. 
. with their wages. Perſons. content with what 
they have, can never ſtoop to practiſe any 
baſe or unjuſt arts for acquiring what they 
eſteem much leſs valuable than a good con- 
ſcience, and an i W 


+ * w 


Of tbe good Ba. of 
- Whereas they who will be rich, who can- 


r not be content unleſs they have riches, Fall 


" into temptation, and a ſnare, and into many 
| fooliſh and burtful lufts, which drown men in 
. deftrutiion. Fer the love of money is the root 
of all evil. Having therefore, ſays the A- 
poſtle, food and raiment, let us be therewith 
content. The perſon then who is contented 
- Amidſt poverty, will never lye, nor rob, nor 
_ defraud to gain abundance, but will truſt to 


the Providence of God, and an honeſt. in- 


+ diveſt bimſelf of t 


duſtry for food and raiment, and be ſatisfied 
1 theſe, The perſon contented in obſcu- 
rity, and eaſy to want the ſhow of life, 
will never employ any diſhoneſt means to 
procure the pride. of life, but prefer a blame- 
leſs privacy. before a diſtinction, which, gain- 
ed in ſuch a way, would only render him 
more univerſally, deſpiſed, and remarkably 
infamous. The perſon ſatisfied with the or- 
naments of true goadneſs, and the honour 
of being approved by God, can ſee no ſuch 
temptation in the glare of wealth and equi- 
page, as ſhould, once prevail with him to 
the graces of goodneſs and 
integrity, which in the fight of God are of 
great price; and had pip. rather be always 
udobſerved, and unknown by the world, 
than ill known. Covetouſneſs and ambition, 
which make people very reſtleſs in them- 
ſelves, make them alio by their fraud ang 
1 875 very troubleſome to others. Con- 
2 . bean 
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tentment, as it preſerves in every ſtate the 877. Wd 
peace of a man's own mind, - preſerves alſo; _——- 
the peace of ſociety, and all its rights and 
intereſts ſecure from deceit or violence. 80 
benign is the influence which this virtue has 
on our behaviour towards n Let us 
now, 3 5 
view this b virtue as more im- 
| mediately affecting a man's ſelf, his own 
| temper, and private conduct, and thus com- 
pleat our idea of it. It will evidence itſelf 
by the following good fruits. 
1. By an habitual ſerenity and chearful- 
neſs, clear of all ſullenneſs and melancholy. 
Whatever his outward condition be, having 
| — Lord for his portion, it is the conſtant 
age of his heart, 1 will joy in the Lord, Pal. Lag: 
| _ vice in the God of my ſabvation. The 
lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places; I baue 
a goodly beritage ; and the Lord hath dealt 
hountifully with me. Is he poor, and obliged 
by conſtant labour to procure the neceſſary 
ſupports of life? He chearfully goes through 
Io dages of his ſation, and eats. his bread Eccleſ. ix. 
with joy, and drinks bis water with a merry Een | 
heart, knowing .. that the Lord accepts bis 8: oa. 
works ; and tbat whatſoever good 65 
— 


man does, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
aber ber be. be bond or free, rich or poor, 
That God in many cafes hath : choſen the poor 
of this world to be rich in faith, and heirs of James i. 
the * hingdam. He does not ſullenly * 

fs renn 


158 ns 
Sen. v. refuſe any of the innocent enjoy ments of life 
+ ao becauſe he has not all, but chearfully makes 
uſe of the little he bas; and the 
ſeantineſs of preſent enjoyments, by feaſting 
himſelf the more with the pleaſures of — 
mind, converſing with God, and with Jeſus, 
and looking forward the clones to the pro 
miſed immortality. - 
Is health denied s bim? He wil yet re- 
joice if his foul. proſpers, if the diſi 
ment of his heart from this world, and his 
vigour in purſuing the perfect blefſedneſs of 
eternity increaſe. He will enjoy the other 
 Bleflings of life with all the fpirit he can; 
though not with alf the fpirit that health 
oy. fupply to him. Is a valuable relation 
ot friend taken. from him? He does not a- 
Ado himſelf to grief, and: flight and orer- 
look all his remaming friends, and all the 
other bleflings of life; but firmly believing 
that God defigned their adrariage in this'fe- 
jon, he acquieſces in it, thanks God for 
various comforts he Has left him, and 
enjoys them; and, with pleaſing hope, looks 
forward to that world: where: friendſhips- are 
-- indiffoluble, and their joys eternal. Are his 
Ereumſtances in general, as to the world, af. 
etive? He not only continues to do his 
duty to God and to men, but does it with 
. pleaſure, which manifeſts his acquieſcence 
in what God has inted, and a thorough 
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kim the beſt bleſſings; while he continues Saz. V. 
with hit abilities and opportunities for the, — 
een f devotion and benevolence, for _ 
I his intereſt in the divine favour, 
for 5 g the pleaſures of a good conſci- 
enee, and of heavenly hopes, and laying up 
treaſures in heaven. 
The real language of ſullenneſs and de- 
jection of mind is this, „God has not dealt 
* well with me, my condition is not ordered 
< for the beſt; but this is directly contrary | 
to the faith and temper of a thankful and 
reſigned chriſtian. On the other hand, an 
babitual chearfulneſs is the natural effect of 
our * intirely ſatisfied with the allot» 
ments of God, and is a. perpetual acknow- 
nt of the wiſdom and goodneſs of all 
his «PR and an habjtual grakizuds 
0 END 
2. Moderation in our deſires and hee of 
external good: things, and in our endeavgurs = 
to procure them, is another fruit of chriſtian 
Contentment. Let your converſation. be wih, Heb. xiii. * 
out covetouſneſs; and — content with ſuch things rim. 4 
45 you baue Fer be bath ſuid, I will, never 8. 
leave thee, nor forſake tber. And having. food 
and naiments; Jet. us 50 therewith: content...;/ Is 
waz a juſt obſervation of an antient Philoſo» 
pher, 8 That if we live according to nature, 
te ſatisſied with what nature requires, we rr ef 
te. hall never be poor; if according to fancy 9 
| bens opinian, we can never be rich.” ' Imar 
9 gination . 


'S 
* — 
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$i. V. gination will ever enlarge and multiply our 


—— wants, and make us diſſatisfied. / 
gant hopes, eager deſires, and 


27· 


of the good Efefts of 


xtrava- 
merical 
Ich and 
we are 


projects of worldly grandeur, 
pleaſure, are clear arguments th 


not contented with our condition; and that 


depending ſo much for our happineſs on things 
, without us, which in their nature-are uncer- 
bein, we never ſhall be contented, 

He who is ſatisfied from. God and from 


himſelf, who derives his chief-joys from the 


improvement of his mind, from doing his 
duty, from the favour of God, and from 
hope in him, and from the glorious proſ- - 
pee. of heaven and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 

as not value enough for ſenſible and world- 
ty enjoyments to make him | delight- 
ed with viſionary ſchemes of worldly pomp 


and > 5h or to drive him on in the reſt- 


leſs . arſuit of theſe, with the neglect of the 
more important concerns of his ſoul 


and of eternity. He commends his mode- 


tate care and honeſt induſtry, for procuring 
e real coveniencies of life, to the divine 
Neſing, and with aſſurance leaves himſelf 

in the hands of God. If Providence 

him · theſe, he employs them with a * 
ful heart for the glory of the giver, and to 

the good of others; and if it withholds them, 


| Jokn vi. he 1 is eaſy, ſince he /abours not fo much for 


the" meat that periſberb, as for that which en- 
e to life eternal, of which W dan 


deprive 
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deprive him. While others therefore ſcarce gx. v. 


know any ſatisfactions, but what ariſe from 
 ſanguingghopes of worldly riches, greatneſs, 
and pleaMre ; or from ſucceſsful purſuits of 
theſe, and are continually tormented by in- 
ſatiable covetouſneſs, reſtleſs ambition, and 
' wantonly craving appetites ; his mind is free 
from all this tumult and diſquietude, his 
warmeſt deſires and largeſt hopes being en- 
gaged by more . valuable and certain goods, 

an all-ſufficient God, and an eternal heaven. 
He rejoices, Ty _ things of this world, as 1 Cor. vii. | 
if be rejoiced not, buys as if be poſſeſſed not, I _ _.. 
5 uſes the world beer . ng 8 N TD 
that the faſhion of it paſſeth away; but that Pl. xvi. 
he has a treaſure in heaven which faileth not, 

where is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for ever- 
more. In conſequence of this, 

3. He preſerves like moderation in his 

cares and fears about futurity, and in his 
averſion to external evils, The Apoſtle, 

where he teaches the Philippians Content- 

ment from his own example, preſcribes this 5 
rule, Be careful for nothing ; but in every Phil. iv. 
thing by prayer, and ſupplication, with thankſ- ©» 7. 
giving, let your requeſts be made known unto 

God. And the peace of God, which paſſeth 

all underſtanding, ſhall keep your hearts and 

minds through Jeſus Chriſt. The man who 

truſts in God, and whoſe principal fatisfac- 
tions ſpring from hence, from the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience,, and the Ry 


188 
4 Sun. v. 


theſe his main happineſs. 
| mel 


Mart. vi. 


* — 


* 


of the good Ef, * 
of a bleſſed immortality, knows, that while 
he is in this uncertain ſtate, he can be — 
into no circumſtances herein 2 * 
e is aſ- 


permit him 


too, that God will; never 


to fall into any afflictions, but what upon 


the whole ſhall prove beſt for him. He is 


therefore free from all uneaſy fears, and ac« 
cording to our bleſſed Maſter's advice, takes 


no thought, is not anxiouſly ſolicitous for the 


morrow. He knows — God, who pre- 


ſerves his life, and formed his body at firſt, 


85 


Jude ** falling. 


| Who cloaths the lilies, and feeds the fowls 
of the air, will much more take care of him. 
That therefore he has nothing to fear for the 


future but this, offending his heavenly Fa- 


5 ther, and forfeiting his paternal care; which 
he cannot do, without 


groſs careleſneſs and 
inexcuſable perverſeneſs, ſince God has pro- 
miſed, he Hail never be tempted above what 
be is able, and that be will keep bim from 


On the other band, the diſcontented per- 


ſon having never been ſofficient for his own 


happineſs, but having always expected it 
from things without him, of the vanity and 


uncertainty of which he has had a thouſand 


experiments in paſt time, he is conſequently 
full of anxiety for the future. He fears that 


what has hitherto broken his ſchemes of hap- 
pineſs will again break them, and even ut- 


terly them. Frome the frailty of his 
7 con- 


fret againſt the Lord, for denying us what 


* 
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- conſtitution, the inconſtancy of his friends, Ser, V 
or the injuſtice of others, may involve bim 
in ſickne want, and diſgrace, and force him 
to deſpait of being happy here, without his 
being able to hope any thing better from God, 
and from eternity. How reſtleſs, how 
wretched, muſt. the cares and fears of this : 
perſon make him! But how happy the 
chriſtian, whoſe bear? is fred, truſting in Plal. eri. 
God, and whoſe concern is ingaged by a : 
happineſs, which cannot be taken from him, 
by the ſatisfactions of virtue and piety in this 
life, and the everlaſting rewards aſſured to 
them in heaven ! 
Let this ſuffice for the 4 of this 
excellent diſpoſition ; and let us all be 
ſuaded ſeriouſly to try ourſelves by it, whe- 
ther we have learnt this important leſſon in 
whole, or in part; that we may ſupply our 
defects, and ſtrive to be maſters of this high 
attainment. Are we thankful to Gad in af- 
fliction, as well as in proſperity? Do we 
readily ſubmit, and intirely acquieſce-in what 
| he- appoints for us, though difagreeable to 
ſenſe and fancy; or do our fooliſh hearts 


- a 


others enjoy, becauſe he ſaw it not beſt for 
us? Do we, notwithſtanding afflictions and 
diſappointments from the world, go on 
chearfully to practiſe our duty, . de by 
the hope of pleaſing God, and being happy 
for ever; and thinking ourſelves fully bleſſed 
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160 Of the good Effetts of 
Sn. v. if we can N. herein? - Amidſt all the 
. -uncertainties and evils of life, and our igno- 
france of what a day may bring forth, do we, 
with a ſteddy truſty, leave ourſelves in the 
hand of God for all future time? Can we 
7 rejoice in the abundance and proſperity of 
others, though we may be in want and af- 
fliction ourſelves; or do we ſecretly envy 
/' then? Are we ſo well pleaſed with our con- 
dition, as to behave eaſily and obligingly to 
all about us; or does the diſappointment 
of our fond wiſhes make us peeviſh and in- 
jurious ; and are we put out of all te 
with thoſe, who have been the occaſions of 
any loſs or evil to us? Are we ſo much 
-Pained to want that which we ſee” ſome 
others poſſeſſing, that we ſtick not at uſing 
fraud or injuſtice to gain it; or do we de- 
ſpiſe the gain of unrighteouſneſs, and that 
reputation and influence, which need falſe- 
hood and baſe arts to ſupport them ? Is our 
general temper chearful ; or do we indulge to 
a ſullen and gloomy diſpoſition? Are our de- 
fires and purſuits of worldly good mode- 
Tate, and do we ſubject this world to the 
other, and make it our great concern to lay 
up treaſures in heaven? Are we of an unſet- 
tled mind, toſſed on the ſea of worldly 
cares and anxious fears for futurity; or is our 
heart and treaſure in heaven, above the reach 
of time and accident; and do we with plea- 
ſure leave the care of our few remaining 
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days t to the ſame kind Providence which Ss. V. 


has hitherto been concerned for u? _—w— 


* 


Perhaps, in ſome inſtances we have done 
well, but not in others. We may not have 
murmured againſt God, but we have been 
peeviſh and uneaſy to men, or too much de- 
jected in ourſelves. We may not have been 
faulty in covetous deſires, but we have 
yielded to anxious fears; or though we 
would not defraud the proſperous, we may 
have envied them. Let us endeavour, by a 
fair compariſon of our temper with our rule, 
to gain a knowledge of our real character, 
and then ſet ourſelves to mend what has been 
amiſs, and ſupply what has- been deficient; 
as we would have peace in our own boſoms, 
do honour to the Providence of God, and 
to the religion of Chriſt; be eſteemed and 


uſeful in life, and be qualified to be ned 


after death as his worthy diſciples, by the 
humble, reſigned, gentle, Poe. benevolent 
Redeemer. To- perſuade you to this, will 
be maj nen We * N e N | 
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Pulrrr. iv. 11. 


Bo 1 how harnet in where te Tm, 
5 " #herewith 2 be content... 
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of chriſtian Contentment, and 


which theſe principles, firmly 
believed: Na oſten conſidered, will have 
on our temper and conduct, hd method 
| leads me, 


III. To e the chief ts for 


Contentment, and the chief motives which 


auI NG exphined the nature 


ſhown the principles on which 
i is founded, and the effects 


ſhould determine us to cultivate it. The 


former, well conſidered, will form us to 
this temper, and improve us in it; the latter 


will excite us to make thoſe reaſons familiar 


* | 1 . 
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| wig Hom: Contentment. 


Let me Are your attention, to- the 


chief reaſons for Contentment, which, well 
conſidered, will, with: the divine: blefing,, 
forax us to this excellent temper, and. im- 
prove us im it. And belides the principles 


mentioned in the begining, by which this 


Jifpoſition,, is, in a part, formed and 
cheriſhed: in the human heart, — That our 
condition is appointed by a ſupremely good 
and unerringlywiſe: God, and with a view 
t our greateſt happineſs; That the moſt 
valuable ſatisfactions of life: ſpring; out of our 


own: good temper, and bd conduct, and _ 


not out of any circumſtances merely exter- 
nal And that we are probationers for eter- 


nity, and all the ſeparate intereſts of this 
ſhort liſe are therefore not deſerving any 


concern of ours, in | compariſon, of our 
everlaſting: ſtate; which not out outward 
condition, but our inward! temper and mo- 

rat conduct will determine. Beſides theſe 
great truths, on which we muſt: daily a 
ſeriouſly reflect, if we would: 


ftience and 
hem efftetual to _ e 


_ Hos}, 


is onr thoughts; that we may reap the ad. Sew. VIa 


— 


Al. 
even, reſigned, and chearful diſpoſition, let 
me — you frequently to meditate on 1 
the followings. and may the God- of: all pa- Rom. x5} 
confolation- bleſs them, and render 5- 


Reaſons and Metrves far 
1. One very good reaſon for Contentment 


— is this, that be our circumſtances, as to the 


world, ever ſo diſtreſſed, yet the bleſſings 
we enjoy are many more than we have de- 
ſerved, and the evils we labour under much 
fewer. That we were made in the image 
of God, and with capacities for a happineſs 


divine and eternal, and placed here on our 


trial for everlaſting felicity, this is a favour 
which no one could deſerve from his Creator, 
is itſelf of infinite value, and when ſet a- 
gainſt it, all the evils of this ſhort life are 
as nothing. Into what a grand and beauti- 
ful world hath the hand of God introduced 
us; and how many noble pleaſures may a 
rational and pious perſon, how poor ſoever, 
enjoy every day by contemplating the great- 
neſs, beauty, variety, and uſefulneſs of the 
works and creatures of God, and adoring 
and loving the great author of all good ? 
And are the pleaſures of wealth and luxury, 
which perhaps we regret; and for the want 
of them are diſcontented, pleaſures which 
too generally divert perſons from purſuing 
and enjoying mental ſatisfactions, are theſe 
to be compared with thoſe noble. delights, 
which a good God has placed within the 
reach of every one? Can any of us ſay, we 
have ſo well improved our reaſonable 
8 ers, and ſo piouſly attended to the diſcove- 
ties of the divine perfections around us as to 
= OY that God for our ſakes ſhould con- 
| 7 


_ » Chriffian Contentment. 


ſtantly exert infinite wiſdom and power in Sex, VI. 
preſerving the beauty and order of the world. 


and continuing our reaſon and life? 
We are formed for the pleaſures of bene- 
volence and friendſhip, we can wiſh well to, 
all, do good to many, rejoice in the bounty 
of God, which overflows the creation, de- 
ſerve the eſteem and friendſhip of others, 
and the approbation of our own minds, and 
know that we are approved of God, from 
the prevalency of a divine temper in our 
hearts; theſe pleaſures, which in their ſu- 
pream degree are the bappineſs of God, we 
may every day, in ſome degree, poſſeſs, and 
raiſe the reliſh of them by the charming 
proſpect of ſoon enjoying theſe ſatisfactions 
in.a much higher degree and for ever. We 
fooliſhly negle& theſe pleaſures for the ſake 
of meaner, which God in mercy denies, 
and our want of which prompts us to diſ- 
content; yet a merciful God continues op- 
tunities for theſe noble pleaſures with us, 
and the hopes of poſſeſſing them in perfec- 
tion and for ever in heaven; and ought not 
then our hearts to ſwell with gratitude, in- 
ead of pining with diſcontent? Is this a 
to be complained of, and a God to 


be Mcbhed by our diſcontent, as if he 
was defect in-goodneſs?  - | - 
That we fight enjoy in the beſt manner, 


while we are cod in ed here, the delights 
of knowledge, goodneſs and devotion, Cod 
«i865 M FX. | ſent 55 


| Reaſons and. Mori ves for 
v1. ſent his own Son from heaven to be our in- 


| SG ſtructor and example ; and that we might, 


_ oli Son, has not 'God in effect given us ul 


notwithanding our many fins and imper- 
FeRions, indulge the glor ĩous hope of com- 

pleat and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, he 

ed the Son of His love. 10 death, and raiſed 

him again from the dead. Did we deſerve 


this mcſtimable favour? In giving us his 


things neceſſary for our enjoying the beſt 
ſatisfactions of this hie, and for riſing to the 
eternal happineſs of another ? And ſhall we 
"overlook all this poodneſs, and murmur at 
the God of love, for denying: us a fexy mean 
| delights and advantages, which he ſaw would 
prejudicial to oor attaining the other? 
And to deſcend to the inferior bleſſings of 
life, the want of which uſually tempts men 
to difcontent. If yon have not abundance, 
have you not your daily bread; and would 
not the health and vigour uſually refiding 
with poverty, did you Join to them a ſuitable 
gratitude to God, give à teliſh and richneſs 
to your plain food, which the luxurious and 
forgetful of God, whom you are inclined 
to envy, can never know? Or ſuppoſe that 
you have not ſo much health as ſome athers, 
yet what a ſmall. proportion do your days 
and weeks of ſickneſs and pain bear to yout 
months and years of health and eaſe? Is 
not your ſiekneſs alſo lightened by the care 
| and alfectlon of friends, by the reliefs and 
2 a ccom- 


accommodations proper for ſuch a ſeaſon, Sek. VI. 
and by the opportunity and ability given 


* to make the ſickneſs of the body ſub- 
ſervient to the health of the ſoul; and your 
diſreliſh for the pleaſures of ſenſe a means of 


your enjoying more the pleaſures of heaven- 


ly hopes and contemphtions? If you have 
loſt one dear relation or friend, or received 


you not many valuable friends left, and do 
you not daily receive many kind offices 
from them? | 1 | 

And if from the mercies of God you turn 


ſider your forgetfulneſs of God, inſenſibility 
to his good neſs, and diſregard to immortality ; 
your negligence of the preat duties of life, 
and of doing good according to your talehts 
and abilities; your frequent intemperate uſe 
of the bounties of heaven, the worldlineſs of 
your temper and affections, your ſecret mur- 
murings againſt God, the coldneſs ef your 
gratitude to the Redeemer, and how poorly 
you reſetnble his virtues and diſcharge your 
duty, though he has ſet before your hope an 
immortality of bleſſedneſs — If you ſeriouſly 
conſider theſe, and your many other fins, by 
which you have deſerved to be deprived of 
all God's mereies, and - puniſhed with an 
_ everlaſting excluſion from heaven; and then 
think, how few and light your afflictions in 


compariſon with your faults; and that not- 
1 22 OL, with- 


M 4 


unkind treatment from another, yet have 


your view to your fins, and ſeriouſly con- 
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Rrafons and Ates; for 


Sus. I. . withſtanding your ill : deſert, God continues 
o you ſo many temporal bleſſings, and the 


means and hopes of being compleatly and 
for ever bleſſed —— Can you after this find 


it in your hearts to be diſcontented with 


What ſo good a God hath allotted - you? : 


0 ix. 
Geneſis 


Muſt not your murmurings be exchanged for 


thankſgivings, and your hearts - overflowing 


with gratitude, ſay, “ Verily he has puniſhed 
ce us leſs than our iniquittes deſerve. We are 


xxx3. 10. Jeſs than the leaſt of all bis mercies.. And 


Pal. ci. 


Il, 
8 2 0 


& as bigh as the heavens are above the earth, 


' ** ſo great is bis mercy towards them that fear 
4 — And like as a fatber pitieth bis cbil- 


et Aren, ſo the Lord pitietb us. When you 


are therefore inclined to diſcontent, turn 


your thoughts from your afflictions to your 


fins, and to the undeſerved favours of God; 


and you will become aſhamed of your com- 


plaints, contented and thankful. 


2. As another reaſon for Contentment, | 


conſider that God deſigned the preſent for 
a ſtate of trial, not of caſe and enjoyment; 
and that it is every way furniſhed ald or- 
dered as a ſtate of trial ſhould be; and this 
will cure a great deal of diſcontent. When 


perſons expect that from the preſent ſtate of 


things, which God never deſigned it ſhould 
yield them, it is no wonder that they are 
diſappointed, and being diſappointed, repine. 
It is evident that we are unſpeakably indebt- 


ed to the ede of God, for having made 


| the 


* 


* 
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put it into our power during this ſhort life 


to cultivate and approve thoſe virtues, and 
eſpecially that faith, reſignation, and entire 
devotedneſs to him, which will naturally 
prepare us for the divine enjoyments of 
another ſtate, and which his immenſe benig- 
nity will reward with compleat, unchange- 
able, and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. Let us 
now conſider, whether thoſe circumſtances 
for being placed wherein we are apt to be 
diſcontented, are not very proper occaſions 
and means for exerciſing and approving thoſe 
virtues; and ſhall any of us ſay that we 
would prefer, during a few years, a ſtate of 
indolence, fenſual indulgence, and untrou- 
bled proſperity, which ſhould exerciſe no 
virtues, and qualify us for no reward in the 

never-ending ſtate, before that mixed ſtate 
of things which the divine wiſdom' ſees to 
be the beſt ſchool. of virtue, and the beſt 
Nate of diſcipline and preparation for perfect 
and eternal felicity ? $a aft Point 
ls it poverty then which tempts you to 
murmur ? But is not this a proper trial of 
your truſt in the Proyidence of God for a 
ſupply, and of your reſignatio- to his wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs who appoints your lot? 
-Of your integrity, whom not pinching want 
can drive to fraud and injuſtice; and of your 
-benevolence, who can regard the abundance 
of others without envy? Are nat the incon- 
7 | yeniencies 


oy 


8+} 


os 
* 


| * grad; and learn to derive your ſatisfaction 


2 on; bouleacics and \ftraitiofs of 8 


ud "to teach you to derive your happineſs 


from God, and 1 yourſelves, — —— 
preparations immortal bl Sz 
£ — 23 ſo little to biaſs you to ſeek your 
happineſs in the world ? And if you culti- 
vate this temper, and exert theſe virtues, 
can you think that the reſent ſatisfactions 
hence ariſing, and the glorious and divine 
_ rewards which will crown you in the hea- 
venly world, will leave you any room to 
„ wiſh, that with the loſs of theſe virtues and 
., theſe rewards, you had paſt your time here 
in wealth and indulgence? | 
Do you- mean well and — 
2 and are your intentions miſr | 
ed and defeated, and is your kindneſs requi- 
ted with ingratitude ? Muſt you not'own 
this to be a proper trial of the ſtrength of 


benevolence, and a proper occaſion for 


| exerciſing and encreafing your truſt in the 
rewarding goodneſs of God, and your devo- 
tedneſs to his Will? And if amidſt ſuch 
treatment you imitate the patient and con- 

| Rant benevolence of the Son of God, are 
Rom. xii. nor overcome by evil, but overrome evil with 


more from the conſciouſneſs of well-doing, 
and the hopes of immortality; can you think 
that the higher ſenſe of the divine approba- 
tion you- will at preſent enjoy, and your 
ul ene to che * and 5 
ney 


. U . 


TER 


n 


that you have ſtood this trial ? 
Hach God after indulging you for a time 
wich valuable-telations and friends, removed 
them by death? Is not this a proper trial, 
whether, like Job, you will 'ble the Lord 
who takes away, — as the Lord who 
gives ? Is it not a fit occaſion for manifeſting 
to the world your firm (perſuaſion of his un- 
erring wiſdom and unchanging goodneſs? Is 
it not a method well — to take yen 
off from ſeeking your happineſs in any thing 
without you, — to determine you to ſeek 
it more in God, and a rational aſſurance f 
his favour, and in frequent meditations on 
that bliſsful ftate, to which your pious friends 
are gone before you? And can you allow 
yourſelf to be diſcontented, that God thus 
tties you as he did Job; when if you take 
the occaſion and approve yourſelves, you 
will be crowned with — more valuable 
marks of his approbation, * Job receives. 
in this life? 
Whenever therefore you are bed to 
e conſider Has Ray er an unqueſti- 
onable right to prove and exerciſe our ſub- 
miſſion and 2 before he rewards 
them ? Is he not infinitely good, if he will 
_ recompence the approved virtue and ſubmiß- 
on of a few days, with compleat and ever- 
laing bleicht; and would any as 
% 1 on 4 


| heb Ae Maſter in the ſtate of te- Sn. VI. 
tribution, will leave you any room to 3 


EE aa. - Reaſons and Moti ves for 
Sen. VI. ſon Wiſh to be excuſed from labours and 
= trials which will produce ſuch a reward? 
Are not thoſe particular circumſtances at 
which we are moſt uneaſy, the propereſt 
occaſions of exerciſing ſome virtue or other, 
and preparing ourſelves for a higher reward? 
TLhiak often thus with yourſelves ; and in- 
* ſtead of giving way to heart. eating diſcon- 
tent, you will, as St. James exhorts, count 


| James i, If all joy ven you fall into diverſe temptations 


2, 12. or trials; you 7 will chearfully ſet yourſelves 
cd exert the proper virtues, rejoice in having 
eexerted them, and thus encreaſed the ſtrength _ 
of your minds; and you will enjoy more ſo- 
lid ſatisfactions than an untroubled - ſtate 
could have given you, and prepare ow 
ſelves for a larger: reward | in eternity. 
N 99, 

3. The Morel of this ſeaſon of beer 
und affliction in compariſon of the everlaſt- 
ing duration of the ſtate of reſt and reward, 
and you will feel it to be fo ſtrong a reaſon 

for Contentment, as will eaſily ſuppreſs all 
riſings of the contrary temper. Were a ſtate 
of want and labour and affliction to continue 

: for ſome thouſands of years, though then in 
|» . reality there would be no proportion between 
=. it and an eternity of reſt and felicity and 
glory, yet the imagination would be over- 
come by fo long and dark a proſpect of la- 
bour, and danger, and ſorrow, to be paſſed * 


* n we w"_— arrive at full ſauiſ- 
| "gh = faction 


Cbriſtian Contentment. 1 wh : 
faction and bleſſedneſs ; and an intire refig- Sex. VI. 
nation and contentment would be a much 
more difficult attainment, _ But now, when 
they are but a few years at longeſt in which 
we muſt ſtruggle with difficulties, and feel 
the want of — felicity, we may be 
very well content, ſeeing our journey to be 
ſo hort, and our heavenly country, the a- 
bode of perfection and immutable felicity, 
ſo near. Brethren, ſays St. Paul, who, by 
conſiderations of this kind had learnt to be | 
content in every condition, the time is ſhort, Coi it 
let therefore they that weep be as though they 
uept not; and they that rejoice as though they. 
rejoiced not; and they that buy as though they. 
| Bofſeſſed not; for the en of thts n 
d eth away. 1 2 
The whole of life is but as a day. 9 
compared with the perpetual duration of tie 
reſt and bliſs of heaven; and who can be "= 
diſcontented, who by a day of labour and | 
reſolution may ſecure a 4. life of eaſe, 3 
abundance and joy? Beſides, it deſerves well! 
to be conſidered, that the ſeaſons of diffi- 
culty and affliction which provoke you to 
Fong gooey make but a ſhort part of this 
| For inſtance, ſuppoſe your conſtitu- | 
| = is ſickly, yet how ſmall. a proportion 
does the time wherein you, are TE by 
pain and fickneſs bear to the time where 
in you are capable of purſuing the buſineſs 
25 enjoying l the ae of life with ſpirit; 


and 


8 


— Mwvives for 


See. Vf. and how does it diſappear when we would 


—— ſet it againſt a ſtate of perpetual caſe, and 
I immortal health and vigour? A ſtate which 


| we may beſt prepare ourſelves to. 


Poſſeſe, and 
ſecure moſt abundantly, by bearing and im- 
e welt” one oF fenen amd 


Pain. 


andi follies of others ſhould thus interrupt 


of hot and rough ferviee, who was aſſured, 


per, while the pious and 
treſſed, reproached, perſeeuted; or at beſt 


Are you called to nde with A grati- 
tude; pecviſhneſs, ill- humour, and injuſtice; 
and prompted to think it hard, that the vices 


ne* Think, that eve amidit 


your ſclf-enjoyme 


this diſeipline, you” have learnt, in a good 


ſenſes 


degree, the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſ; 
Tait be called” eo your reward, and 

ettled in a ſtate where theſe: vices» will no 
more diſturb you; and your diſcontent wilk 
ceaſe; and you will with pleaſure practiſe 
virtues, which ſhalt: be fo ſoon and ſo glo- 
riouſſy recompenſed. What brave ſoldier 
would refuſe to maintain, for a week, a poſt 


chat if be behaved well, he Gould certainty 
er, and be rewarded. with riches and 


conqu 
preferment for life? 


Are you difturbed that the wicked ad 
upright” are diſ- 


go through life without riches or diſtinction ? 


. Think” how- ſoon © the ieted pull be cud 


down as the graſs, and wither © as the' green 
berb'; bile they ww "wait on thi Lord" ſhall 
8 | 


_  Chriftian Cintentment, 175 
flaursyh as the cedars of. Lebanon ; and he that Sek. VI. 
faithfully doth the Will of God, ſhall abide. fn 
ever; and you. will pity thoſe whom you 
before euvied, and, inſtead: of repining, bleſs 
the God, who will guide you bis counſel, pf leni. 
and receive you unto glory. 244. 

4. The which the Son of God 
boa given us of chearful ſubmiſſion, intire 
2 and, patient, yet active good · 
ne, is another ſtrong reaſon. for our culti · 
vating this temper; and if we frequently 
conſider it, we: ſhall learn Contentment from 
bim, as St. Paul did, Though he was the Heb. i. 
" brightneſs) of the Father's. 223 and the ex- * 
Preſs image of his 8, ſo great was 
bis; ſubmiſſion to his Father, and his love to | 
mankind, that he: readily 8 | 
Ged, and took” on him the form of a: ſervant 
and being found in faſhion as @ man, be bum 
bled himſelf, and became obedient- nts: dowd} dof 
even the death f the craſs. Though he was 2 Cor. vii. 
rich; yet, for our ſakes, be became poor, hat- 
we, through: his. poverty, might be made rich, 
Though be was heir of all things, be was Luke ii. 
born in a able, lodged in a manger, bred 75" | 
in the houſe, and on the proviſion of a car- 
penter, and ſubject to him. 
When. be came forth, into public life, and 
deſerved the greateſt encouragement, by 
teaching on and proving fully, the: moſt 
important truths, and working the moſt be- 
ae ares ea * er where 60 Mate . 


lay 20. 


' 


— 


176 ab . Mori ver ar: 


sgl. VI. Jay bis bead; was ſupported by the bounty 
N er ſome devout women, and even reduced 
„to work a miracle to pay a ſmall tribute, and 


3 . John 6 iv. to aſk of a Samaritan woman the charity of 


1 


a draught of water. Though he went about 
doing good, and his conſtant aim was the 
temporal welfare, and eternal ſalvation of 
men, he, without murmuring, ſubmitted 
to be reviled and perſecuted, by the perſons 
to whom he was offering the moſt valuable 
kindneſſes, and went on cheafully in well - 
doing. Deſerving as he was of the love of 
his heavenly Father, and always doing what 
Ini. li. Pleaſed him, he yet ſubmitted to be @ nan 
. ſorrots, and acquainted with grief; yea, 
6 to be forſaken by him, being left in the 
& xxvii, hands, and to the malice of his enemies, to 
| be ſpit on, ſcourged, crowned with thorns, - 
| and expire amidit inſults on a croſs ; yet ſtill 
Heb. xii, ſaid, Father, thy Will be done, For the joy 
2 tar was ſet before him, be endured the croſs, 
 deſpiſing the ſhame ; and was even ſtraitened, 
until, through all theſe hardſhips and ſuffer- 
ings he had accompliſhed his great deſign, 
|  exalting the glory of his Father's ups 
in the ſalvation of mankind. | 
Lou that are prone to be diſcontented, 
think what you- are, and what you deſerve, 
in compariſon of the Son of God; and what 
a a trifle you ſuffer, in compariſon of what 
he ſuffered; and be aſhamed that you could 


3 1 x. ever think it much, n the ſervant * 
WY lets 1 


Cbriſtian Contentment. 


be- bs bis Lord; and, like him, through Sex. VI. 
ſufferings, but much leſs heavy and painful FE 


than his, riſe to heaven and glory. Conſider 21. 
n as his diſciples, and ingaged by 

r profeſſion to follow his ſteps; and no- 
bly reſolve to learn of him, and to be like 
him; and, inſtead of murmuring, bleſs God 


that he hath called you to be' conformed to Rom. vii. 


the humiliation and ſufferings of his Son, 
in aſſurance of then reſembling him in his 
reſutrection and g glory: 'You Want perhaps 
the conveniencies of life, but can you ſay, 
that you deſerve them better, or "ſhould | 
have uſed them as well as the Son of 
God; who, when the foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air neſts, had not an houſe 
of his own, in which to reſt himſelf? Can 
you repine, that God calls you to practiſe 
like ſubmiſſion, reſignation, Nedfaſt 3 inte- 
grity, indifference to the world, delight in 
God, and in your duty, and like heavenli- 


neſs of temper with his own Son, when der. 5 
he promiſes, that as neatly as you reſemble 1. Luke all. 


him in theſe excellent aiſpolitions, ſo nearly 28. 
ſhall you reſemble him in the perfection of 
your bodies and minds, and in bleſſedneſs 
and glory for ever? Was not the only be- 
gotten of the Father too good to be | 
and can you conceit yourſelves too high in | 


moral worth to by JE: in 1 ae a ſta- 
tion? 


i You 1 BR OS Or 


ns 
SER. VI 
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Or does this excite diſcontented thoughts 


—— within you, that you are called to Pe, lite 
. in endeavours to do good to men, and: ſerve 


their everlaſting intereſts, amidſt - obſcurity 
and ill-treatment, and with but ſmall ſuc- 


_ cefs ? Look unto Jeſus,.-who, after baving 


taught, in the beſt manner, the nobleſt and 


moſt uſeful truths, and recommended them 


by miracles innumerable, and by a com- 


John xv. 


pleat example of all goodneſs Was not 


only. reproached and ill-treated in life, but, 
at his pen: o had the few voices of his 
friends and followers drowned in: the cla- 
mours of / multitudes, who. cried, Crucify 
bim, Crucify bim, and was even forſaken by 


his intimate friends. Think how ſmall your 
abilities, zeal, and goodneſs compared with 


his; wonder not if the world hate you, when 
it bated bim, nor be diſcouraged, although 
you cannot do all ds you wiſh- and 


endeavour. Difficulty, oppoſition, and ill 


ſucceſs may approve, and heighten. your 
devotedneſs to God, and to Chr iſt, and 
your love to mankind. Rejoice then that 


you ſerve, a God, who, having called you 


to reſemble his Son in the nobleſt d of 


his character, if you overcome like 
tion, will cauſe you to ſit down ai n 

on his throne, as he overcame, and is ſet 
down with his Father on his throne. | The 
language of diſcontent for want of a kind 
reception from the world i is, — this world 
8 | 7 . 7 2 4 T 1s 
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« 18: our home, and from it we 
«& * ha 

ge of the diſciples of a crueified Jeſus, 
Who Was not of the world, who came down 
from heaven to direct our hearts and our 


179 
expect our Sex. vl. 
Hut is this the genuine lan- — 


feet thither; and Who, if we are riſen with Col. n. 


Chrif fiteth at the right hand of God, will, 


when be who 1s our hfe appears, cauſe us to 


appear with him in glory ; and to befor ever 
with bim, in the poſſeſſion of a glory and 
felicity that can never fade away... -_ - 


There are other reaſons, the e 


of which is well fitted to form and cheriſh a 
contented diſpoſition, whatever our outward 
ſtate be, and theſe I ſhall offer to your 
thoughts in the next Diſcourſe. May a 
ſerious meditation on them, and the divine 
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* have Tearried in wharfoeuer Was an, 
s So therewith u de cuntent. 
ah SH Dis: coor ag dini: u dvoke: 

KOs N * to give afliſtance 3 
© ſtians in learning this divine art, 

a general view of it has been ex- 
| bibited; the principles on which it 

is founded, and the effects which it 2 

in our tempers, have been diſtinAly repre- 
ſented; and in * lat Diſcourſe we red 


on the 55 * 


111d General, Ak ated: ſome reaſons, 
by. the conſideration of which we might be 
convinced of the excellence and obligation 
of this temper, and through the divine bleſ- 
ſing formed to high degrees of it. Theſe 
reaſons are, in part, conſequences from the 
* SO © >” PR 


- 


cCbriiam Cuntentment. 
principles before proved, and, in part, found- 828. VII. 


ed on other truths. We explained and en- — 


forced the four following. — That however 
diſtreſſed our external circumſtances may be, 
yet the bleſſings we ſtill enjoy are many 
more, and greater than we have deſerved, 
and the corrections we ſuffer fewer and 
lighter. That a moſt wiſe and good God 
deſigned the preſent for a ſtate of trial, and 
not of caſe and ſelf indulgence; and has 
every way furniſhed and ordered it as a ſtate 
of trial ſhould be; and that the things at 
which we are moſt prone to be diſcontented, 
are eſſential parts of ſuch a ſtate. _—— That 
our time of labour and affliction is very 
ſhort when meaſured againſt the everlaſting 
duration of the ſtate, of reſt and reward. 
And that. the Son of God, who from his 
| original excellence of nature, and his perfect 
goodneſs, might have drawn the beſt pleas 
fr an exemption from afflictions and diſ- 
treſſes, yet chearfully ſubmited to give us 
an example of ſuffering affliction and of 
patience, and was perfectly reſigned and 
contented under PA ty bt diſtreſſes and 
ſufferings, than any which provoke. us to 
diſcontent, I would now deſire Joe im- 
partial attention to a 
Ith Reaſon for Contentment, viz. That 
a great part of the wants and evils, which 
tempt the generality to repine and murmur, 
are owing to ourſelves, and might be ſup - 


N 3 _ 


' 


_ Ras and. Mati ves for 


Ses. vn. olied or remedied by our acting better; and 


therefore inſtead of complaining of our con- 
dition, we ſhould mend ourſelves, and all 
would be well. Are not the pinching want 
and extreme diſtreſs which attend great 
numbers of our poor, evidently cauſed by 
lazineſs, drunkenneſs, and extravagance ? 
The flothful and the ſottiſn pine in want 


| 5 and diſcontent, while the frugal and induſ- 


trious are farniſhed with what is convenient, 
enjoy the good of their labours, aod'bleſs a 

bountiful God.. Are any then conſuming in 
penury and diſcontent,” let them become 
careful and temperate, and commend their 
honeſt diligence to the blefling of God, and 
their evils will in a great meaſure be re- 
moved, and their wants ſupplied. They 
will have the pleaſures 'of a good conſcience 


| to ſweeten and enrich what they have; and 


from the Providence of God, and the charity 
of others, be furniſhed with what they fil 
want, and cannot themſelves procure. 
fickneſs and pain tempt any to di 
r? Thiok how large a ſhare of theſe 
is to be imputed to intemperate indulgence, 
ſloth, and groſs imprudence; accuſtom your - 
ſelves to a ſteddy temperance, proper exer- 
Ciſe, and a regular diet, and what proceeded 
from the contrary cauſes will be removed 
you will enjoy a good meaſure of health and 
- chearfulneſs, and be enabled to bear with an 
ou lande, what is eee by the 
 frailty 


Chriftian Contentment. 


frailty of your make, and what is purely de- Sex. VIE, | 
ſigned by God; and may be turned by your 


ſe]ves for the health of your ſouls, and made 
a means of your being more diſengaged from 
the world, and enjoying more abundantly the 
pleaſures of devotion and of heavenly hopes. 
Is the unkind, angry, and perverſe beha- 
viour of others towards you, that which 
makes you reſtleſs and diſcontented ? Confi- 
der how much an irregularity in your own 
paſſions, and your faulty behaviour towards 
them, may have contributed to produce theſe 
diſagreable effects. Amend theſe and you 
will be likely to mend them. Your conti- 
nued gentleneſs and goodneſs of diſpoſition 
will overcome their evil. Or ſhould they 
continue perverſe, the conſciouſneſs of ** 
ſo well done your duty towards them, wi 
yield ſatisfactions, which will in a mea- 
ſure remove that uneaſineſs their behaviour 
now gives you. | A eben re 
Do you repine, becauſe, after all your care 
and induſtry, you want the ſhow and luxuries 
of life? Corre& your falſe notions of things, 
which make you imagine, that to be neceſ- 
ſary to your happineſs, which really has little 
influence upon it. Obſerve the numbers who 


are eaſy and contented without thoſe things 
for which *. pine; ſeek your Holt 
more in pleaſing God, doing your duty, 
and eſtabliſhing your title to the never- 
ending felicities of heaven, and the tor- 
. mes 
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. vn. ments cauſed by thoſe unreaſonable deſires, 
anxious cares, and diſappointed hopes will 


ceaſe; and you will find yourſelves much 
happier than you could have been made, by 


the fulleſt 2 of the pleaſures or the 
pride of life. 


The wants and lte of mankind are 
by the ſplenetic and irreligious magnified in- 
to an unſurmountable objection againſt the 
goodneſs. of God, and an unremovable rea- 
ſon for diſcontent. But were we ſo juſt to 


God, and ſo wiſe for ourſelves, as to take 


away from this mountain all thoſe evils, 
which our own bad temper and ill conduct 
create, the remainder would appear to be 
no more than were proper for a ſtate of 


trial and diſcipline, no more than we might 


bear with chearfulneſs and reſignation now, 
and make ſubſeryient to our greater preſent 


improvement, and our more exalted felicity 


for ever. 


6. Another very good reaſon for our be- 
ing contented, with what is allotted us by 


the moſt wiſe and good Providence of God, 


is our manifeſt ignorance, whether that which | 
we are uneaſy to want would be really good 


for us, and that which we complain of be 


not beſt; and the aſſurance IN we have 
from the word of God, that if we ſincerely 
love God and do what he commands us, all 
ſhall mak for our good. An heathen Poet? 

FE ba 


eren. . 1 % 


Chr ifnan Chen 


has written an excellent poem to prove, Sen. a 
« That many have been undone by their 


* own wiſhes. . That beauty, riches, pow- 
« er, ſtrength, eloquence, and the like va- 
te lued and envied diſtinctions, have proved 
ee in numberleſs caſes fatal to the poſſeſſor. 
And he concludes his obſervations with this 
ſalutary counſel. Leave it to the divine 
2 wiſdom to determine what is good for 
« you. Man is dearer to the gods than to 
« himſelf; for they, in the room of what 
« we fondly deſire, will give what is moſt 
« convenient. We, puſhed on by blind paſ- 
e ſions, deſire a wife and offspring, but they 
* alone know, whether they would prove 
« bleflings ; when you pray then, pray for 
a ſound mind in a ſound body; for a mind 
gt ſuperior to anger, luſt, ſenſuality, ambi- 
t tion, and the fear of death. Pray and la- 
« bour for this which is certainly good, and 
«© you may certainly poſſeſs it.” : 
You are perhaps uneaſy, becauſe notwith- 
ſtanding your ſtricteſt temperance and regu- 
larity, you cannot acquire a vigorous ſtate of 
health. But are you ſure that if you poſſeſt 
it, you ſhould have been ſo deeply ſenfible of 
your dependence upon God, ſo fearful of of- 
i ach him, ſo tender and compaſſionate to- 
wards others, ſo diſengaged from the world, 
and ſo fixed on immortality, as you now are, 
or may eaſily become? Might not uninter- 
gates health haye betrayed you into a. for- 
5 F getfulneſs 
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getfulneſs of God, inſolence, ſenſuality, and 


a diſregard to the pleaſures of the mind, and 


the intereſts of eternity; and was it worth 
having upon ſuch terme? 

Or are you diſcontented, that aſter long 
exerting a prudent care and an honeſt indu 


try, you are not rich? Obſerve the numbers 


bo behaved well in ſtrait and low circum- 
| ſtances, whom an affluence of the world hath 


corrupted, and made proud, . ſenſual, intem- 
perate, ãnd of conſequence diſcaſed, a bur- 


then to themſelves, a plague to others, and 


univerſally deſpiſed. Might not wealth have 


bad the ſame ill effects upon you? And if you 


are diſcontented to want it, is not this a plain 7 


_ that you loved it too well, and would 
ave been likely to abuſe it? Should you not 


then inſtead of murmuring, bleſs a wiſe and 


good God, wha would not indulge you to 
your ruin? Think alſo, that ſuppoſing riches 
might not have proved a ſnare to you, yet they 
might to your children, How common is it 


flior e. perſons, who know themſelves to 


1 abandon themſelves to an idle, uſeleſs, and 


be amply provided for as to fortune, to ne- 
glect all 4 worth and improvement, and 


debauched life. Thus, according to the ob- 


Recleſ v. 


ſervation of Solomon, who had a mortifying 


inſtance of it in his ſon Rehoboam, Riches 


are laid up for perſons to their hurt. 


- Or is this your ground of complaint, that 
you. are Wan in ſettlement or acqui- 
ſition, 


whole be 
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ſition, upon which your heart was ſet; and Sza. VII. 
it has been gained by another whom you 


think leſs deſerving? Conſider this deſired 
ſituation might have many real diſadvantages, 
though concealed from you; or that you 
might have found yourſelves after a trial, not 

ſo well qualified to improve and enjoy it as 
you fancied; and that your proper concern 
is to behave well in the ſitüstion wherein 
you are; and then it will be the care of a 
wiſe and good God to place you, where you 
may beſt advance the improvement of your 
minds in true goodneſs now, and thus be- 5 
come moſt happy for ever. 
Were it only that we are ignorant whe | 
ther what we — deſire would upon the 
for us, and whether what 
we ain of. be not really beneficial, this 
muſt be allowed a ſufficient reaſon againſt 
diſcontent, which might be quarreling with 
benefits, or impatiently wiſhing for evils. 
But when we add to this, that an infallibly 
_ wiſe and unchangeably good God directs all 
the events of the world, ſo that nat a ſparrow 
Fall to the without bim, and even the © 
hairs of our. bead are all numbered by him; 
who hath promiſed, that all things ſhall work 
together for good to them A God; and 
that if we ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and bis 
righteouſneſs, be will add 0 the real bleſſings of 
life to us; in this caſe to indulge to diſcon- 


| ts is abſurdly' to ſet up our own confeſſed 
| Ignorance 
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sss, VII. ignorance in oppoſition to, unerring know- 


* 


\ | ledge, and all-comprehenſive wiſdom. It is 


ungratefully to refuſe what he, whoſe un- 
derſtanding is infinite, deſigns for our good; 


and to prefer what we do not know but it 


| 1 effecting our greateſt good, and orders 


may turn out the greateſt evil to us, be- 
fore what he knows to be the direct means 


with this intention. ka therefore, according 


to the obſervation of the wiſe man, with re- 


bert . gard to things external, no man knoweth what 


is good for man in this liſe, every one ought 
9 to leave himſelf to the all-wiſe 


and all-gracious Providence of God. And 
none ſhould murmur, becauſe God who cer- 


tainly knows that of which we are ignorant, 
will if we be grateful, ſubmiſſive, and obe- 


dient, direct and appoint for us what he ſecs 


to be beſt. This puts me in mind of an- 


other reaſon for Contentment, that - 


7. The external advantages of which we 


_— want, are no certain marks of God's 


peculiar favour; nor are the croſs events which 
make us uneafie, tokens of his diſpleaſure 3 
we may therefore reaſonably be ſatisfied in a 
ſtrait and afflicted condition. No man ought 


to be contented under the diſpleaſure of God; 


nor to be eaſy while he is deſtitute of the real 
marks of his favour. And were ſenſual good 


and worldly proſpecity certain ſigns of the love 


of God to us, we ought not to be ſatisfied 
without ra But the contrary to this is ra- 


ther 


_ Chriſtian ee 189 
8 8 truth. (nr pegs the Lone bene Sen, VII. 
th if we are wit 
* be dealeth — us as baſtards, not 6 . — * 
as And our Lord pronounces it to be. 
very bard for the rich to . Luke - 
of. beaven;. And with theſe. declarations f 
the Apoſtle; and of Chriſt agree the circum- 
ſtances of our Lord, and of his Ahe, and 
of the beſt men in all age. 
None was ever ſo dear to God - as bis Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, yet ſcarce any worſe accomada- 
ted; as to the world, or worſe treated by thoſe 
amongſt Wwhom he lived. His Apoſtles 
through. many tribulations entered into -the 
1 And tbey of whom the: 4vorld Heb. xi. 
was not wortly, wandered about in ſbeep- 37. 
Lins and geat-ſeins, were deftitute, a ied, 
tormented. . Were forced to take refuge in 
049) enptie the eas and uſed as not 
worthy. to live it. The truth is, 10 x... 
man — ahe doe on batred of God, 1. gs 
merely y any. thing before: him, that is; by 
his outward condition. It is from his tem- 
5 and behaviour in it, that he muſt learn 
intereſt in the love of God. It belongs 
to God our Sovereign to appoint us the con- 
dition which he beſt ; and our great 
concern is to act well the part which he al- 
lots us, Whether it be uſing aright proſpe- 
rity, . or bearing and i improving my E 
tion. 
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IT vit. As we ate related to eternity, 10 fear God 


Eecleſ. i. 


13. 


lully hindrances to the cultivating 


and of Jeſus, in the per 
goodneſs, and in the fociety and friendſhip 


' their happineſs in gratifying their ſenſes and 
animal paſſions, neglecting all moral im- 


| . heavenly felicity ;- no conſiderate perſon can 


and keep his commandments is the whole of nan, 


fande God will bring every work into judgment. 
This is our great work and Higheſt intereſt, 
d fix a character of piety and 
thus to form that temper w 


dnefs, and 
Will 
love 6f God 
practice of all 


us to be happy in the ſu 


of angels, reſiding with them in the court 


of heaven. And as from the declarations 
of our Saviour, from the reaſon of tho thing, 


and experience of many ages, it is certain, 
that worldly wealth and eaſe ure too gene- 
this tem- 
per and character, and incline men to ſeek 


provement, the favour of God, and the bleſ- 


ſedneſs of heaven. And on che other hand. 
leſs abundant circumſtances, - and a mixture 


of afflictions, "ſoften the mind to religious 


impreſſions, and naturally diſpoſe perſons to 


derive their happineſs from a good hope of 
the divine approbation, from the ſatisfaction 
of a good conſcience, and a clear title to the 


ſee reaſon to be diſcontented, if God hath 
appointed him that ſituation, Which is evi⸗ 
dently moſt favourable to his everlaſting per 
n and bleſſedneſs. 

n 


 Ovition Contentment, | 191 
It is granted, that ſhould the Providence 828, vn. 


| of Aer moderate application to buſi- — 


nels, and an honeſt induſtry, with wealth and 
roſperity, we are to rejoice in theſe as the 


heaven; 10 be rich in good works, 1 Tim. vi. 

wa 10 diſtribuie, willing to communicate, 

laying up treaſures in heaven; where we ſhall 

receive a reward in dignity and value propor- 

tioned to the greatneſs of our improvements, 

and the difficulty of managing ſuch talents Luke xix. 

woll. But if the wiſdom of God appoint us * | 

a condition, like that in which he placed his 

well- beloved Son, it is plain we have no reaſon 

9 nk Tearing. — leſs fa- 

voured of God, We ſhould- rather rejoice, 

that by following his ſteps, and behaving like 

him, with refignation, — benevolence, 

and in , and chearfully purſuing the 

crown o e nd immortality, we may ren 

der ourſelves alſo the beloved children of 

God, heirs, and joint beirs with Fefus Chrift, Rom. vii. 

Ern incorruptible fr min, « I 
not re or us in 

heaven, To add 1 5-95 ” 

8. Conſider the many real inconveniencies 

which attend thoſe whom you are apt to 

envy, and thoſe ſtations of life for not being 

placed in which you are diſcontented, and 

you will ſee great reaſon to be. contented with 

ſuch things as you baue. The fleep of 4 la- gecleſ. v. | 

bouring man, (aid a wiſe King, rs ſweet, whe- 12. 

ther he eat litile or much; but the abundance 


* =» . - ; . of 
& * * 
* —— x 
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192 Reaſons and Mori ver fo: 
Sex. vlt. "__ eb will not ſuffer him 1 2 _ 
ue neiiber poverty nor riches, d the wie 
| — 1 and pious Ager, bus fed My rein | 
mien for me; e er ee 
23nd ſay, who's the Lord? Orleaft I be pour 
and ſſeal, and tate the name of my God in vain, 
That is, leaſt I commit injuſtice, and endes 
NERO it by perjur x. 
The condition even of Kings will appear 
to have little in it to tempt a wiſe man to 
envy them, who conſidered the weighty and 
1 cares of government, the violent 
and unbounded paſſions excited by royalty, 
Which expoſe them to'ſorrows' violent as the 
Ms wh inited ; the incumbranee of 
1 renders them for a great part 
1 2 kind of ſplendid ſlaves to ce- 
remony, and priſoners of ſtate; the fewnels 
of their known and real friends; the number 
of their flatterers, and the greater number of 
thoſe who envy or hate them; the variety 
and greatneſs of their temptations, the large- 
neſs: of their aceount, and the few they find 
who will venture to caution them againſt the 
one, or put them in mind of the other. Add 
to theſe, their being deprived of the pleaſures 
of a mind calm and undiſtracted, ever diſ- 
d to reliſh' natural and reaſonable de- 
\ wy _ to en — the ſatisfactions of friend · 
improved. an e 


wr — en — they are increaſed that 


* 
8 


| nee v. v. 


| 11. them, ad ded to the owner 
 Joving 


faving the tebolding it with, . The 828. vn. 
larger the for tune of any, the greater the. at 
_ .and ſolicitude neceſſar y to ;preferve 
and manage. it well, the more their wants 
real or imaginary, and the more the depen- 
dencies and expectations of othets . from 
them. If you obſerve the world with judg - 
ment, you will generally find more health, 
chearfulneſs; . ſelf· enjoyment, and a highet 
reliſh, of natural and rational pleaſures, A» 
mong, perſons. of moderate fortunes; than 
among/the.rich, and great; and more com- 
plaints, wearineſs of themſelves, and ſatiety 
of life, where. upon the firſt view; you would 
expect nothing but continual, gayety, and 
pleaſures; ever, new and. ſatisfying. For in 
ſhort;. true ſatisfaction depends more upon 
the temper of our minds, than the colout of 
our ſtate, and the affluence of our fortunes; 
He who doth not goverh his deſires, and 
who cannot be contented with a little, will 

not find Contentment in a great deal; but 

will feel his wants and his defires inlarging 
as faſt, or faſter than his poſſeſſions. Do 

not therefore ſuffer yourſelves to be impoſed 

upon by the glare of 4 perſan's outward con- 

dition. - Happineſs is not a ſhowy thing, nor 

does it reſide without a man, but within his 
own boſom. Conſider the real advanta 
of your own ſituation, and improve theſe; * 
and obſerve narrowly the uneaſineſſes and 
complaints: of thoſe, whom you are. often. 

Vor. I. 0 tempted 


414 vit. 3 and it will oy 
= JR become contented and thankfal, 
Other teaſons for Contentment might be 
mebtzoos, but theſe, if well conſidered and 
dipeſted; will be found ſufficient, with the 
divine bleſſing, ts form and eſtabliſh this 
temper. Let us therefore earneſtly bog the 

God of peace to bleſs us in * endeavoufb, 

dy frequently fecollecting theſe reaſons to 

ä Wend in — — diſpoſſtion, which 
not only does the higheſt honour to the moſt 

wiſe and good Providence of God, but has 

the moſt immediate and favourable influenct 

on our tppineſs here and hereafter, * This 

will abundantly appedt, when we have cn. 

ſidered the motives is Tultivate- it, which 
will be Repreſented 1 in the next Diſcourſe. | 
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7 I bebe larnd In "whatſacorr Ja 7 am, . * 
N 1 ereus Jo be content. 


4 1 
lt! 30 f l RE £ * 


AVING in the pig Dif. 88. VIII. 
courſes given you a general view —— 
of this 5 and Happy diſpo- 1 
fition, mowꝛn the ptinciples on | J 
Which it is founded, and the 
der inſtances in Which it manifeſts itſelf; 
and mentioned various reafons,' the ae 
conſideration of which is of great efficacy to | 
dhce it, our method leads us to Ra „ 
* Was biegen en the ſeevnd” part - of 


Wi 2 AI 


5141 


ine Oeger. iz. to propounti to your N : 

thoughts ſuch jmotives; as ſhodld determine 

A daily and attentive Confideration In 55 
O 2 | e 


= 
* . * - 


hes in ebene dename 
Cr prevailitg-difpoſition: -@rnizivg various other. 


' what is moſt aug te to. ET 


. Reaſons and Moti ves for | 
„to make it our. 


wo tives, jet me deſire you ſeriouſly to weigh 
the following, drawn from. the excellent na- 
ture and happy fruits of Contentment, and 
the evil nature and miſchievous ae of 
Diſcoſtent. * by: 

1. The excellent nature and ha ppy effekte 
of Contentment ſhould ſtrongly —— 
it to ug, and determine us with uy care 
and attention to cultivate it. 
I. The motal excellence of this diſpoſition 
' ſhould ingage us to cheriſh it. It is one of 
the nobleſt attainments in the chriſtian tem- 
per, and therefore worthy of all our care to 
learn it. This acquieſeegcę in all that God 
appoints, manifeſts the moſt hqyo ourable ap- 
be crys and firm belief of the boundlif 


- wiſdom, power, and h of .a- govera- 
ly, to 


ing God, It is heart Wes in 


poſition to all. the N nſs; leite 
and paſſion,, whatever. b + 7 
from a. ſuperior, regard. to 8 rec 


beſt. It is an habitual .pract - 
leds gment of the e e 7 9 
py of all God's penſations,, even. where to 


| ſenſe, fancy, and perhaps to. our ſhort-bght- | 
ed 1 they may appear unaccountable, 


11 is like the angels to derive. our happineſs, 
not from the gratifications” ff ſenſe, jor. Sig 
DNL 8 imagination, 0 4 from Jo Ve, | 


Sts | 8.0 ; , "Hope, 


cirion Cement ment. | 197 
pe, and ſubmiſſion to God, and a rational sz. VII. 
trance of his favour; from the Jatiefac- — 
tions of doing good, from the improvement 3 
of our minds in every amiable quality, and 
our preparation for the friendſhips, employ- 
ments, and pleaſures « of heaven. And when 
like St. Paul we have made a great profi- 
eience in it, it is doing the Will of God on 
earth,” as it is done in heaven. © 
Io ſerve God chearfully and faithfully no 
longer, than while he indulges us in the 
leaſure and grandeur of life, was in the 
judgement of Satan with relation to Job, a Job i. 
kind of mercenary religion. But even this* 
grand accuſer can find nothing to cenſure in 
our piety, when like our blefſed Lord, we 
perſevere zealouſſy to do the Will of God, 
_ amidſt want, ill treatment and ſufferings, 
and under the heavieſt afflictions with our 
hearts ſay, Father, thy Will be done. Let us 
therefore diligently cultivate this excellent 
diſpoſition, and endeavour every day to learn 
more of it. For though we ſhould never 
learn it in perfection while here, yet we 
may become continual proficients in it, and 
thus every day grow more like to our bleſſed = 
Maſter, more dear to God, more happy in 
ourſelves, and more meet for the bleſſedneſs 
of heaven. Fr 
2. This temper commends ok Seclizrly , _— 
the divine approbation, and to the favourable 
9 his r and bn N 
| O 3 


5 Sea vn his bonnty. God defights in every diſpoſition 


N 
4 
* io 
7 


258 them wholow bim; who preſerve, oven-amidft 


| Reaſon and Matives for 


= according ta its moral excellence; and from 
the laſt head you may learn, how. great, his 
i Pet. ii. delight id this. moſt excellent one. The er. 


„ ama of a mel and quiet ſpirit is, lays St. 


: _—_ in-the fight of God of great price. * 
the approbation of the alwiſe, almighty, and 
ſupreamiy good governor of the univerſe, is 
not a barren and ineffective, approbation, but 
includes in it every real good. God will 
Rog. vid, make all: things 40 — — goad to 


afflictions, a ſuperior affeftion to him, and 
; on that gecount love and welcome whatever 
Pf. xxxvii. he mall appoint. Delight thyſelf in the Lord, 
+ _ fays the Pfalmiſt, with a particular regard 
to the pious perſon's ſituation, amidſt adver - 
ſity of his own, and in ſight of proſperous 
wickedneſs, and he ſhall give thee 5 defires 
of thine beart. Commit thy way 2 Lord; 
truſt alſo iu him, and be ſhall bring it ta paſe. 
He ſball bring forth * oufneſs as the 
hagbt,. and thy judgment as — — When 
we have corrected the — of our 
deſires, and brought ourſelves to chuſe what 
God wille, he will then give us the defires of 
our hearts, that which upon the whole it is 
beſt: for us to receive. --.- 
"Obſerve the Contentment and Wodan re- 
| Ggnation of Jacob, when. God appeared to 


Geneſis him, in his. way to Padan-aram. . Ga 


ee me, ado. me in in the way that d 


Ty 


— 
and will giue me: bread-to ent, and 7, * 
F 2 
| Father's bouſe in peace, then ſtall the Len ts 
my Gad. And with what protection 
and favour, what riches and proſperity, did 
God reward him. With this temper we are 
beſt qualified to make a good uſe: of abun- 
dance; and God will grant it, if upon the 
whole it eee, and conſiſtent with 
our e ement in virtue and 
da our © highef happineſs in ra 
Or ſhould our heavenly Father, for the 
heightening our faith, and piety, and refig- 
nation, continue us in lefs abun abundant circum- 
ſtances, in which we behave ſo well; he 
will chen grant us ſuch a clear aſſurance af 
His favour, and we ſhall have ſo many ſen- 
ſible proofs of his kind interpoſition for; our 
ſupply, and our real welfare, as will give us 
much more exalted ſatisfactions, than hs 
moſt: abundant circumſtances. Without this 
ſenſe of the love of God can yield; and | 
taving nothing we ſhall in effect poſſeſs all 2 Cor. vi. 

- things. Of this we ſhall en 
vinced, if further we conſider 8 4 


of this excellent diſpe and the — 
ficial _— which it 18 ited! —_— 


by ney man a who dll LEY 
ment. N e . 4 


. l 1 
0 n 4 


* Se Vu. „Kon our exetbiſe of this 
bem mediatcly:noble — t is — . 


| tion of t th 
faction when we reflect that ſo 


vf gratitude, love, reſignation to God, and 
ſteddy truſt in him; — and good- 
neſs towards others, and a continual regard 
to immortality, and lively hopes of the 
bleſſedneſs commenſurate with it. All theſe 
 aQts of the mind, being converſant about the 
greateſt-and beſt objects, naturally give tho 
SS _—_— while they are exerted ; 
ent alſo the ſtrength and perfec- 
e mind, give a moſt. pleaſing ſatiſ- 
a tem- 
per prevails, and makes us accepted of God; 
and they quabfy us with increaſing joy to 
look forward to immortality, as by doing 
and [ſuffering the Will of God here * are 

prepared and intitled to poſſeſs it. 
20 The pleaſures which ariſe 3 fund 
_ Proſperity, generally corrupt and weaken the 
” human mind; at beſt add nothing to its moral 
_ Improvement, afford us no reaſon to conclude 
© ourleh approved by God, and no way pre- 
| pare us for the heavenly bleſſedneſs. Whereas 
the chriſtian who in every ſtate derives his 


| zſatiofaBtions from: God 20d from bimſelf, 


| +bath not only joys of his own, which are 
ent of the world, but by every ſatiſ- 


# iodepend 
| * * faction he feels, increaſes the ſtreygth of his 


* 


Wia and inlarges its capacity fot the moſt 
gp renders bionſelf dearer to 
e * or himſelf, and. more 
- {Es | : meet 


Gelen Clatentewints. 
meet for the proper 


W 

Agein; — of — 1 
we enjoyment of the various external good 
things in our poſſeſſion, and . the 


eſſure of every ſenſible evil. Gratitude to 
od, and an intire acquieſcence in what is 
allotted us by him, double the pleaſure of 


happineſs of a ba ITY — 
and . in ane ener — 


every enſoyment. The boſom of the con- 


tented chriſtian is free from whatever would 
_ embitter it, and ſupplies additional ſweets; 
It is evident that health, children, friends, 
reputation, or the conveniencies of life, muſt 
yield joys of a higher reliſh to him, who 
thankfully owns the goodneſs of God in grant- 
ing them, regards them as inſtances of his 
loving kindneſs, given becauſe upon the 
whole beſt for him, and as earneſts of the 
more noble and conſummate bleſſings of im- 
mortality; than he can receive from them, 


vrho aſcribes them to a blind courſe of na- 


ture, and muſt therefore be without any 
ſenſe of the divine goodneſs to mingle with 
them, and has no aſſurance of their con- 
tinuance, and no expectation of better things 
hereafter.” And then this eaſy reſigned tem- 
per cauſes evils to be ſcarcely felt by us; 
for diſpoſing us to regard his as under the 
direction of God, intended for our greateſt 
good, and certainly terminating in it, th 
will give us no more uneaſineſs, than a diſ- 
ali | ; agreable. 


*.# 


a. 


de VII. agrrable 
| — do knew it would 


medicine would to a wiſe man; 
inly reſtore His 
health; or than a few days travel through 


bad roads, and bad weather, would give to 


1 who knew that it would bring him to 
agreable and abundint — for 


5 life. The main hurt adverſity can do us, is 


4 


to render us diſcontented ; and when this 4s 
prevented, the remaining pain may be chear. 
folly borne by a perſon. animated with a 
| anſe of the divine complacency, —— 
near view of a bleſſed a Hf 

Further; Contentment — conditics 


5 afliſts us in removing whatever is really pre- 


. 


* 


the whole man in the beſt poſture vigorouſly 


judicial or inconvenient in it. The cal 
which is the reſult of this diſpoſition, pre- 
ſerves our Reaſon clear and v 


igorous, — 
©. fed to diſcern, the beſt meaſures for freeing 


- ourſelves from evil, or procuring good; and 


to uſe them. Inſtead of lying down under 


the burden, and indulging to fretfulneſs and 


gloomineſs, which mend nothing ; the con- 


tented chriſtian ſets himſelf to amend what 


can be amended, and then more eaſily bears 


what cannot be altered. And he is not a- 


lone in his endeavours to better his con- 


dition. It was proved juſt now, that God 


is peculiarly diſpoſed to favour and aſſiſt 


him. And the ſweetneſs and gentleneſs of 


his temper, together with his unſhaken 


yo * incline 4 who * 


.* # 


* 
r 
kim to j ir es, to res SV. 
lieve, or nals bind — Whereas the rs Gee | 
who abandons himſelf to peeviſh Diſcantent, ' 
alth he 8 the help of others maſt. 
can leaſt expect it; diſobliging them by his 
ill- humour — * lneſs, and rendering 
himſelf contemptible by ys 
der thoſe troubles, which a manl 14 
would bear and ſurmount. Fa 

Again; nothing is more ornamen to our 
chri ſtian profeſſion, and more recomend» - 
ing of it to others, than this excellent diſpo - 
fition. * A good man ſtruggling with miſe 
<« fortunes, and riſing above them, is, ſaid e 
« a heathen Philoſopher, a ſpectacle worthy 
* the attention of God:“ and he certain 
commands the veneration of men. To be 
| ul to God, and pleaſed with what he ; 
nſes, while every thing around us is a 
e to ſenſe. and imagination, is no diſ- 
8 ut to ſmile where 

others would rage, to be thankful wen 

others quarrel with heaven, and to enjoy + 
ourſelves in circumſtances wherein others can 
hardly endure life; this manifeſts a noble 
ſtrength. of mind, a firm faith in God and 
in immortality, and the divine excellence of 


that religion, by the precepts, examples, and 
base of which we are raiſed to this 


N and inabled to overcome the . 
R ea 


r | 


er «x — Mori vet r for 
aa. vn * world; and will diſpoſe thoſe "who vile 


defire to be happy Yo 52 of Chriſt. © 
* 4 *. . Pinally e 25 our conditidii 
| here 1 is the : beſt preparation for enjoying the 
pe reſt and bleſſedneſs of heaven, and a 
Phil. iv. Wretaſte and aſſurance of it. If the peace of 
7- God which paſſeth all underſtanding, does now 
Le our hearts and minds through TFeſus Chriſt, 
p we are attempered to the ha ppineſs of hea- 
Fen, and ſhall certainly rolls it. God will 
I give the beſt bleſſings to thoſe, who are 
* E thankful for, and well improve the lower 
James e yments of this life.” And if we endure 
en tried by afflitions, we ſhall be quali- 
XE. . i. fed to 5 upon eternal reſt, and receive as 
5 „ a reward of our patience, reſignation, and 
” , 4-19. Continued chearful diligence in the ſervice of 
| God, amidſt loſſes and afflictions, the crown 
of life and immortality. The chief ſatisfac- 
tions of the contented chriſtian being drawn, 
not from ſenſual gratifications, or the vain 
ſhow of life, all which muſt periſh in death, 
but from gratitude and love to God, from a 
ſtrong faith and pleafing appreherifion of his 
” unbounded wiſdom and goodneſs, and an in- 
tire reſignation to them; from the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, from a warm and active 
benerolence, and frequent ſerious regards to 
that ftate of exalted devotion, goodneſs, and 
fellcity, for which he is deſigned; his Þoul is 
| Aited to enjoy the bliſs of heaven, whenever 
50 gh call him up W with 
i pPlwKkeaſute 


* 


* 


Geile, — 


pleaſure done the Will of God, and receiyed _ bo 1 | 


all his. Ae in this mixed ſtate of 
things, he is 5 with a trap ſp ort de- 
light todo, the, Will of God as "Angels 0 in 
heaven; boy lay 8 God and. 1 ns 


now. mad and 'to be compleat 
id in in ot G God ſhall there grant bim. 
0 God: hath, promiſed to thoſe. who re- 


kt his "Ls Son in Contentrhent, a nd. 


Be 29 tion, ad overcome the various evils 
1 life, that. they "ſhall ft down 
b Te us en 15 throne, 45 be, alſo over came 
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* 1 1 5 are Tome of the good fruits of Con- 
entment, a diſpoſition, in | ict ſo excellent, 


Fate it 2 proper Tefleftions., Let m e 0 

z. riefly repreſent the 78 ey 195 

| wre, d, 7 effects of Dit conteht-* 
9 ird to God, Dise ontent 18 in ef- 


hich ſhould | trongly determine us to eulti- | 


4 [1 


1 1 him as defe ive in wiſdom! 


tice, or goodneſs ; 3 48 15 Knowing, "of 
not chuſing to direct events in the beft mane 
ner; and pretending, that we could order 
thingy, better ; or as not doing us 68 09 at 
leaſt as 0 us unkindly. 4 "who 


dares .loo 15 #1 to the infinite righte- 
80 


+ 2 an maker and governor 9 95 „ to 

hom this perverſely complaining creature 

pc every thing, and maititain this charge 

I how. many in the ſecret language o 

their hearts voy day. renew. 7 it, 115 if every. 

vi * "oy 
3 * : 


* Ar 
* 


* 


q 


evi thin ing be dil diſpoſed or over-ruled by God with 
t=r— infa . 


* 


Efiber v. vourite of the greateſt monarch, was by 52 | 


"oe 


Reafons 4 nd for 


ible wiſdom, and boundleſs benevolent 
and fer the beſt, why are you-difcontented 

Why do you envy to athets,” what God ſedy 
A to. diſpenſe to them ? And 'wh with ſe- 


cret murmurs refuſe what he deals to you? 


Certainly the finfulneſs. of this teraper is very 


great, and it is, as it ought to be, its own | 


uniſhment. 

It prevents our erjoying the good of me 
various gifts, in which à Kind Providence in- 
dulges us. The heart that Nets at wanting 


any thing which it paſſionately and unreaſon- 
_ ably defires, 8 all the bleflings in its 
poſſeſſion; or through the pain which 'Dif- 


them. 


content cauſes, i is dilabled for 1 
Witneſs King Ahab, who ſoured 1:6 $2 


enjoy the pom leafares 0 
but Lk hs ty 230 fullenly refuſe 8 


o0d; nor would be reconcited to * 110 
ezebel by murder had put him into the 


poſſeſnon of the vineyard, which be un- * 


reaſonabl y coveted. Take alſo another 4 15 
ing inſtance Haman, who thbugh the 


pi ide made ſo diſcontented Peu 


„ 


aboth's 
refuſal to l him 155 vineyat Og 
pi? hit 


ecai would not ſtoop to im, when all the 
court befides,. and all the empire, bowed 
before him that he 'bimſelf,” after having 9 
retckoned up to his wife and his friends, the 
eum of bis riches, the multitude of bis cbildpen, 


/ 


Ubriſtian 7 = 


dvr the Princes and ſervants of the King ; 
yet declares, all this auniletb me nothing, fo 
Jong as T ſee Mordecai the Jem fiting at the 
Lags gate, What glaring — are 
theft of the malignant influence which Diſ- 
content has over all the bleſfings of life; and 
how ſtrongly ſhould they excite us to guard 
againſt any degrees of this temper. For 
while 3 turns a deſart into a 
adiſe, this withers all the flowers, and 


it - a deſart. And it not only de- 

Moys the pleaſute of eve enjo ent, bat it 
Nude doubles the 20 by 

adding fretfalneſs of mind to pain of body, 


inward vexatioh to outward reproach, the 


to the loſs of friends, and in- 


loſs of peace. 


ternal pining and poverty 
ſence of external abundance.” As a filly bird 


ity and ſtriving to get out, only blulles "It 
e ainſt the hae of ft PAI; and adds 
pain and — brat ho confinement, while another 
feeds and fin car nr upon [indulging 
to ſullen d re againſt God, peeviſh- 
8 ch Appin then, und a gloomy 
— gh e 


fering 


end all the things wherein the King bad proc Sun vl. 
moted bim; and how be bad nga bim g. 


laſts all the fruits of a paradiſe, and makes 


mart of every evil; 


to the loſs! of ab- 
11 to be confined in 4 cage, by flutket. 


hey cannot have 
8 ora & wiſh; iner on themfelved 
are dat, than the meer ſuf. 


207. 


2 = 5" aid _e Maddie 
zun. VII fering he, greateſt afflictions of life could 
produce in a reſigned ming 
| „And then, which heightens the poder 
Ablenelz of it, it brings on itſelf all theſe evils 
o no purpoſe. A wile man would ſubmit to 
_ preſent ſufferings. to prevent greater, or to 
... procure, more conſiderable goods; but he 
muſt be a fool-who laſhes. and tortures him- 
' elf to no good end; for Diſcontent ſupplies po 
Want, removes no evil, and amends no de- 
fect, With regard to God it muſt be wholl 
ſtuitleſs, who will not, in compliance wi 
our perverſe humour, alter the wiſe and good 
2 well, concerted. ſchemes. of his 27 
b De, Who ba hardened himſelf againſt him, 
* _ proſpered? We might as well hope, if 
our eyes W to hinder hy our mur- 
FN murings the ſug· from riſing, and pai paining us 
Per v. With his brightneſs. If we humble 4 
* inden ibe miglin bnd e Cod, accepted the 


Wu 


4 _._ . FaneRiion, on, our. faults, and . this 

E _ -* -, would probably. inclise a merciful, God to 

move his nee 09d grant a 

ings Which re Ipould then be prepared 

 Feecive with, ee . e 

_ po og eo 1 e 
et gorr ns, 

Wetheabier g vill a righteous G a laſt br 
In pieces the ſtebborn creature, that x 
not bend and. fubmait to bis WII. 
; at wh gud 1 


- 0 
a 


Kane | 


wi 2 


Chriſtian Contentment, 


» . 8 
I * A 
e » , 
OO ML — * 
S 7 1 —_ . 5 
4 g * 


2 * 2 
"y 4 » 4 
* % 3 
* 
©. 
. 


-209 


our wh fretful and peeviſh will not at all ssi, 
_ diſpoſe” them in a friendly manner to help —v— 


and relieve us. On the contrary; the ſallies 
of an angry and impatient ſpirit - provoke 
harſh and unkind returns from them. And 
with regard to ourſelves, Diſcontent is alſo 
fruitleſs. That time and ſpirit and ſtrength 
of mind are conſumed in a ſullen gloomi- 
neſs, or reſtleſs complainings, which if ap- 
plied to mend our temper and condition 
would produce a great change for the bet- 
ter. And our Reaſon is ſo clouded by re- 
pining and melancholy, that we can neither 
diſcern our real intereſt, and the beſt ways 
of throwing off the evils we groan under; 
and procuring the good we defire, nor Pure 
ſue them with ſucceſs. 

Finally; by the torments of a Uiſoonitenteld 


mind here, we aer ourſelves for the 


company and ſufferings of wretched ſpirits 
in hell; ſince a great part of their miſeries 
are cauſed by fruitleſs rage againſt God, 
whoſe appointments they cannot ſet aſide, 
by galling ſtruggles with chains which they 
can never break, and eager and impatient 


covetings of thoſe good things, which they 


would not ſeek in a way of ſubmiſſion and 
obedience to God, and muſt utterly deſpair 


of gaining in a ſtate of murmuring and 


re bellion. % 


To ſum up in a few words this perſuaſive | 
to cultivate a contented temper, and to ſup- 


Vor. I. 2 prels 
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wo, 


210 


» 
; : * 1 
lf * 


* * 


5 —— &e: 


Sax. VIII. preſs the firſt riſings of the contrary. - Cons 
wa tentment-gives: a little heaven upon earth, 


neſs of a contented, refigned, and gtateful 


and qualifies us to enjoy heaven and bleſſed- 
neſs in perfection and forever. While Diſ- 
content, having puniſhed us with a little hell 


here, drives us downward to the regions of 


fruitieſs rage, nnn, Ur OUS; and 
black deſpair. 

You are I preſume by theſe confiderations | 
fully convinced of the excellency and happi - 


temper, and fully Teſolved to cultivate it. 
Vou are then prepared to receive with at- 
tention, and follow with diligence, the di- 
rections proper to be obſerved, if you would 


acquire it; theſe therefore I ſhall recom- 


mend in the next Diſcourſe, nod conclude 
bes 2925 | 
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Ditections for forming and improving 


' a contented Diſpoſition. 
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eck an PEI Ir. . 1. 

For I have harned in whatſoever fate 1 am, 
; therewith to be content. | 


in the preceding Diſcourſes à gene- 


it; the principles on Which it is founded, 


and the effects theſe are fitted to produee, 
were diſtinctly repreſented. Various reaſons 
were mentioned, the frequent and ſerious 
eonſideration of which is very uſeful te 
ſtrengthen this temper, and the chief mo- 
tives urged, which ſhould determine us +6 = 

Wh | i OS __ give. 


KK O give affiſtance to thoſe who are 884. 
T & defirous of learning this divine art 


ral view was given of the nature'of 
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Directions for forming 


. 


S Aux. IX. give all diligence to improve keen in ts, 
3 method now leads us 


W. To recommend ſuch enen 1 to be 
- obſerved; as may facilitate our acquiſition of 
this temper, and improvement in it. And 


beſides making the principles and reaſons of . 


chriſtian Contentment before offered, familiar 
to the mind by frequent and ſerious medita- 
tions upon them, I would'adviſe the practice 


of the following rules, as of great efficacy to 


form and eſtabliſh this We and happy 


| diſpoſition. * 


1. Let us make 8 our wee in the 


divine favour, by prevaili "g habits of piety 
e 


and goodneſs. You have ſeen that chriſtian 
Contentment is mainly founded on the be- 
lief of God's infinitely wiſe. and good Provi- 
dence, and of our peculiar intereſt in it, fo 
that all events ſhall certainly work for our 


good; and. on the noble hope, that we are 


under the conduct of God advancing to- 


wWards a- ſtate of compleat and everlaſting fe- 
licity. And nothing but our becoming ha- 


bitually and prevailingly-virtuous and devout 
can give us ſuch rational and lively hopes in 
God, and for eternity, as will enable us to 
be chearful and contented; whatever befals 
us by the way. Beſides,  irregular-and guilty 
paſſions are a continual diſturbance to the 
boſom in which they rage, and will never 


Lai. ii. ſuffer; it ito. know: a ſettled ſatisfaction. . -The 


20, 21. 


om is dike rhe ** when it cannot 


— 


81 | -reſt, 
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reſt,” whoſe aphters taft up mire and durt. ITY N. 
There's no peace ſays my God to the wicked, | 
In proportion alſo as pride, covetouſneſs, 
anger, luſt, or envy have any ſay within, 
our peace of mind will be les, D- 
Would we then be contented, let us be ge- 
riouſly and intirely devoted to God, and make 
it the great concern of life, to be approved by 
him, and happy for ever. Let us make re- 
ſerve of no ſinful paſſion, but deny all un- Titus ü: 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and thoroughly re- 
form whatever under ſerious views of death 
and a future judgment gives us anxiety, and 
makes us to fear the condemnation of God. 
A partial and defective religion and obedience, i 
will yield us at beſt but a broken and imper- 3 
fect peace of mind. But when by an intire 
compliance with the demands of the chriſtia gn 
covenant, we have made clear our title to its | 
exceeding great and precious promiſes; when 
by daily love, gratitude, a devotedneſs to 
God; by an uniform integrity, goodneſs and 
mereifulneſs of diſpoſition; by moderate af- 
fections to this world, and continual regards 
to immortality, we have made our calling | 
and election to life eternal ſure, and qualifi- — 
' _ ed our ſouls to enjoy the ſatisfactions dif-. 
fuſed from a clear ſenſe of the love of God, 
and bright proſpects of a glorious and hap 
eternity; the peace of God which paſſetn 
all underſtanding will then conſtantly keep 
poſſeſſion of our hearts through Jeſus Chriſt. 
et | P 3 a . 


"I R. 4. If we would be contented in every ates 
et us accuſtom curſelves to eye and ackpow 


77 


the Lord. 
tempt us to Diſcontent? Let us confer it 


who joined our ſouls and bod bodies, 2 
ſubmiſſion, reſignation, diſingagemeht from 


Diredtime fo a 


| ledge the over · ruling direction of God in all 


eyents; and by humble and feryent prayer 


commend ourſelves to his favourable guidance 
aud bounty. Although God really deen all 


events, yet it will contribute little to the peace 


of our minds, unleſs; we habituate ourſelves 
to conſider and trace his moſt wiſe and good 


| 3 in all. As J obſerved in the be- 


this calmed the mind of Job un- 


£ — unparallelled loſſes: and afflictione, that 
be anus amr the fury of the elements and of 
wicked men, — the direction of God 3 


ſo that when the Chaldæans carried away 
bis ſubſtance, and a ſtorm of wind killed bis 


children, he ſaid; he Lord gave, and the 


Lord bath taten away, bleſſed be the name of 
Does then a ſickly conſtitution 


a8 à neceſſary diſeipline appointed by Bod, 


the world, and a heavenly temper, and to 
qualify us for the-rewards, af theſe diſpo - 


1 _ {ations-in an everlaſting ſtate. We ſhall then 
. 2 ir. be contented, and thankful, that 44// afftice 


tions which are but for a moment, : well work 
but for us a far are cracelint: ven on, 
weigot of glory 


e co-ops: the ee of -cha-anickad 


1 us to nd Let us _ 


* 5 


ted Difpofitcn 


that they are tate by God as Pharach was, Ses. IX. 


to anſwer great and good purpoſes; either to 
cotrect the fincerely but impetfectly religi- 
ous, or to teach us that worldly A e 
is not the happineſs of man, nor this world 
his home, and the like; and that when they 
have accompliſhed theſe ends, they will be 
_ eaſt into the fire, and puniſhed according to 
their deſerts. Our great Maſter aſſures us, 
that not a ſparrow falls to the ground with- 
out God, and that even the hairs of our head 
are numbered by him. Let us ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieve and frequently conſider this, and what 

to us appears to be confuſion, irregularity, 

and a ſubject for Diſcontent, as proceedin 
only from men and from ſecond cauſes, will 
appear to be all wife and good in the defign 
of God, and in the final ifſue, and therefore 
to be willin gly acquieſced in by us. 

To cheriſh this. perſuaſion by daily ſuppli- 
cations to God, heartily commending our- 
ſelves to his peculiar guidance, will then be 
our wiſdom; in a world wherein we ſee only 
ſecond cauſes; and without thus dail 14 
freſhing our remembrance of him, doula 
de prone to forget and diſregard the firſt 1 


chief!" Be careful for nothing, ſays St. Paul Paige: 


juſt' before the Text, but in every thing þ 
4 ; end gr with thankſgiving, 
s be mage known unto God; 
— — 1 peace of God will prevail in 
your — be W with hu 


P4 my, 
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 Direftion: for forming. 


SE. IX. mility and reſignation our afflictione to the 
Frm divine compaſſion, and our wants to the 


. his, children in heaven; to Success theſe 
6.6 affections cy 1 thy in feryent pr Wer 


divine bounty, is one condition of our re- 
ceiving from God relief under the one, and 


a ſupply for the other; and prayer may thus 


produce Contentment, by. procuring. the re- 
moval of what tem — us to repine. Prayer 
alſo to God, that he would form in us this 
excellent diſpoſition, is one condition of his 
ſucceding our honeſt and conſtant endea- 


- yours. to learn it. Ove 


And then, prayer by a Parke efficacy res 
lieves the mind, and diſpoſes to Content: 
ment. Have we not often found our ſor- 
rows lightened, when we have imp parted 
them to a kind and faithful friend 3 5 
relief then muſt it give, to lay them before 


the mercy. of God our heavenly Father, 


whoſe goodneſs and compaſſion are infinite 
as his wiſdom and power? Certainly to con- 
ſider our happineſs as the care of this God, 
our wants as the charge of his bounty, and 
the direction of all events relating to us as 
his concern; to ſupplicate his favour, and 
reſign all our intereſts to his diſpoſal, with 
hopes allgwed by him of his paternal care, 
and of ſoow- arriving at the inheritance; of 


n 5 a ad chene minds, 
3 truſt 5 Aer good- 
nels, make * we ly. * 


Nin 


* 
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our thoughts, and thus annihilating all the See. Ix; 
cares and joys of time, render us intirel ß 


ſatisſied with the mur of God and the 
dune of heaven. 
3. In order to our being intirely ſatisfied 
with what God allots us, let our thoughts 
be more imployed on the bleſſings we en- 
joy, than on thoſe we want, or on the af- 
flictions we ſuffer; and let us look more ta 
thoſe who are below us in life, than to thols © 
who are above us. One of the ancient Sages 
having loſt an eſtate, when an acquaintance 
came — condole with him on the loſs, rea- 
ſonably and chearfully replied. Friend, 
6, I think there is more reaſon for my con- 
s doling with you, for I have yet two Farms 
$* left,” while you have not one“ Grief 
when it grows exceſſive faſtens the atten- 
tion intirely upon' the loſs or ſuffering which 
occaſion it, cauſes us to paſs over unobſerved 
the various unmerited bleflings of heaven; 
and then to become diſcontented. Wheteas 
gratefully recollecting and owning the mer- 
cies of God, will make us aſhamed of mur · 
muring againſt a Father, who in kindneſs 
withholds ſomething that would be hurtful; 
at the ſame time indulging us in various 
good things Which we have forfeited, and 
who grants theſe as preparatory to the 
compleat es: ns ee IG ol 
e. Ft 8 f 2 l 0 
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de Ahd. as we ſhould often look on the bright 

O's fide of our own-condition, ſo upon the dark 

| fide of other men's; and more on thoſe be- 

low than on thoſe above us. It is frequently 

the falſe apprehenſion, that our troubles and 

wants are peculiar to us, that excites us to 

think we are hardly treated. Whereas to 

cCec.nſider numbers as more afflicted and dif. 

weed than ourfelves, and many of theſe 

Bin chearfully and thankfully notwith- 

ing it, will ſilence our complaints, 
compoſe: us to Contentment, and inf] 

with gratitude, * There is a great deal of 

good ſenſe in the Proverb, * a common ca- 

lamity is a common comfort” «<<. # When 

once a great King did exceſſively and ob. 

6: ſtimately grieve: for the death of a beloved 

Wife, a Philoſopher obſerving it told 

„ him, that he was ready to comfort him 

by reſtoring her to life; ſuppoſing only 

n he would ſupply what was needful. The 

King ſaid, he was ready to ſurniſn him 

« with any thing. The Philoſopher an- 

e ſwered, he was provided with all things. 

, neceſſary excepting one. He wanted the 

; e names of three perſons, who never moern- 

Jed, in order to inſcribe them on his Wife's 

K en e ſhe 'would uninedn 


revive. 
_ 8 er 14 $4 2 8 he 


10 nn por” oh 01550 tre Need 


Julian, Ep. 38. cited by Dr. 1 2 « Cai, 
Sau. VIII. ; 


—4 45 


| | a: Contented Diſpoſition; 


4 Philoſopher, he could not fi 
& man. Why. then replied the Sage, are 
not you aſhamed to mourn, as if you 

_ & alone had fallen into ſo grievous a caſe, 
<«. hen you cannot find one perſon in the 
hole world, that was ever free from like 
* afflictions To conſider only perſons, who 
in many circumſtances . are advantageauſly 
diſtioguiſhed from us, will incline us to envy 
and diſcontent ; but to look upon the num- 
bers below. us in real ſatisfaction, and the 
moſt valuable advantages, and every truly 
pious perſon, be he as much afflicted as you 


will ſuppoſe, may yet, all things conſidered, 


be informed of multitudes in poſſeſſion of 
fewer bleſſings than himſelf, will diſpoſe us 
not only to ſubmiſſion, but gratitude to God, 
who hath ſo mercifully diſtinguiſned us. 
4. Conſider how few your natural and 
real wants are, and it will prepate you to be 
contented in every ſtate. Food, raiment, 
and a warm and convenient habitation, are 


all che things without us that we really want, 
and that are neceſſary to a man's paſſing life 


comfortably. And there is no truly pious 
and god perſon, but by the bleſſing of God 


on his on care and induſtry, or from the 
friendſhip. or charity of others, which his 


virtues will procure him, does uſually. enjoy 


| theſe, and may depend upon them. And as _ 


8 the better pleaſures of piety and goods 


neſs, - 
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The King after making inq — ws the sua. 1x: 
nd one ſuch n | 


Sis. Ix: neſt, the joys of an approving conſcience, and 


e heavenly hopes, God has 


put theſe into 
his on * and op the help of God 
which is always ready, he may feaſt himſelf 
with theſe as often as he will. Think of 
this, and it will diſpoſe you to Contentment, 
and make you aſhamed to murmur againſt 
God, for not granting you what you do not 
really want. If plain and wholſome food 
will not ſuffice you, but you muſt have 
what is coſtly and luxurious; if clothes clean 


and whole will not pleaſe, unleſs they are 


mich/and'ſhowy; or a neat and warm habi- 


tation will not content you, but you muſt 


dwell in one grand, ſpacious, and richly 
furniſhed ; if leaving nature, you put your- 


ſelves under the guidance of faney, and ſuf- 


| Matt. vi. 


even to the 
of the. Mogul, 
Contentment. For why ſhould. you not de- 


fer it to create all theſe artificial wants, you 


will. always be tormented with uneaſy and 
ungratified deſires, and never know ſatiſ- 
faction, as long as you ſawy or could think 


of any perſon, who lived more ſplendidly or 


luxuriouſly than you. And could you riſe 
ſs, treaſures and luxury 
you would {till be ſhort of 


defire the whole word, as well as a great 


part of it; a million of times more than 


you can uſc N as _ as a thouſand 
N Lek PUR] HV 29434 


Our Lord e cha the Provideneoof 


4 his is heavenly Father ſhould give to his faith- 


ef | 1 75 ful 


1 " 


a Contented- Diſpoſition, aan 
ful diſciples food and raiment; and having Sex. IX, 
theſe; faith St. Paul, let us be with them con- Tan. | 
tept.. But if we will not be contented on > ma 
theſe. while we are here, and with the hone bf 
of heaven and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, when 
we ſhall have well performed the part which 
God has aſſigned us, we never ſhall be con- 
tented, nor ever deſerve to be made happy. 
Judge therefore of what you want, accord- 
ing to nature, reaſon, and ſcripture; and 
not according to the demands of fancy, cuſ- 
tom, . pride, covetouſneſs and exorbitant ap- 
petite; and limit your deſires to hat is na- 
tural and reaſonable; ang . your duty | 
you ſhall be ſupplied. T; 225 Lord — pf. xxxviie 
do good, . ſo. ſpall y aol in the land, and 3. 
n n 
If you would be contented in every 
2 — idleneſs, and be conſtantly well 
employed. Induſtry and well directed ac- 
tivity, beſides ſupplying the conveniences of 
life, the want of which of ten cauſes Diſcon- 
tent, give, which I principally deſign here, 
that health to the body, and vigor and chear- 
fulneſs to the mind, which qualify us to 
reliſh with ſpirit the bleſſings of life, and to 
be thankful to the great author of all good. 
Whereas idleneſs is the parent and nutſe of 
Diſcontent.. The body and mind being un- 
employed grow languid and reſtleſs, —— 
ſonable defires, anxious fears, and ſplenetic 
bumours poets the mind, and make it diſ- 


0d ' \contented ; 3 
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"ITY N conterited ; none of which can find room iff 


Weges fr er 


— the mind of him who is well employed. 


It is the wiſe appointment of the author 
of our frame, and the natural reward annex- 
ed by him to diligence, and a right 'uſe of 
our powers of body and mind, that theſe 
ſhall ſtrengthen both, give ſoundneſs. to the 
one and fpirit to the other; as well as 
cure' for us the good things of life, and 
pleaſe and ſatisfy upon reflection. While 


the contrary effects 2 by idleneſs are 


the'natural puniſhments of it. you not 


obſerve numbers in lower life, who to their 
- - conſtant labour owe robaſt health, lively 
; ow and a chearful enj 


joyment of natural 
ngs * While perſons, whoſe plentiful 


fortunes exempt them from the neceflity of 


thus employing themſelves for a ſubſiſtence, 
and who have not the prudence and reſolu- 


tion to engage their natural activity in the 


purſuits of knowledge, and the practice of 


virtue and beneficence, languiſh in idleneſs, 


enjoy none of the bleſſings of life, and are 
over-run with ſpleen, ſicklineſs, and Diſcon- 
tent. If you would then guard againſt Dif- 
content avoid idleneſs, and be always well 

But if you would know Con- 


_ emplo 
tentment in irs moft perfect degrees, and in 


the exerciſe of your active powers; enjoy the 

nobleft ſatisfactions from yourſelves, - ' 

6. Accuſtom yourſelves much to the la: 
| bours and — fret 


q. $444 | rive £ 


| 


a G ented Diſpofition. - : 


proſpers, whoſe ſoul proſpers ; and his foul | 
will always proſper, who in earneſt ſeeks it's 
proſperity. And he, whoſe ſoul proſpers, 
| muſt enjoy a happineſs as much above his, 
who derives it from the world, as a divine 
temper, and the foretaſtes and hopes of a 
divine and eternal felicity, excel any gratifi= 


cations of the brutal part, or any entertain- 


ments of a vain imagination. ' Are you then 


at any time diſpoſed to be unealy ? Think 


in what virtues you are yet deficient, and ſet 


yourſelves to become. proficients in them: 


think what is wanting in your capacity or 
furniture for the pleaſures of devotion ; and 


by new improvements and repeated exerciſes 


of it, endeavour to augment your capacity 
and reliſh for theſe ures, and your en- 


joyment of them. Or confider what advan- 
tages and opportunities you have in your 


hands for doing good, and improve them 
and accuſtom yourſelves to eſtimate your 


proſperity and - happineſs, by your ſucceſs 
herein; do this frequently, and you may be 


0 fatisfied from yourſelves. 
For wherever you are, and in W 
circumſtances, you may cultivate theſe diſ- 


| 1 and practiſe theſe virtues, and find 


a good God always ready to 1 
and fucceed you herein. Wherever you are 


therefore. you may be bleſt with a ſtrong. 
uy ſenſe 
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rive your ſatisfactions chiefly from improve · Sa. Ik. 
ments in knowledge, virtue, and piety. He —.— oy 


be 


Directions Ji forming 


$3, IX. ſenſe of the divine approbation, a noble con- 
t—— ſciouſneſs of advancing in his favour, and in 


true goodneſs; - and with till brighter and 


more inlarged proſpects of the never-ending 


bleſſedneſs of heaven. Vea, oftentimes the 
more you are by afflictions taken off from 


the world, the more abundantly you may 
— theſe ſatisfactions. Apply therefore 


r main concern and ſtrength of mind 


to theſe, and you will become —_— 
aud happy. 


eee 


Fi ſtate you are? Conſider the examples 


of eminently pious: and good 


tude, and a chearful reſignati 


perſons, who 
amidſt great afflictions have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by meekneſs, ſubmiſſion, grati- 


tion, and it will 
help to raĩſe you to a like temper. The per- 


feet pattern of the Son · of God incarnate, 1 
ii, Propoſed to you before. But beſides this 4ve 


ure compaſſed'-about vith a glorious cloud of 
wtneſſes, to the great efficacy of our religion 


for producing Contentment. Let us there- 
fore lay aſide every weight, and the ſin that 


doth-moſt-eakily beſet us, and run with pa- 


. tience the race ſet before us. Breihren, 
* have beard of the patience of Job, and; ſeen 
the end of the. Lord; that the Lord: is very 

pitiful and of tender mercy. - When you are 
' tempted to think your afflitions above mea- 


fure, conſider both how much your good- 


neſs: and pote-greateſt afflifions joints 


- otro} 2 
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to his; and how much your advatitages for Ss, IX. 
becoming - intirely reſigned are above his, T 


ſince life fs and immortality have been brought 10, fo 
to ligbt for you by tbe goſpel; and it will 
mightily diſpoſe you to be Humble, and 
chearfully ſubmiſſive. 

Conſider alſo the Prophets of God, ni A 
| the Apoſtles of our Lord, who were not 
more remarkable for piety, than for ſuffer- 
ing affliction and for patience. Conſider the 
moſt. worthy perſons, on account of piety; 
goodneſs, and uſefulneſs, who have fallen 
within the compaſs of your knowledge, and 
who have been remarkably afflicted,” either 
by ſickneſs, by the loſs or ill behaviour of 
friends and latch by ſtrait circumſtances 
as to the world, or unkind treatment from 
it; and who have riſen above all theſe by a 
noble ſerenity of mind, a grateful love and 
willing ſubmiſſion to their heavenly. Father; 
and it will ſilence all mammum 28. if you 
were hardly dealt with, and claim a 
gentler treatment; wil make you-aſhamed 


of ſinking under lighter afflictions, than per- of 


ſons of like frailty and paſſions with you 
_ overcome, and excite you chearfully 
to proceed and perſevere in 
courſe, under the care and guidance of the 
ſame heavenly Father, and in tion of 
the | ſame bleſſedneſs, to the poſſeſſion of 
which they er BAG eee i 
| balere We: > h % gif lei e 
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226 Directions for forming 
Sg. IX. This minds me of the laſt direction. 


8. Would you be contented in whatſoever 


ſtate you are in this world? Let your thoughts 
be often and ſeriouſly fixed on the ſure, com- 
leat, and everlaſting happineſs of the next. 
EX: pain, want, folly, vice, reproach, 
ill treatment, treachery, violence and death 
are confined to the preſent ſcene, Immortal 
/. Health and vigour of body and mind, perfec- 
tion in knowledge, goodneſs, and divine 
love, and an intimacy and friendſhip with 
beings wholly of this character; the glorious 

preſence and full approbation of the great 
God, the preſence and ſmiles of the inthron- 
ed Redeemer, the brighteſt and largeſt views 
of the divine perfections and works, _ 

- correſponding ſentiments of veneration, 

titude, love and devotion. — Theſe eouſpire 

to make up the felicity reſerved for the next, 


. i. the everlaſting ſtate, where God ſhall wipe 


„all tears from our eyes; where they hunger no 
more, neither "thirſt any more; where there 
will be no more death, Du forrow nor cry- 
ing, ' nt! any more pain; and where of 
conſequence are fulneſs of) Joy and — 
Ws ever more. | 
Whatever our nts condition is, we 
may act out part ſo as to make it ſubſer- 
vient to the ſecuring this divine bleſſedneſs. 
This is a moſt certain truth, confirmed by 


| E Joly xiv. Þes' promiſes when near dying, and by the 


glorious reſurreQion of the Son of vor: who 
21d 1 


u Contented Diſpoſition: i 


ſtooped to be afflicted to ſuffer. and to die, Si. Dx. 
before he entered upon his reward. Let us Arz, 


think ſeriouſly on the 


greatneſs, perfection 23, 


and everlaſting duration of this bleſſedneſs, ck 43s 


and then ſay, whether any labours or ſuffer- 
ings here can appear conſiderable; which 
muſt be gone through in the way leading to 
this happineſs ; whether the hope of it be 
not fitted to inſpire more noble and ſolid ſa- 
tisfactions, than the poſſeſſion of the whole 
world can give ; whether the God who by 
the diſcipline of the preſent ſtate, is in the 
wiſeſt and beſt manner preparing us for it 
be not infinitely good ; and whether we have 
not then infinite reaſon to be thankful, and 
acquieſce in all his diſpenſations, and in 
whatſoever ſtate we are to be content. 

Let us make theſe thoughts and hopes 
habitual, and we ſhall be habitually content= 
ed. Let us, like our Apoſtle, ot not to the 


L things that are ſeen which are t al, but to 


the things which are not. ſeen and are eternal z 
and like him we ſhall reckon all tbe ſulfer- 
ings of this preſent time, not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that ſhall be revealed, 
We ſhall bear well the afflictions, and diſ- 


charge chearfully the duties of life, ręjaicing Rom. v. 
in bope of the glory of God ; and death when- 


ever it comes will be welcomed, as what 
ſhall introduce us to that ſtate, where every 
want will be . ren excellent deſire 
| Q 2 ex- 


Diredtions for forming &c. 


848. N. exceeded; and where we ſhall find, that the 
—r— afflitions and trials of the preſent time had 


a moſt direct tendency to prepare us for the 
Teſt, and glories, and felicities of eternity. 
May God bleſs what has been offered, and 
make it greatly inſtrumental to prepare us 
for this bleſſedneſs; and in the mean time 
for teaching us Contentment in every con- 
dition. And let us ſeriouſly conſider, and 
honeſtly purſue, theſe inſtructions and en- 
| ts of his-Goſpel, and God will 
make us wiſe for preſent peace, and ever- 
lating Joy r and falyation. Amen. 
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of the great: events. lo will in- 
ttoduce the final Judgment, and 
fe our Lord's * Wen to 
e vg . 
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Marr. Kr XXV. 31, 32. 5 


ni the Son of Man foal come in his glory, 
and all the holy Angels with bim, then ſhall 
be fit upon the throne of bis glory. And be- 
RE 2 him ſhall be gathered all Nations; and 
be ſhall ſeparate them one from another, 


"as 4 Hoepberd drvideth bis, wy e the 
ba, | e wed 


* ws. 4 
© ; 


| Anon ls tree -our Saad Sax. x. 
to the concluding ſeene of ou 
world, the reſurrection of all man- 
? kind; and their final judgment at 
the tribunal of the Son of God; 

@ ſubject the moſt ſolemn, auguſt, and in- 
| eren of way in the whole compaſs of 

| Q 3 | , truths 


— 1 13. 


230 The coming of Chriſt 
Sx, X. truths natural and revealed. For forely if 
ap part of our duration demands our ſerious 
regard, it muſt be this, wherein we ſhall 
, ſee the Son of Man, who is alſo the Son of 
Luke ix. God, deſcending from heaven in his cn 
26. viſible glory, with the glory of bis Father, and 
of all his boly Angels; when we ſhall hear the 
1 Cor. xv. awful. trump ſounded ta call all mankind 
52, from their graves,' and from this earth, to 
 1Theſliv. meet the Lord in the gir, ſhall ourſelves be 
7, reuzed by it, and ſummoned to join the in- 
numerable company; and with them appear 
before an impartial and unerring Judge, to 
x Cor. iv, Whom the.ſeerets of all hearts are open, who 
0h will bring every work into judgment with every 
eb. in. ſecret thing, and rendering 10 all according to 
Eccleſ.xii. 7beir 2worþs, diſtribute everlaſting recompen- 
Fon. i, es. A period, wherein we muſt hear the 
68. © dreadful groans and burſt of expiring nature, 
and ſee thoſe furious flames every where 
breaking out, that will put an end to the ha- 
bitation of mankind, and to all their works 
on earth; and reduce this now beautiful and 
zer. xx, glorious ſcene to an horrid fery Furnace, 
25. which will be the priſon and the | rtion of 
+ _ thoſe, who have prefered this world to hea- 
ven; while the ſaints, who on their trial 
have prefered the ſatisfactions of truth, vir- 
tue, 3 friendſhip, devotion, and the 
| Preſence of God, ſhall dwell in his preſence, 
and be for ever with the Lord. * God grant 
vo may all ſo 9 this awful, this 
| 5 certain, 


#0 judge the World. 


certain, this approaching ſcene, that it Sun. X. 
&© may nevet more be abſent from our ſeri .. 


<«. ous: thoughts; and may ſo influence our 
future temper and conduct, as to ingage 
te us with the utmoſt care to avoid whatever 
<« would expoſe us to the condemnation of 
e this day; and with the moſt chearful con- 
« ſtant-diligence.'to practiſe - whatever will 
{© procure for us its honours! May not this 
te repreſentation of it ſerve to render any, 
9 «thro h their continually neglecting to 
ide for it, more inexcuſable and more 
0 2923 when it comes! 

As an introduction to this awful ſab bje&, I 
| ſhall from the Text diſcourſe of the 225 
coming of the Lord Chriſt, at the end of the 
world for the general Judgment. The words 
are ſubjoined to the Parable of the Talents, 
in which our Lord informs us, that as he 
now gives to us in truſt different abilities and 
opportunities for doing good, he will come, 
though after a long time, and call us to an 

account, and reward or puniſh us according 
as we have improved or abuſed our truſt. 
That his coming will be, for the manner of 
it, moſt grand and awful, he aſſures us ver. 
31. When the Son of Man ſhall come in bis 
fra and all the boly Angels with bin, then 
* r the e The 
pointed for this great event, we learn 
Gi the connection of the words with the 
, it * be when the unprofitable 
| Q4 * 


_ e coming / Cbriſ 


Sun. X. ſervant is caſt into outer darkneſs, that is, at 
e ſeaſon; of the general Judgment, with 
which the period of our material world is 


2 gloſely united, as St. Peter informs us in 


his Second Epiſtle, iii. 10. The following 
Propoſition therefore is clearly warranted by 
the Text. 
The Son. of Man Kall appear. at the es 
the world, in a moſt ſolemn and Serious e. 
3 mers in order to Judging. wht mankind. 


. dico ang on tis Propoſition I would, 
i + Deſcribe and prove this. glorious. ap- 


pearance of the 8om of Man, at the end 
of the world, in order to bis Judging 


the whole human race. And, = 


n. bew you the wiſdom of God in this 
--Hiſpenſptzon,. and its practical uſes. - 


1. 1 am to deteeide and; prove this 1 
appearance of the Son of Man, at the end of 

+ the world, in order to the general Judgment. 
The deſcription and proof of this will be the 

| ſame, fox I ſhall ſet before you the account 
given of it, by our Lord and his Apoſtles, our 
only certain informers jn this great affair; 
who proved by numberleſs great and nent 
able miracles. their being, commiſſioned by 
God, to reveal theſe great and intereſting 
events to us; events which it is manifeſtly 
n the wiſdom, * and * Ad 


* 


— 


to judge the Warld. 1 
the great Governor of the world to ordain; Sta. X 


The deſcription and — will be ITY — 
_ the following Pond: tov. N | 


1. The farerunners! of our Hs coming | 
to — — will be moſt tremendous, proper 
to ſtrike the minds of men with the deepeſt 
awe, and to introduce the laſt Judgment and 
the end of the world. For, beſides the great 
changes in the moral world, which according 
to the * Prophets and Apoſtles will precede | 
this! great event, ſuch as the general con ver- 3 e 
ian of the Jeus, and the coming in of the * 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles, a more abundant eh. E© 
fuſion of the holy Spirit, and a general pre. 
valence of piety, truth and righteouſneſs Dan. i. 
through the earth; which being in them- #5: | 
altes ſo great and wonderful, will raiſe the 2 
attention of mankind, and being foretold, 23. Joel LY 42 
will lead the thoughts of. all the honeſt and 15 
conſiderate forward to the grand A ies”; I 
tranſactions foretold by the ſame inſpired g 5 2 
perſons; beſides theſe chaiiget in the moral 1. 
world, there will be alſo: very great alterati- 
ons in the natural world introductory to the R, l. 
coming of the Son of God to Judgment. St. 19, 20. 
Luks thus deſcribes the coming of the Son 
of Man, after mentioning; Jeruſalem s being Lake i, 
., deſtroyed, and trodden down by the Gen» © «© 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful. 
filled. And there ſhall be figns ? in the 125 and 


In oY 
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224 The coming of Chrif 
Sun. X. in the moon, and in the flars; and upon the 
wr earth: diſireſs of nations with perplexity, the 
ſea and the waves roaring ; mens heart failing 
them for fear, and for looking after thoſe thi "gs 
are coming upon the earth; for the 

of ieaven ſhall be ſhaken. And then ſhall the 
ſee-the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 
power and great glory. I own what follows 
in St. Luke s Goſpel, and the deſcription-in 
St. Matthew, xxiv. 29. parallel to this, Im- 
niediately after the tribulation of theſe days the 
fon ſoall be darkened, and the moon ſhall not 
give ber light, and the ars ſhall fall from 

© beaven,' &. primarily refer to the co 
of Chriſt: to deſtroy Jeruſalem, and were 
' * dreadfully: fulfilled in thoſe prodigies which 
* _ -  uſherediin that deſtruction, in the utter ruin 
of the government and people, which are 
| - ſometimes deſcribed by the Prophets in the 
nh zl — ex reſſions of the ſun and moon be- 


2 xiv. 3, Ing darkened, and the flars of heaven and 
1 ho.chnftellations thereof not giving their light, 


e. and in thoſe tremendous carthquakes, 

which according to the cotemporary Jewiſh 

A vo. Hiſtorian * Joſephus, and the heathen Hiſto- 

tians accompanied and followed the ruin of 

the Jewiſh polity. But then I think it will 

. e! hola evident, to any one who compares the 

mhae deſcription given by Chriſt here with 5 
tha other N which confeſſedly re- 

x. 95 N ; "thts 


» jJjoſ. de B. Jud, L. iv. c. I, Dion. Caf. Hiſt. L. 
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to judge the World. 23g 
late to his final coming to judge the world; sea. x. 
that our Lord deſigned, in his repreſentation 
of his coming to judge and puniſh the Jewiſh 
nation, to typify and repreſent his coming to 
judge the whole world. Compare 2 7 
larly his words, Matt, xxiv. 30. Then ſbi 
appear the ſgn of the Son of Man in beaven. 
and then ſhall all the tribes of the earth, or. of 
the land, maurn; and they ſhall ſee the Son of 
Man coming in the + clouds f heaven with 
poder and great glory ; with the account-of 
his aſcending into heaven on a cloud, Acts 
i. 9, &c. and the aſſurance given by the an- 
gels to his diſciples, that this ſame Jeſus who 
was taken up from them on a cloud into 
heaven, ſhould ſo come in like manner as 
they had ſeen him go into heaven; and with 
the prophetic declaration of St. John, Rev. 
i. 7. Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every 
ſhall ſee him, and they alſo who pierced 
bim, and all the kindreds of the earth ſhall 
wail becauſe of him, St. John uſes almoſt 
the ſame words with our Saviour in the 
paſſage cited from St. Matthew. Compare 
alſo our Lord's words, Matt. xxiv. 31. Ah 
be ſhall ſend bis Angels, or meſſengers, with 
| a great ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall ga- 
ther "together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other : which 
words are juſtly interpreted of the Goſpel's 
being preached by the Apoſtles, the meſſen- 
gers of Chriſt, throughout the whole Roman 
„ tes Empire, 


—_ Aha of Cbrif 


Sin. X. Empire, and numerous converts every where 


— ed intò the Chriſtian Church, before 
| che deſtruction of Jerufalem. Compare theſe 
Words with the prediction given by our 

Lord, Matt. iii. 41, &c. which it is con- 

fefſed relates to the end of the world, and 

they will be found ſo like to each other, as as 

to induce one to think our Lord had both 

events — his eye; when he pronounced the 

firſt” cited, and deſigned to deſcribe both 
events, — lead our thoughts to both. The 
Son of Man ſhall end forth bis Angels,” and 
they Hall gather. out of bis kingdom all things 
that offend. ' So ſhall it be at the end of the 
bd, ' the Angels ſhall cone forth and ſever 
_ the wicked from among the juſti\'''The''refur- 
rection of the jaſt, and their being collected 
into one glorious body, is alſo repreſerned to 
1 Cor. xv. de effected at the ſound of a trumpet. At the 
Ss? laß 'trunip, for the trumpet" ſhall ſound; and the 
dead be Fen" e rages) and we cory rn 
changed.” 1 
Add to this, that we ſhall be able inves 
eafily to vindicate thoſe bold and lofty ex- 
| preſſions i in the Prophets, deſcribing the ruin 
of a nation by the ſun's being darkened, and 
the ſtars falling from heaven, Ce. from the 
charge of being overſtrained, by ſuppofing, 
that beſides the preſent ruin of a wicked na- 
tion, they were deſigned alſo to ſhadow out 
the final and general deſtruction of all the 
Boi at the end of the world, with 8 f 
* _ wꝛu 
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awful circumſtances which would attend it. Sn. Xx. 
And what abſurdity or difficulty is there in — 
ſuppoſing, that the divine Spirit, from whom 
all theſe predictions proceeded, and to whoſe 
view the whole ſeries of events lies open, 
ſhould deſcribe thoſe leſſer puniſhments, and 
judgments of God upon wicked nations, 
which were proofs of his. unalterable abhor- 
rence of vice and impiety, and earneſts of 
his judging the whole world, and puniſhing 
all the wicked; in figures and language that 
would only be verified, to the full, at the 
final Judgment, and might therefore natu- 
rally lead mens thoughts forward to this 
grand event. Thus Iſaiah repreſents the de- 
ſtruction of Babylon, by ſcenes grand and 
terrible, like thoſe which will precede the 


laſt Judgment. Te day of the Lord cometh, Iii. xiii. 


the land ſhall be deſolate ; the flars of beaven  '*: 
and the conſtellations thereof ſhall not give "hair 
light. The ſun ſhall be darkened in bis got 
frrth, and the moon ſhall not cauſe ber light to 
Heine. In the ſame ſtrain alſo is the predic- 

tion of the puniſhments of the Jewiſh nation, 
delivered by —— Prophet Joel, and cited by Joel ii. 
St. Peter. And I will ſhew wonders in the A. 
heavens and in the.earth, blood, and fire, and 16. 
pillars of ſmoke; _ The ſun ſhall be turned into 
darkneſs, and the moon into blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come. 
Add to all this, — theſe ſigns in heaven 

muſt e go before the burning of 


the , 
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sss. X. the world, if, which is moſt highly proba- 


— ble, the ſubterrancous fires which now fre- 


ntly break out will be employed to ef- 
fe& it; and thoſe fires be greater, and their 
eruptions more frequent, towards the end of 
the world, than before *. If you read the 
accounts of any great eruptions or oe 
quakes, you will find almoſt all the ap 


_ ances mentioned by St. Matthew and St. 


Luke, produced by the fires under ground. 
The' ſun's being turned into darkneſs, and the 
moon into blood, and the flars failing to gre 
their light, are the natural effects of the 


being filled with ſulphureous vapoure; forced 


through the pores of the earth in great 
quantities by thoſe ſubterraneous fires, be- 
fore their grand eruption ; which of courſe 


| darken the light of the ſun, and cauſe the 


moon to appear as blood, overſpread with a 


| dull redneſs, and quite hide the ſtars. The 


nce of the ſtars falling from heaven is 
cauſed by the taking fire of thoſe ſulphure- 
ous vapours with which the air is charged, 
and which when fired, appear like falli 
ſtars; and which, as the air 1s ſtored 


them in an extraordinary degree, muſt take 


fire more frequently and terribly than uſual. 


. 


And in the account of the laſt great earth - 
quake and eruption in Sicily, you have all 
nun . mentioned as | preceding it. 
e ee Aud 

e Phil: Tana. abridged. vol. 11. bee ; 


F 
g 
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And as for the other ſign, the ſea and waves Sex. x. 
in an unuſual manner, this is cauſed a Mas 


by thoſe fires working under the ocean, and 
making it heave and boil in a dreadful man- 
ner, without the violence of ſtormy winds. 
For the roaring of the waves, when toſſed 
by a ſtorm, is an effect ſo common, as to 
have little in it terrible to mankind. Where- 
as the univerſal diſtreſs of nations, and men's 
hearts failing them, we all know are the na- 
tural conſequences of earthquakes, when they 
pou frequent, and are violent and exten- 

Who that has read the account of a | 
great earthquake and ' fiery eruption, and 
revives the idea, but muſt ſhudder at the 
thought, and readily apprehend how dread- 
ful the conſternation will every where be, 
which ſhall uſher in the coming of our Lord, 
fully juſtifying the propriety of thoſe grand 
and aſtoniſhing deſcriptions, and proving 
that they ultimately refer to the coming of 
the Son of Man for the laſt Judgment, and 
will be then accompliſhed, and beyond our 
preſent imagination exceeded. It is evident 
therefore that the coming of our Lord to 
judge the world will be moſt tremendous, 
for grandeur and ſolemnity ſuited to the ma- 
jeſty of the judge, and the deſign of his 
coming, when it ſhall be introduced by the 
ſun's being darkened, and the moon turned 
into blood, and the ſtars appearing to fall 


from 
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sx. x, from TORO) the ſea and it's waves roaring, - 
aud che carth every where trembling, groan- 

ing, and pouring out floods of fire; the rage 

of which, nothing but almighty power can 

reſtrain, from burning the 8 1 before it's 
deſtined period. N 

2. After theſe alarms * to the world 

to expect and prepare for his coming, the 

/ _ . "Son of Man, who is alſo the Son of God, 

. ſhall deſcend from heaven in his own glory, 

-» IR 3 in rhe glory of his Father, and of all bis boly 

let. ii, Angels, and witb ten thouſands of bis Saints, 

13. How grand, how awful, how amazing will 

5 be the ſcene, when the ſkies ſhall open,: and 
* a glory pour forth, the ſtreams of which 
. ſhall reach. our world, and compared to 
which the light and glory of the ſun ſhall 
appear as darkneſs! With what eager cu- 
riofity will men at firſt turn their eyes to- 
wards it, and with what terror and con- 
fufien will the wicked, overborn by it, hide 
their faces in the duſt! How can guilty 
Rev. xx. mortals ſtand his coming, before whoſe face 
tte earth ond the ſeas ſhall flee away? For 

our Lord; clothed with his glorified body, 
hall riſe from his throne, where he fits at 
the right-hand of 
his chariot on which he rides, borne by the 
migghtieſt Angels, while thouſands of thou- 
ſands of thoſe radiant” ſpirits ſhall march 
| perch. da the 19 5 of heaven before = 
* 0 | MY”... 


, clouds ſhall form 


8 


la Judge the rü. on 4 | 
and ten thouſand times ten thouſand attend Sx. X. Co 
his progreſs, to aſſert his n een XR 
and judge all mankind. | | | 
If we fix our thoughts a KEY — on the 
words cited from St. Luke, we may form 
exalted and affecting apprehenſions of the 
majeſty and ſplendor of his appearance. He 1 
ſhall come in his own glory. The Lord | 1 
Chriſt, who, though the brightneſs of the 4 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his | 1 
WT; yet for the ſalvation of mankind 
umbled himſelf, partook of fleſh and blood, 
became ſubje& to hunger, thirſt and weari- 
neſs; ſubmited to be perſecuted, reproachs _ | 
ed, ſcourged, ſpit upon, impriſoned; crown, ® 
ed with thorns, and nailed to a croſs; he 
ſhall appear in his own glory, as the only 
begotten of the Father, his well beloved 
Son, and the heir of all things. Bebold, be Rev. i. 
ö cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, Nom. il. 
and they alſo who pierced bim; and all kindreds 8. 
of the earth, who bave not obeyed the truth, 
Fro 4 unrightcouſneſs, ſhall wail becauſe of © 
4 We may be aided to apprehend in 
- = meaſure how dazling this glory will be, 
by conſidering that it is the glory of the only 
begotten of the Father; and by reflecting on 
the accounts given us in. Scripture, of the 
ſplendor of ſome of his appearances. to bis 
Apoſtles. When in his frangſiguration on the Matt. xy. 
mount he gave three of his diſciples aglimpſe * 
of his majeſty, bis 1 did ſhine as the ſun, 
Vor. I, ie | and "MN 


F 
> . 
2.4 


. 


vi. 13. voice was as thunder, a great light ſhone 


"bes bairs. were white lite wooll, 3 
45 45 e ee F they burned 


vond all our im | 

_ clude his coming will be, when he ſhalt be 
ſieen in all his glory, and on the moſt folemn 
occaſion, to exerciſe the greateſt. and moſt 
__— acts of his 6 the re- 


e 
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gen. X. and bis raiment Was white as the light. When 


— 
Acts ix. he 


d to Saul to check his perſecution 
of bis followers, and to convert him, his 


round about Saul and his company, above 
the light of the ſun, daaled, blinded, and 
overpowered him; and thoſe awful words, 


Saul, Saul, aby penſecuigſi thou me? ſmote 


him to the cath And if his appearance for 
the humbling and converting a fingle ſinner 


was thus glorious, how auguſt will his com- 


ing be to deliver all his ſaints, and puniſh 


all bis enemies? When after his aſcenſion to 


heaven he appeared to St. John, bis head and 


fre, and 


and bis eyes were as a flame 


in a' furnact; and bis voice as the found of 


many waters, and bis countenance as the fun 


'_ _ ſhining in his frrength. You fee the moſt 
radiant. 


things in nature are united to repre- 


ſent the ſplendor of his appearance, which 


was ſo ſtrong, as to ſtrike the Apoſtle who 
n ground as dead. And if he 
thus appeared, — 71 and leſs. impor- 
tant occaſion, to make ſome revelations to 
his beloved diſciple, bow magnificent, be- 
ations, muſt we con- 


8 


— 
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warding er paniſhing the world of man- sta. x. 
kind; when he ſhall come to be glorified in bis == 2 
Saints, and admired in all them that believe; 3. 
and in flaming fire io take vengeance on them - 
= know not 2 and that bbey not the Gof- 
fel f our Lord Feſus Chrift ; who ſhall | be 
Fnihed 21th everlaſting deſtruction from the | 
preſence of the Lord, and from the gar of bis ©. 


e are to remember alſo, that our Lord 
will not only appear in his own 1 
but in the oe er bs Father. As 2 
to judge the world by the authority of his 
Father, who bath commited all . unto John v. 
Am; that /ight inacceſſible and full of glory f „ 
which the ſoprean majeſty of heaven 0 1 * 5 4 
earth inhabits, and from which he delivers 
his orders to attending Angels, this ſhall dig - 
nify his Son when he deſcends to Judgment. 
Neaſon will aſſure us this muſt be incon- 
deirably awful and majeſtic, on account of 
the infinite greatneſs and perfection of the 
God whoſe glory it is; the God, at whoſe 3 
rebuke the fon is darkened,” and tbe go * in. 
of heaven tremble, and who ſealeth up the 
ars. Who when he manifeſted' himfelf in 
a lower degree at mount Sinai to give his 
Iaws to Iſrael, yet ſuch was his majeſty; 
that the mountfins melted and fled from eh 
preſence, thunderings and lightenings 
claimed his deſcent, mount Sinai was altoge- 1 
booth a'ſmoak, and e greath, and all the * 18. 
1 Sym 5 ve camp ! 
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orn. X. camp, of Iſrael trembled and cried, let Moſes 
= peak, and we will bear, but let not God teak 
19. e hf we de. 873 
And to fill up the ſolemnity of his ap- 
, our Lord ſhall come, not only in 
own glory, and in the glory of his Fa- 
* but of all his holy Angels. Theſe, 
; when 1 have appeared ſingly to deliver 
* x. ſome meſſage from heaven, have dazled the 
".* - beholder, and overborn his ſenſes, What 
dazling, what over-powering glory muſt 
then flow from millions of them, dreſt in 
their utmoſt ſplendor, to attend and intro- 
duce the Son of God to our world; who 
.- 2Theſſ:i, ſba/l be revealed from heaven with bis mighty 
7. Angel,, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
| them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt | Finally, to 
compleat the glory of his appearance, his 
redeemed, the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
a. the ſaints who have reſided; with 
Luke him in Paradiſe, ſhall deſcend with him to 
ui. 13. Judgment, (conſpicuous in thoſe fine vehicles 
| with which their ſouls are thought to be 
_ clothed; while abſent from their bodies, ſee 
© 2 Cor.v. 1, 2.) to reſume their bodies, and 
receive their full reward of glory and hap- 
| pineſs. That they ſhall come with Chriſt, 
| 2Cor. v. ſeems; plain from their now refiding with 
Philip. i bim, from the before cited words of St. Jude, 
Hara and from the encouragement St, Paul gives 
oy A, 2 * they ſhould be 
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eftabliſhed unblameable in bolineſs, before God Sin. x. | 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord e 
Jeſus Chriſt with all bis ſaints; all bis 1 "II 
ſaints you ſee are to come with bim; and 

that them who fleep in Feſus God will bring 

with bim. SE OT IE ene , 
Let us conſider further that this grand 
appearance will not only dazzle the eye, 

and through that ſtrike the mind of the 
beholder, but they all deſcend from bea- 1 Theſf. ir. 
den with a ſhout with the voice of the arch- "©: 
angel, and with the trump of God. Thun- 
derings and lightenings uſhered in the ap- 
pearance of God to give laws to Iſrael; what 

awful thunderings think you will then pro- 

claim the coming of his Son to judge in his 
name the whole world, and determine the 

eternal ſtates of all? What loud thunders 

of acclamations will. then rend the vault of 
heaven from millions of Angels and faints ! 

How will the Angels triumph in the full 
glories of their beloyed Sovereign, in the 

utter ſubverſion of the empire of fin and 

of death, and in the deſtruction of the 

devil, his angels and ſervants! And how 
will holy ſouls exult, what acclamations of 

joy will they raiſe, when they behold their 
beloved Redeemer in the height of majeſty 

and univerſal dominion, are witneſſes to 

his compleat triumph over fin, and death, 
and hell, and are about to receive from 
VWA 1 


1 N 
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Sen. K — the full reward of bliſs and immor- 
= ality *1 How great, how. ſurprizing, and 
dow "different, will be the effects of this 
1 coming of the Son of God, in ſeti forth 
| : . and imagination fail, and 
ok which every thing that is auguſt or 
ſplendid in our world, when united, will 
make but à very faint picture. How will 
* , _ the ſaints, who > {ball then be living on earth, 
_ _ --- > - -as the bright proceſſion approaches, and the 
ee, ehe een. train ad: their 
cars. 


2 2 A EPL of the 1 proceſſion of the 
Son of God! is ſp noble, and ſq agreable wich the Scripture 
a aceount of his coming to Jud ted 8 ee 


ee, enn 
4 | 3 . — Forth ruſh'd with whirlwind bnd 


| ity, 
Flaſhing thick flames, wheel. within ** wee. 
15 with ſpirit, but convoy d i 

four cherubic ſhapes ; four faces each 

ad wondrous, as with ſtars; their bodies mY 1 
wings were ſet with eyes; with eyes, the wheels 

; nil, and careering fires between; | 

Over their heads; à cbryſtal -firmament, 2 
Where on à ſaphir e, inlaid with 1 
Amber, a colours of the Thow'ry —_ 

He quward/ came; Far off his coming ſhon, i HL 
Attended -with' ten thouſand thouſand Saints: 
And twenty, thouſand (I their number heard) 1 

Chariots: vr, God, half on each hand were ſeen: 
Ile on the win aps of Qherad rode ſublime, © 
| On the aha Irie, in Saphir thron d. 
uſtrious far and wide: bu by his on 
wit ſeen, them unexpected joy ſurpria dd. 
eee I +: /+ 
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eats more and more diſtinctly, lift up cheit 868, M. 
heads with joy, and ſee their redemption 3 


drawing nigh! .** See he comes! Our Lord, 
« our Saviour! He whom we have loved 
& and ſerved, for whom we have waited, 
te faithful to him, and for his ſake endur- 
* ing labours, reproaches, and perſecutions, 
«which will now be infinitely over. paid! 
ce Behold, he ootes, and bis . is with 
e him! Look on him ſinners, you who 
*« late deſpiſed him, his authority 2 laws, 
<« inſulted. — — | 
in ſcorn aſked us, where is the-promiſe 
cc his coming. Bec it accom 
* now is your pride, your vain boaſts ? 
« Your: haughty looks. are fallen, and your 
* pride. buried in the duſt. Our indigna- 
« tion againſt your vices, and our ads 
ment of the ill treatment you gave us, aro 
* now-chengell into pn . — How will you 
©. behold his coming, bow fland bis appear- 
anger Poor wreiches !“, Then princes 
hall caſt themſelves: from — r to 


pliched. Where 


a4 
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San. X. for the great day of bis: wratb it come, and 
wr obo. 


40 be able to fand? Now a final 
period is put to all the pomp and vanity, to 
all the amuſements, follies, and vices of man- 


kind. The world can pleaſe, and charm, 
and delude, and they doat no longer. 


They are now convinced, effectually con- 
vinced, but too late, that nothing deſerved 
their concern in compariſon of religion and 


virtue, which they neglected, though the 


only way of approving themſelves to this 


great prince. They now ſee that all other 


pleaſures were vain, but the pleaſures ariſing 


from an. obedience to his laws, and a ſenſe 


of his favour ; and that all wr: honours, 
but the honour of his approbation, were 
empty breath, and not worth a thought or 
labour. Now the ſcorning unbelieving crew 
curſe themſelves for their inſults on religion, 


and the Goſpel of a erucified Jeſus ; all their 


boaſted reaſonings and pompous objections 


againſt the excellence and divine authority 


and 


of his religion vaniſh, nor can they. an 
longer cheat themſelves. But hark, the 


ſound of his chariot grows louder and ſtrong- 
er. lie is come to our earth; a ſacred 


ae overpowers: even the good; they can no 
longeit beat the tumultudus agitations of fear, 
hope, and joy; nor the wicked their 


| " 1 Cor. *. terrors, but all the living die, or rather are 
"Ihe $4 3 by ch rl ſleadrof their 


2 | 
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Judge; * the awful ſound of the laſt trump, Sea. 
ate driven at once into their new ſtate and 


manner of being. For, 

3. The Son of God being arrived, ſhall 12 
ſeat himſelf on a majeſtic throne, the trump of 
God ſhall ſound and rouze all the dead, who 
at the command of the Judge ſhall reſume 
their bodies, and return to life; all the living 
ſhall be changed, and the whole human race 
be brought by the Angels before the Judg- 
ment Seat of Chriſt, The Judge's ſeating 
himſelf on his throne is thus deſcribed by 
St. John, as it was ſhown to him in a viſion. 


And I ſaw a great white throne, and bim Rev. xx. 
that ſat on it; from whoſe face the earth and ''' 


the bgavens fled away, and there was found 


10 place for them. And 1 ſaw the dead, fall © 


and great, ſtand before God; and the books 
were opened, and the dead were judged out 
of thoſe things which were vritten in the books 
according to their works. In order to this 
exact judgment of all, the Judge being ſeat- 
ed, the command for a general reſurrection 


ſhall be publiſhed by the voice of an arch- 1 


angel, and by the trump of God. The man- 
ner in which this order ſhall be pro- 52. 
nounced, may be learnt from the ſolemnity, 
with which an Archangel in the Revelations 
denounces a great change about to take place 
in the ch 
another mighty Angel come down from heaven, '* 
{5 and a rainbow Was E 85 


* 


and in the world. n. x 


1 * 
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See. X. his bead, and bis face was as it were the ſun, 


aud bis feet as pillars of fire. 


And be bod in 
bis band a little book open, and be ſet bis right 


| foot upon the. ſea, and his left foot upon the 


earth, and cried with à loud voice, as when a 


lion roareth; and when he bad cried, ſeven 


ebunders uttered their voices. And be hifted 
up bis band to beaven, and ſware by 


and the things that therein are, and the ſea aud 
the things which are therein, that there ſhould 
be time no longer. With ſuch ſolemnity may 


we well believe the Archangel will proclaim 


of our world, and a general reſut- 
bx” Rh and then the Son of God, who is 
the reſurrection and the life, and to whom 
the Fatber bath commited all judgment ; who, 
when on earth, ſaid to Lazarus dead and 


i. buried, Lazarus come forth, and was imme - 


diately obeyed ; this ſame Jeſus according to 
his promiſe ſhall command all the dead to 
return to life, and all the living to appear 
with them before his 


caverns of 
the earth and ſeas, and ſpread: all over the 
world; and. being attended with an almighty 


energy, ſhall awaken'the dead every where, 
John v. | 


: ow 5 5 lays. the himſelf, in 


and-produce a general reſurrection. Ihe hour 
which 


_- 


bim that 
| liveth for ever and ever, who created beapen 
and the things that therein are, and the earth 


ns Fs udginent Seat, and 

ſhall be obeyed. He ſhall cauſe the trump 
of God to be ſounded, | and” its. inlivening 
voice ſhall penetrate the 


* \ ; op 
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which all that are in their graves ſhall hear Sex. X. 
my voice, and ſhall come forth. They that have —v— 
done good to the reſurrettion of life, and they 
that have. done evil unto the reſurrection - 
damnation. The trumpet ſhall ſound, ſaith St. 1 Cor. xv. 
Paul, and the dead al be raiſed incorrupti- 3 
bk ; that i is, all who die in the Lord, for the 
dead in Chri ift ſhall riſe firſt ; and Chriſt will bir 
change their vile bodies, that they may. be © 

Jaſtuoned like unto bis glorious body, nc, 
. to the energy whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
things unto f Then ſhall their bodies, 
which were ,ſown in corruption, be raiſed in 
 Incarruption ; which were ſown. in diſbontur, 
be rat 1 7 in glory ; which were ſown in weaks 
neſs, be raiſed in power ; which were ſown ani= 
mal, be raiſed ſpiritual. For theſe corrupti- 
ble muſt put on incorruption, and theſe martal, 
immortality. This advantageous change be- 
 Jangs only to the dead in Cbriſt, who will 
welcome the reſurrection, and triumph in it, 
But the wicked, though moſt reluctant, will 
be forced to reſume their bodies, and come 
before their Judge. Our Lord aſſures us in 
the place juſt cited, that all who are in their 
graves muſt hear his vice, and come forth ; 
and they who have done evil, unto the reſur- 
rettion of. damnation. They ſhall awake, ſays Dan. xi. 
Daniel, to ſhame and everlaſting contempt, *: 
And the. deſcription of the rg Judgment 
given by St. John includes the reſurrection 


eee of the withed, a 3 
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Sas. X. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, fland be” 
fre God, and the books were opened, and ano- 
2 5 14. ther book was opened, which is the book of life; 
and the dead were judged by thoſe things which 
were written in the books according to their 
| works. And the ſea gave up the dead which 
were in it, and death and the grave delivered 

up the dead which were in them ; and they were 

judged every man according to their works. And 


coboſoever was not found written in the book of 


He, was caſt into the lake of fire. This is the . 


fecond death. What particular changes the 
power of God will make in the bodies of the 
wicked when he raiſes them, the Scriptures 
have not revealed to us; only this in general 
we may conclude, that they will be raiſed in 
a condition to endure, for ſo long a ſpace as 
the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of God ſhall 
appoint, the torments of that lake of fire; 
|  2Theſſ.i. wherein they ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſt- 


8, 9. ing deſtruction, from the preſence” of the Lord, 


| Matt. x. hf from the glory of bis power ; by bim who 


#8. i able to deftroy both body and foul in hell. | 


The dead being thus raiſed, all Who ſhall be 
found alive hy our Lord at his coming, will 
undergo ſuch a change, as is neceſſary to 
1 Nane chem to take their proper parts in the 
b anſactions of the great day, and in its im- 
2 . " His: conſequences, Bebold, ſays an in- 
ed Apoſtle, 'T ſhew you a myſtery, that is, 
Caethins before a ſecret, but now made 

*  ktjown, 4 Cans not all ſeep, not all * bs 
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true chriſtians, but we ſhall all be changed, in Se. X. 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 2 8 


trump. This change is neceſſary to prepare 
the righteous for their reward; fince feb 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Ged, 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption : 


their corruptible bodies therefore muſt put on 


incorruption, and their mortal, immortality, 
The bodies of the wicked, who ſhall be 
then alive, muſt alſo be greatly changed, 


that they may be able to go through the 


tranſactions of the laſt great day, and to re- 
ceive their portion in the lake of fire. 
The whole human race, who have ever 


lived and acted as moral agents on this globe 


throughout all their generations, being thus 
prepared to take their trials, ſhall be brought 
together by the Angels before the Judgment 
Seat, and then formed by them into two di- 


ſtinct bodies, the righteous on the right-band Mat. xv. 
of the Judge, and tbe wicked on bis left, Our 33. 
Lord informs us this work will be performed 

by the Angels, ſaying ;- as the tares are ga- Matt. rn. 
thered and burnt in the fire, ſo ſhall it be at V. 


the end of the world. The Son of Man ſhall 
ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather out 
of his kingdom all things that offend, * them 


which do iniquity; and ſhall caft them into a 


furnace of fire ; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth. Then ſhall the righteous 
Hine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their 
K ather.. And a gain » The Angels ſhall come 
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Sun. X. forth, and ſever the wicked from among the 
—— uf. If it be aſked, where can a plain be 


The Judge, the only begotten of the Father, 
once incarnate, ſeated on his throne, inveſted 


his Father; all his holy Angels ſarrounditts 
him in all their ſplendor and beauty—— 
+ raiſed on his right hand the millions of mil- 


found on this earth, large enough to contain 
this vaſt aſſembly, of all who have lived and 


acted upon it for ſo many thouſand years, as 


ſhall paſs from the begining of the world to 


the concluſion of it? I anfwer, as the earth 


has no plain large enough to contain them, 
it is moſt probable they will all, by the pow- 


er of God, be lifted up and ſupported in tie 
air. That the righteous will, ſeems evident 


from thoſe words of the Apoſtle, that they 
fall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air 
and our Saviour you fee informs us, that the 
Tighteous and the wicked ſhall appear to- 


gether. 

You have now had a brief ſketch of the 
account given of this great tranſaction in the 
divinely inſpired Scripture, our only certain 


_ Informer. It preſents to our view all man- 
kind, who have ever lived, or who ſhall ever 


live and act as moral agents, preſent before 
the- tribunal of Chriſt; and what an im- 
menſe, what an auguſt appearance is here! 


x of 


with his own glory, and with the gle 


lions of his ſaints, and righteous men ſhining | 
in aaa — bodics——and ſank on _ 


10 judge the World. 


left all the wicked, their countenances over- Stn. Xx. 


| with ſhame, confufion, and | horror, 
and furrounded by the devil and his angels, 


trembling alſo and expecting their dreadful - 


doom. How do all mortal greatneſs and 
ſplendor, the largeſt and moſt pompous 


ſcenes and ſpectacles ſhrink and diſappear, | 
when we have in fixed thought and clear 
proſpect before us this grand aftembly | Here 


the mightieſt emperors are upon a level with 
their meaneſt ſubjects ; and if they have 
_ ated an impious, | tyranical and wicked 
and the other a pious and virtuous one, 
are ſunk diſtinguiſhingly below them. No 
diſtinctions of quality, birth, or rank; of 
fortune or wealth, of beauty, ſtrength, wit, 
pot — — avail here. All take 
to their moral qualities, their 

— or ill 9 of the talents and 
advantages they have poſſeſſed in life. Their 
glory is more diſtinguiſhed, or their ſhame 


more notorious, in proportion as they have 


been righteous or wicked, pious or ungod- 
ly. This, my friends, will ſoon become 


God, reaſonable, and free, and accountable ; 
and as ſurely- as God ſent his Son to be our 
Lawgiver, and hath appointed him to be our 


all men Þ 
mult all of us Joon n before this great 
1 tribunal, 


all awful reality. As ſurely as we now live 
the creatures of a moſt wife and righteous 


dge, of which be bath given aſſurance to Ads i. 
ning bim from the dead, fo ſurely 3'* 
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| Sex; X. tribunal, and every one of us bear à part, 


of this deciſive day. Certainly then, nothing 

. © concerns us like this, that we ſpend our re- 
maining life in ſuch a manner, as we ſhall 

be able to. anſwer with joy and a con- 
fidence before the bar of Chriſt ; -ſte? 

_ avoiding every indulgence and practice whack 

will not bear the light of this day; and 
chearfully practiſing all thoſe inſtances of 
piety, goodneſs, and charity, which will 


— then be received with, well done good and 
i Pet. i Faithful ſervant! As we therefore al 
17. the Father, who will ſhortly, without re 
of perſons, judge according to every man's work, 
er us paſs the time of our ſojourning here 
in. fear; and in a diligent preparation for the 
2 Pet. iii. coming of our Lord. When the beavens being 
10 an fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the elements melt 
with fervent beat, and the earth, and all the 
works that are therein, be burnt up. ay | 
wenn lead our thoughts to the ry 
4th Important article, that theſe great e- 

h vents ſhall take place at the end of our IE ; 
of which, with the proper improvement of 
this intereſting ſubject, 1 a treat 

next DiſcourſdG. 5 2 1 
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When the Son of Man ſhall come in bis e 
and all the boly Angels with him, tben hall | 
be fit upon the throne of his glory. And be- 
ore him ſhall be gathered all Nations; and 
. be ſhall ſeparate them one from - another, 
48 4 ene e bis _ Fad ths 
h "5d dt 02; 


x00 N tha: en! Diſconrle on Sx. xl 

iT & theſe words, I undertook: to treat 1 
of this Propoſition — Tat the 

5000 San of Man ſhall appear ar the 

| end of the: world, in a moſt ſolemn 


all mtr 7 — And that I might eſtabliſh 
your belief of this/important truth, and per- 
luade you: to live as thoſe who expect the | 
coming of your Lord, ed, lia; vigil 


| £1 Vor. T” F To 


pn manner, in order to bis judoins © 
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Sue. Xl. a 
en, .. To deſeribe as prove: this hacks 6: 


and proof of this glorious appearance 
Lord at the end of the world, in order to his 


judging all the human race, under the three 


Agel, and with ten thouſand of his. Saints. 
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4 NW 


pearance of the Son of Man at the end 
of the world, in order to the general 
Judgment. And, 


II. To ſhow you the wiſdom of God dif- 
Coverable in this diſpenſation, and the 


procticy uſes of it. 


I. 1 have in part given you the Anden 
of our 


re heads. 


N 


kk The rene pf war: Ae er 
to Judgment will be moſt tremendous, pro- 


per to ſtrike the minds of men with the 
deepeſt awe, and to introduce the laft Judg- 


ment, and the end of the world. 


©; Aſter theſe alarms given to the world 
to expect and prepare for his coming, the 


Jon of Man, who is alſo the Son of God, 
5 hall deſcend from heaven in 5, own glory, 


in the glory of bis Father, and of all bis boy 


The Son of God being arrived, ſhall 


| Fae. himſelf on a majeſtic throne, the trump 
of God ſhall ſound and rouze all the dead, 


who at the command of the Judge ſhall re- 


ſume their bodies, and return to life; all the 
P ring ſhall be- * and the "whole hu- 


man 


"'# 
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man race be brought by the d before 834. x1, 


the Judgment Seat of Chriſt.” 8 3 8 


that I treat of the 28) oft: e 10” 82 
4th Head; This olorious ming of our 
Lord ſhall 'be at the — of the wofld, that 
he may judge at once the whole human race. 
The 47 of this is evident from various teſ- 
timonies of Revelation; it will be enough to 
name two or three. The words of our 
Lord cited before are expreſs to this purpoſe. 
As therefore the tares are gatbered and burn Matt. ali 
in the fire, ſo ſhall it be at the end of this ** 
world. The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his 
Angels, and they ſhall gather out of bis king- 
dom all things that offend, and them 1who ' 45 | 
iniquity, and ſhall caft them intu a furnace of 
fire; there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of 
teetb. Then ſhall the ri 3 bine forth as 
the ſun in the kingdom 5 their Father. My 
Text alſo is full to this purpoſe; and to 
name no more, how plain and how awful 
is the declaration of St. Peter. The Heavens 3 pet. i 
and the Earth which are now; by the 9 7, 10. 
word are kept in Le reſerved unto fire," a. 
 gainſt' the day 2382 t and perdition 
ungodly men. The day of the Lord "will a 
as u thief in the night; in the-which the Hea- 
vent ſhall: paſs away 'with a great noiſe, and 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent beat ; the 
Earth alſo, and te wort that ans therein, 
ſhall be burnt up. The preſent being a ſtate 
of a for 5 the children of * 1M 
f 3 16 
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seg. XI; is moſt reaſonable to think, that the day of 
judgment, of diſpenſing fully and exactly 
rewards or puniſhments ta — ſhould 
not come until all whoſe natures. were 
ſuited, to the frame of the preſent world, 
* who. were deſigned to act their ſeveral parts 
EE itr like circumſtances, and amidſt like dif- 
ficulties and temptations, and who were to 
cultivate the ſame virtue and piety, and de- 
ED ſigned for the fame happineſs ; till all theſe 
had, paſſed their time of trial here. The 
Judge being equal to the work of judging 
all mankind at once, and this interpoſition 
of his being extraordinarily great and mag- 
nificent, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
it will be repeated oſtner than is neceſſary. 
Beſides, it ſeems in itſelf moſt 8 
that a race of beings, who have acted their 
part in like circumſtances, who have prac- 
tiſed the ſame fidelity and obedience, and 
are intitled to the ſame reward; or ho 
have indulged the ſame vicious paſſions, and 
--: .* muſt ſink into the en ſhould all 
appear in judgment together. The divine 
goadneſs, and love of virtue 2 piety will 
be as greatly, nay more gloriouſſy diſplayed, 
in rewarding at once all obedience of the 
* fame kind; and the divine holineſs and ab- 
horrence of ſin in condemning molt publick- 
ly, and at once, vice and wickedneſs of the 
3 ſame kind, as in twenty diſtinct days of 
. e — Va 1 A. 8 
k | u 
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Further, as God infinitely wiſe, when he $zx. XI 
firſt fixed the plan of our world, determin- e 
ed the number of men who ſhould take their 18. 
birth from Adam in ſucceſſive generations, xvi. 26. 
who according to this determination became hey i 
mortal: by bis ſin, and are reflored again to 1 Cor. "i 
life through the ohbedrence unto death of the 2 +5: 
Son of God, the | ſecond Adam; it ſeems, _ 
moſt worthy the divine wiſdom, and to 18. 
manifeſt a more extenfive reach of thought, 
as well as ſuperior power and goodneſs,” to 
deſign and effect, that all who were in- 
volved in the ſame common calamity, and - 
who are to be redeemed from it by the ſame 
perſon, ſhould appear at the ſame time; to 
give at once a compleat view of the malig- 

nity of ſin and diſobedience, and of the 
merit, the goodneſs, and the power of the 
Son of God, and of the infinite delight 
which the God, 1b is love, _ in te-! Job? ir. 
Warding goodneſs and obedience. 9 
Nor is it leſs worthy the . bene- 
volence, and holineſs: of the Deity to ap- 
point, that the fate of the viſible material 
world, on which we live, ſhould: be con- 
nected with the fate of its inhabitants, and 
both be conſummated together. This earth is | 
a ſtage, raiſed on purpoſe: for mankind to 
act their parts upon it; and when their time 
of acting is over, it is of courſe to be taken 
daovrn, having fully anſwered: the end for 

N it was erected. Neyelation informs, 
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2 Of the End of the World. 
Su. XI. us, that upon the diſobedience. of the firſt 
— pair, an alteration was made in the natural 
World. When fin entered the moral world, 
imperfection and natural evils took their 
palace in the material world. It became the 
wiſdom and holineſs of God to order, that 
- a place, which would be the ſcene of im- 
= perfect virtue and piety, and of great wick. 
Qdneſs, ſhould be a ſcene of but imperſece 
. viii, Pleaſures, and of many evils and pains. The 
earneſt expetiation of the creature waiteth far 
 * beautiful figure, as the world is ſometimes 
uiid to praiſe God, ſo here with beauty 
and „the frame of the world may 
be aid to-wait for that change in it, which 
is really to be deſired, and which is defign- 
ed ono day to take — It waiteth for 
the-manifeſiation of the ſons of God, For 'tbe 
CFraature wat made ſubjeft to vanity, not wit- 
425 but by reaſon of him who hath ſubjected 
the: ſame, either the Devil, or Adam; and it 
waiteth in lope; that: the creature itſelf alfa 
Hail ve delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
= This interpretation may receive fur- 
ther light and confirmation from this de- 
5 glargtion- of God, when he ſentenced Adam 
KB _— for his. . Becauſe thou baſi hear ks 
| We ened: unto the voice of thy wife, and bal eaten 
of the tres ef which I commanded thee ſaying, 
thou fhait not eat of it: Curſed is the ground 
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be days of thy life ; thorns alſo: and thiſiles sas. xs 
Nall it bring forth unto-thee, It is evident. 


to one who curiouſſy obſerves the preſent 
— of the world, that though in every 


we can diſcover the glorious ſignatures 
of unbounded wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs, yet it is not fitted e of 
perfect happineſs to man; and it wears in a 
vatiety of inſtances the marks of God's dif- 
pleaſure againſt the ſins of men, and parti- 
cularly of his + drowning the world, What 


large tracts of the earth are barren, or will 


yield nothing to men, without and 
obſtinate labours ? To ho — 
and unhealthy changes is tg te 
the air ſubject? What one climate is — 
which if it has peculiar a has not 
alſo its peculiar diſadvantages? And how 
impoſſible is it for any man, even the beſt; 
to be compleatly happy, as the natural world 
is now conſtituted ; even though all man- 
kind ſhould conſpire” to make hm 105 ſo? 
Theſe and the like inftances, which ſome 
* atheiftical Philoſophers would urge as obs 
af yg againſt the Being and Providence f 
and the world's formed by a 
bo gw mage good mind, are, inſtead of 
objectiono, bright evidences of his wiſdom, 
holineſs and goodneſs. h became; the wiſe 
| — enn —_ arms 

| 84 ab ound. 
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Srl. XI. abounding with vice, the tokens of his diſ- 
pleaſure in the, imperfection of its frame; 
that he might thus rouze the thoughtleſs 
and ſenſual to an apprehenſion of their 
guilt, and excite a ſtrong concern to recover 
the- favour of their Maker, to cultivate a 
more perfect virtue, and thus to prepare 
' themſelves for a more happy ſtate. The 
alwiſe goodneſs of God is alſo viſible in this 
conſtitution. Mankind not being intended 
to dwell always on this earth, but being on 
their trial for another and bigher — of 
exiſtence, in a capacity, of cultivating a vir- 
tuous and divine temper, and enjoying the 
ſatisfactions of it in a lower degree here, and 
| obliged to prefer (theſe above all ſenſual and 
earthly. indulgences, if they would enjoy 
them in perfection in another ſtate; it mani- 
feſts the divine goodneſs, when mankind 
were ſunk into ſo ſtrong an inclination to 
Preſent things, and their appetites to ſenſual 
good grown ſo eager, to mix imperfection 
pain and diſappointment with external en- 
and bodily pleaſures; to prevent 
our dating fatally upon them, and neglect- 
ing the nobler happineſs for which we were 
made. Imperfect as the world and its en- 
joyments ate, yet how few : heartily and 
ſteadily prefer the ſatisfactions of know- 
ledge; virtue and devotion, and treat the 
9 — with a juſt indifference? How many 
. * e n 10 FP 2 it, be 
. 1 2 its 
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its beauty be ſo much ſullied, and its charms $74. XI. . 
faded? How many then would be deluded 1 


to their ruin, how few happy, were this 
world more tempting ? The labour neceſſary 
to get proviſions from the earth is a proper 
corrective, or preſervative againſt luxury and 
vice. The frequent unwelcome changes in 
the external frame of things, naturally diſ- 
oſe us to ſeek happineſs within ourſelves, 
in the good order and improvement of our 
minds; and to depend for happineſs on a 
higher and more certain cauſe, a more un- 
changing good, the eternal God, and of 
courſe to qualify ourſelves for his favour by 
cultivating a diſpoſition like his, an habitual 
preference of what is juſt, benevolent, and 
morally beautiful. The-evils we are oblig 
tio endure, give alſo room for practiſing 
patience and reſignation to the divine diſ- 
poſal, and an integrity invincible by ſuffer- | 
ings, and for a tender compaſſion” and a 
nerous charity to the afflicted, and thus pre- 
pare us for a greater reward, and a more ex- 
alted happineſs in the end. The frame of 
the world is then you ſee admirably ſuited 
to the preſent ſtate of mankind, as proba- 
tioners for immortality; and that the ſeem- 
ing blots and imperfections are real beauties, 
and inſtances of conſummate wiſdom to an 
eye which takes into its view the whole 
plan. But then, as it is an inſtance of the 
ane wiſdom _ 3 to continue this 
oft! ſcene, 


* 8 


By $zx. XI. ſcene, as long as men, ſubje& to i 
tion and vice, and on their trial for a more 


ſo theſe ſame attributes require, that it ſhould 


| Happineſ 


ſhould be deſtroyed, 
mankind, for whom it was erected, ſhall bo 


\ 


Of the End of the Werld. 
mperfce- 


perfect ſtate, are to act theit parts upon its 


be removed, when the ends are anſwered 


for which it was erected. Imperfett as it is, 
din will be too good for the habitation” of ob- 


ſtinate condemned finners, who have trifled 
with the divine mercy, turned bis grace into 


. wortonneſs, and are become the juſt objects 
of his abhorrence. And every one will 


t ĩt is not perſect enough to be a ſeat of 


$ for thoſe, on whom God will pour 


out the riches of his benignity; whom at a 
vaſt expence he has fitted for compleat feli- 
city, and — PIRIE NAG -fak 


ſeſſion of it. 
II is therefore . to Reaſon, cant 


Ae e y Revelation, that the day of 

vdgment for all mankind: ſhould: be at the 
end of the world; and that this fabrick 
or quite e when 


removed from it, or intirely 
are therefore 


We 
juſtified in regarding thoſe ſub- 


| terraneous fires, which now frequently break 


_ forth, deform: the face of the earth, and pu- 
5 niſto ĩts wieked inhabitants as 


part of thoſe 
which the divine ven- 
prepared againſt that day, when 


geance bach 


deluges of flame ſhall every where burſt out, 


| eo the whole — and deſtrey — 


8 
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the ſeats and inſtruments of human pride, $4. XI. 5 75 


15 luxury, and ſenſuality when cities, pala 


ces. — gardens, flowery fields, hills gent- 
clothed with verdure and fruits, and 
Ls down on the valleys 


beneath them 
ſtreams which inrich every ay ar delight the 
eye, and charm the ear ; theſe ſhall al 
be loſt in one burning waſte, one horrid uni- 
form blaze — when the immenſe watry 
ſtores of the ocean ſhall evaporate into ſmoke, 
and leave its womb dry, and a prey to the 
prevailing fire and the everlaſting moun- 
tains crack, totter, fall, and melt away — 
when the wicked under condvinnation before 
the tribunal of the Son of God, ſhall with 
regret and ſee all their hopes and 
means of pleafure and happineſs periſh — 
and the with triumph behold this 
} cene vaniſhing, and the earth, caſt 
like gold into the fire, to come forth refined, 
ſeparated from all its droſs, ag amps wr" 
future inhabitants. 

Let this cloſe the ound procfies: 
the - Propoſition with which I began, That 
the Son of Man ſpall appear at the end of 
the world, in a moſt ſolemn and glorious 
manner for. the judgment of all © mankind, 


Let us now, as perſons moſt nearly intereſted = 


in theſe great events, make ſuch ſerious and 
wiſe reflections upon them, as may happily 
influence our future conduct, and our ac- 
7 before this end tribunal, ' And, 15 

; I, 


\ 


| Sex. Xt. 1. Latntlmiconhe ebenes Oel) bs 
8 - hath ſo well ſuited the awful preparations to 
' our Lord's coming, and the glory with which 
be ſhall appear, to the greatneſs and impor- 
tance of the diſpenſation, which will then be 
cloſed, and of the change which will thus be 
introduced. It is fit that a day which will 
determine the fates of millions of millions of 
1 reaſonable, and as to their ſpiritual part, im- 
=_—# ee eee with 
3 all its ſplendid lig lights and rich furniture was 
Prepared; yea more, for whoſe recovery and 
perfection the Son of God condeſcended to 
leave heaven, become incarnate and die; it 
was fit that a day, which ſhould cloſe ſuch 
a diſpenſation with the reſurrection and ap- 
pearance of all mankind before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, ſhould be thus ſolemnly uſh- 
 eredin;;. the face of the ſun turned into dark- 
meſs, and the face of the moon into blood, the 
Jars. appearing to Fall Jew: heaven, the ſea 
the waves roaring, and mens bearts failing | 
them for fear of - the: devouring. fires every 
where breaking out, and of the approaching 
majeſty of the Son of God, deſcending from 
heaven in his own glory, in the glory of his 
Father, and of all bis. boly Angels and Saints. 
Job At the creation of our world, che mernt 
xi 7. ars ſung for joy; that is, the angels, who for 
; their brightneſs may be called morning ſtars, 
. or. becauſe they were thought to preſide over, 
* Ann and move the. Gary of n Cm; 
elcent 
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deſcent of the divine Majeſty to g ive laws to Sax. XL 
a ſingle nation at mount Sinai, — awful, > r 
bow Iplendid was it! The -4i#th of our fu- nnd . 
ture Judge was introduced by a new Rar ap-Lake 1. 
pearing in heaven, and by a multitude 4 the 

heavenly: hoſt ſinging and praiſing God. His C 
death alſo, which was greatly ſubſervient 
to the deſign chat will be compleated at the raf. %. 
laſt Judgment, how magnificently was it ſo- Lale 
lemnized! An unuſual darkneſs for hours xi. 4 
veiled the far; the earth ſbooł, the rocks rent, 
and the graves were opened. And ſurely it 
is becoming the wiſdom of the ſupreme diſ- 
poſer, to ſuit the forerunners and attendants 
of our Lord's ſecand coming to the impor- 
tance of the concluding diſpenſation. And I 
appeal to any reaſonable mind, whether any 
ſcenes can be conceived more grand and aw- 
ful than thoſe which from the. ſcripture I 
bave repreſented to you, as introducing it; 
and whether the ſcripture account, as it ir fle | 

all our apprehenſions of. greatneſs, does not 
' alſo riſe above them? It has been obſerved by 
a ine writer, to the advantage of the Chrif- 
tian Revelation, and as a proof of the divine 
inſpiration. of the author and firſt publiſhers 
of it, how much their accounts of this tre- 
mendous event exceed for ſublimity and gran- 
deur any repreſentations of this ſort, given 
by the moſt elevated genius among the hea- 
then. ar ee los and nen 
cool FA. W | my 

h dear Till, ver i Ser. 37. . 


/ 


Sts. XI. pared: ue the account given of the 
| wy Judgment after death by 


N 
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Virgil who is yet 
allowed by all to have poſſeſſed as great and 


oorrect an imagination as any Pagan writer. 


force of numbers, for majeſty 


1 | ſtitute of the 3m 


What are the Stygian Lale, the Ferryman 
baron, the Dog Cerberus, the Court of Plurs, | 
or the three Judges of departed ſouls, _ 


raiſed by all the pomp of 
and tertor; * 


compared with the accounts of a future Judg- 
ment given in the New Teſtament, particu- 
larly with this ſhort account of St. ohn? And 
I Jaw a great white throne, and him that: ſat 
en it, from whoſe face the Earth and the Hea- 

vent fled away, and there was found no plate 
jr them. And I ſaw the dead ſmall and 
great fland before God, and the books were o- 
and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life: CO COTS 
the things written in the books" accuruing to 

| their works, Aud the ſea gave up the'dead 
who were in it, and death and the grave di 
 tevered up the dead ubo were in them; and 
they were judged every man according to their 
works. Was it not the knowledge of this ex- 
cellent Religion, that gave tu Milton's poetry 
a nobleneſs and ſublimity, with which no 

lauthen poets can compare? Could the adopt 
dd Sen of @ Carpenter," or poor Fiſhermen, de- 
of a "polite edu- 
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irradiated and inlarged the minds of his Apo- 
ſtles? If he who is to bear the chief part in 
the tranſactions of this day, had not by them 
informed us of its om and ER yo: 
neſs? - 
A. Womapdrom hoe haben 
apprehenſions of the dignity, glory, and power, 
of our exalted Saviour, who ſhall come thus 
attended to judge the world; and at whoſe. 
voice all the dead ſhall riſe; and learn alfo 
the dignity, hence refleed on all his faithful 
ſervants, on all true , Chriſtians. Divinely 


deſcriptions; if the Son of Man had not alſo Sun. xl. 
been the Sor of Gol; and if his Spirit had not —— : 


great muſt be-his dignity, to whom the Fa; John v. 


ther hath committed all Judgment, whom ** 
all his angels in all their ſplendor attend and 


obey, and 20 is Lord both of the dead an Rom, xiv. 


of the living. To whoſe authority, even death, 


earthly - fovereigns, ean ſet no limits, but 
death itſelf is his vaſſal; and they who have 
been a thouſand years dead, and their duſt 
ſcattered to the fartheſt regions of the world, 
are as intirely under his command to 
or reward, as the living. - Equally great muſt 


which bounds the power of the mightieſt W 


be his power, a whom the Father bath Si ven John v. 6. 


to have life in himſelf, and to produce an ef- 
feck like this. To give life in an inftant to 
millions of mildons, the creating whom, and 


indowing them with mortal bodies in thbe 


* * nn 80 is Juſtly nel 
1 on 


4 \ 
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S8. XI. oned a glotious inſtance of God's: almighty 
S power. How immeaſurably gteat the power 
| veſted in the Redeemer, which not only in 
the twinkling of an eye repalts theſe bodies, 
but renders countleſs numbers of them glori- 
ous, incorruptible, and immortal! A power 
which at once controuls the earth, the ſea, 
the air, and death and hell, and makes all 
. conſpire to ſerve the ends, and advance the 
F , glory. of his government! And how great 
3 „Will be his glory, when from the ruins of 
te earth and (ea, and the ſpoils of time and 
death, he ſhall raiſe in an inſtant ſo many re- 
gnular animated fotms; of which an innume- 
- :.--: Table multitode ſhall poſſeſs a ſplendor and 
beauty ſuperior to what this world ever ſaw, 
and reſembling the: glories of their ſovereign ; 
„and the whole collection wait his diſpoſal 
with the profoundeſt awe and ſubmiſſion, 
and, by bis word be determined to conſum- 
mate happineſs or miſery!l Who ever read 
the relation of the army 3 which Xerxes 
invaded Greece, | conſiſting, | according to the 
_+ Hiſtorian, of near two millions of men, 
without a ſecret aſtoniſhment at the power 
We a mortal; who could have ſo great a num- 
ber of his fellows-at his diſpoſal, and ready 
30 at all hazards to gratify his pleaſure, and even 
3 facrifice their lives? But what is the PR 
| ' of; this Prince, or what are theſe ſubjects, to 
the nee of the Redeemer? 


» $951 * ut el 21 8 7 iel 42 202% 19 The * 
doo 1 Herodotus a VII. 
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The dominion of Xerxes 'was ſhort Wel at Sek. XI. 
the longeſt, and liable to be broken or overW .]? 


turned by the inconſtancy and treachery of 
his ſubjects, or by the courage or policy of 
others; and during his command he was 
obliged to the folly, ambition or covetouſ- 
neſs of ſome, for the ſubjection of the reſt; 
whereas the power of the Redeemer is veſted 
in himſelf, and is abſolute; ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand of Angels, who excel in 

wiſdom and ſtrength, are intirely devoted to 
e and all the millions of millions of 
mankind; including Xerxes, and every other 
Sovereign, depend wholly for life and happi- 
neſs on his pleaſure. His dominion alſo is 
everlaſting, and he cannot only command 
them while alive, but raiſe them from the 
dead, and diſpoſe of all for nn as to 
bim ſeems beſt. | 

In conſequence of this, how great is the 
dignity and happineſs of all true Chriſtians, 
who are related to this auguſt Monarch, as 
members to their head, as friends and favou- 
rites to their great Maſter; yea, who are 


indulged by him in the title of Brethren ] lohn xx. 


With reaſon may they value themſelves 
on this relation, and with zeal and fidelity 
ſhould they endeavour to act up to it. With 
what indifference may they look down on the 
grandeur of the world, on kings, on every 
thing that has the appearance of magnifi-. 
cence, when it would tempt them from 

Vor. I. T their 
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Sas. XI. their allegiance to the King of Kings, or 
won terrify them into fin; when it would ſtand 


Gold l are pi 


in competition with the honour of being ap- 


proved by this glorious Sovereign now, and 
publickly owned, and eternally rewarded 


by him hereafter! It would not have been 


a thouſandth part ſo much beneath the fa- 


vourite of the Perſian Monarch, or beneath 
Xerxes himſelf, to flatter the meaneſt Gre- 


cian, and tremble at his frown; as it is be- 


neath a Chriſtian to be overawed by vice, 


though clothed with the imperial purple, and 


to ſuffer the ſmiles or frowns of ſuch a Prince 


| — from his regards and obedi- 


ence to the Lord of life. Let me add, what 


terror does this greatneſs and power of our 


Lord ſpeak to al the unfaithful and wicked! 
Though you take ſhelter in. death, in the 
bottom of the ſeas, or the depths of the earth, 

and the parts that once metal our bo- 


dies be — to the moſt diſtant extremi- 
ties of the world, you cannot thus 
vengeance, When he ſpeaks the word, the 

| earth, the ſea, the ee e you to 
his juſtice. 


eſcape his 


3. We may benanharn how acceptable to 
and goodneſs ; the reſurrection 


of all — to life being the reward 

granted to the perfection of theſe in our Sa- 

viour, to his perfect obedience unto death. 

When we read, that by the wilful tranſgreſ- 

rr e e 
. tere 
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tered, and prevailed over all their progeny, Sax. xl. 
a ſecret horror overſpreads our minds, nd 
we tremble at the thought of a God fo a- 
verſe to diſobedience. The reſurre&ion of 
all mankind to life yields a demonſtration 
equally clear, and infinitely more amiable, 
of the holineſs of God, of his love to piety 
and goodneſs in man, and his delight to re- 
ward them; who as he puniſhed the diſo- 
bedience of the firſt Adam with death to 
himſelf and all his deſcendants, rewards the 
perfect holineſs and obedience of the ſecond, 
with granting him'a power to reſtore all 
mankind to a life they loſt, and to a capacity 
of rendering this life everlaſting and con- 
pleatly happy. For as in or by Adam all die, Cor. xv: 
fo by Chrift ſhall all be made alive. And as by * 1 
one man's di obedience, many, that is the whole 18, 19. 
human race, were made finners, ſubjected to 
death, the puniſhment of Adam's fin, and 
thus treated as ſinners, ſo by one mams obedi- 
ence ſhall many, the fame number who were 
made ſinners by Adam's diſobedience, all 
mankind, be made rigbteous; be reſtored to 
2 the reward of righteouſneſs, thus treated 

$ righteous, and in their reſurrection be 
freed from all appearance of fharing in 
Adam's fin, and ſtand or fall for eternity 
by their own obedience or diſobedience, | 
being ſentenced according to what they thems- 2 Cor. v. 
ſelves have done, every one in bis body, whether 0 
good or bad. "Thus as by the * 

T 2 


ju dgment | 


| a7 


* 


* 
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SUR. XI. judgment came upon all men to condemnation ;. 


even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free 9 ng 


8. 


came upon all men unto juſhfication of life. 


| How greatly muſt God love piety and good- 


neſs, who rewards' the perfect obedience of 
the Redeemer. his intire 1 and devoted - 
neſs to his Father, and his generous good- 


neſs and compaſſion to mankind, and parti- 


cularly his dying for their ſalvation, in ſo il- 
luſtrious a manner, as on account of this to 


reſtore the world Adam had ruined! What 


greater evidence can the Deity give of his 
love to holineſs than this, wherein we ſee 
Omnipotence exerted, and as it were labour- 


ing, to repair, in an inſtant, all the ruin the 
ſin of man had introduced; and makipg all 


nature to concur to evidence his approbation 


of the perfection of holineſs in his Son made 


fleſh, and to reward it? It is not on ac- 


count of his relation to the Father as his only 
begotten Son, that he thus honours him, 


but becauſe be bumbled bimſelf, and became 
chedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. 
This God is unchangeable in his love. to ho- 
lineſs and goodneſs. What encouragement 
have we then to imitate the piety, purity, 
and generous benevolence of the Redeemer; 
being aſſured, that the God who ſo gloriouſly 


- rewarded theſe diſpoſitions i in his Son, will 


_ equally reward them in us, in-proportion to 
the exactneſs of our imitation. As nearly as 
we reſemble the Son in thoſe virtues, ſo near- 


* 
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ly ſhall we reſemble bim in glory and bliſs. Sax. xl. 
To him that overcometh, ſaith our Maſter, will cu 
I give to fit with me in my throne, as I over- 21. _ 

came, and am ſet down with my Father in bis 

throne. Therefore, | 

44. The glory and dignity to which our 
Lord is raiſed, and in which he ſhall come 

to judge the world, ſhould excite Chriſtians 

to a chearful imitation of their Lord in do- 

ing good, and promoting his intereſt amidſt 

diſgrace and ſufferings; and ſhould arm them 

againſt all the reproaches and terrors of the 
world, againſt the contempt with which the 
author of our Religion, his Religion, and the 
ſincere profeſſors of it, are treated by the 

great, and powerful, and reputed wiſe; and 

againſt all thoſe ſufferings to which our 

adherence to him, and the diſcharge of our 

duty may expoſe us. The diſciples of our 

Lord at firſt thought it a hard oY that 

they muſt take up their croſs and follow bim, Matt. x. 

and be content, though deſpiſed, ill. treated, 3* 

and perſecuted, and always poor and in want, xvi. 21. 

on account of their devotedneſs to their Maſ- 

ter, and hearty proſecution of the moſt ge- 

nerous deſign of the temporal and eternal 

happineſs of mankind. And they were ſcan- 
dalized at their Maſter's croſs, that the fon 

of God ſhould be delivered into the hands: of 

wicked men, be ſcourged, ſpit upon, crucified, 

and numbered with tranſgreſſors. But theſe 

prejudices held them no longer than their 

eBay Ignorance = 


0 Of the End of the laid. 
$#x. XI. ignorance of the ſecond coming of our Lord, 


A ＋＋ and the honours and rewards his faithful fol- 
| lowers would then receive. When they fully 


I = | 3 underſtood our Saviour's promiſe, Ye are they 


who bave continued with me in my temptations, 
and I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me; and ye fhall ſit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribe; of "8 
when they fully underſtood and firmly be- 
lieved the deſign of his coming in the 3 
_ of beaven wat power and great glory, that 
Rev. i. they abe pierced bim ſhould mourn; and they 
7- wo inſulted him be humbled in the duſt, 
they were then no longer offended at the croſs 
| of Chriſt, but oloried in it, and in their ſuf- 
1 Cor. i. ferings for his ſake, and Cbrift crucified to 
4 them was the wiſdom of God, and the power of = 
God. And let any one who conſiders what 
has been repreſented of the glorious coming 
of Chriſt to Judgment, ſay, whether this 
was not a reaſonable opinion, choice, and 
actice. What though it may be our lot to 
ive in an age, when our Religion 1s inſulted 
by the men of ſneer and banter, who ſit in the 
ea of the ſcornful ; what though we may 
be- treated as poor ſpirited timorous enthuſi- 
aſts, for regarding the laws of Chriſt, imita- 

ting his virtues, abſtaining from indulgences 
forbidden by him, and zealouſly ſerving his 
Intereſt; what though the great and power- 
ful deſpiſe and treat with injuries a Religion, 
which would Ty Joy our * curb their 


Power, 
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power, and reſtrain their licentious paſſions ; Sn. XI. 
and hate thoſe, who by profeſſing and prac. - 
tiſing this Religion, are a continual reproof 
and torment to them: what though we 
may be almoſt alone in the profeſſion and 
practice of genuine Chriſtianity, in the imi- 
tation of our Lord in piety, reſignation, hu- 
mility, beneficence, and a ſteady preference 
of the ſatisfactions of goodneſs and devotion, 
of the honour of God, and the intereſts of 
our Redeemer, before the pomp, pleaſures, 
or riches of the world, and be pointed at as 
fools for our choice ; what a nile is all this 
to one, who has in his eye the abaſement and 
glories of his great Maſter, and the ſolemn 
pomp of the laſt day! When a new ſcene 
ſhall take place, when they who ſcoffing aid, 
where is the promiſe of bis coming, ſhall cry * n. 
to the rocks to fall on them, an 'bide them © | 
from his face, and from his «wrath. When Rev. vi. 
they who treated us as fools for prefering + 
what God approved, for imitating his Son, 
and deſpiſing the allurements of the world, 
ſhall hang their heads with confuſion and 
aſtoniſhment at their own folly - and by the 
viſible deſpair, which is the fruit of their 
conduct, own the wiſdom of ours, which 
was the oppoſite of theirs. When the late 
great men and princes and mighty men, 
who ſaid, ler us break his bands aſunder, and 
caſt bis yoke from us, ſhall be bad in derifion 
by him; appearing before his throne as fub- 

T 4 miſſive, 
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xf. XI. miſſive, and as deſtitute of all ſupport and 
ditſtinction as their meaneſt vaſſals, and re- 


C. 


nor until the Happineſs of all "who {ball be 


ceive a diſgrace, great as their abuſed power 


and influence. When millions of attendant 


Angels ſhall. crown with their approbation 


the faithful ſervants of Chriſt, and abundantly 
compenſate them for any reproaches now caſt 


upon them, yea, when all wicked men and 
devils ſhall approve them. Good God, what 


z mere trifle. is all the honour or diſgrace of 


the preſent life, compared with the honours 


or infamy of the laſt day! How cheaply are 


its glories purchaſed, by ſuffering perſecutian 
and contempt here! How happy they who 
dare to imitate the example of the Son of 


. God; and who being conformed to his hu- 
' miliation and ſufferings, are aſſured of being 


conformed. alſo to his glory and bleſſedneſs! 


The miſtaken apprehenſions of men cannot 


alter the real nature of things. Men's ſay- 
ing there is no God, or th. t Jeſus is not 


the Son of God, will not deſtroy the exiſ- 


tence of God, or the relation of Jeſus to him. 
And men's deſpiſing the warnings of his ap- 


2 The. i. pearance will not prevent bis coming, at the 
time appointed, in flaming fire to take ven- 


geance on thoſe who know not God, and who 
wy. not the Goſpel of bis Son. 
We may learn hence the dignity and 


| excellence of the chriſtian diſpenſation, which 


ſhall not receive a period but with the world ; 


meet 


"SF TT . 
1 
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meet for life eternal is accompliſhed. The Sx. XI 
* Apoſtle urges it with juſtice, as an argu- — 
- ment of the excellence of the Goſpel above 
the Law, that the Law was deſigned only 
to ne the other, and to vaniſh at its 
appearing; to maintain for a while the 
| knowledge and worſhip of the true God 
in the world, and by its precepts, ſacrifices, 
and other rites to make men ſenuuble of their 
need of a Saviour, and to prepare them for 
receiving him. Whereas the Goſpel, as it 
exceeded the Law and all other Resta 
in the dignity of the perſon by whom it was 
revealed, ſo alſo in the nobleneſs of its de- 
ſign, and the perpetuity of its duration. Till 
the ſun ceaſes to riſe or ſet, or this earth to 
revolve regularly around it; till ſummer and 
winter ceaſe their e e and till man- 
kind ceaſe to live on this world as proba- 
tioners for the perfection of goodneſs, and cf Ay 
of happineſs, the Goſpel inſtitution ſhall - 
not ceale. And when it ceaſes, it is not i 
as imperfect, and incapable of anſwering 
its great end, or as giving place to any 
other, but becauſe the ſcheme of God for 
the happineſs of man is then filled up; 
and all meet for it arg ſealed for life eter- 
pal, le is reckoned a mark-of the ſuperior 
| | genius 


in See the Epille to the Helinews, and Galatians, Ch. ii. 
iy. 8 ; 


N 
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Ses. Xt. genius of ſome + Writers, and is a praiſe 
— confered on their uncommon merit, that 
their writings have long ſurvived them, and 
ſhall live as long as the world; this honour 
belongs- to the Goſpel, not only on account 
of the excellence of its doctrines and 
cepts, which will cauſe. it to be read, be- 
lieved, and obeyed, as long as there is 
i ſenſe or virtue in the world; but the fate of 
> © the natural world is linked with that of the 
| | Goſpel, and this great machine ſhall no 
longer be preſerved in its order and motions, 
when the purpoſes of the other are anſwered. 
With what regard ſhould this inſpire us for 
thoſe divine writings ; with what care ſhould 
we ſtudy them, and govern our conduct by 
their directions, eſteeming it of the greateſt 
1mportance to ourſelves to fall in with their 
f great deſign, when they contain the laſt and 
mamoſt perfect ſcheme of infinite wiſdom and 
1 goodneſs for our eternal felicity; and when 
- not only we ourſelves ſhall be determined to 
| © | Immortal bliſs, or everlaſting deſtruction, by 
their deciſions, but the fate of all the material | 
and animal world hangs upon it ? ha 
: 6. That this world ſhall have a period, 
ww our Lord comes to . ſhould 


ingage 
1 Then all the wide * ſkie, ; 


And all the harmonious worlds on high, 
Pat e Bs. 
CowLEY. 


- 
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ingage us to admire and imitate the wiſdom Six. XI. 
of thoſe, who chuſe their happineſs in the e 
divine favour, in an imitation of the virtues 
of his Son now, and in a ſhare in his hookah”. 
and rewards at laſt ; a happineſs which ſhall 
then commence in its full perfection to en- 
dure for ever, when the happineſs of the ſen- 
ſual worldling ſhall for ever end. Know vain 
man who makeſt this world thy God, who _ 
prefereſt the pleaſures of wealth before the | 
ſatisfactions of piety, juſtice, and charity; 5 
the indulgences of ſenſuality before the ſatiſ- 1 
factions of devotion, of the love and reſem- | 
blance of the Deity, and of a mind raiſed 
above fleſhly and periſhing purſuits ; and 
.who prefereſt the pomp of this world, and 
making a figure at preſent in the eyes of ill- 
Judging mortals, before the honour of the di- 
vine approbation, before the ſatisfactions and 
triumphs of conſcious goodneſs, and the glo- 
ries of the great day, and of immortality. 
| Know vain man, thou ſhalt not only be 

removed by death from the portion and * 
happineſs thou haſt choſen, thy ſoul be di- 
veſted of all its real and imaginary good, and 
turned naked and deſtitute into the inviſible 
world, to pine and languiſh till the day of 
judgment ; but thy God itſelf, the object of 
thy deſires, hopes and labours, ſhall be de- 
x to cut thee off from any vain hopes 
of happineſs in a return to it, this world 
1 * he burnt * And what wilt thou ny 
\ oO? 


Of. thi" Bd 'of de Merl. 


Sx. Xt:do.? Say now,” vrho is the wiſeſt, who the 
( happieſt man. Is not he ſo who now en- 


joys the world agreably to the rules of 
Reaſon and Religion, paſſes through it as a 
ſtranger, and who when this ſcene ſhall 
paſs away, ſhall not be abandoned to utter 
want and wretchedneſs; but be received to 
à heavenly country, endleſs pleaſures, / im- 
mortal glory, and to treaſures which cannot 
be taken or waſte away? Say now, who was 
the wiſe man. He certainly who refuſed a 
tempting opportunity of forbidden pleaſure 
or unjuſt gain, and ſcorned to ſacrifice his 


conſcience to the opinions of the world, to 
the ap 


glauſes or cenſures of men. Are not 
the Habours of the Redeemer's Court, a ſuf- 
ficient recompence for the miſapplied diſ- 
grace of the preſent ſcene? Are not thoſe 
manſions of bliſs which are prepared for 
hi; a ſufficient compenſation for the guilty 
plealures he denied himſelf? Is it not better 
to regard and purſue, above all things, our 
intereſts in the heavenly country, which can 
never be ruined, and pleaſures as laſting, as 
they are perfect and valuable; than to toil, 
and ſacrifice thy eaſe, virtue, conſcience, 
true peace of mind, and the purity and per- 
fection of thy nature, to the low debaſing 
purſuits of the preſent world ? Since all the 
vain. opinions of men, all the opportunities 


for ſenſual pleaſure, all the ſeats of human 


250 grondeuc, and all ou aches; ſhall receive 
| | e 
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at once an intire end; and when the Saint Sa. XI. 
enters on a happineſs which ſhall laſt as long g 
as his own immortal nature, or the eternal 
God; thou ſhalt be condemned to pine and 
ſuffer under tormenting want and fierce de- 
ſires, ſhalt curſe thy folly when it is for ever 
too late to be wiſer ; and ſee the value of the 
heaven from which thou art excluded, when 
thou wilt not be able to take refuge in a 
world, thou wouldſt then deſpiſe. We all 
profeſs to believe theſe truths, but when 
ſhall we be wiſe enough to act with ſteddi - 
neſs, according to our belief? When readily 
ſacrifice opportunities for ſenſual pleaſore to 
the pleaſures of devotion, or opporta uities 
for gain, to thoſe of laying up heavenly 
treaſure by doing good to mankind? At the 
pearance of the concluding ſcene of the 
world, we ſhall all own it to have been π 
wiſdom; and why will you not act now, as 2 
otherwiſe you will wiſh, too late, you had * 
acted? Your convictions now, if purſued, TY 
will lead you to everlaſting honour and ha 
pineſs ; neglected now, they will then only. 
aggravate your miſery and deſpair. | | 
7. The appearance of the Angels in all 
this:ſplendour. at the day of — is a 
proper reward of their zeal. and devotedneſs 
to God and to Chriſt, of their hearty. ingage- 
ment in advancing the intereſts of holineſs, 
of their condeſcending love to mankind, and 
all the labours 1 have undergone for their 
1 | oe a 


- Sen. XI. happineſs. As they have imitated the vir- 


from puti 


have all along 


and trerabling at his power, whom they 
_ revierenced, loved, and delightfally 
How great will be their ſatisfaction in be- 
huolding the honours confered on the good, 
- and conducting 
of heaven; whoſe virtue they have aſſiſted, 
and for whoſe fake they have often deſcend- 
and tri- 
umph will they behold the grand adverſa- 
ry Satan and his Angels, whom they have 


in the bottomleſs pit, and i 
more to tempt or deſtroy! And as theſe 
. triumphs of the holy Angels 
great, and their ſatisfactions riſe very high, 


[ 03 
* * 
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: EDT tues! and ſhared the labours of the Redeem- 


13 


er, it is fit they ſhould ſhare the honours of 
the laſt day, and the ſatisfactions ariſing from 


the accompliſhment of the grand defign; 
ing an utter end to ſin and death, 
to the intereſts and power of Satan, from 


compleating the happineſs of ſo many milli- 


ons, who are never more to fin, or be in 


| danger, and diſplaying the wiſdom and juſ- 
tice of God in the deſtruction of the meor- 
_ rigible. How-high will their tranſports riſe, 
when they ſee in its height of power and ma- 


jeſty the kingdom of the Son, which they 
taboured to advance; ; fee him 


ackn and obeyed by all mankind, the 
moſt obſtinate bending beneath his authority, 
have 
ſerved! 


them to the glory and bliſs 


ed from heaven! With vrhat joy 


o long and counter worked, ſhut up 


will be very 


+ 
* 


ed evet 
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fd in e will their joys and triumphs Sar. XI. 
riſe ; —_ have acted on earth, in a greater —vY— 


or leſs degree, like guardian Angels to men, 


been devoted to the intereſts of the Re- 


| 2 and laboured to ſerve the everlaſt- 
g bleſſedneſs of thoſe whom he died to 
fave, and to their utmoſt,- in their ſeveral 


ſtations, endeavoured to ſubvert the empire 


of ſin and the Devil. 


8. That the day of — * ſhall 12 


be at the end of the world, accounts for 


God's bearing ſo long with a ſinful race; . 


and ſhows, that it is not owing to an 


ference in regard of holineſs or fin. St. Peter 2 Per. iii, 
of ſinners, built on + — 


overturns the vain hope 
the divine forbearance, by puting them in 


This world being 


been tried upon it; and it being 
that this great ſtage ſhould be then deſtroy- 


ed, and all who had acted on it be judged; 
it is evidently a vain hope with which ſin- 
nets flatter) themſelves, on account of the 


patience and forbearance of God. They 


might as well imagine, becauſe every of= . 
fender againſt the State is not immediately 


tried — executed, that the Sovereign is not 


mind, that the day of the Lord would — 
tainly come, when the earth; and all tbe 
works that are therein, pull "be burnt. 1. 
in its frame adapted to a 
ſtate of trial, and of imperfect virtue and 
piety ; and it being expedient that it ſhould . 
continue until all whoſe nature was alike bad 


. 
* 
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Stn. XI. an enemy to rebellion, and will not puniſh 


it; though the offenders are ane ny 


commited to fafe cuſtody, have a day fixed 
for their trial, ſuffer the miſeries of im- 
priſonment, and of ſad proſpects of ap- 


” _  _ proaching condemnation and death. What 
1 * though ſome thouſands of years may yet in- 


tervene between thy death, preſuming ſin- 

ner, and the laſt Judgment, as will certainly 

be the caſe of many notorious ſinners of paſt 

ages, thou haſt yet no reaſon, on this ac- 

count, to incourage thyſelf with hopes of 

- impunity,” or of * in the duſt, unre- 
gearded by thy offended Sovereign. Immedi- 
redet l. ately after death tby foul returns 1b God, will 
7a, ; know its doom, and be kept in ſafe cuſtody, 
25. to feel the tormements of thy own guilty 


— 8 xvi. reflections, and raging and unſatisfied deſires, 


to pine under the want of all good, and be 


| Heb. x. tortured, with the fearful looking for of judg- 
27 ment and fiery indignation, which ail con- 


_ Jume-all ithe adverſaries of God, and of his 
Son Jeſus. Is it not much juſter reaſoning, 

a righteous God muſt abhor fin and diſobe- 
dience perfectly, ſince when mankind have 
had a proper time of trial, he will even burn 
the world which has been the ſcene of their 
gullt and diſobedience; as by the Jewiſh 
Law he ordered the houſe "nfected with 

_ Leproſy to be intirely razed ?. The delay of 
thy puniſhment: will only be an aggravation 

* * thou wilt _ have the- more wit- 


neſſes 
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deſſes of thy guilt and chndeatibatichis Ind dn Alg 


be tottured with the fight of the More mils — : 


lions of happy ſpirits,” who! having triumph- 


ed::over the temptations: and oppoſition to 


which thou haſt yielded, ſhall fully demon- 
ſtrate that thy guilt and miſery were thy 


wiltul choice, and thall therefore be my | 


jon. . 100 182 lern > - C43 VC ot oy 7 


Wo. Finally. What: terror — this ſpeak to all 44 
the wicked, though the moſt haughty, great, 


and powerful of men; and how. ſhould it 


humble their pride, confound their inſolence, 


and wither their ſtrength! Lo no w- 


haps triumph in ſucceſsful wickedneſs, and | 


are-furcounded with flatterers, 'who:gild-oveo 
your vices ; while: perſons who would _ 
 yau-(their; deformity, ſhow: you your real 
ſelves, dare not, or cannot approach 
vou glory 
the number of your ſubjects or dependatts; 
or the greatneſs of your riches; which make 

you gazed and wondered at by the thought- 


yous 


leſs * and place you above the teach 


of human juſtice. . Swelling with pride you 
ſay, our power, our lands, out wealth, are 
our-own ; % it Lord: over: us? Is: there 


knowledge in tbe naſt bigh ? | How-proſperaus, 
| howittiumphant are we! While yonder gro- 
velling duretches, who: are ſcripylobſly juſt 


and religious, and by ſelf· denial, purity and 
charity ive to pleaſe God, and hope to be 


in the ſtrength of your alliances; 


happy in his favour, ate deceived: i in their ex: | 


Vor. A. U peQations. > , 


L 


290 Of the Bnd of. the World. 


Sx. Al. pectations. Suppoſe this to be your ſtate and 
Cv your age, and that a righteous: Provi- 


dence does not in this life break in pieces 
viſionary. oppo but it laſts till death. 
Yet know, that death will put an end, 2 
certain dreadful end, to all your pride, and 
inſolence, and power; and a righteous Judg- 
4 ment follow to compleat your confuſion and 
Palm 1. miſery. © For our God will come, and will not 
keep ſilence, a fire ſhall devour before him, 
and it ſhall be very tempeſiuous round about 
him. Dou ſhall be caſt into deſtrufion in a 
moment. What will it avail you to have been 

for a few days exempt from human juſtice, 

when you thall lie open to the vengeance of 

' God, and the condemnation of his Son? 
What will it avail to have fmiled and vaunt- 

ed a while, amidſt ſucceſsful crimes and ſer- 

vile flatteries? What horrors will ſucceed to 
theſe, when you ſhall ſee the Son of God de- 

| feending from heaven with all his Angels and 

Saints, and you, who have been the idols of 

the unthinking many; ſhall be found objects 

only of contempt and abhorrence in the fight 

of God, of Jeſus, of all his holy Angels, of 

all good men, and be deſpiſed even by your 

former baſe flatterers; ſhall hide your heads 

in the duſt but in vain ; ſhall be draged from 

your hiding places, and become the publick 

abhorrence of all mankind, and the ſport of 

devils! What would thouſands of guards and 

N avail you the power of the 

5 KRedeemer, 
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Redeemer, when be ſhall come with his mighty gez. XI. 
Angels in flaming fire to take vengeance f 
thoſe nobo know not God, and obey not the Goſs 
fel of bis Son? I cannot envy your ſhort 
lived triumphs, your - wickedneſs forbids our 
pity; and contempt is all that will remain 
for you with God, with the great Judge, 
with good Angels and good men; everlaſt- 
ing contempt, attended with the horrors of 
a ſelf-condemning conſcience, and the tor- 
ments of that lake which burneth with fire Rev. xx), 
and brimſtone. May the apprehenſion of this 
rouze every finer to flee from the wrath to 
come; and every good man 70 be diligent, Is 
that at the coming. of our Lord, be may 6 
found of bim in peace wi tout pet and — 
teſs. . 
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2 Cox! "ve" 10. 


"oa we muſt 2ll ap appear before the. Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according to 


that be bath done, whether 15 be good or bad. 


H1S moſt important truth of a 
future general Judgment is men- 
tioned by St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, as à reaſon why he made 
, it the 1 5 of his life to be ac- 


cepted of Chriſt ; and as the great argument 


which he urged upon mankind to perſuade 
them to repent and obey the Goſpel. And 


can a ſtronger motive be urged? If we all 
act under the conſtant obſervation of God, 


"who Tees our nerve and takes notice of 


. * 


every 


} 


| Of the Certainty &c. | 29 2. 
every thought and action; if 48 it it Ab- Sex. XII. 
pointed for all men once to die, fo after this the = "JF 
Judgment; and if at the laſt great day, the 25. a 
eternal ſtates of all will be — for 5 
happineſs or miſery, according as they have 
obeyed or diſobeyed the will of God, whe- 
ther made known to them by the light of 
Reaſon alone, or by that and the Goſpel- 
Revelation in conjunction; if this be ae a 
truth of our caſe, then certainly nothing 
concerns us in compariſon of this, that we 
know the will of God, and that we practiſe 
it; that if we have offended we immedi- 
ately repent, and be reconciled to God, and x Car v. 
bring forth fruits meet for repentunce; and Rau.! 1. 
heartily endeavour that our future conduct 8. 
be ſuch, as; will procure for us the full ap- 
probation of our Judge; and through the 
immenſe goodneſs of God, and the merits 
of Chriſt, the reward of eternal life and 
happineſs. And this, my Friends, is un- 
doubtedly our real caſe. Every one of us, 
as ſurely as he now lives the creature of 
God, | reaſonable and free, and 'acquainted _ 
with the Goſpel, which teaches, denying un- * d. 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, rigb- 
reoufly, and godly in the preſent world; looking 
Jer the bleſſed wag and the glorious appear- | 
ing of the great God, and of our”, Saviour 
4 Feſus Chriſt; - will after death be ſummoned | 
before the tribunal of the Son of God, 1 
where every ori 117 be brought into Judg- Eeclel aun. 
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Sxx, XII. ment, with every ſecret thing ; where glory, 


Rom. ii. 
7. 


ſhall be rendered to a 


Bet” honour, and immortality 


patient continuance in well doing, but indig- 


nation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh to 
every foul of man that doth evil.” 
We all profeſs to believe this, but how 


| few live as if they believed it! How few 


life? It were impoſſible we ſhould act at 


avoid with their utmoſt care all thoſe in- 
ſtances of ſin and diſobedience, to which 
the Goſpel ex y threatens the diſpleaſure 
of God, and the damnation of Hell! How 


few are as much afraid of being damned, as 
of being poor and wretched in this world | 
Who ftrives as earneſtly 
; Chriſt and to be happy for ever, as to pleaſe 


to be 


approved of 


men, and to be rich and eaſy during a ſhort 


this rate, did we ſeriouſly and often conſider | 
the great truth delivered by the Apoſtle in 
the Text, That we muſt all appear before 


the" Judgment Seat of Chrift, that every one 


may receive the things done in bis Body, ac- 
rording to that he bath done, whether it be 


good or bad. This therefore, my Friends, I 1 


would now call you ſeriouſly to conſider ; 
and this the Providence of God, which is 
continually ſummoning ſome or other of our 


Acquaintance out of this life into the ever- 


292 77 the tri account, whigh we mpſt all ſoon 


laſting ſtate, 'ealls us ald to conſider. - God 


rant we may be fo wiſe as to comply with 
is calls; and ſo conſider and prepare for 


render 
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render to the Judge of quick and dead, that Sis. XII. 
he may approve us, and adjudge us to life .. 
eternal. May none of us render our guilt 1. 
and our final condemnation more dreadful, 
by continuing to deſpiſe the warning. 

St. Paul's words contain ſeveral i 
particulars, relating to the future Judgment, 
wiz. the certainty of it, we muſt all appear; 
the perſon appointed to be Judge, before the * 
Judgment Seat of Cbriſt; the manner of this 
Judgment, as moſt publick and equitable, we 
muſt all ar, and receive man ac- 
cording to that be hath done; the perſons to 
be tried, all muſi appear; and the actions 
for which we are to be accountable, ba- 
ever ue have done in the Body, whether good 
or bad. Of each of theſe I ſhall — in 
their order. 


I. I would call you to confiler the oe. 
tainty of this grand event, we. muſt all ap- 
-It is the unalterable tment of 
God the ſupreme Governour of the world, 
founded upon the beſt reaſons ; and an ap- 
pointment which we can by no means ſet 
aſide. The God in vbom we live and move Adr xii, 
and have our being, it is plain muſt know 28. 
whatever we think or do; ene aw. 
that formed the eye ſee; and be that 
man 9 ſhall not be tou? rs 
righteous Lord louerh righteouſneſs, and bateth /- 


1 Tim, iv. | 


iniguityz and the almighty Creator who ſpale 
us . being, can with equal eaſe command 
| | | our 


U'4. 


— — — — 
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Sek. XII. our bodies from the grave, reunite them to 


* our ſouls; bring us before his bar, and after 


; 1 1 N 


Pſalm 
ei juſtice, nor reſiſt his power. 


13. 


64. 
_ 


„ fair trial, — puniſh us in the ever- 


laſting ſtate according as we have deſerved, 
We c can neither -flee from bis ene evade 


25 To that he will thus bring us into Judg- 
ment, he hath often and expreſly aſſured us 
in bis word. Nothing can be more plain 
and determinate than the declaration of the 
inſpired: Apoſtle in the Text, who received 


5 i. _ n great truth from the Judge himſelf, ap- 


ee to him in glory after his reſutrec- 

: We: muſt all appear before the Fudg- 
Ts Cutting Cbriſt, — Would we have 
ar greater authority for this moſt intereſting 


truth? We have: that of the Son of God 


himſelf, who having preached the doctrine 
of a, general Reſurtection and final judg- 
ment, confirmed it by his teſtimony when 


Mat. xxvi.zin view of death, that he would come again 
in tbe clindt o/ beaven, /iting on the rigbt 


Land of, power ;\and toi place his prediction 
above all teaſonable doubt of its being ac- 


dompliſhed, roſe again ſrom the dead, and 


ein the ſight of great numbers aſcended on 


2 cloud into. —— attended by Angels; in 
like manner as he {hall come from thence to 
„Judge the World. Hear his 


plain and eEX& - 


Joha v. preſs words. The baur is coming, in 10hicb 


28. 


ll that rare: in tbe graves ſball bear ibe 


1 de a m7 * frall —_— 
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they that have. done good unto the reſurrection Sex. X1L. 
25 52 and tbey that bave dbne evil unto . 
refurreftion' of damnation. The ſamm 
| — which ſaid with efficacy to the dead, 
Lazarus, come forth of the tomb, and was John xi. 
immediately obeyed; ſhall in like manner be 43. 
obeyed by all the dead, when he ſhall ſay. 
Awake ye dead, and come to Judgment. Inn; 
the 2 5th Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
the ſame divine perſon informs us at large 
of the manner of his coming, and of the 
proceedings at his tribunal, and of the ſen- 
tences of approbation or condemnation which 
would paſs upon many, with the reaſons of 
each, and the full execution of them. Other 
paſſages of Scripture, which declare this im- 
ant doctrine,” are too many to be quo- 
ted; and theſe which Þ have cited are ſo 
. expreſs, as to make it unneceſſaty to men f 
tion more by way of proof, to thoſe who { ... 
believe the Goſpel, which teaches it in al- : 
molt every page. Should any deſire further 
proofs, they have the * teſtimony of almoſt 
all mankind, who have agreed in the 
ral truth of a future ſtate of Judgment and 
retribution, to ſupport which Reaſon furniſhes 
ſolid: proofs. The hiſtory of all nations and 
all ages informs us, that they have believed 
a future ſtate of recompences, though they 
ps e e * — nal e par- 
03953 ves; + ticulars 


6 MY permanere animos TORT nationum | 
amnium — Cic. Tuſc. 1 1. . 16. 


., 
* 


* 
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Sex; XII. ticulars with the 
> following Reaſons, obvious to all who think, 
ſeem to have led them into this no or at 


3 natural 


* 


Off the Certeinty | 
general truth; and the twa 


leaſt to have confirmed them in it. 


1. PPP 


of being accountable creatures; by nature 
reaſonable and free, capable of diſcerning a 
moral difference in actions, of chuſing good 
and refuſing evil, capable of — well 
or ill, and actually deſerving one or the 
other. God having in the conſtitution of 
our nature made us ſubjects of mo- 
ral government, of which a principal part 
is the diſtribution of ſuitable rewards or 
puniſhments, it is evident the wiſdom. viſi- 
ble in our frame will direct him to 


with us according to the nature he hath 


85 given us, and accor to our . improve» 
ment or abuſe of our moral powers. Had 
he deſigned us to periſh like the brutes, 


without being rewarded or puniſhed at the 


concluſion of this ſtate of trial, we ſhould 
like the brutes have been made without all 
thty to a 


ing him, of diſcerning. between moral 
and evil, and of * accordingly, and 


| unapprehenſive of a future Judgment. Our 
apprehenſions of 


good or ill deſert, 
our natural + and fears of being reward- 


ccd or puniſhed, and even our doubts and 
diſputes as to our being related I 


2 pprehend God our maker, and 
our obligations to him; incapable of know- 


of a future Judgment. 


his ſubject 


s, and accountable to him, are an Sz. XII. 


evident proof that we are accountable to 


him; ſince otherwiſe like the beaſts we 
ſhould have been intirely free from hopes 
and fears and inquiries, which no way be- 
long to beings formed by God not to be 
the ſubjects of moral government; whereas 
by the rational nature which God has given 
him, he plainly tells every man, Thou art 
an accountable creature, and ſhalt give an ac- 

count of thyſelf unto Gad. ; 
We haye not a better rule by which to 
judge with certainty of the delgn of God 
in any of his works, than the nature of 
theſe productions, and their manifeſt fitneſs 
to anſwer a certain end. For as a moſt wiſe 
Being certainly knows what he does, he 
cannot but defign the accompliſhment of 
that end; to which, with the moſt deep and 
exact contrivance, he hath ſuited the nature 
and powers of the creature he produces. 
Thus we conclude with certainty and with- 
out heſitation, that the eyes were defigned 
for ſeeing, and the feet for walking, becauſe. 

all their parts are evidently fited for theſe 
ſes. And with like reaſon we con- 
e, that God will call men to account; 

— men are in every reſpe&t formed 
as accountable creatures ſhould be. All 
men have an apprehenſion of a right and 
wrong in actions; that ſome actions are to 
0 and render 2 
| whos - 
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Sex; XII. who practiſe them deſervedly eſteemed: and 
beloved by God and men; and that the 


contrary actions render men juſtly odious 
and puniſhable. They are alſo conſcious to 
a power of acting one way or another, and 
of doing oftentimes what they inwardly ap- 
ove or condemn. For they are alſo ca- 
pable of other pleaſures and pains, than 
ſuch as naturally ariſe from acting well or 
ill; and are fo circumſtanced, that by do- 
ing what their conſciences condemn th 
may oftentimes gain ſome ſenſual pleaſure, 
or ſerve ſome worldly: intereſt ; or by ad- 
2 to the dictates of their conſciences 
loſe ſome preſent bodily pleaſures, or ex- 
poſe themſelves to preſent ſenſible evils and 
ſufferings. By this fituation proper trial is 
made, whether they will cleave to what is 
morally good, or forſake it to gain what 
will gratify their. ſenſes or inferior paſſions. 
They have alſo abilities and advantages for 
making ſuch diſcoveries of the perfections 
and providence of God, of the obligations of 
their duty, and of the happineſs which will 
follow-the practice of it, as may, if they are 
conſiderate and honeſtly diſpoſed, inable 
them to triumph over temptations, and ad- 


bere to their duty; though not for diſcern- 


ing without uncommon attention ſuch clear 
and ſtrong and irreſiſtible evidences of theſe 
great truths, as ſhall, by making them as it 
oro to ee God en with them, 05 | 
SA ready 


8 
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ready to puniſh their diſobedience, or re- See; XII, 
ward their virtue, in a manner force them were 
to abſtain from wickedneſs; and-be obedient 
unto God. As God therefore has formed 'Y 
mankind, and fituated them, exactly as | 
Reaſon tells us he would do, if he — 
this life for a ſtate of trial, and the next of | 
reward and puniſhment; we are warranted - 
with certainty to conclude, that he really 
tries men in the preſent ſtate, and will re- 
ward or puniſh them here or bereafter. A 
wiſe and good parent cannot be alike affect- 
ed to a ſober, humane, grateful and obe- 
dient child, and to an intemperate, miſ- 
chievous, ungrateful and diſobedient one; 
much leſs can the infinitely wiſe and righte- 
ous Father of mankind be indifferent to the 
temper; and conduct of his reaſonable crea- 
tures, his offspring, and alike affected to- 
wards good and bad. His eſſential perfec- 
tions will determine him to approve the one, 
and to.condemn the other, and to give pro- 

r demonſtrations of this in the courſe of 
Yin moral government. But 

2. Men. have from long experience. os 
ſerved, that God does not in the preſent 
ſtate, as a rigbteous Governour and Judge, 
make a conſtant, viſible, and exact diſtine- 
tion between the good and the bad, in his 
treatment of them, and therefore with the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon they have concluded that 
he will do it in the next. This argument 


appeared 
> N * * ns” 


O the ae 
fo ſtrong to St. Peter, that as we 


ke informed by ® Clemens Romanus, it was 


his uſual way of reaſoning, God is juſt, there- 
fore the foul is immortal, and will be reward- 
ed or puniſhed in a following ſtate : and in 
concluding after this manner he has the com- 
ny of the moſt celebrated heathen Phi- 
ſophers, as Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Plu- 
tarch, Hierocles and others. We muſt all 
be as intirely in the hand of God in the 
next ſtate, as we are in the preſent ; and as 
there appear wiſe reaſons, why God ſhould 
bear ſome time with men, and allow them 
a proper ſpace for trial, before he fully re- 
. wards or puniſhes them; ſo as ſurely as he 
is wiſe, and righteous, and almighty, when 
the time for trial is ended, he will as a good 
Governour proceed to diſtribute rewards and 
, puniſhments with an impartial exactneſs. 
What is becoming the great Governour of 
the world, and what his wiſe eſs in- 
clines him to do, he will certainly perform; 
and if he does it not in this ſtate, he' will in 
the next; for he can never leave undone, 
what it becomes his | Agr v4 to accom- 
_ 5! 
| 4 Ihe good conſequences naturally flowing 
Sock religion and virtue at preſent, accord- 
ing to a conſtitution eſtabliſhed by God, 
ſhow that he approves and delights" th the 
ys” oy 4 _ the evils and miſe- 
fiene | ries, 
© 9 br * vi Gros. in Matt, xxii, 32. 
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ries, as naturally flowing from irreligion and 8a. XII. 

vice, ſhow that theſe ker are abhorred by —v— 

him. We cannot think worthily of God, 

and ſuitably reverence, love, truſt, be grate- 

ful to him, and defirous to pleaſe him, 

but we muſt enjoy noble ſatisfactions in wn 

erciſing our beſt affections on the moſt 

and lovely object, in the conſciouſneſs of be. 

ing affected towards God as we ought to be, 

in the more chearful practice of whatever is 
| good animated with the hope of his favour, 

in a pleaſing aſſurance that all events ſhall - 

turn out, for the beſt to us, and to all the 

truly virtuous, under the government of al- 
wiſdom and unchangeable goodneſs, 
and in the largeſt peda from this in- 
finitely perfect Being for eternity. On the 
other hand, irreligion naturally excludes us 
from all theſe pleaſures, adds ſtrength to 
every baſe, reſtleſs, and miſchievous paſſion, 
takes away the chief encouragements to an 
amiable, virtuous, and beneficent temper and 
conduct; ex poſes us at every conſiderate in- 
terval to uneaſy ſuſpicions, guilty remorſe, 
and foreboding fears of the vengeance of a 
righteous God, and leaves the mind without 
all ſolid ſupport or comfort under calamities, 
fickneſs, and the approaches of death; yea, 

imbitters every affliction with fear and ſelf- 
condemnation, and more than —_— ad 
* of the _”_ 45 | 
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Sex. XIT. .. Righteouſneſs, goodneſs, mercy ey fide- 
3 lity prevailing in our tempers and lives, na- 
turally yield us the ſatisfactions of gratifying 4 
the tender and generous affections of our | 
nature, of receiving the eſteem and love and 
good offices of others, of a juſt ſelf-appro- 
bation, and of a humble aſſurance of the 
approbation and friendſhip, of a moſt righ- 
teous and good God; while injuſtice, fal- 
mod, and inhumanity make a perſon to be 
3 hated or deſpiſed by all who know him, 
1 eſpecially by all who ſuffer through his in- 
juſtice; deprive him of all the pleaſures of a 
Juſt ſelf: approbation, of deſerving the eſteem 
and love of his acquaintance, of gratifying 
the ſocial affections and inclinations, and of 
being able to hope in God; and fill him 
with a moſt painful mortifying ſenſe. of his 
own baſeneſs, expoſe him to reproaches and 
ries from others, and to the puniſhment. 
the laws, and oftentimes alarm him with | 
fearful expectations of the diſpleaſure” and 
vengeance of a rigliteous God. 9805 
The natural fruits and rewards of ten 
ance and chaſtity are a healthful body, ind | 
a'mind clear, -vigorous, and active; a free- 
dom from baſe: and reſtleſs: paſBons, a quick 
reliſh. and injoyment of natural and lawful - 
pleaſures, a fait reputation, and a conſtant 
diſpoſition to enjoy the ſatisfactions of virtue 
and piety, and to diſcharge their duties. On 
the Tag a * SO body, an 
an * . uneaſy 


1 


of @ bre Yadgnent., 0g 


uneaſy clouded impotent mind, unfit for ge. x11, 

every nobler aQion and enjoyment, unſatiſ - 

fied with itſelf, deſpiſed and condemned by 

others, and frequently apprehending the dif- 

pleaſure and condemnation of God, eſpe- 

cially when the diſeaſes, which intemperance 

and luſt have produced, threaten a ſpeedy 

diſſolution of ſoul and body, and place death 

in near view; are the preſent puniſhments 

by which a governing God declares his 

diſpleaſure againſt theſe vices, and warns men 

of full vengeance hereafter. This conſtitu - 

tion of nature framed and maintained by _ 

God, from which ariſes happineſs to the 
ious and virtuous, and miſery of various 

kinds to the wicked, declares plainly what 

God approves and what he condemns ; and 

that notwithſtanding the evils which he now 

for their trial wiſely permits to befal the 

good, and ſome pleaſures and advantages 

which he ſuffers the "wicked to ſeize and 

injoy, he is not indifferent to virtue or vice : 

and it as plainly aſſures us of future rewards 

and: puniſhments, ſince accidental cauſes, or 

the: perverſeneſs of mankind, do now oy 
quently croſs this appointment of God, and 
prevent an exact adjuſtment here of happi- 

neſs to virtue and igen, and of miſety 0 
wickedneſs. 

For inſtance, falſe notiods in ang or 4 
melancholy turn of mind, often deprive ihe 
ſi incerely pious throughout life of the natural 

Vor. I, X fruits 
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 x= raiſed 
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intereſted, or ſuperſtitious 

. in fre the truly reg aA even 3 

ey are religious, to ſuffer under oppreſſion, 
1 lafles of eſtate, impriſonments, 
tortures and death; while many impious per- 

ns, through the advantage of a temper na- 

Wi chearful, an healthful conſtitution, and 

an affluent fortune, . paſs life in a variety of 
pleaſures, . amidſt which they hide them- 

ſelves from the accuſations of their own 
minds, and from the terrors of a future 
reckoning; till at length, hardened by 

Pf. hxii. wickedneſs and proſperity, they die thought- 
„ leſs and ſecure, Fraud and oppreſſion de- 


Job x. ptixe the righteous frequently of the fruits 


OS E. their integrity and diligence ; or. the vices 
and miſeries of thoſe, who by nature or re- 
| lation are dear to them, make their tender 
humabity and compaſſionateneſs of diſpo- 
ſition their torment; while wicked men by 
artful diſſimulation, and humouring the fol- 
lies and vices of others, often make their 
fortunes, and ſteal that affection and thoſe 
advantages which belong to honeſty and 
1 and by joining in the violences of 

the ſtronger. party ſecure their ill acquired 
pofleff ns, and triumph in the ſpoils of the 
upright and benevolent. A ſickly conſtitu- 
tion of body very often deprives temperate 
Pexſons of that health and vigour, which-ac- 
un to the n laws . 
ie me 


of A future agen. 
frame are the proper rewards of temperanck; gw 


while many intemperate perſons, through the 2 


natural ſtrengtli of their conſtitutions, (hall 
during 2 part of life keep Clear of the 
pains and ck ſickneſſes which the 6thets fetl. 
150 finally, a natural temperametnit or cit- 
cuttiſtatices in life unfavourable to piety and 
virtue, though where they are ſurmounted 
they heighten the worth and rewardableneſs 
of thoſe who ſurmount ſuch diſadvantages, 
yet they very much leffen the preſent ſatif- 
_ factions of 2 a virtubus bende and the 
deus le CO haps throughout life, 
eprives them of pep art of the fatiefac- 
—— which belong awer piety and vir- 
tue, and which a letz degree Gf oſe dif- 
poſitions in a more a ae ate: fituation 
would have yielded. 
Through thefe and various other etufes, 
fob many to be ad lie ned at prefent, = 
religious Aud er many evils, 
according to Ke original bo ee of God 
do not boi to LY and are de —5 
of many ſatisfactions Which are their ri 
and che wicked efcape many evils 15 
they deſerve, and enjoy 2 of which 
they are unworthy : that it may be 
1 wherker a m , in dnp 
rough the advan ral t 
ny Wande, W d the like, are not at 
er tappier chan uy fincettly, though 
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imperfectly good men. And it is evident 
upon the whole, that the preſent diſtribu- 


tion of good and happineſs is far from be- 


ing in exact proportion to moral worth; or 


the diſtribution of evil to real vice. Upon 


ſuppoſition of a future ſtate of recompences, 


this is wiſely permited by God during a 


ſtate of trial, and is a noble and the princi- 


pal trial of genuine virtue and piety; but 


upon no other ſuppoſition can the permiſ- 
ſion of ſuch an inequality be reconciled with 


the infinite wiſdom, power, righteouſneſs, 


and goodneſs of a governing God. Since 


therefore the eſſential wiſdom, juſtice, and 


goodneſs of God aſſure us, that with regard 
to his rational and free creatures he muſt 


will, that the beſt ſhould upon the whole be 


happieſt, and the worſt the moſt wretched; 
and ſince in the preſent conſtitution of things, 
by the natural fruits of piety and virtue he 
hath ſhown his approbation of theſe diſpo- 


. fitions, and by the natural fruits of impiety 


and wickedneſs his diſlike of theſe ; and yet 


through the intervention of ſome other cauſes, 
what he approves and wills ſhould, take 


place, very. often does not take place in the 
preſent life; there muſt therefore be another 
Kate for men, and a final Judgment, by 


which happineſs or miſery will be diſtribut- 


moral characters. It is not then more cer- 


ed to mankind in exact proportion to their 


tain 


of a future Tal 


tain that the God who governs the world 1 of XII. 


Judge men after death. 

This reaſoning from the promiſcuous dil. 
tribution- of good and evil at preſent, com- 
pared with the allowed perfections of the 
great Governour of the world, in proof of 
a future ſtate of retribution, has carried con- 
viction with it to the honeſt and conſide- 
rate in all ages; and when improved and 
confirmed by expreſs revelation from God, 
muſt place this great truth beyond all rati- 
onal doubt with us Chriſtians; -who by the 
Goſpel alſo are taught to form the moſt 
worthy notions of the wiſdom, holineſs, and 
righteouſneſs of God, and who have the 
great doctrine of a future Judgment repre- 


moſt wiſe and righteous, than that he will 


| ſented in the New "Teſtament in a moſt - 


clear and rational manner; and confirmed 
by the dying teſtimony, and glorious reſur- 
rection of the Son of God, who declared 
himſelf to be appointed by his Father the 
Judge of the quick and the dead. 

It is needleſs therefore to inlarge on this 
firſt head, to prove the ' certainty of this 


| awful and important event; and I ſhall 


cloſe this Diſcourſe with this Application of 
it, the requeſting every one ſeriouſly to aſk 
himſelf. '—— <* Since it is moſt certain that 
©] myfelf muſt ſoon be judged, what would 
65 . my *. if I was immediately ſum- 
X 3 80 « moned 


* 


' Sea, XIL ©. moaned to the bar of the Bon af God? 
Ae my temper and conduct ſuch ag 
| © would procure me approbation oF con- 

e dempgtion ; 2 ſentence to miſery, or to 

. happineſs everlaſting ? Am I deyaut to- 
vs, wards God as 1 ought to be? Or have 
lied negligent of ſecret. ſingere dævo- 

< tion. for the Main regardleſs of God, 

e unthankful for his benefits, and uncon- 
T cerned to pleaſe him; and thus expoſed 
4 4 myſelf to condemnation from that Jeſus, 
| Matt. vi. ©, who, has commanded. me to enter into 
Exec v. © n clſtls and fray ta my, Father: who 
20. . ſeeth.in ſecret; 10 giue thanks fen all things 
Heb. xi. „ in lis name; and te wald with Gad? Do 
vr $I temperately; and thankfully, uſe the 
<4. bayntics. of heaven? Ot am l undes the 

-guilk of intemperately and, ungtatefully 

| 6..abuGog the gifts, of God; and under the 
Mathe ©; co tion which the Goſpel of Chri 
Het, ü. danaunces againſt the drunkard, the un- 
4. “clean, the luxurious and ſenſoab? Is my 
Lake wü. © converſation, governed: hy the rules of 
Pi mn. truth, righteouſneſs, and humanity, pre- 
19. © ſcribed. by my Judge; and do I treat 
Eph. ir. & thers as I. with reaſon; expect they. 

| Mart. y, ſhould treat me? Or am I open to the 
5 & ſentence which, will, be paſt, on the. liar, the 
Rev my te ſlanderer, the unjuſt, the unmercifal, and 


Az 


l 1 Cor. vi, 8. ; re. * 
1 nn Judgment; or; ase, — 1 5 


8 oppreſſive Do E live as an expectant of 


a Daene | 
ei Whether 1 think of: it or hot, I muft'be sf; 


« jallged=——by" forſtitig it I am ſure to < 


de condeirined, T will thetefort Examine 1, 
« my temper and a&ions wn firitfieſs * 
& ati impartianty, as ohe wh: knows I 
e muſt ſoon UHUEr&0- the ſtricteſt &xaminã- 


. 


ste. 


e 


ec tion of the ond nk Lawgiver. . with- 


e gut a momènt's a brei * * 
& ptaktecs and indulgences, which he in- 
« forms me will ſubject me to His ſen 
© tence, Depart accurſed into everlaſtin 

« fire. I will immediately engage myſelf 


Mat. xxv. 
3446. 


© in that courſe of ſecret devotion and 
* habitual piety, and cultivate that pure, 


e temperate, righteous, benevolent, and 
« merciful dilpobcen and character, which 
« according to the ex reſs declarations of 
« the Goſpel, will. e me to hear from 
« my Judge, Come 
&« ther, inherit the —— ene for 
© thee, Knowing that I muſt certainly 


; bleſſed. of my Fa- 


te be judged, I fhall be the moſt ſtupid, 
e puilty, and wretched of creatures if 1 


« do not —— And as it is not more cer- 
«tain, that I now live a rational creature, 
te than that I muſt be judged, I will 
« live under the influence of this truth, 
« and never more think, or fay, or do 


« dy" thing; which would - occaſion my 
being condemned by the righteous Judge 


— 
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Jeſus. Chriſt 5 and this l ſhall 
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of che Perſon by whom: the World 
we will be Wage 
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Fr we N all appear before the Judgment 
- Seat of Cbriſt, that every one may receive 
© the things done in bis Body, according to 

| tha 1 Bath done, whether it be good or bad. 


HEs E words offer to our thoughts 8 — 
K ſeveral important truths relating to I. iS 
} a future Judgment; asthe certainty | 
of this grand event, we muſt all ap. 
pear Se. the Perſon who will-be our Judge, |; 
before the Judgment Seat of Cbriſt; the man- 
ner of ohr trial, as moſt publick and equita 
| dec e all pp, that every one may 
recei us according to that be bath, done; proc 
perſons to be tried, a/ muſt appear; and | 
finally, the actions for which we are to be 
mn the; ff dane in che, 2 
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Of the Perſon by whom 
whether gad or bad. The firſt of theſe 
truths," the certainty of a futufe general 


— Judgment, 1 pickled and proved in the 


John 1. 
I, 14. 


preceding Diſcourſe, I'am now 


H. To treat of the Perſon who will be 
our fudge. The Apoſtle im the Text aſſuͤres 
us, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is appointed to this 
high office. Vie nuft all appear before thi 
Judgment Seat of Chriſh, The only begotten - 
of the Father, the Word who was in the be- 


gining with the. moſt high God and Father 


* John v. 
= 3-4 


Rom. viii. 
LL 


© diſpoſe: e fines: of lt mankind. - 


Hleb. ii. 


17, 18. 


iv. 15. 


for ſo 


of all, and was himſelf a 5604, and who af- 
terwards was made fleſh- and tabernacled 


among us, is the Perſon whom his God and 
Father hach with 


great wiſdom and govd- 
neſs conſtituted univerſal Judge, commiting 
to him all Judgment. 
of his knowledge, wiſdom and , as 
he is God's own Son, peculiarly qualify him 
great a work, to kriow all hearts and 
with exact jaſtiee determine the merits, and 
And His 
expetimental knowledge of our weakneſs and 
frailty, having been made fleſh; and* in a 
things lite as we" are, qualifies him 


to make all -thoſe' allowandes to us. hien 
are neceſſary 


otr aecount of the infitmities of 
our moral news wh and th numerous 
_ emptations: Which” ſutrourid 
The wiſabrs anch gocdneſs of God are 


deen evldent in appotiiting;: the bie 


Son 


The immenſe extent ; 


the World will be judged. 


ther's' honour, in reſtoring and advancing 
the holineſs and happineſs of mankind; de- 


1 
Son whoſe concern for promoting his Fa- Saane 


XII. 


— 


termined him to — his Father's Sb John L 
and put off the glory he had with him — 


the world wat; who did not covet tu appear Phi 
upon earth like a Gad, but took on him PF 


farm of a ſervant who to reſtore man- 
kind to the knowledge, reſemblance, and love 
of the ſupreme Being, and to a meetneſs for 
everlaſting felicity in his preſence, was. con- 


tent to be born of a poor virgin in want and 
obſcurity : who that he might recommend 


true picty and goodneſs in the moſt ingaging 
manner, and at the ſame time mortify us to 
external and r, and ſenſual 
pleaſures, the deſire of which has ſo often 
proved fatal to human virtue, deſ- 


ſpiſed, afflicted, yet lived chearfully reſigned 


and; devoted to * will of God, zealous 
and actiue in performing the work aſſigned 


bim, and unwearied in promoting the hap- 
pineſs even of the ungrateful creatures who 


perſecuted him there is evident wiſdom 
inting, that this ſame 


goodneſs: in appoi 
Jeſus: ſhouldrpeſſcls the 3 3 | 


and 


- , P 


unizerſal Judge. 
This: leine ſhall zudgs eswe — 


al to: us thoſe — doctrines and 


tte of all theſe, lived on earth poor, de- 


precepts, - by. the belief and obedienoe df 


whichcout fouls: are: purified: — 
- 9 a 5 
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Of the Perſon by whom 
of our luſts broken, and we excited and in- 


abled fo perfect ' bolineſs in the fear of God, 
and thus prepared to be perfectly happy in 


beaven . This Jefus who after he had 

_ © lived a while on earth, diſtributing temporal 
and ſpiritual bleſſings to mankind, confirm- 

ing his doctrine by abundant miracles, re- 

commending his divine precepts by his own 


obſervance of them; inſtructing bis Apoſtles, 
and fiting them to ſpread the Goſpel of Sal- 
vation through the world; then laid down 


his life to ratify the truths he had taught, 


tao teach his followers to ſacrifice every 


thing, even life itſelf, when the cauſe of true 
Religion required it, and by his obedience 


unto death to regain for mankind their for - 


feited immortality ——This ſame Jeſus who 


after he had lain fo uy" in the grave, as 
was neceſſary to aſſure 
death, did on the third day riſe again, abun- 


e certainty of his 


dantly manifeſting the truth of his Religion, 
and his full acceptance with God, eftabliſh- 


ing our e and e ing our hopes of 
a reſurrection and a glorious immortality; 


and when Abende ane heaven on a cloud 


with a train of Angels in the view of his 


AQiſciples, and now fits ar the;right band of 
| - God- making interceſſion for us, and direct - 


ing all the affairs of the world ſor the good 


of his church; this fame: Jeſus whom his 


As i. 
11, ; 


Apoſtle aſſure us, they ſaw 'tbus go up into 
þ. ene come in like. manner e 


a 


A. 


the World will be judged. 
ven to judge the world. The Son of Man Szen. 
(theſe are his own words) hall come in bis XII. 


glory, and all bis boly Angels 401th bim; then 2 


ſhall be fit upon the throne of bis glory. And 31. 


before bim ſhall be gathered all nations; and 


be ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a 


Shepherd divideth bis ſheep from the goats. 


That God will judge the World by Jeſus 


Chriſt is ſo manifeſt a doctrine of the Goſ- 


pel, and taught fo. often and expreſsly in it, 


that it is needleſs to cite more Scriptures in 
confirmation of it; and I cannot temember to 
have read or heard of any who profeſs Chriſ- 
tianity, that ever diſputed this truth; tho 


ſome or other have rejected moſt of the other 


doctrines of Revelation. As we all there- 
fore profeſs with an intire aſſent to receive 
this important truth, let us be perſuaded ſo 


to reflect upon it, as to give it a proper in- 


fluence on our temper, and bring our con- 
duct under the regulation of it; that we 
may thus ſecure the approbation of this 
great Judge, which is of greater impor- 


tance to our happineſs than the whole world, 


than a thouſand worlds. bs aa. 
The following important Reflections here 
offer themſelves to our ſerious thoughts. 
1. Is the Son of God incarnate appointed 
to be our Judge, how great is the wiſdom 

of God conſpicuous in this 
how equal our Lord to the great office aſ- 
ſigned him! Had God the Father judged us 
| imme- 
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of the Prrſon by whom 


* immediately, "though his infinite wiſdom, 


" Hotgefs, and goodneſs would natu- 


1 ally firike us with the greateſt awe of this 


ent, and aſſure us that no ſin could 
eſcape his obſervation and diſpleaſure, and 
that nothing but fubſtantial goodneſs and 
piety could commend us to his approba- 
ton; and though from his unbounded wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs we might depend on 


- - os ſo he might 


| Pf. cxxx. 


all the condefcenfion and allowances to our 
frailty we 'conld reaſonably defire, yet we 
ftould after all have been apt ſecretly to 


fear; that as God is infinitely exalted above 


us, and incapable of feeling the difficulties, 
ns, and evils with which we 

not make ſuch large kf 
Fwances for them as we ſhould need, in 


order to our being acquited at his tribunal. 


For if God be fri? to mark i 


niquity, abe 
could ſſanu? The “ heatherr therefore in their 


accounts of the Judgment which they ima- 


giued would paſs upon men' after death, re- 
ted as Judges ſome of their fellows, 


who had lived upon earth, but been exetti- 


plarily juſt and religious. But mere men are 


ne way equal to this great work. They 
have neither an extent nor juſtneſs of un- 


derſtanding ſufficient to comprehend and 


meaſure the ſeveral relations and circum- 


| ſtakioes of buman actions, and the exact de- 


14 2015 oy ges 
e mer aa J. 6. 2 — 


Sin 


the World will be judged. 


grees of good or evil in each; they cannot Sg“ 


receive the knowledge of every one's temper XIII 
and conduct, they are liable to be influenced 
by partial affections, and they want 
to ratify their judgments. 41 theſe defedts 
are ſupplied, and all the advantages we could 
wiſh, in. regard of equity, mildneſs, and con- 
deſoenſion, are Cn to us by God's con- 
ſtituting his own incarnate Son. our Judge; 
and infinitely more love, ſince our Judge 
ſubmited to be born and die to promote 
our eternal ſalvation. How could God more 
ſtrongly aſſure us of the equity of his pro- 
ceedings, of his unbounded goodneſs and 
tender compaſſion, of his ern CON» 
cern for he happineſs of his creatures, and 
his gracious purpoſe to crown all with im- 
mortal life and happineſs, who do not ren» 
der themſelves utterly incapable and unwor- 
thy of life eternal? At the ſame time what 
better method could have been taken, to 
prevent ſiners from flattering themſelves - 
with hopes of impunity in fin, ſince their 


Judge is the Son of God, bis expreſs. image; Heb. i. p 


exactly reſembling him in his perfections, eſs 3 
pecially in his wiſdom. and holineſs? .. Muſt 
not every reaſonable perſon own, that the 
more ſeriouſly he contemplates, and the more 
thoroughly. he underſtands the chriſtian 
ſcheme, the more worthy. of God it appears; 
and the more fit every way to advance the 


dari of virtue and; piety. amongſt man- 3 


kind 


IRR 


of Be Perſon by whom 


Seu kind? Could God in any way conceivable 


KI. 


have rendered the laſt Judgment, at the ſame 
time more awful to all men, and more en- 


coufaging to ſincere and honeſt minds, than 


by raifing his own Son to the Seat of Judg- 
ment? God will overbear none by bis infi- 


nite majeſty and power, for he will judge 
us by a man like ourſelves; and none who 
are wicked and obſtinate can eſcape, for the 


Sen of Man is alſo the Son of God. 
2. ls all the world to be judged by Chriſt, 
what a mighty authority does this give to 


his word and laws; how intirely ſhould we 


reverence, ſtudy, and practiſe them; and 


how dreadful will be the ſtete of thut, who 
. reje& and diſobey them! If an earthly Prince 


had given us laws, on obſerving which 
all our intereſts in this world depended; a 
Prince who was both able and diſpoſed to 
reward out obedience with the greateſt 


wealth and honour, or to puniſh our diſobe- 


dience with certain death and infamy; if he 
had given us all imaginable aſſurance, that 


de would ſtrictly attend to the full execu- 
tion of his laws, and not regard his crown 


or his life equally with it; and if his power 
to reward or puniſh were beyond queſtion, 
and we continually under his obſervation, 


is it poſſible we ſhould think any affair of 
this life worthy our concern, in compariſon 


with our knowing and obeying his laws 7 


o CI we. Sa them for any trifling 


__ amuſement 


the World will be judged. 321 
axtuloment or purſuitz 5 rg ourſelves zune 
arely with inquiring into the meaning of 
the as, or eilticlig the air and cone. W 
ſion of the perſon who delivered the com- 
mands to us? And how is it, my Friends, 
that we pay no more ſerious regard to the 
laws of the Son of God; which are not 
merely the counſels of 4 wiſe and good 
man our friend, that have nothing but their 
reaſonableneſs and goodneſs to recommend 
them to our obſervance ;- but are the counſels 
and laws of the Son of God, of one who has | 
all power in heaven and earth given to bim; | Manthow 
and who will certainly call us to an aceount ü. :8. 
as to our obſerving. or neglecting them, and 
diſtribute ſuitable rewards or puniſhments, 
the eternal recompences he 2 annexed to 
them? He cannot be a little concerned, 
whether we obey or reject what he became 
carnate, lived upon earth in an afflited and 
_ perſecuted condition, and at laſt died to re- 
commend more effectually to our eſtecrt 
and obedience. 1 
Is not, O my Soul, all this ubs! Moſt 
I be ſhortly called to an account by the 
_ « 'Son'of God, and examined how far I 
« have conformed to his precepts? Am 1 
« aſſured not only from the excellence of 
«his commands, but from his being made 
« fleſh and dying, how dear to him an obe- 
c dience to them muſt be, and how- _— 
« five* difobedience ? 8 _ this L 
Vol. I. 8 


855 
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stare 


AMes iv. 
12. 
2 Theſſ. i. 
9. 


Of the Perſon 5 aobom - 


t giuer a power to ſaue or to deſirey; to 


make happy forever, or to puniſo with 
© everlaſting f ration and is it a matter 
« of ſmall conſequence to me, which of 
& theſe he will do with re gard to me? 
e or hear his 
« Word with no more ſeriouſneſs and at. 
© tentjon, and that I govern my temper 
te and conduct no more by it? Whence is 
< it that I am ſo careleſs in examining by it 
« my title to his favour, and to life eternal; 
* am ſo much influenced by the eſteem or 
opinion of others, when Tom only to be 


_ judged by the Son' of God; the ſame 


Titus ii. 
12—14. 


15 divine Perſon, whoſe Goſpel Zeaches me, 
« denying all. ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, to 
cc live ly, righteouſly, and a” 4 in the 
e preſent world, looking for the bleſſed hope, 
% and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
tt and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; who gave 


cc bimſelf fer us, that he might redeem us 


« from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf 


4 peculiar people, zealous 4 good works? 


J will therefore for the future read and 
ic hear the Word of God with diligence and 


4 gttention ; I will carefully learn, and faith- 


« fully practiſe his Will; fince he who now 
© inſtructs me by his Word, and by his 
« Miniſters, wil thortly' judge 2 me 2 0 bis #Z 


* Son,” P6644 


And then, A juſt torequr: 1 "this 


; define pal 0 al en 


1 of 


of — 8 50 Rong 3 had ſufficzent 1 
means for knowing its truth and excellence} XIII. 


It is not an error barely as to a point of 
hiſtory and curious ſpeculation, not to be- 
lieve tes Chriſt was ſent by God, and to 
refuſe ſubmiſſion to his divine authority z 
but it is oppoſing, through the influence of 

ſome criminal prejudice or corrupt 

2 deſign which brought the Son of God 

from heaven, reconciled him to a mortal 

life, and to the death of the Croſs. It 

is in effect crucifying the Son of God afreſh, Heb, vu 
and puting him to open ſhame; declaring * 

that he ſuffered deſervedly as an impoſ- 

tor, counting the blood of the covenant with 
which they might have been cleanſed an un- 

holy — 2 and doing deſpite to the ſpirit of 

grace. Great as was the condeſcenſion and 

love of the Son of God in becoming in- 
carnate, and ſubmiting to death, for the 
inſtruction and reformation of mankind; 

and great as was the love of God in giving 

up his own Son to death for the ſalvation 

of the world; ſo great muſt be the con- 
cern of Chriſt and of his Father, for ad- 
vancing this deſign, and their diſpleaſure 
againſt thoſe who wilfully reject the Goſ- 
pel. And how will they bear to appear 
before him, who have on them this guilt, _ 
of fruſtrating in themſelves, and as far as 
they. ee th others, the end. of. all his 
Se and of this _ expence; Ra 


they 


* 
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1 Sun uon 


97 the Perſon NY whom - 
they have, who reject the Goſpel of Chriſt; 


II. after it has book propoſed to them with 


| TE 


— 4 


12. 


ſufficient evidence, and who ſeduce others 


into infidelity ! They who are inclined to 


reject Chriſtianity- ſhould with care exa- 


mine their own breaſts, and ſee, whether 


a latent pride, ſome favourite luſt, or ſome 


ey _ worldly profits inconſiſtent with the Goſpel, 


be not the true cauſe of their unbelief, and 


not a want of reaſonable evidence; whe- 
ther one or all of theſe have not excited 
them to hunt for objections againſt Chriſ- 
tianity, and to paſs flightly over and diſ- 


regard its glorious proofs. For what will 
it fignify to pretend, that their unbelief is 


owing to a deficiency of evidence, not to 
their neglecting ſincerely and impartially to 


inquire, or to the unreaſonableneſs of ſome - 
doctrines which they think to be chriſtian, 
if theſe are not the real cauſes. - Our wiſhes 


or miſtakes, or moſt confident aſſertions, 
cannot change the real truth of the caſe, or 


diveſt Jeſus Chriſt ' of the dignity» of Son 


of God, and Judge of the World; if he be 


really his Son, 23 appointed by him to 
be judge. And as the Son of God, he 
knows all hearts, and is a. ſearcher and diſ- 


Cerner of the thoughts, ſees through all diſ- 


* guiſes | and pretences, .and will puniſh a cri- 


minal diſbelief with a puniſhment propor- 
tioned to the evidences of his Religion, the 


0 which 


| Y et - „ | mar 
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growing corruption of our times; let us 


therefore tale beed left we fall after this Heb. iv, 


325 
| theſe ſcoffers oppoſe ; and to the greatneſs gene 
of that felicity for which they diſqualify XIII. 


themſelves and others. Infidelity is the 8 


example of unbelief. For the Mord or Son 13. 


of God is a. diſcerner of the thoughts of. 17 
heart; and all things are naked and 


the eyes of him, to whom we are to give an | 


account. 


whoſe authority we really, though faultily, 
diſbelieve and rejet; than when we pre- 
tend to own his authority and our obliga- 
tions to him, to trifle with him in, the 


And this dodrine ſpeaks ak or ah is Sol 
er terrour to all wicked Chriſtians. It ſeerms © 
of the two leſs criminal not to obey. one 


moſt notorious manner, neglect his com- 
mands, and ingage in practices directly op- 


poſite to the ends of his incarnation and 


death. *© Bleſſed Lord, how will wicked 


« profeflors of thy Religion abide ' thine 
te appearance, the drunkard, the unclean, 


« the ungodly, the covetous, the unjuſt, E 


« the envious, the malicious, and unfor- 
« -piving, who in words own thes, but in 


« works deny thee!” Unhappy creatures] 


How will you anſwer ſuch queſtions as theſe 
to your Judge, or to your own conſciences ? 


Did you not profeſs to believe that I was 


the Son of God, that I came from heaven 
to Warn vou to flee . 
Y = from 


ns 1 ou: laws, 


. 
2 
= ® — 


- ws Of the Perjon by whom 
Sennen from the wrath to come, and to ſecure life 
l. eternal; that 1 redeemed you. with my 
"blood, ab would judge you according to 
| your works, and certainly execute my ſen- 
fence? Could any words be more expreſs 
than my laws weie againſt thofe vices which 
you have practiſed? Did I not affure you, 
Matt. vii. nf every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
all enter inis the kingdom of heaven ; but 
be that doth the Will of my Father? And 
Heb. zii. by my Apoſtles n you, that withb- 
* out bolineſ no man ſhall fee the Lord; that 
3 Cor. vi. the unrigbteous ſhall not inberit the kingdom of 


1 i God; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 


adulterers, nor eſfeminate, nor abuſers of em- 
ſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor coverons, 
nor drumtards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
tall inberit the kingdom of God ; and yet one 


- ue 11 theſe Was your character through 


life? Did you not perſiſt in it againſt the 
Ae of my Word, the reproofs of my 
Miniſters, the motives of my Goſpel, the 
obligations! of my Death, and the ſtrivings 
of my Spirit? Did you not continue to 
prefer your corrupt pleaſures or profits, 
defore coniplying with my reaſonable de- 
mands, and ien the purpoſes of my 
x even while you profeſt” to believe 
that f was the Son of God, and that 1 

died for your falvation, and to ' mortify 

Luke xiii. vu to alf fin? Depart from me, I know 


"6 2990 ug * * been called by 


">. "mp 


the World will be judged. 


322 


my name, and have eaten and drunk in my Srnmon 
preſence; I know you not, ye have been XIII. 


workers of iniquity. 


Can you according to the fenour of the 


Goſpel expect any other ſentence from the 
Son of God? Can you hope he. will deny 
himſelf, and go contrary to the ends of 
his death? Or can you be eaſy while you 
have no ſecurity, from hell, but ſuch un- 
grounded expectations? Who of you, if 
guilty. of a capital crime, would not dread 


being tried for his life by a Judge, whom 
he had affronted and injured in the great- 


eſt degree? And can you be eafy to think 


that your ſtate for eternity will be deter- 


mined by an impartial Judge, whom you 


have provoked by the moſt notorious guilt 


and ingratitnde, and whoſe mercy was 
r only refuge from deſerved damnation ? 
ill you not endeavour in time to be re- 
conciled to him by your repentance, ſub- 
miffion, and faithful obedience? Reſolve 
therefore that you will no longer read or 
hear his Word, as a matter of form, of 


amuſement or ſpeculation ; but that you 


will regard and obey his inſtructions as for 
our lives, as perſons who know he will 
our Judge. Your attending conſtantly 
and with external . 
of his Religion, your profeffing yourtelves 
his diſciples, and a nears We his or- 


r 


4 _ fruits 


328 be Perſon by ubm 

YERMON fruits of piety and obedience, inſtead of 

i —— being your defence, will aggravate your 

| '  lerable in the day of Judgment, to have 
been wicked Heathens than wicked Chri- 
ſtians. 

3. Shall we be judged at laſt by the Son 
of God, how much are we concerned to 
imitate the example which he ſet us while 

pon earth, if we would be approved by 
him at the great day! He muſt certainly 
hin it at heart that we conform. to. his 
example, when he deſcended from heaven, 
and was made fleſh, in order to give 2. 
an imitable and perfect pattern of all g 
neſs and piety; and if he approve Bite 
and his own conduct, he cannot approve 
us at laſt unleſs we feſemble him. Let 
all who profeſs themſelves his diſciples and 


friends think ſeriouſly of this. Did the Son 


of God give me an example of the moſt 
conſtant and exalted piety, ſteddy regard to 
the ſupreme Being, reſignation to his Will, 
Tanke retirement and warm devotion ; 


he ſpend whole nights i in prayer, when 


good filled the day; and all this 


ina me.to SE the love. of God? 


11 2 all. 1 ſtand before him at laſt, if 
I le as without God in the world ?; If 
dom, or. never pray in ſecret; if my 
evotions are. formal and lifeleſs ; and if 


T” 


== candemnation. It will prove far more to- 


- 


fead Bf i 4 . of. Galle: 
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I. plunge into theſe, ſo as almoſt intirely to 


midſt the pleaſures and cares of the world, Sermon 


forget God; if inſtead of being reſigned to + 


his Will, and patient under his ona 
] am regard his Providence, or refuſe to 
ſubmit to the circumſtances wherein he 
places me, and to diſcharge the proper du- 

ties, endeavouring to free myſelf from them 
by forbiden methods? Did the Son of God 
give me the pattern of the warmeſt love to 
mankind, and the moſt active benevolence; 


did he go about doing good to the bodies and 42 x; 


ſouls of men, and neglect all other concerns 38. 
in compariſon of this? How ſhall I ap- 
| pear before him, how hope for his appro- 
| bation, and how avoid being condemned, if 
I wholly diſregard; his example herein; if 1 
am intirely devoted to my own little in- 
tereſts, ſeldom or never do any good to o- 
thers, by relieving the neceſſitous, par 4 6 
ing the afflicted, or inſtructing the ignorant? 
Was a generous love to mankind an excellence 
in our Saviour, and muſt not the con | 
temper; of malice, uncharitableneſs, or 4 
did ſelfiſhneſs, render me very offenſive to 
him? Muſt he not condemn me, unleſs 1 
could hope, that our Lord to acquit me, 
will — — himſelf ? Was the Son of 
God meek and patient under i injuries, tem- 
perate in the yſe of bodily pleaſures, always 
prefering the Faces of goodneſs and 
een * am 1 heren, revengeful, 
> 1 | 


A £ 
8 


ile Perſon by whom 
„ intemperate, and - wholly devoted to the 
pleaſures of the body! If in my meaſure 
J reſembled; him, I might be ſure 6f his 
approbation; and the neater I reſembled 
him, the more exalted would be ny glory 
and happineſs. - 
While Sthers thetefote groponnd--tg 
n themſelves other patterns, follow a mul- 
« tude to do evil, ot are determined 
« che practice of the great and rich and 
* worldly wiſe, thy life O Jeſus ſhall be 
pattern! It is in itſelf the moſt ex- 


2 ceellent, and will ſoon be the ſtandard by 


&« which all others ſhall be tried. May I 
« pray and praiſe and meditate; may l love 
and ſerve God, and do good to men, in 
„ mender Tone way worthy of thy ex- 
e ample, that I may be thought worthy of 
«© the honour of being owned by theo at the 
.c on! —_ 3 day! * | 

4. What great incouragement does this 
Yield to all e Chriſtians, amidſt their 
many imperfections, difficulties, and temp- 
tations, that ſhall be judged by the Son 
of God, orgs ta alſo the Son of Man. 
Are your ttials ſevere, ate your inclinations 
to ſome vice, ariſing from your peculiar 
conſtitution, firobg Is your virtue impet- 
ſect; do you come very ſhort of that in- 
tite loye and devotedneſs to the Redeemer 
which you would fain reach; do you ſtrive 
Hard: —— — of a tempting 


world, 
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world, of bad examples, and the like; Sau se 
which after all render your love to God XIII. 
and to Jeſus leſs fervent; and your obedi -- — 
ence leſs uniforms than your deſire? Upon G 
a ſerious review of your religious duties and 
virtues are you deeply humbled for your 
defects; and do you tremble when you 
think of the ſcrutiny of the laſt day; of | 
appearing before 2 God who is greater than 1 John ii. 
your hearts, and «who knoweth all things, and „ 
ub is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity i. 
with approbation? Be not dejected, Ile Phil c. 
as a father pitieth bis children, ſo the Lord '* 
pitieth them that fear bim; he knoweth our 
frame, be remembreth that we are duſt. You 
will not appear before the bar of a Judge, 
| who ſeeks to condemn you, and will 4% Pim 

firi to mark iniquity; but your Judge is * 3 
friend, be loved yeu and died for you. Rev. i. 
e purtoo of fleſh and blood, lived amidft 5: .. 
infirmities, temptations, and ſafferings, that 14,—18. 
he might experimentally know your tate; 
and make every favourable allowance for 
it. Can you doubt of his approbation and 
love to the penitent, the fincere, the truly 
though imperfectly obedient, when he died 
to fave even the guilty world? He did 
not give laws on purpoſe to inſnare his 
ſubjects, nor place us on our probation in 
order to our falling into miſery; but that 
we might approve ourfelves and be finally 
happy. He requires indeed that we m_ | 
"Or abour 


Wn: eee labour * ee becauſe the better 
in e are the more happy we ſhall be; but 


* at. J. he will not deſpiſe ſacerity. - His perfect 
48, _ holineſs is tempered with equal love, and 


Cen. vi ſoſtened by all the tenderneſs and compaſ- 


Matt. A. ſion of the-human' nature, of the moſt af- 
Heb. il. fectionate brother, of the moſt. indulgent 
"Y rent. To continued .idleneſs, unfaithful- 
. neſs, . wilful diſobedience, ingratitude and 

3 hypocriſy, he cannot be reconciled ; but 
Matt. v. the pious, the humble, the penitent mourner, 
3- 4» 6. and the ſoul that hungers and thirſts after 
_- © righteouſneſs, and longs to be perfectly like 
him, he will fatisfy, own, and reward; 

and meaſure our love and our virtue by the 

_ difficulties which we ſurmounted, and by 

._ the temptations which we ſtruggled with 
and overcame. How may we -rejoice to 
think of ſuch a Judge, who put the moſt 
- favourable conſtruction on the crime of 

__ © his, murderers, and prayed to his Father to 
Luke forgive them, _ pleading for them that they 
n . tnew. not what they did; who with ſo much 
gentleneſs and patience bore the dulneſs, 
prejudices, and faults of his Apoſtles, while 

8 he converſed with them; excuſed their 


* 32, 41. 1. - Peeping during his- agony, and forgave their 


TEN deferiing him when he was apprehended ; 
31, 32. and who indured the pain of the croſs, and 
_ © was in all things tempted like unto us, though 
ſtill without n Whatever condeſcenſions 
and: een can be rpc from by, 

mo 
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Moſt” perfect goodneſs, and are reconcile» gu 
able with an equal love of virtue and piety; — - 

and a warm concern for our true perfection 

and happineſs, you may expect from him; 

and who can deſire any other? © I will 

tc ' endeavour to need no other; and ſince 

© my Redeemer to whom I owe a moſt 

tte perfecł love, and moſt zealous and con- 

« ſtant obedience, will not deſpiſe the day 

« of ſmall things I will labour to be in- 
Se tirely his.“ 

a + How | great will be the 3 Wwe 1 f 

neſs, and TENT of the Saints, when they =. 
ſhall be judged and rewarded by the Son 

of God, who lived upon earth, — died 

on a croſs to advance their. happineſs, and 

Who hath all; power in heaven and earth in Matthew 
his hands? The greatneſs. of this reward 2 1 
will be determined, not by the meanneſs 1. 2. „ 
of our virtue and * 1 but by the 

infinite benignity of that God who gave Rom. wü 
bis own. Son to death for us, and by the 3* 
greatneſs of his love who is the oy - 

of it. Who can comprehend the greatneſs 

of that goodneſs, friendſhip, and condeſcen- 

fon, - which, brought him from heaven 

down to our ſinful world, reconciled; him 

to lead the life of a poor mortal, ſubject to 

all the inconveniences of our condition, to 
perſecutions, and at laſt to death! Is not 

the love herein manifeſted above our ap- 
W and above oomperiſon uma 


y 


$86 
- Sunnow 
XIII, 


8 


Rom. n. 
6. ; 


F the Perſon by whom 
Great then, above all our preſent appre+ 
henſions and compariſons, muſt be the 
glory and bleſſedneſe which he will confer 
on his redeemed and approved. Judge not 
therefore chriſtian of thy future happineſs 
by the ſhortneſs of thy time of trial, by 


the imperfection of thy goodneſs, of thy 


gratitude and love; but judge of it by the 
greatneſs of thy Saviour's condeſcenſion in 
leaving heaven for thee, by the tender- 
neſs and generoſity of his love in dying. It 
is true we ſhall be rewarded according to our 
works; in proportion as our obedience has 
been more intire, our happineſs will be 


more abundant; but then, the loweſt de- 


Rev. i. 
5. 6. 


gree of happineſs injoyed to eternity will be 


infinitely above the obedience of the beſt. 


from our 


For be that loved us, and waſhed us 


fs in bis own blood, it is he that rewards 


us, and makes us kings and prieſis unto God, 
The God who hath given us his own Son, 
and ſubjected him to death, that he might 
be compleatly our Saviour, and who ap- 
points him to diſtribute his favours, and 
to be our Judge, will with him give us all 
things; as great a happineſs as our capacities 


- will admit. As much therefore as eternity 


exceeds time, as much as the dignity of the 


Ben of God exceeds that of any earthly 


monarch, and as much as his love in dy 


enoeeds the affection of any Prince to his 


pineſs 
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neſs confered by the Son of God at the graucs 
day, exceed all the happineſs and glo- XIII. 
ry of the preſent life; for eye hath nat Cr. . 
erm, nar bath: ear heared, ar hath it 9. f 
tered into the heart f man to conceive ibe 
things, which God hath. prepared for them 
that love him, and which the Son of God 
will give to thoſe whom he loved to 
death. To conclu le. 
6. How righteous, how terrible, and how 
remedileſs, will the condemnation and miſery 
of the wicked be, when they ſhall receive 
their ſentence from the Son of God! To 
what tribunal can they appeal in hope of 
2 more favourable ſentence, when cone 
demned by the Son of God, the Mediator 
between God and man; by him who was 
made fleſh and died that he might fave them? 
Can they expect to be acquited or forgi- 
ven by God, when his Son in his name 
ſhall ſentence them to eternal deſtruction? 
And how juſtly will he condemn them ! a 
He converſed on earth that he might no??? 
the difficulties in our way to virtue and 
happineſs, and ſuit his laws, his motives, 
and aſſiſtances to them, and make every 
reaſonable and gracious allowance at laſt; 
after all this he condemns them; and if 
their condemnation. from ſuch a 
Judge, ho juſt muſt we conclude it to 
be! His example ſhowed them, that rug 
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. . = Of the Perſon by "whom 

1 and virtue were not only moſt lovely ol, 

* their teſt ees, but icable; 
r direfted- and —— them agen inſtruc- 
Luke xi. tions and example, offered them the afiſtance 
5 Rev. il. of bis Spirit, and encouraged them by the 
. iſe of a reward of the ſame kind with 
„his own Could he do more for the fal- 
vation of reaſonable and free creatures, than 
live on earth, and try the world in perſon, 
that he might adapt his Religion to their 
. weakneſſes and wants, and at laſt die to re- 
Gal. iii. concile them fully unto God, and open the 
23, 14. way for the moſt libetal communications of 
bis Spirit? Could more powerful motives 
have been revealed, than he hath revealed ? 
Could he lay men onder greater obligations 
of gratitude or intereſt? Surely if they had 
acted ſo, that their ſalvation would be any 
way conſiſtent with the honour of God's 
ions and government, Jeſus would 
have ſaved them. But all wicked Chriſ- 
tians will be condemned by him; they muſt 
. therefore certainly 2 except they now 
repent. | Who ſhall plead with God 0 you, 
1 Tim. ii. when the one Mediator between God and man 
caſts you off? Who ſhall deliver you when 
29. the Lamb of God that taketh away the int of 
| Rev. v. be world, ſhall change his meekneſs and 
F bdboe for a juſt indignation, and appears as 
the Lion of: the tribe of Judah to tear you 
in Pieces ? en neee. be the 
FOO} thought, 


4 
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| thought, that you are doomed to miſery by Szxuon 
the Son of God, who died to have ſaved a XIII. : 
you, but you would not comply with his, 
offers, and be. ſaved by him! You muſt 
ſee it to be wholly cr own fault that you 
are miſerable ; and how much more miſe- 
rable will this reflection make you, that 
you were ſo obſtinately bent on your own - : if 
ruin, and were even greater enemies to | 
yourſelves than the Saviour of the world 
could be a friend? * O my Redeemer, 
« whoever condemns or caſts me off, let 
« me not be condemned and caſt off by 
© thee! I can bear the ſcorn and cenſures 
© of men, their hatred or fury; I can im- 
« pute theſe to a want of knowledge, of 
& juſtice, or goodneſs, but if thou con- 
© demneſt me I muſt be guilty; if thou 
- © ſhouldſt caſt me off I muſt be utterly 
c wretched. There is no goodneſs, no con- 
| « deſcenſion, no compaſſion like thine, I 
ce will therefore now avoid with the utmoſt | 
* care whatever thy word condemns. I „ 
« will immediately reform all thoſe vices, 
„ which thy Goſpel has marked for dam- 
© nation; and exerciſe myſelf in all thoſe 
« virtues which thou haſt ſo ſtrongly re- 
e commended. I will not neglect this pre- 
& ſent time, this day of ſalvation, fince it 
« will be in vain to wiſh or hope for any 
et other. If my guilt be not now purged by 
Vol. I. 2 «© repen- 


\ 


38 Of the Pirſen by whom Gr 
| Sunmox 6 repentance, through thy death, there will 
| 3 1 A 7 * but & cer- 
. tain fearful loting Eh Jl Kar t and 

26, 27. 1 fry indignation, which * 
de 


: rſaries,” 
: May God our heavenly Father grant 
SE daes that what has th no repre- 
ented to our conſideration may determine 
us all immediately to fly from the wrath 
to come, and to hay hold on eternal life, 


thine 
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SERMON XIV. 


of the Manner of proceeding at the 


— 


| laſt Judgment. 
test © οοοοοοοοοοοοοοο 


2 Co R. v. 10. 


Fir we muſt all appear before the Pudgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according 10 
hut be hath done, whether it oe er ball. For 


418 Text, J obſerved, contains Szanon 
ſeveral important truths relati — 
to the laſt Judgment, which 1 
have undertaken to treat diſtinct- 
I 1y; the Certainty of it, we muſt 
all appear; the Perſon who will be our 
Judge, before the Judgment Seat of Chrift.; 
the manner of our trial, as moſt public 
und equitable, we muff all appear, that every 
une may receive according to that be bub 
en; the perſons to be then tried, al n 


2 2 . 
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Of the Manner of 

appear; and finally, the actions for which 
we are to be accountable, the things done 
in the Body, whether good or bad. 1 have 
treated the two firſt of theſe points, the cer- 
tainty of this univerſal Judgment, and of 
the fitneſs of our Lord Chriſt to ſupport this 
great character of univerſal Judge. My ; 


method now leads me, 


III. To give you the Scripture account of 
the manner of this great tranſaction, which 
will be moſt publick, and equitable, and it's 
equity acknowledged by all. 

1. The tranſactions of the laſt Judgment 


ſhall be moſt publick; and it ſhall appear to 


the conviction of all, that there is a God 


who judgeth the children of men by his Son. 


The Judge ſhall be ſeated on a high and 
_ dazling throne, ſurrounded with a viſible 
glory and majeſty, and cloathed with a hu- 


man body: the body in which he lived on 


earth was perſecuted, ſentenced, ſcourged, 
and crucified, but adorned now with a ra- 


diance and beauty equal to his former deap 
i. * and undeſerved diſgrace. Bebold, 


he cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee 
bim, and they alſo who pierced bim; and all 


kindred of the earth wail becauſe of him; even 
fo, Amen. He ſhall come with a glory far 
ſuperior to that in which he appeared to this 
Apoſtle, chathed with a bright garment down 


10 the foot, and girt about the paps with a 


* * girdle. His bead and bis bairs white 


like 


the al Judgment. 348. 
hike wol, > Wen. 75 7 and his eyes as a 9 
me of fire; and bis feet like unto fine braſs | 
23 a furnace; bis voice as — [os n 
of many waters ; and his countenance as the 
fun ſhining in bis ſirength, Our Apoſtle in 
another place thus repreſents this grand and 
ublick tranſaction, as he ſaw it in a viſion, 
F ſaw a great white throne, and him that ſat Rev. xx. 
on it; from whoſe face the earth and the be- 
vens fled away, and there was found no place 
for tbem. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and 
great, fland before God; and the Books were 
opened; and another Book was opened which is 
the Book of life; and the dead were judged out 
of thoſe things which were written in the Books, 
according to their works. Both ſaints and 
ſiners you ſee ſhall appear before this grand 
tribunal, and the tranſactions be publick be- 
fore the whole collection of mankind, of 
Angels, and of Devils. God now in the 
diſpenſations of his Providence often re- 
wards or puniſhes men in a real though 
ſecret manner. The preſent inward ſatiſ- 
factions of goodneſs and piety, a ſtrong ſenſe 
of his favour, ſucceſs to their good deſigns, 
deliverance from evils, and the like, are the 
rewards which God now frequently confers 
on the good. On the other hand, ſecret. 
ſhame, remorſe, . diſappointments, diſeaſes, 
puniſhments from men, infamy and death, 
are often diſpenſed to the wicked here by a 
righteous Providence - but this is not dong 


Saanen fo ſtatedly Pa e y, as te Manifeſt 
XIV. to the full conviction of all the love which 
SY God: bears. to virtue and piety, and his ab- 
; hotrence of wickedheſs. Tea, it is a. fre- 
- Pf, bai. quent complaint of good 
| 1 *. not diſtinguiſh his ſervants by viſible in 
ſtances of his favour, and the wicked by his 
Leclel in. vengeance; but that for the: generality. al 
„things come alike to all, and there is one event 
io the rigbiteous and to tbe wicked. And the 
wieked ſwelling with pride, conſcious at the 
ſame time to villany 3 ſay in their 
pf. 1xxiii, hearts, and ſometimes. aloud, I there knows- 
Ake is the moſt bigh, and is there, indeed a 
Grd abe judgeth in the earth? 

But this Dt God, he new -eanceale - 
| himſelf behind ſecond cauſes, who is patient 
with men during a proper time of trial, and 

- Who over-rules the ſufferings of good men, 
and the proſperity of bad, ſo as to — 
by them very beneficial and important pu 

poſes, this God will not always hide himſelf 
Ads xvi. No He bath: appointed a 45 in the which 
3557 be will judge the world in righteouſneſs ; and 
make all men to know that he is not a God 


men, that God does | 


who hath pleaſure in iniquity, or who is re- 


gardleſs whether bis reaſonable and free crea» 
tures love or hate, reverence or deſpiſe him. 
The whole race of mankind preſent at once 
ſball be fully convinced of bi wiſdom, ho- 
lineſs, and juſtice; and the rewards of 


goodneſs and puniſhments of vice ſhall 25 


the laft Judgment, 


far more publick than the moſt notorious. ge 


inſtances of either ever were. There ſhall XI 
— no more. any room left for the atheiſts 

preſumption, or for the doubts and fears . 
the pious. The glory of the ſaints ſhall ap- 
pear to all; the Judge himſelf, all good An- 


gels and good men, publickly declarin gen 


approbation of their character and t 

menſe value of their bleſſedneſs and K 
and wicked men and devils by their ſilence, 
confuſion, and deſpair, ſhall ps their 


ſenſe of it. And 5 is 1 aſſembly, 


the Judge ſhall condemn ſentence the 
wicked ; 2 +- gels and ſaints will applaud ch 
ſentence, finer and deyils own it juſt, 


What an important, what an affecting con- 


ſideration is this l How tender is our ſenſe 


of ſhame; how eager, how urgent our de- 


ſire of glory; and how often do we fatally 
miſapply theſe paſſions; while through 

| Gs of the cenſure of mortals, of bli 
thoughtleſs infatuated - finers, we violat 

our duty, and are content to incur the di 


and perhaps of many ls, witneſſes to 
our folly and guilt, and the certain univer- 
ſal infamy of the laſt day, if a ſincere repen- 
tance do not prevent it! And if it does, 
yet we are ſure to loſe a conſiderable degree 
of glory, which a ſteddy virtue would have 
ſecured. This future honour or diſgrace 
e e the ker oF 


robation of God and of his Son now, | 


3 
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$3200 the world; let us therefore pope this to 
IL the preſent cenſures or applauſes of finers, 


and appeal in our thoughts from men partial 
and errqneous, to men better informed be- 
fore the tribunal of God, and the coutt of 
Angels and faints. 

It is true, did men now reflect as jultiy 
and cloſely as they ought, the preſence and 
inſpection of an infinitely wiſe, almighty, 
and moft righteous God, would outweigh 
every other conſideration, and nothing would 


be valued in compariſon of his approbation, 
nothing dreaded ſo much as his . 


But ſuch is our weakneſs and inattention, a 
ſpiritual inviſible Being, even though it be 
God himſelf, does not affect us ſo ſtrongly 


as a number of men before our eyes; and 


we can hardly ſupport ourſelves againſt theſe, 
againſt their inſults, contempt, and condem- 
pation, merely with the thought of an ap- 
proving God. In condeſcenſion therefore to 
our weakneſs : God has ſet before us a day, 

wherein his approbation or cenfure ſhall: be 
ſenſible and publick, infinitely more publick 


than the moſt pompous triumph, or the 
moſt notorious diſgrace. Am I then the 


only perſon influenced by Religion amidſt 


bad company, who are diſpoſed to commit 


ſome ſin, perhaps lewdnefs: or drunkenneſs ? 


Do they ſcoff at ſobriety and chaſtity as 
mean ſpirited things, and at the perſon who 
is reſolved 1 in n to the commands of 

- _ Chriſt | 


/ 
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Chriſt to preſerve his purity, the. poſſeſſion Sexuon 
of his Reaſon, and a capacity for well go- XIV. 


verning his actions, as a ſlave who is afraid 
to be free and to enjoy life? And does this 
almoſt bear me down, and prevail with me 
contrary to my convictions to indulge a de- 
bauch with them? Poor ſpirited Chriſtian, 
ſupport thyſelf, if thou wanteſt this ſupport 
by looking forward to the laſt day; where 
thou ſhalt have an infinitely .greater num- 
ber of ſpectators, and all of them thine ap- 
22 if thou art firm to thy * and 
ſolutely abſtain from vice. | 
2. This future Judgment ſhall be moſt 
righteous and equitable. Every circumſtance, 
every thought, and action ſhall be conſider» 
ed, which are neceſſary. for forming a right 
judgment, and ſhewing the conduct and 
character of the perſon, and his demerits in 
a true light, This is intimated in the words 
cited from St. John. And I ſaw the dead, 
ſmall and great, ſtand before God; and the Books 
were opened, and the dead were judged out of 
the things written therein, according to their 
works, The Scriptures mentions ſeveral Books Heb. xi. 
of God. There is the Book of life, which 15. 
contains the names of thoſe who are ap- , — 
3 of God, and will be rewarded by Phil. iv. 
im; in which there appears an alluſion tos 
the antient cuſtom of enrolling the names of 
citizens, that it might certainly be known 
uw had a right to the * of Ther 
There 
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Sr Mon There: is alſo the Goſpel, according to which 
XIV. Chriſtians will be judged, which is juſtly re- 
John — preſented as then opened; becauſe: we ſhall 
43. be ſentenced to life or death, according ag 
| Rom 6 we: have believed or rejected, obeyed: or 
diſobeyed it. And there ſeems deſigned - 
| Be St. John another Book; which we may 
*. the Book of God's remembrance, wherein all 
tze thoughts, and actions, and words af 
8 i. men, are ſuppoſed; to be recorded. You 
need not be told, that we are not to under- 
ſtand thoſe things literally, neither God nor 
his Son, wanting ſuch remembrancets, wha 
can neither err, forget, be ignorant, or judge 
amis. All that we are to ſeem from theſe 
paſſages is the great exactneſs with which 
the Judge will proceed. The righteous ſhall 
be as certainly remembered and rewarded 
according to the Goſpel, as if they and theit 
actions were recorded in a Bock, and 
is Book with the Goſpel lay open before 
— Judge on his tribunal. And all the 
actions and thoughts of all the wicked ſhall 
|. be- preſent to the obſetvation of the Judge, 
and they ſentenced to them, and 
| not one omited; any more than if our Lord 
had written them all in a Beek, and kept it 
open before him. Sins chall not then be 
omited, becauſe they lay concealed in the 
heart, and never for want of opportunity 
appeared in the life; nor ſhall any 


Ares or Purpoſes, which: merely 8 


good de- 
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ant of opportunity were not exerted, be San 
then forgoten or unrewarded. The Judge XIV 
being the Son of God, as well as the Son of 
Man, has a perfect Knowledge of human 
nature, of it's capacities, abilities, and in- 
firmities, of every circumſtance of all our 
lives and actions; of the hindrances to virtue 
and piety, and the temptations to ſin, of the 
8 from ſin, and the motives and aſ- 
ſiſtances for forming a religious character, 
amidſt which every one has lived; and Rey © 

b the heart and the reins; and there is irn. i, 
us creature hidden from him, for all things are 17. 
naked and open unto the eyes of him, 10 bm 
we are to give an account. _ 
ene 
Judgment every thought and action of a 
man's life will be Aline ly and 3 
mentioned and examined, and every finer 
be tried ſeperately.; for then millions of ages 
vould not be ſufficient for the tranſactions of 
the laſt Judgment. Some hundreds of mil- 
lions now. — and act, obey or ſin together; 
and if all theſe were to be judged ſeperately 
one after another, a period ſome hundred of 
millions of ages longer than the whole du- 
tation of our world, it is evident 2 ; 
ſuffice- for this Judgment, which yet in 
Scripture is uſually repreſented as the work d- wii. 
of a day, Though the judge be granted 2 . ii. 
equal to the work of judging all mankind 7. 4c. 
at once, of attending at the ſame time with- 
be leaſt diſtraction FOR: * 
uct 


8 
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Sermon duet of the. whole human race; yet none 
XIV. of us are capable of a like attention, of tak- 
| ing our own trials, and obſerving at the ſame 
.> - time the trials of an infinite number of men; 
it ĩs therefore highly improbable, that every 
thought and action, of every particular per- 
ſon, will be diſtinctly obſerved and men- 
tioned at the laſt Judgment. 

But it may be urged, is it not expreſly 
Lake x53. and often declared, that there is nothing ſecret 
2. which ſhall not he made known ; that God will 
16% judge the ſecrets of all bearts by b eſus — 
x Cor. iv, bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs; a 
Eeter ai. male manifeſt the n- the beart, = 
14. every good man may have praiſe from God; and 

that every work ſball be brought into Judg- 
ment with every ſecret thing? And is not 

this doctrine one of the mightieſt reſtraints 
from ſecret ſins, and excitements to ſecret 
piety and fincere-goodneſs? I anſwer, theſe 
are indeed the expreſs and certain declara- 
tions of Scripture, and will be fully made 
good; and the following ſuppoſition will I 
think come up to the juſt and full mean 
of theſe Scriptures: That every perſon tall 
before the tribunal of Chriſt be :placed in a 
rank or degree of glory and honour, or of 
ſhame and infamy, in the view of all, exactly 
_ anſwering to his real goodneſs or viciouſnels, 


whether ſecret or open; and that in the hs - | | 


loting every one his ſtation, - his: moſt ſecret 

ſimns or virtues ſhall not be forgoten by the 
Judge, but be — to his view, and in. 

| _ fluence 
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Auence his diſpoſal. Every fin, though the StRMon - 
moſt ſecret, will have its viſible effect of XIV. 
ſuhame beſore the general aſſembly of Angels 
and men, as really as if it were mentioned | 
particularly, or had been moſt notoriouſly = 
publick; and every good thought and pur- 
poſe or diſpoſition of the pious ſhall have as 
viſible an effect in exalting their ſtation of 
glory and felicity in the view of all. If we 
may build upon every particular circum- 
ſtance of the deſcription, which our Lord 
gives of the laſt Judgment, there are ſeveral 
in Matt. xxv. 31. — which favour this ſup- 
poſition, that men ſhall not be examined 
diſtinctly as to every thought and action, 
but rather ranked in companies, according 
to their being equal in guilt, and having in- 
dulged like vices; or equal in goodneſs, and 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſame virtues, Thus all 
wicked Chriſtians who had been remarkably 
guilty of uncharitableneſs, particularly to- 
wards the ſuffering ſervants of Chriſt, are 
tried and condemned together. Go ye curſed, 
for I wwas an bungry, and ye gave me no meat, 
Sc. This their diſtinguiſhing fin and its 
aggravations alone are declared to the world, 
and they receive publickly for it a ſentence of | 
condemnation. May we not therefore a 
ably to this account of our Lord ſuppoſe, that 
all whoſe guilt is alike, who abuſed like ad- 
'vantages for virtue and piety, fined againſt 
equal degrees of light and grace, and: whoſe 
EL | characters 


* 


seno characters and lives have been alike vicious, 

XIV. will be ranked to their common 
%—— crimes be mentioned with the common 
gravations of them, and they together doom - 
ed to a ſhame and miſery proportioned EX= 
actly to their real guilt, 2 al their crimes 
whether before ſecret or open? And thus 


in like manner with regard to che righteous 
and their good actions. 
For that the ſins of the righteous ſhall not 
publickly be remembered againſt them, ap- 
pears evident from the expreſſions uſed in 
Scripture,. 'to denote God's forgiving their 

Heb. x. offences; ſuch as his not remembering then 
I: li. any more, bis bloting them out, bis covering 
25. them, and removing them as far away as the 
Pi. xxxii. Eaſt is from the Weſt; our being ag fri 


. 12. Our fins in the blood of Cbriſt; 1 


Rev. i. he Father a glorious Church without pot or 
Eober, v. wyinkle; and preſented faultleſs before the 
27. Preſence of bis glory with exceeding joy. And 
- Jude 24. further, the Judge himſelf in the before 
cited paſſage Matt. xxv. publickly mentions 
only the good actions of the righteous, that 
tzhey had viſited, cloatbed, and relieved him, 
| when afflcted in his. ſuffering brethren. Tt 
is very true, the ſinful chop and actions 
of men, whether particularly mention- 
ed or not at the laſt day, will be really judg- 
ed, and their glory and bleſſednefs Vi be 
leſs in proportion to the number and aggra- 
vations of theſe. It 2 becomes them 
N to 


the laft Tulgment. 


tb be as careful to avoid all Gin, even the moſt Srancn 


ſecret, as as if it would be 
the aſſembly of Angels and men. 
Their moſt ſecret Rule are now known to 
' God heya to Jeſus, whoſe diſapprobation is 
infinitely more to be dreaded than that of 
the whole world ; and having a neceſſary in 
influence on the improvement and 
of their minds, will certainly fink therk lower 
in the ſcale of honour and felicity. For 
though by repentance, by vows, and effec- 
tual reſolutions of amendment, they may 
Chriſt be forgiven ; yet as in their 
commiſhon of fin and recovery from it, and 
from its ill effects, they have ſpent ſo much 
of life, and failed of ſo many degrees of a 
progreffive piety and goodneſs; which they 
might otherwiſe have obtained witch the ſame 
ſerious reſolution and diligence, by which 
they have recovered themſelves to repen- 
tance; they will of conſequence loſe a pro- 
portionable de of the future glory and 
efledneſs, and in this reſpect their ſecret 
fins will appear to the world. 

Further; as the laſt Judgment ſeems prin 
cipally defigned for & clearing and vindicating 
the conduct of divine Providence in the go- 
vernment of the world, and leting the chil- 
dren of men into the reaſons of his moſt my- 


ſerious diſpenſttions an eee 
ay 


* Rom, ii. 5. na Arenen 2Thefl.i 6. 


| XIV. 
proclaimed before 


% 
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.  Szxnon ſary to make the general ſcheme of-Provi- 


MIV. dence appear even to the whole world to be 
a= worthy of God; ſo far particular characters 


and actions may be publickly examined and 


: expoſed to view. Have ſome under the co- 


lour of Religion -carried on ſucceſsfully; the 

moſt wicked deſigns, (as hath been done par- 

Rev. xv. ticularly by antichriſtian powers and per- 
7 . ſecutors) and thus brought a great diſgrace 
on Religion? Theſe perſons ſhall be ſtript 

of their diſguiſe, and expoſed naked to the 
ſcorn of the world; and true Religion appear 
do be intirely free from the leaſt ſhare in their 
wicked and deſtructive practices. Have per- 
ſons of real and exalted piety and merit been 
ill treated, defamed, and perſecuted, , and 
their worth quite buried under heaps of 
miſrepreſentation, and calumny, as were the 

- Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians? Their virtues 


IuIxet. i. ſhall be publickly mentioned, to the eternal 


s, 7: , confuſion of thoſe who thus abuſed them. 
z0—2. Is the great proſperity of ſuch a wicked man 
x. 25, 26, now a ſcandal to many? Perhaps it may 
3% appear to have been the reward of the real 
and eminent goodneſs of a parent; or per- 
haps it will then appear he had qualities 
which inabled him to do great good to his 
country, or like Nabuchadnezzar to effect 
important ſchemes of the divine Providence. 
And where men have gloried and triumphed 
in ſucceſsful wickedneſs, and been ſurround- 
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ed by baſe flatterers, who have varniſhed 
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over their actions, concealed the moſt odious Szxuon 
part of them, and cloathed the other with XIV. 
falſe ornaments, and forged virtues, to tjge 
impoſing on the injudicious many ; which | 
hath been done by Orators and Poets for the 
oreateſt tyrants and deſtroyers of mankind ; 
Alexander for inſtance, Julius Ceſar, an 
Lewis the 14th of France; in ſuch caſes, 
where men have been eminently wicked; 
and at the ſame time have dazled the crowd 
with their external grandeur, and avoided the 
condemnation and puniſhment which their 
crimes deſerved, it ſeems moſt highly wor- 
thy of God, and agreable to the Scripture Rev. 24. 
account of the laſt Judgment, that ſuch great 14 , 
ſiners ſhould be publickly expoſed, and 
loaded with an infamy great as their guilt, | 
as the greatneſs they have abuſed, and the 
miſeries they have brought on the world. 
Again; this conſideration that every per- 
ſon ſhall be judged immediately after death 
for his own actions, ſeems td. juſtify the opi- 
nion, that they ſhall be no further particu- 
larly examined and judged at laſt, than is 
neceſſary to illuſtrate the conduct of divine 


; 


{* 


Providence. In the parable of the rich mail Luke xii; 
and Lazarus our Lord informs us, that im- 19. 
mediately after they die perſons are aſſigned 
to different places; and as the luxurious rich 
man is; tormented, and the pious Lazarus 
happy in Abraham's boſom, Ace 
after death, their tempets and lives muſt 
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have undergotie the inquiry and judgment of 


God. The wiſe man alſo ſays * 


that when the h returns to earth, the 
returns to God who gave it; obo wil Ing 


every: work into judgment with every ſecret 


thing. Now if the ſpirits of the wicked re- 


turn to God, it muſt be only to receive their 


Palm v. 
5. 


xv. 1, 2 
Rev. xxi. 


27. 
Acts i. 
25. 

2 Cor. v. 


Phitp. 


23. 


ſentence, for the fookſh ſhall not tand in bis 


figbt ; and none but they that work r1ghteouſ- 


' neſs dwell in his holy bill, or in the heavenly 


Jeruſalem; and Judas immediately after his 
death went to his own place. Beſides theſe 
Scriptures, and, others which mention the 
immediate happineſs of good men, and there- 
fore prove that they have been tried and ap- 


© proved. before the general Judgment, from 


the nature of the ſoul and it's ſtate after 
it is ſeparated from the body we might rea- 
ſonably infer it. For immediately on leaving 
the body, the ſoul paſſes into the preſence of 
God; who being really every where, is hid 
from our view only by this veil and incloſufe - 
of fleſh. When we put off the body, wie are 
alſo freed from that which clouded our judg- 


ment, and hindered our paſſing a right ſen- 


'Y Luke wi. verſe mila with good or evil . 


, CY 


tende on ourſelves; are removed from the 


diverſions and inchantments of the world, 
and from the company of ill judging men, 


whoſe opinions often make us think wrong as 


to our own conduct, and hinder us from re- 
Hecting impartially upon it; and we con- 


. 
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from either of whom we may eaſily learn Szxu * 


our ſtate and our doom t when this is dur XIV. 


caſe; and we are conſcious to the immediate © 
preſence of God, all knowing and moſt righ- 
teous, the ſoul cannot then but reflect with 


the greateſt concern and ſtrictneſs on its con- 


duct, and acquit or condemn itſelf as it de- 
ſerves; eſpecially as God will direct and con- 
fitm this ſentence, by aſſigning departed ſpi- 
rits to different guards, and removing them 
to widely diſtant habitations. 

If it be objected, to what pur 


pale ben! is 


26. 


the general Judgment, if men are judged and 
— immediately after death? I anſwer, 


men may be conſidered in two views, either 
as reaſonable and free beings, aecountable for 
their actions, capable of holineſs or ſin, and 
poſſeſt by one of theſe; or as members of a 
ſociety, "and parts of a great moral ſyſtem, 
managed and governed by God for ſome 
great end. As ſingle perſons they are judg- 


ed immediately after death, and are deter- 


mined to happineſs or miſery, and enjoy or 
ſuffer the natural conſequences of a pious or 
finfal life. But as they are deſcended from 


Adam, are parts of this vaſt community, and 


their conduct has fallen under a peculiar di- 
rection of the divine Providence bo Tg 
its general ſcheme; as they are related to 


others, and have conſiderably influence ma . 


virtue and happineſs, or the contra 
their behaviour may have - occaſion 


220 "IE 2 2 


Luke x#% 


— 
: % 


* 


of the. Mamier- of 


E remarkable ſteps of Providence, and a know- 


ledge; of it is neceſſary for placing the wiſ⸗ 
FI dom, holineſs, or goodneſs of the divine 
rernment-; in a convincing light; ſo far 
ſhall their particular characters and 2 
be diſplayed, and they be particularly judg- 
ed at the laſt day. Thus the remorſe of 
cConſcience and the ſtings of raging paſſions 
and baſe ungratified deſires, as they are the 
natural fruit and puniſhment of perſonal 
vices; and the joy, purity, activity, and 
Perfection which naturally ſpring out of a 
life of virtue and piety, are its proper re- 
ward; theſe take place immediately after 
death. But as the mortality of — 
through. Adam,, and their reſtoration: to a 
capacity of immortal life by the Son of God, 
are an eſſential part of the general plan of 
Providence, this univerſal reſurrection is de- 
fered till the general Judgment. The re- 
preſenting theſe two Judgments in this light 


5 juſtifies our belief of both, and ſhews that 


neither of them is ſuperfluous, but that each 
anſwers important ends of the divine govern- 
ment., I might obſerve further to confirm 
this account, that uſually when our Lord or 
his Apoſtles refer Chriſtians for i 

ment or ſupport to the day of general Judg- 


Matt. x. ment, it is with a view to their publick con- 


duct, and to animate them againſt the ſlan- 


2 Thel. E der and perſecutions which they ſuffered 


E rr ren 1 


mend 
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charity of diſpoſition, and the like, they: 


mend a" perſonal” virtue as gurity of heart, SexMON: 


omiſe a reward not defered till the gene- ys | 
ral Judgment, but to be injoyed as foon . 
we drop the body, and join the ſpirits of 31. 


juſt men made perfect. Bleſſed are the a 
in heart, for they ſhall ſee God; and cbarity 
never faileth. Theſe diſpoſitions immediate-: 
ly qualify the pure and benevolent for their 

roper happineſs ; they enjoy it here in a 

wer degree in the knowledge and love of 
God, and in conſcious goodneſs, and when 
they drop the body injoy it in perfection. 
An inſtance of the other kind you have, 
where to incourage his Apoſtles and others 

to confeſs. him before men, in the face of 


danger and perſecution, he promiſes: to con- Like xii. _ 


 feſs them before bis- Father, and all bis boly 8. 
ell. 

Upon the while, 1 would not honeinker 
ſtood to determine” poſitively the exact man- 
ner according to which the rar, of 
the laſt day ſhall be conducted. I only offer 
to confideration what to me appears to agree 
with the hints given in Scripture with rela- 
tion to this great affair, and not unworthy 
the divine manner of proceeding in other in- 
ſtances. As far only as it is countenanced 
by theſe you are to regard it. Our Lord was 
not ſollicitous to gratify our curioſity, by an 
orderly and minute detail of the circum- 
2 of the laſt Judgment, but: contented 

Aag himſelf 
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PI bimſel fwith revealing all that was neceſſary 
XIV. to give our faith the moſt powerful and 
happy influence on our conduct; aſſuring 
aus that no ſecrecy or diſguiſe can hide our 
_ fins from the view of God, or the notice of 
the laſt dey; that not the moſt hidden vice 
or virtue ſhall be overlooked, not even thoſe 
actions which becauſe, we have whally for- 
goten, We might | imagine Were entirely loſt 
to us, but that all ſhall be conſidered in deter- 
mining the characters and Rates of men at 
laſt; and that it therefore moſt nearly con- 
cerns us, with the utmoſt attention, to regu- 
late by his Goſpel every thought and action, 
during our whole time of trial. To con- 
= - elude this repreſentation. of the manner of 
| __  " this great tranſaRtion. 
|| a It will not only, be moſt pabliek nd 
equitable but the juſtice and equity of it thall 
be acknowledged by all. What St. Paul ſays 
of another important diſpenſation of Phovis 
denee, that it was ſo conducted that every 
i. mouth might he agus, and all the: world 
„ may with yet 
ſtronger reaſon be applied to this final a 
termination. Every perſon in this grand 
; bly, having either in 3 ſeperate ſtate, 
br from what they have juſt ſecn and. heard, 
2 more juſt apptehenſions and —_ | 
eſt perſuation of the perfections of Gad 
who cannat ert or e or. a 


the Fonſeicngs of ere Auer thus rang 
7 ully 


the laſt Fudgment. 


fully convincing him of his own guilt, he Sexuox 


muſt acknowledge the ſentence paſt on him- 


ſelf to be right; and his knowledge of the 


juſtice exerciſed towards him, and his na- 
tural reaſonings on the divine perfections, 
muſt convince him alſo of the righteouſneſs 


of the ſentence paſt upon others. Our Sa- Matt. vii. 


yiour ſeems to intimate this general acquieſ- 


cence, even where he repreſents the pleas 4i—4;. 


that might be offered, with the ſolid an- 
ſwers given to them, and the filence which 
followed. It does not appear probable, that 
any at laſt will have the face to object againſt 
the ſentence they hear from ſuch a judge; 
this only ſeems deſigned to be taught us 
by our Lord, that ſuch juſtice and equity 

ſhould appear throughout. the whole pro- 
ceeding, that no one ſhould have room to 
object againſt any part of it; and that every 
thing which could poſſibly be offered, in ex- 
cuſe or aggravation of the guilty, would be 
conſidered by their Judge, and their con- 
demnation be exactly correſpondent, So that 
it is highly probable the judicial proceedings 
will be cloſed with ſuch a ſhout. of appro- 
bation from good Angels and good men, 
without any clamorous murmur either from 
wicked men or devils; as St. John deſcribes 
following God's judging and puniſhing my- 


ſtical Babylon. Allelya ; ſalvation, and glory, Rev. xix. 


and honour, and power unto the Lord our God. 


For true and righteous are bis judgments { 
WA  Aag Upon 
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Sen Upon the whole, what is abſolutely cer-⸗ 
— tain as to the manner of the laſt FAG oe 
is this. That we muſt all appear perſonally 

and publickly before the Son of God in- 

- carnate, ſeated on a majeſtic tribunal — That 

we ſhall receive a'moſt righteous ſentence 

Luke xii. according to our works; that 70 whom much 

$7: 48. bas been given, of them 3 will be required; 

' + and of them to whom little has been given, 

he will afk leſs——— That our glory or infamy, 

our happineſs or miſery will be ſuch; as 

ſhall manifeſt to the whole world the exact 

degree of our holineſs or viciouſneſs — That 

the moſt ſecret thoughts and actions ſhall 

not eſcape the conſideration of our Judge; 

-- but contribute their proportion to our ac- 

quital or condemnation —— And that the 

whole will be ſo tranſacted, as fully to ſatiſ- 

fy every perſon of the wiſdom, righteouſ- 

- nels, Ks goodneſs of God's government, 
and of his particular diſpenſations to him, 

and of the en of. the ſentenoe Paſt N 
N all. 1 

; Let me conelude at ae midi a Refiec- 

tion or two on this part of the * 

ſubject before us. 

1. Will every thought od action, even 

the moſt ſecret, be brought to light, and 

- weighed in an exact ballance by a moſt 


righteous and all-knowing Judge? This 
| ſhould teach us ſeriouſly to attend, and im- 


I. Partly examine our n and behaviour 
7 now, 


the laſt. Judgment. 
now, and to be careful not to deceive our- 
ſelves.” Fue judge ourſelves, we: ſhall not be 
fadged,” ſo as to be condemned with the 
world; that is, if we ſo judge, as to correct 
in time whatever we find amiſs. We are 
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—— 
1 Cor. xi. 


31, 32 


apt now, through a partial fondneſs - and 


fooliſh ſelf- love, to turn our eyes from our 
own faults and vices; as if we thought, that 
becauſe we overlooked or forgot them, God 


would | overlook them, and Chriſt forget 
them at laſt. This makes us angry with 


thoſe who are our true and beſt friends, 


and place our conduct in its proper light 
before us; as if they made the faults which 
they barely we were ſo blind as 
not to obſerve. them before. But how un- 
reaſonable is this conduct. Could we reform 
our faults without being ſenſible of them, or 

would our forgeting them prevent their ill 
influence, or make them forgoten by our 
Judge, ſuch a way of acting — have 


who kindly reprove us for our real faults, 


ſome reaſon in it. But what will it avail to 


deteive ourſelves, when we cannot eſcape] iis 
_ notice and impartial ſentence ? 

Am I then a ſtranger to the inward life.of 
Reli gion, contented with a;form: of godlengfy 
with "the external profeſſion, and with-goi 
through the uſual forms of devotion ; ho I 
void of an inward real affeQion, of an hai. 
tual reverence. of God, a prevailing concern 


r and real eſs of 


2 Tim. iis 
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1 his and a hearty devotednefs ni 


will? Or am I under the character of ho- 


—Y” neſty: and goodneſs, carrying on ſome baſe 


deſigns, and unjuſt in ſecret? Am ], not- 


_ withſtanding a profeſſion of being dead to 


_ an W to God; fuch' an earthlineſa, 
eovetouſneſs, or ſenſuality 
bear the light of the great day. Should I be 


demands; thinking to make amends for the 


the world, pafſionatcly ingaged to its 
jm [negligent of the purity and perfection 

of my mind, and undefirous of the rational 
and divine pleaſures of heaven? Am I guil- 
ty of loving the world immoderately, and 
of refuſing that proportion of my wealth to 
Bſes of — and piety, which the Goſpel 


fault by a more ſtri temperance, or zealous 
external devotion ? Is this or the like my 
true character, and am I ſecretly afraid to 
know my real ſtate, to examine my heart, 
to acquaint myſelf with my defects, and ſee 
what ground I Rand upon ? Does my heart 
flie off when I would bring it to a cloſe in- 
ſpection; and do I content myſelf with this, 
that I ſhall fare at laſt as well as others, and 
am now as well thought of? Let me to 
cure this fatal folly regard the laſt 
tribunal; let me in thought place m ſelf be- 
fore it, and ſeri confider, whether ſuch 


of 


diſpoſition, will 


willing to be honeſt] —_ in publick 
ſor this temper, 1 it —_ laid 


paked before the view of men * "— 
uch 


e % Judgment: 
ſuch a thought 


make me ſenſible of its de- Staunen 


XIV. 
formity, when I reflect what others might | 


blame in it ? And can I continue unſen- 
fible, when by faith JI place myſelf before 
the bar of the Son of God, at which I muſt 
indeed ſoon appear? How unaccountable 
is the negligence and ſecurity of the greater 
part of Chriſtians, who profeſs to believe this 
Judgment! Who could think by their be- 
haviour they were to appear before it; and 
to be ſentenced for eternity according to their 
preſent conduct; when perhaps they never 
once ſeriouſly thought what God requires in 
order to their being approved, or what th 
| have done towards it? My Friends, t 
we may be partial to ourſelves, our Judge 
will be impartial; though we may forget, 
he remembers; the awrll be opened, and 
we fhall be judged out of | the things writer 
therein, — To | 

2. Is ral Judgment ef} dally d. 
ſigned for clewiag up — which 
perplex us, in judging of the divine Provi- 
dence? Let us patiently wait this time of 
manifeſtation; ſteadily, though in ſome caſes 
implicitly, believe the wiſdom, goodneſs, 
and purity of the divine management, and 
refer Fl our doubts to the ſolution of this 
day. This is evidently a moſt reaſonable 
— 9 From the perfections of God de- 
monſtrated in the formation and continual 
0 [Eg of the world, in the frame uh 
| the 
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serer the human — in its moral ſenſe of 
and evil, its neceſſary inward approbation of 
— the one, and condemnation Ache other; 3 
and in the natural rewards annexed to _ 
and virtue, and in the evils naturally 
ing out of vice and impiety, and from hs 
expreſs declarations of his Word, we are af- 
fured, that he is a God in no degree in- 
different to righteouſneſs or wickedneſs; that 
why en from beaven bis holy habitation he looketh upon 
Ar. 15, AI the inhabitants of the earth; that be hath 
exhvii. 115 pleaſure in them who fear bim, and who hope 
* "ws in his mercy ; but that the wicked are an abo- 
FE. lviii, mination in bis fight ; that - verily: there is 4 
21, reward for the righteous, and: that there will 
appear a God to judge in the earth. We are 
further aſſured from our own Reaſon, that the 
deſigns of an infinite mind which take in 
a long ſucceſſion of ages, many of which 
paſt —— we entered the world, and many 
more will come on after we hace left it; 
that his diſpenſations, which regard the 
ſtate and intereſts of all mankind, their fe- 
cret tempers, virtues, or vices, and the 
aim of which is the moral perfection of a 
world of free creatures; we are aſſured, that 
ſuch diſpenſations, and a deſign ſo vaſt, 
which — infinite particulars, muſt in 
its execution be at preſent incomprehenſible 
by us. That ſuppoſing the conductor to bo 
infinite in his wiſdom, {s; and power; 
end the execution to worthy of n | 


® - #S | . 
05 per- 
1 „ . 
8 
- | | 8 - 
. 
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perfections, yet. there will neceſſarily ariſe a Sau 
variety of events, for which we cannot ac- XIV. 
We complain perhaps that many good 
men are diſappointed, afflicted, oppreſſed, 
and deſtroyed, and many good deſigus de- 
feated, while wicked men triumph and 
wicked deſigns ſucceed— But let us conſider 
we are not always certain, that they whom 
we reckon good men are really ſuch; and ij 
they were, we know not. what need 
had of afflictions, and what benefit they re- 
ceived from them. And we have this clear 
proof, that the difficulties we find in recon- 
dciling the diſpenſations of God's Providence, 
with our ideas of his perfections, ariſe from 
our ignorance; that though many good men 
think the diſpenſations of God towards o- 
thers unaccountable, yet few or none com- 
plain of his dealings with themſelves; be- 
cauſe the knowledge they have of their own 
Character and ſtate, inables them to ſee the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of the divine conduct 
towards them. We do not certainly know 
neither that deſigns we thought good, if 
they had ſucceeded, would certainly have 
had good effects; or perhaps the world was 
not ripe for them, or if they had taken place, 
they might have thwarted ſome better de- 
ſigns, and the like. We are ignorant-allo _. * 
what wiſe and good purpoſes God may an» - | 
wer by the greatneſs. of ſuch a wicked man. 
ein | g | P erhaps 
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XIV. 


Tai. x. 


12—1 5. 


12, &c. 


the faith, virtue, and conſtancy of 


Jer. xxv. 


ſigus of an infinite mind, we muſt be 
3 they —— = | 
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gteat. qualities which 
render ; more uſeful in ſuch a ſtatlon, 


chan many good men would be; or he may 


de miſed for the neceſſary. puniſhment of 
other bad men, ot for trying and e bh 


Nebuchadnezzar a proud, "inapives Nola 
trous, and tyrannical Prince, who was ex 
alted on the ruins of all the nations of the 
Eaſt and of the people of God, was yet 
raiſed by God, and an inſtrument guided by 


his unering wiſdom and goodneſs, He was 


appointed to ſcourge all the idolatrous na- 
tions round Judea, and the Jews themſelves 


for yielding to the contagion of their idolatry; 


and the miſeries he brought upon therm, 


which from the clear predictions of their 
prophets they knew to be the puniſhment 
of their idolatry, effectually reclaiming them 
to the belief and worſhip of the one true 
God; their diſperſion by y iis yan all 6 wn 
the Eaſt a every where knowl 
of the true God, and made way — 
more eaſy reception afterward of che A 
among all choſe nations. 
But granting that in many caſes we can - 
not aſſign any probable reaſons of the divine 


conduct, is this any uſt ground for diflatiſ | 


faction? Could we comprehend all the de- 


gods; 
ot if they were proportioned to our preſent 


* 
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his infinite wiſdom. Yet you will ſay, sans 
it is painful to have ſuch obſcurities before A. 
us, as tempt us often to doubt, or to harre 

hard thoughts of the Providence of God; | 
and that it is deſireable to have thoſe clouds 
ſcattered. I grant it is deſireable; and when 
God hath aſſured us that he will fully vindi- 
cate his perfections, we ought with patience 
to expect the appointed ſeaſon, and in the 
.. mean time implicitly to believe and adore. 
The ſiner's concluding from his uninterrupt- 
ed proſperity, that God did not regard him, 
is mentioned in Scripture as a reaſon why 
God would haſten to puniſh him, and vin- 
dicate his proceedings. Thou thoughteſt I was Plalm 1. 
altogether ſuch à one as thyſelf; but I will re- **+ 
prove thee, and ſet thy ſins in order before thine 
= us ſuppoſe a Prince, of whoſe pro- 
bity, wiſdom, and kindneſs you had large 
experience, was ingaged in a great deſign, the 
ſucceſs of which required ſecrecy; ſuppoſe 
he aſſured you on the word of a King, that 
advan was in great his deſign 
= and — had all Jefircable reaſon to 
expect ſucceſs, and that after a few months 
were paſt he would lay the whole ſcheme 
before you, arid convince you of it; would 
you not be quite inexcuſable if you complain- 
ed and murmured, becauſe you could not 
account for every ſtep he took, before he let 
you into his whole deſign z and if you zuck 


3 ee 
XIV. 


condemned him? Would it not be reaſon» 


able to place more confidence in an earthly 
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ed of him from your own jmperfe@ views; 
from your. ignorance and peeviſhneſs, and 


governor, of acknowledged. prudence — 


probity? And ſhall we not place an intire 
confidence in an infinitely wiſe, holy, and 


good God, who cannot but deſign the beſt 


Sn: every ſcheme he purſues, and who can» 


not be controuled or baffled. in his deſigns? - 

We have been ſhocked, for inſtance: at 
Jac "pu the hiſtory of the laſt age, and ob- 
ſerving the long proſperity of Lewis the 14th. 
We are amazed at the divine patience, which 


permited him perfidiquſly to perſecute and 


root out the Proteſtants of France, and to 
ravage all his neighbours, enſlave many of 
them, and indanger the liberty of — 


and ſo often by fraud, violence, and ſcan- 


dalous breach of treaties, to obtain his ends; 


and after a long life filled with the moſt un- 


juſt and miſchievous actions, and having oc- 


2 the ſlaughter of millions, to die in 


and to have his memory deified after his 
death. Let us be patient a while, and the 


while living to be extolled to the 
ſkies. K baſe flatterers, and mercinary poets, 


veil will be withdrawn from before the de- 1 
— God, and we ſhall ſee clearly, and 


comprehend fully the wiſdom, juſtice, and 
neſs. which formed and executed them; 
ſhall ſee . vices God puniſhed and 


cured 


br 
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eured in his own people by his means, what 3 
virtues he exerciſed and improved, and 8 
what eminence of honour and felicity man 
were by this diſcipline advanced. We ſha 1 
behold alſo this haughty Monarch, who at 
high prices bought the praiſe of the fineſt 
geniuſes of his country, and by them en- 
deavoured to ſilence the reproaches of his 

own conſcience ;. yea, whoſe moſt notorious 
vices, his cruelty, perfidiouſneſs, and perſez 
cutions, were by the pretended miniſters of 
Chriſt conſecrated into virtues, and a warm 
zeal for God; we ſhall ſee this man ſtand 
naked, unbefriended, and without a train 
before the tribunal of the Son of God; his 
very flatterers ſhall deride, reproach," and 
curſe him; his victòries, on which he vi#- 
lued himſelf, ſhall appear as ſo many com- 
plicated robberies and murders, and the 
greater they were, the greater will be his 
infamy, confuſion, deſpair, and puniſhment. 
The like may be applied to every other diffi- 
culty of this kind. Let us therefore be pa- lee 
tient, brethren, and eſtabliſh cur bearts unto * _ 
the: coming of the Lord, which draweth nigh. 

This inference St, James makes from the 
proſpect of the deſerved miſeries of the 
wicked, when bur Lörd ſhall come to 

them; let us think and act agreeably to It, projects 
. e | | xxvii. 17. ? 


J. 


SERMON XV. 


Io of th Perſons who ſhall be judged, 


- 25 
2 cod: 10. 


| For we — all appear before the Judgment 
Seat of. Chriſt, that every one may receive 
' the things done in his Body, according to 

x agg oo wy done, whether i 'be good o bad. 


F {everal important truths whith 
theſe words of the Apoſtle con- 
' tain, relating to a future general 

3 Judgment, I have treated the fol- 
r ling— the certainty of this grand 
| 2 end- wiſdom of God in appointing his 


1 Son to be our Judge — and the manner in 

| | wich he will judge ns, moſt publickly 

2 and equitably. My wen * me now 
0 diſcourſe, 


+ Þ 4 4 

T4 * 4 : * «> * 

; * . " 
/ 3 ? . 


o the baba 6. 2 37· i 


1. Of the peaſons who maſt appear, td Sermon 
Alle their trials” before this great tribunal ; . 
and they are no other than we ourſelves, I 

who preach this doctrine, and you who heat 
it, yea, the whole human race. Nothing 
therefore can more nearly concern us all than 

this ſubject, ſinee it is our temper that will 

be examined, our conduct that will be re- 
viewed, and our ſtate that will be determin- 
ed for eternal ba ppineſi or everlaſting deſkruc- — 


tion, by the — of this great day. My + 2 Theſf. i. 
Text ſays, Ve muſt all appear before the 9. 
Judgment Seat of Chrift, * every one may 
receive the things done in his Body, accord- 

ing to that be bath done, whether it be good 

| or bud. 

All Who have lived and acted as moral 
agents, in all the ſucceſſive generations of 
mankind, from the begining of the world 
to its. jod ; whatever various diſpenſations 
of Religion they have lived under, whether 
under che light of Nature only, or enjoying 
the additional light and encouragements of 
Revelation, all ſhall be judged, J&v. and 
Gentile, Chriſtian and Mahometan ; and be 
rewarded, or puniſhed, according as they 
have obeyed the will of God, however made 
known to them, or diſobeyed it, W 
2 e E for becoming pious 
56 eglected Twen. Ghry, honour; Rom. H. 
we Ton frall » 3 one that a *** 

| good, 
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John v. 
28, 29. 


Rom. xiv. 
11, 12. 


ii. 6, . 


dier the law, 


| doing , ſeek for glory and. Honour and i immor- 


f O, the Perſons. 
* good, to the "few firſt, and alſo fo the Gentlle, 
5 5 For there is no reſpect of perſons with God. 
— As many as have. fined without law, i. e. a 
revealed and written law, ſhall alk periſh 


without law; and as many as fined un- 


ſhall be judged by the law, in 
the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
men hy Jeſus Chriſt. And our Judge him- 
ſelf e declares, his authority as Judge 
will thus extend to all mankind. All that 
are in the graves ſhall hear the voice of the 


Son of God, and ſball come. forth ; they that 
bave done good unto the reſurre&ion of life; 
and they that have done evil unto the reſur-. 


rection ? damnation. And St. Paul repre- 
ſents this univerſal extent of the laſt Judg- 
ment as eſtabliſhed by the oath of God. 
As live ſaith the Lord; every knee ſhall 
bow to me, and every tongue ſhall confeſs to 
God. So then every one of us ſhall give an 
account of himſelf to Ged. And God will 
render to every man according zo. bis deeds ; 
to them who by patient continuance in well- 


tality,weternal life : but _ unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth; but 
obey unrighteouſneſs, 8 7 and wrath, 
tribulation and anguiſh, upon eve ful of of _ 


man that doth evil; of the Jew firſt and al, 


of the Gentile. And becauſe ſome o 


rea de found alive at our Lord's coming, to in- 
e iv. clude theſe alſo St, Paul declares, our Lord 


"650-8 Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt hall Judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing, and his kingaom. 
Reaſon alſo joins its teſtimony to theſe 


33 cxtithe” declarations of divine Revelation. 
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For as all mankind are equally the creatures 


of God, and whatever diſtinctions and pre- 
eminences they poſſeſs in regard to each other, 
are all alike ſubject to his dominion, depen- 
dent on his bounty, and governable by his 
laws: for the ſame reaſons that God deter- 


mines, to call to an account, to reward or 


puniſh any one intelligent and free Being of 
our race, every one alike in circumſtances 
proper for a trial, and alike capable of virtue 
or vice, of obtdictice or diſobedience, will 
be called to an account, and ſuitably recom- 


penced. For the ſupream and infinitely wife 


| God does not act from unreaſonable humour 


and arbitrary pleaſure, but is always deter- 


mined in his conduct by the right of the 
caſe,” by the eternal reaſon and fitneſs of 
things, 7s no reſpecter of perſons ; and will 
therefore equally love equal goodneſs, and . 
alike abhor wickedneſs in every perſon, and 
alike follow them with proper marks of his 
approbation or abhorrence. 

But this is an article that requires rather 
a ſerious conſideration, than a laboured proof; 
none having the face to declare, that they 
depend upon being exempt from the general 


"_ ii. 


Adds x. 
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Judgment. However it may be uſeful to 


1 you ſome ſorts of perſons, and prove they 
; n "008 
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general ap 


pointment; | 
nah 40 not openly and ſeri- 


ouſiy declare they are aſſured of an exemp- 
tion, yet are apt ſecretly to flatter them- 
ſelves they may eſcape, at leaſt too generally 
act as if they expected to paſs unobſet ved, or 
by their quality or power to ſhield them 
ſelves from the inquiry or juſtice .of the 
Judge. Let me therefore obſerve and prove, 
that the young ſhall be brought into Judg- 


ment, 2s well as perſons of riper year 
the great and mighty and rich muſt 


to this judgment, as well as the mgangſt of 


2 that | 


men, and that the low and poor condition. 
of any wi}; not occaſion their being gver⸗ 


* Poclef, xi. 
man, in thy youth, aud let thy beart ehear thee 


in the days of thy youth; and walk in tbe ways 


1. Ehe peng mall be brought into Judg- 


alla as well as the old. This truth the 
royal Preacher warmly inculcates, at che 
ſame time intimating how prone youth are 
to diſbelic ve or diſregard it. Rejoice, O young 


of thy heart, and in the light of thine eyes; Hut 
know thou, that for all theſe things, 'Gad-will 
bring thee into Judgment. Toung perſans are 
apt to think, that becauſe they are but juſt 


entered upon life, and feel warm inclinations 
to be entertained and amuſed by the objects 
of ſenſe, and an indiſpoſſtion for a ſerious 
attention to their conduct; that they have 
derer nothing to do, but to purſue their 
| Inclinations, 


who ſball be judged. 


iaclinations, and may leave ſerious conſide- 
ration and circumſpection for maturer age, 
when they ſeem to be in ſeaſon, and that 
God will not reckon with them for the ſal - 
lies of their youth. But how evidently un- 
reaſonable is this concluſion. 0 

If inclination be a warrantable rule for the 
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conduct of rational creatures, and this be a 


ſufficient excuſe for neglecting our duty, that 
we are indiſpoſed to it, you might neglect 
Religion and Virtue through your whole 
Tg and hope never to be called to an ac- 


count, or puniſhed for it. The deſires of 


wealth and diſtinction will ſucceed to thoſe 


of ſenſual pleaſure, as you advance in life; 


and when you grow old, a love to earthly 


firmities and the cares of age, and the deſire 
of mony uſually growing with it, will in- 
groſs your minds as ſtrongly as ſenſual plea- 


ous reflection, and of attending to objects 
great, ſpiritual, and divine, will . you 
utterly ineapable of your duty: apd at this 


objects increaſed by long indulgence, the in- 5 


ſures do now; and an abſolute diſuſe of ſeri- 


rate of acting a reaſonable and immortal Be- 


ing may . paſs away bis whole time of trial, 
without once attending to the great putpoſes 
for which he was ſent into the world ; and 
yet hope when God has thus tried him, 


and he hath proved reprobate, that he ſhall. 


eſcape the diſpleaſure and condemnation of 
his hs and Judge. . 
fi: Bb 4 Farther Z 
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F ber an averſneſs of inelination to 
ſerious thinking, and the difficulty of curb- 
ing the warmth and levity of youth, and re- 


ä e the paſſion for ſenſual pleaſures, 


can never be a reaſon againſt attending to 
our conduct, and expecting to be judged for 
it; ſince this indiſpoſition, and thoſe incli- 


nations are principal parts of our trial, and 


render us capable of an approved virtue and 


piety, and of a great reward. Where would 
there be any trial, of your love to God, and 
to that which is morally good, and of che 


ſteddineſs of your virtue; if you had no taſte 


for any other pleaſures, but the pleaſures of 


the knowledge and love of God, of virtue 


and goodneſs? And what reaſon can you 
have to think, your Creator will not as juſt- 


ly demand from you the ſacrifice of your 


youthful vanities and pleaſures,” When in- 


conſiſtent with your duty; as from the am- 

bitious the ſacrifice of his preferments, or 
from the covetous of his wealth, and call 

yo to account and puniſh. your refuſal. 5 


Again; as youth is attended with dme 
Ai andes to ſerious conſideration, and ah 
eminent virtue and piety, it has alſo advan- 
tages peculiar to it; and every capacity, 
every advantage for geodneſs and devotion 
is a talent; the worth of which a- moſt 
wiſe God exactly knows, which therefore 
he could not give in vain, but will reckon 
! us * to our e of it. The 


warmth 
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warmth and vigour of mind which hurries Sr 
you on in the purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures, . 
if ingaged by the great objects of Religion 
would carty you an equal way towards 
them, give you more lively ſatisfactions in 
the exerciſes of devotion and the practice of 

virtue, and make you more extenſively be- 
neficent. Vour tempers are ſoft and apt to 
receive impreſſions; reſtrain for ſome time 

the levity of your minds, and fix your 
thoughts on the great concerns of your 

ſouls and eternity, and you will find this. 
yielding” impreſſive temper as great an ad- 
vantage in Religion. Beſides, your minds are 

in ſome degree uningaged by other objects, 

at leaſt they have not a rooted poſſeſſion of 

your hearts, nor have you yet eſtabliſhed 

bad habits; you may therefore more eaſily 

fix virtuous inclinations and habits of good- 
neſs. Your reliſh of life and its enjoyments 

is more ſenſible and ſprightly than that of 
older perſons; your gratitude therefore to 

the author of your beings and of all your 
enjoyments may be more warm, your obe- 
dience more free and chearful, and from 
both you may receive more preſent ſatiſ- 
faction. Not having been often deceived - 
you are more forward to hope; your hopes 
therefore from God, and for eternity may 
be more bright, and inſpire you with a 
more exalted devotion, and excite you to a 


more active virtue and chearful woe” 
our 
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* * Your fenſe of what i 18 8 Is not | 


vitiated by frequent baſe compliances, for 

the ſake of ſerving ſome low intereſts, you 
are therefore moxe ſtrongly ſenſible of the 
beauty of virtue, of gratitude, of divine love ; 
and more abhorrent, when you conſider it, 
from the baſeneſs and ingratitude of diſre- 
gerding a God of infinite goodneſs, your 


| Creator, Preſerver, and Redeemer, who made 


you that he might make you for ever happy, 
who has purſued the deſign with an un- 


changing goodneſs and at an infinite exr 


pence; and who hath required nothing in 
return but your love, and your obedience to 
commands, which yield you the beſt ſatiſ- 
factions here, perfect your natures, and im- 
mediately prepare you to enjoy the —_— 
felicity he hath promiſed to the obedient. 

ſhould: digreſs. too much, ſhould I proceed 


further to repreſent the peculiar. advantages 


you have for Religion and Virtue in youth, 
and the obligations you are under to cul- 

tivate them; and copſequently. the great 
reaſon, you have to expect being called to 
give an account how yen have improved 
them, and the great wiſdom of having a 
conſtant regatd to this account, * which of 
elf would be a; powerful check to the 


deri aud inconfideratenels of youth. 


. uxther ; you ſee you may die young, and 
if youth is no ſecurity againſt death, why 


050” thought a Ad againſt Judg- 


ment ; 


' who ſhall be judged. 379 
ment; and what can more naturally follow 8 
the concluſion of a ſtate of trial, than an in- 
quiry and proper retributions? And what —— 
can be a more proper imployment of your 
thoughts, than a continual regard to it, and 
preparation for it? God who made you ca- 
pable of Religion and Virtue, and placed you 
en this ſtage of action, as be always ſees, : 
cannot but attepd to your conduct, be 
pleaſed with your improving the noble pow- 
ers he bath given you, and offended if you 
debaſe them; and your neglecting to im- 
proye well your time, inſtead of ſecuring you 
from being called to the account you dread 
to think of, will only haſten the ſummons, 
provoking God to cut ſhort the time you are 
trifling away, and to take from yau advan» 
tages for happineſs which you abuſe. 

2 5 pleaſed to conſider further, ſuch is the 
nature of man, that if God at all deſire our 
perfection and happineſs, he cannot but inſiſt 
on our improving well our youth, and judge 
and puniſh thoſe who waſte it; ſince the uſual 
gonſequence of neglecting tbe prime of life, 
is the Joſs of the — 195 a kf indiſpoſition 

for Religion and Virtue, and a fatal addition 
of ſtrength to thoſe irregular paſſions which 
defile the ſoul in the fight of God, render 
us utterly unfit for his favour, and for re- 
ſembling him in true goodneſs now, and far 
the injoyment of him in heaven. Even 
the goodneſs of God will determine him to 


regard 
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58e regard the behaviour of the young, as: to 


call them to a reckoning for their youth. 


— His ſervice is our greateſt happineſs, and the 


earlier we ingage in it, as we thereby re- 
commend ourſelves the more to his favour, 
ſo we procure to ourſelves more ſolid fatiſ- 
faction at preſent. Our merciful Creator 
cannot but will his creatures ſhould injoy 
all the happineſs for which he hath made 
them; and cannot but be offended with 
thoſe who will fruſtrate the deſigns of his 
love, and make themſelves wretched; in 
ſpite of the proviſion he hath made for thei 
* being bappy. * 
Finally; conſider the whole of the bent 
life 3 is ſo ſhort a ſpace, if compared with the 
infinite value and duration of the happineſs 
and reward promiſed to diligence and fidelity, 
that God cannot but expect we ſhould de- 
vote the whole of it to him, and ſtrictly 
udge us for waſting any part of it, eſpecially 
— The whole of the longeſt life of 
labour and ſervice is not equal to a day, in 
compariſon with eternity; and will it not 
argue a moſt criminal inſefiſibility to the in- 
finite goodneſs of God, to alienate any part 
of this day from him? Will it not evidence 
_ ſTach-a ae of the happineſs he hath 
bo Tow for us, and put in our power to 
| red by the gratitude and obedience 
of a they” me, as mu 1 1 5 us moſt of: 
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tenſive to him, and draw down his ven- Sunn 
geance at laſt? a 
Be perſuaded then while in youth . 
riouſly to conſider theſe things, conſtantly to 
regard the God under whoſe view you act, 
and at whoſe bar you muſt ſoon be ac- 
countable. Aſk yourſelves with concern and 
impartiality, what you have done to obtain 
his approbation. You may forget him, but 
his eye is always upon you. You may put 
the evil day far from you, but Death and 
Judgment are at the door, and will ſhort! 
ſeize you. What will it then ſignify to for- 
get it? What, but your certain ruin? You | 
may be peculiarly pleaſing to God, by de- 
voting the prime of life to him, who in his 
Word has diſtinguiſhed with peculiar marks Prov. viii. 
of his approbation the inſtances of an early 45 
ty; witneſs the prophet Samuel, King . 
eil, and the Evangeliſt Timothy. You 2 Chron. 
may thus injoy life in the beſt manner, re- Tin 4. 
ſtraining all diſorderly affections, keeping 15. 
your minds free from the torment of guilty 
reflections, and from the dread of death; 
and ennoble the common injoyments of life 
by u pleaſing ſenſe of the divine favour, and 
the proſpect of conſummate and eternal 
bleſſedneſs in heaven. Theſe will be the 
good fruits of regulating your conduct by 
a conſtant regard to a future Judgment, and 
abſtaining from whatever would expoſe you 
to e Whether you will. * 
8 


Of the Porſons „ 


* of it or not, you muſt be judged. It is not 


in your power to eſcape the notice of God 
now, or decline his inquiry at laſt; why will 
you then ſhut it out of your repard and con- 
cern now? Should you live to old age, yet 
muſt account for your youthful time; 

and if you have ſpent i ill, it will have a 
certain bad influence on your 1 years, 
and without continual labour and violent 
ſtruggling, 2 moſt fatal influence on your 
eternity. Or you may probably die young, 
and you muſt then be judged ; and if you 
have improved youth aright, death will only 
haſten your reward; and your fincere pur- 
s, endeavours, and pteparations for & 
pious and uſeful life, the execution of which 
death alone prevented, ſhall not looſe their 
reward. © 

2. The great, and mighty, and ck thin 
apptar before the tribunal of the Son of God, 
and receive their doom; ſuch as were above 
being called to account for their vices 
men, or who by management, - bribes, or 
threatenings, ſecured themſelves from puniſh. 
ment here, Nothing is more apt to puff 

than ſucceſsful wickedneſs ; and 

while they eſcape unpunifhed, or bear down 
all before them in this world, they come'to 
imagine, there is no God who obſerves them 
in order to puniſh them hereafter. They ſay, 
how does God know, and is there knowfedge 
in the _ r The Scripture _— 
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is very expreſs in aſſuring them, that their rams 
wer or wealth will prove no ſecurity a- XV. 
5 the inquiry, and condemnation of the 
day. 1 ſaw, ſays St. John, the dead, Rev. xx. 
ſinall and great, fland before God, And our 
Lord, in the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, after deſcribing his pompous lux- 
urious way of life, and his wealth laviſhed 
without any regard to God or charity to 
the poor, adds, the rich man died, and was Luke xvi; 
buried, and in bell lift up bis eyes being in 9 
torments. His receiving good things in this 
life, was ſo far from inſuring the better 
things of another, that his abuſe of them 
occaſioned his heavier torment. Thus alfo 
St. John. deſcribes, as it appeared to him 
in a viſton, the judgment of God overtaking 
the great and mighty ſiners of this world. | 
And the heavens departed as a ſcroll when it is Rev. vi. 
rowled together; and every mountain and iſland 14. 
were moved out of their places; and the kings 
of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bond-man, and every free 
man, hid themſelves in the dens, and in the 
rocks of the mountains: and ſaid to the moun- 
tains and rocks, fall on us, and bide us from 
the face of bim that fiteth upon the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb. For the great 
of bis wrath is come, and who 485 be 
fo Hand So | 
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Of the Perſins 


What can power avail againſt .Omnipos 
— —5 Wealth cannot bribe a God, who 
beſides his being immutably righteous, is all 


ſufficient in himſelf, hath all the treaſures of 


the creation at his command, gave them 


Ifai. xl. 


power may give mortals 


the wealth on which they boaſt, and can 
take it again when he pleaſes. Wealth and 
iti inction with re- 
gard to each other, but what are they to 
God? All nations, with all their kings * | 
great men, are before him, but as the dr 
the bucket, or the ſmall 25 of the ball, 
He can with a frown blaſt their ſtrengt 
deſtroy their poſſeſſions, put an end to kei 
health and pleaſure, or change their friends 


and dependents into enemies and oppreſſors. 


Add to this, that death at once removes all 


the grounds of their preſumption, ſtrips 
them of all their wealth, greatneſs, and 
power, and places them before the bar of 


God, as humble and dependent as the 


meaneſt; and he will regard their former 
ſlate and power, not as reaſons againſt their 
being judged, but as truſts for which they 

are ſtrictly accountable. 
And as they cannot defend themſelves a- 
gainſt God, neither can they put in any 


rtecaſonable claim to an exemption from his 


cogniſance. You are wealthy, you are pow- 


Sf it is granted. But pray who made you 
us? Who made and preſerves the world, 
on a {mall portion of which you value your- 
. "_ 
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ſelves ſo much? Who formed your under- Sw 
h ſtandings and active powers, and placed you XV. 
in favourable circumſtances for acquiring 
this wealth, power, and influence? The 
fame God who made the poor, made you. 
The ſame hand that upholds. them in. life, 
upholds: you. He hath given you a nature 
capable of virtue and piety, as he hath to 
them. He hath given you more talents, and 
qualified you, for doing greater good, and 
riſing to a more exalted piety, and he muſt 
therefore expect an anſwerable improvement, 
and bring you into Judgment. Your inde- 
pendence on others, -your power by which 
you-brave human juſtice, your wealth which 
you make your ſtrong tower, theſe are all 
truſts which you have received from him 
and inſtead of priviledging you from being 
called to an account, will make a great part 
of your reckoning, and if you have abuſed 
them, will aggravate your condemnation; ' 
God accepteth not the perſon of princes, nor Job „av. 
regardeth the rich more than the poor, for 9. 
they are all the work of his hands. How 
abſurd is the reaſoning on which you build 
your confidence. God has given us more 
than others, therefore we are leſs obliged to 
reverence, love, and obey him. He hath 
intruſted us with more, therefore he will be I 
leſs concerned to bring us to an account; 8 
When the greater the truſt, the greater the 4 
e He hath put it into 
r DN 8 
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Sennen your power to imitate his goodneſs, in doing 
XV. good extenſively ; and to approve your love 
of what is excellent, by moderating your 
ſenſual defires and indulgences, and prefer- 
ing the ſatisfactions of devotion, virtue, and 
beneficence. And will you oppoſe his deſigns, 
imploy wealth and power only to injure 
others, or to gratify ſome mean inclinations 
of your own, and yet hope to paſs un- 
puniſhed? Will you be more wicked than 
others, and ſhall your offences be more ag- 
gravated, and will you yet hope that a juſt 
- God will be leſs ready to puniſh you? Can 
any concluſion be more abſurd?  _ 
But perhaps the proſperous finer founds 
his hopes on his long proſperity and im- 
punity. A very deceitful foundation. For 
| What is the longeſt life here, when com- 
pared with the eternity before us, and in 
which God may ſufficiently manifeſt his diſ- 
pleaſure againſt his vices? God is willing 
that Virtue and Religion ſhould be our free 
choice, and therefore allows the finer a pro- 
r time for trial, and does not immediate]! 
follow his tranſgreſſions. with deſerved pu- 
niſhment. He makes powerful finers an- 
_ {wer wiſe ends of his Providence, in puniſh- 
ing others, exerciſing the virtues of the good, 
or cortecting their faults, and therefore ſuf- 
fers them to flouriſh for a little while; but 
when he hath uſed them as his rod, he will 
. caſt them into the 15 Conſider ro | 
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all ye who are diftinguiſhed by wealth, and Szaiton* 
power, and proſperity. - Theſe as they ate XV- 
great truſts, and capable of being improved 
to yout own great happineſs, and to the ge- 
neral good, ere alſo great temptations to 
pride, enſuality, a diſregard to God and eter- 
nity, and the like. Nothing will more aſſiſt 
you to render them indeed bleſſings to your- 
ſelves, as well as to the world, than: to look 
on them as talents, and yourſelvegas ſtewards; 
and frequently to "conſider the inſituctions of 
your Lord, and to look forward to the in- 
ig he will make into your imptovements. 

A ſerious and habitual regard to this will 
prevent their having any ill influence, oy 
you all the real ſatisfactions that belong to 
them, and ingage you to ſecure your eternal 
inheritance. - Perhaps you are vicious, and 
others dare not reprove your vices, or can- 
not puniſh them. But what has the Judge 
of the world to fear from you, or what have 
you to hope from him, merely on the credit. 
of your wealth, who when he lived on earth 
prefered a ſtate of poverty, and che "company 
of the pious poor 7 
Are you ſo” wiſe and happy as to imploy | 
your wealth and power for the good of man- 
ind? You can then bear to think of a 
future reckoning z and frequent ſerious. 
thoughts of this Kind N aſſiſt you to uſe 
theſe in the beſt manner. A not 15 1 ON 
minded, nor do 15 truſt in uncertain ri 
c 2 
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Sexwon. but in the Eving God, who giveth you all things 
rich to znjoy 7: Are you rich in good works, 
CY ready. to ebe, willing to communicate, 

; laying up in flore for yourſelves a good trea- 
ſure againſt the time io came, that you may lay 

bold on eternal life? The more you receive 

from Cod, ie your gratitude to bim, and 

your zeal in his ſervice the more inlarged ? 

Amidft your. injoyment of his bounties, in- 

ſtead of forgeting him, do your. hearts daily. 

aſcend in grateful praiſes to the giver ;: and 

do you value ſtill more than theſe the better 

bleflings of converſe. with God, and a ſenſe 

of his favour, and the refined pleaſures of 

heaven? Cannot the affluence of wealth, 

the flatteries of ſenſe, or the temptations of 

power, ſenſualize your yearts, ſwell them 

with pride, or excite you to violence and in- 

- Juſtice; but are you heavenly, devout, be- 

Luke xvi. neficent, and humble? Do you thus make 

« 9% to yourſehyys friends of the deceitful Mammon? 
Preſent riches and power will then ayail you 


* 


in the other world; this good iffiprovement 
of them will intitle you to: a larger ſhare of 
Lake xix. Pacpinel for the ſervant ho improyed ten 
7 pounds Was {ct oyer ten cities. 
3. As wealth, er power cannot ſet any 
aboye the Judgment of the laſt day, neither 
| | can. poverty, cr, meaoneſs of condition hide | 
Rev. xx. any from the obſervation of the Judge, Al] 
the dead, beth ſmall and great, muſt Hound be- 

ee Gods every lend he and every Joes, Let 


Ly 
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none therefore, on account of the ſmallneſs Season 
of their portion here, think they may uſe it XV. 
as they pleaſe; the ſervant who had but one Mat r. 
talent commited to him was called to a 24 
reckoning, and becauſe he had not improve- 
ed, was caſt into outer darkneſs,” where is 
aweeping and gnaſhing of teeth. God will not 
indeed examine you as to your uſe of riches, 
which you never had, or abuſe of power 
never poſſeſt. It will not be inquired how 
generous and condeſcending you have been, 
and how little attached to the world, who 
had little temptation to love it. But poor as 
you are, you are capable of the knowledge 
and love of God and of Jeſus; you have 
many bleſſings relating to the preſent life 
which deſerve your gratitude; and you owe 
your Creator for making your ſpirits reaſon- 
able and immortal, for redeeming you by 

his Son, and for the lively hope of a glorious 
immortality : theſe bleſſings you poſſeſs in 
common with others, and theſe are fo va- 
luable, as to make the other diſtinQion'of 

riches and poverty not worth regarding. 
Fou have not perhaps leiſure or abilities 
for carrying your inquiries into nature, or 
your ſtudy of Religion, as far as others; but | 
you may Eno the only true God, and Jeſus John xvii. 
Chriſt whom be hath ſent ; you may believe 3 
in and obey him, as well as others; you =_ 
may live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the Titus i. 
preſent world, looking for the bleſſed bope, "my i: 13 2» 
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XV. 
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TOES - of the great God; and of 
our. Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, And you have 
virtues in a manner peculiar to yout ſtation, 


which you may practiſe to greater advantage 


than others, and you will be peculiarly ex- 


amined- with regard to theſe, You may 
maintain a greater indifference to this world, 
a more ſteddy regard to, and conſtant — 


ference of the other, who have little 


to attract your deſires. You may be tempe- 


rate, who have fewer temptations to intem- 


perance, and more preſſing obligations to be 
ſober. Vou may be humble, contented with 


the diſpenſations of divine Providence, and 
faithful, and diligent in the diſcharge of the 
duties of your ſtation. If you cannot feed 


the hungty, or cloath the naked, you may 
be pititful, courteous, and ready according 


. to your power to help all that come in your 
Way. If you have not ſo much leiſure as 
others for: devotion, you may ſanctify con- 
ſeientiouſly the Lord's day, and take a ſmall 
portion from every day; in the morning to 


acknowledge the goodneſs of God and your 
dependence, and to commend yourſelves to 


his favour; and in the evening to praiſe his 


conſtant goodneſs, and unfailing bounty, to 


implote his forgiveneſs for the ſins of 2 


day, his bleſſing on yout endeavours to per- 


| fect holineſs, — bis. protection over you 
during the night, You may thus preſerve 
n * n ſenſe of God, and chearful en- 


deavayr 
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deavour to pleaſe him, 'and a lively concern 
for your happineſs in eternity. Though you 
cannot ſupport a Miniſtry, you may by your 
ready attendance and improvement incoura 


it. Though you cannot found Charity Schools, 


you may educate piouſly your own children; 
and though you cannot be ſhining lights to 
the world, you may be good examples in 


your own families, and amidſt your few ac- 


gquaintance. Have you not theſe and various 
other advantages and abilities for Religion, 
virtue, and uſefulneſs? Are not theſe va- 


luable truſts, when conſidered in relation to 


an eternal ſtate ? And can you imagine God 
will not call you to an account as to 
improvement of theſe, becauſe he has not 


given you every talent? Be not deceved; "8 


you are as much the creatures of God, and 
the redeemed of the Lobd, as the rich; your 


nature is as capable of holineſs and happineſs, 
you muſt therefore render an account as cer- 


tainly as others. And the leſs you have to 


pre your affections to this world, with the 
neglect of another, the leſs excuſeable will 


your neglect of it be, and the more aggra- 
vated your condemnation ; whom not even 


the inconveniences, contempt, and ſufferings 
of the preſent ſtate could ſtop in purſuing a 
brutal and ſenſual happineſs, and turn to ſeek 
the favour of God, and the 5 
e laſt day, mera wag 18 


& 4 . . 


e 85 ; Having 


391 
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Sauen Having thus ſhewn you that thers is no 
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good teaſon for any to hope they may evade 


— the tribunal of Ch.R, not for thoſe who ſeem 


to have the faireſt plea for it, I need not 
carry on the proof to other particulars. Let 
me rather for a concluſion entreat all who 
hear me, ſince every one, as ſurely as he 
now hears me, muſt hear and obey the call 
of the Son of God to come to Judgment, 
and appear before his great tribunal, to act 
like a reaſonable Being, to conſider what is 
| neceſſary to his being acquited, and what 
will bring him into condemnation, and to 
which of theſe his preſent character would 
ſubject him. How amazing is the ſtupid 
unconcernedneſs of the generality, who never 
ſeriouſly - think of, this account, or provide 
for it! Were it but certain that twenty of 
this audience would be tried before one of 
our judges as to their moral conduct; and 
all of this number, who ſhould be found 
from this time forward to the end of the 
year to have acted unworthy of the Goſpel, 
ſhould be puniſhed with death; how would | 
this alarm every one of us, and put all of us 
upon reforming our faults with the greateſt 
diligence, leaſt we ſhoyld be among the 
number of the tried and condemned | And 
will not the certain aſſurance from the Son 
of God our Judge, that every one of us muſt 
appear before the bar of an impartial, all- 
Ry and I Judge, to receive a 
| | : ſentence 


\ 


who ſhall be judged. 1 „ 393 
ſentence if we are found wicked, not to a, Sue, 
temporal death, but to everlaſting deſtruc- XV. 
tion; will not this awaken you? What can  . 
rouze you, if this will not? If a trial at the 
tribunal of Chriſt, if ſhame and infamy be- 
fore the whole collection of mankind, if the 
company of devils and damned ſpirits, and à Rev. ui. 
portion in the lake that burneth with fire and 8. 
brimſtone'; if theſe will not fix your atten- 
tion to provide for the one, and avoid the 
other, I deſpair of awakening you by any 
thing I can offer. With the awakening 
words of the inſpired Apoſtle I would there- 
fore cloſe this Diſcourſe, We labour that 2 Cor. v. 
whether preſent or abſent we may be accepted 9 
of him. For we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Chri ft, that every one may 
receive the things done in his Body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the' terrour of the Lord, 
ave purſuade men. Knowing therefore the ter- 

_ of the Lord, as well as his grace, be 

ſuaded denying all ungodlineſs and Titus ii. | 

— lufts, to live ſoberly, rigbteouſly, and 2. 

"a 4 the preſent world; looking for "the 

bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearance of the 

great God, and of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 

And ſeeing we look' for ſuch things, let us be 2 pet. iii. 

diligent that we may be found of bim. in peace, 4. 

without _ and eee ih Amen. 
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2 the Agtions foe: which we ſhall 
= . called to an Account. 
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For we 1 500 all appear before the Fudgwent 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may recei ve 
the things done in bis Body, according to 
ae be Bun done, whether it be good or bad. 


x E are 8 to the een 
of this intereſting Subject, may 
the conſidetation of it leave us 
Mall more ſeriouſly religious, ex- 

cite us to be more uſeful in life, 
and prepare us to be more happy for ever. 
The more effectually to anſwer this purpoſe, 


let us proceed to meditate on the laſt im _— 
of the 


tant truth contained in theſe words 


| __ on ere I * to diſcourſe. 


V, The 


Of the Alien, Ge. 85 395 £5 
\ . Sokwon 
v. The 2 for which we ſhall be XVI. 
judge before the great tribunal. We muſt ³ 3 
all appear, that evry one may receive the things 
done in his Body, according to that be hath done, 
anbet ber it be good or bad. You ſee we are to be 
judged for all our actions while in the body, 
or in our ſtate of trial, that were of a moral 
kind, or capable of being denominated vir- 19222 
tuous or vicious. God will bring every work kecleſ al. 
into judgment, with every ſecret thing. And “ 
our Judge aſſures us, that he ſearcheth the Rer. ii. 
reins and the heart, and will give to every. one 3: 
of us according to our works. All the thoughts 
and actions of a reaſonable Being, by which 
he has advanced or hindered his own virtue 
and piety, and the virtue and piety of others; 
and not only what he has done, but what he 
might have done yet omited, ſhall be con- 
ſidered in the laſt Judgment. God is per- 
fectly and immutably — a lover of 1 3 x 
— and a hater of - iniquity, and is 
always preſent with us; ſees our inmoſt 
thoughts and purpoſes, as well as our out- 
ward actions; knows the advantages for be- 
coming good which we enjoy, our improve- 
ment or abuſe of theſe, and the degree f 
virtue or viciouſneſs there is in our actions, 
and he cannot forget any one particular. He 
cannot therefore but love and reward per- 
ſons, in proportion to the degrees of real 
Nr which they have attained ; or be 
di PO 
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Szxmon diſp leaſed with and puniſh them, according 

XVI. to che degrees of their viciouſneſs; and it is 

therefore evident, that all our thoughts and 

actions, and all the circumſtances which may 

ſerve to denominate us of one character or 

the other, will be conſidered at the laſt de- 

ciſive Judgment. It may be uſeful to men- 

tion ſome particulars for which we muſt ac- 

count, either ſuch as are moſt important, or 

which perſons are moſt apt to imagine will 

5 eſcape the notice of God, and the cenſure 
= 5 ob Sins laſt day. 

1. Our moſt ſecret thoughts, Aefires, ind 
intentions will be brought into Judgment,” as 
well as our external actions. St. Paul calls 

Rom. i. the day of Judgment, the day when God will 
16. „judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt. And 

x Cor. iv. he thus cautions the Corinthians, Judge no- 
1 thing before the time, until the Lord come; 
who both will bring to light the bidden things 
of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the counſels 

of the heart; and then ſhall every good man 

Matt. v. have praiſe of God. And our Lord, who 

» ©, 5, particularly in his Sermon from the Mount, 

| Luke xi. gives laws to the thoughts and paſſions of 

3,2. men, often aſſures us, that there is nothin 

| 8 * hid which ſhall not be brought to light, nor 

ſecret which ſhall not be known. And our 

Reaſon, if we conſult it, will abundantly 
confirm theſe declarations. The God under 
whoſe direction our ideas ariſe regularly to 
our view, and who maintains the right order 
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of our minds, muſt certainly ſee what paſſes $zauon 
within them; for be that teaches. man know- XVI. 
leage, ſhall nat be:know-? And no operations 1 
of « our minds can poſſibly. eſcape his notice, 10. 

in whom we live, move, and have our be- 

ing. It is certain alſo, that all the morality 
of actions, their merit or guiltineſs, their 
virtue or viciouſneſs, depends on the thoughts Mart xv. 
and intentions. External actions are no fur- 
ther objects in themſelves of praiſe or cen- 
ſure, of reward or puniſhment, than as they 
proceed from a good or evil intention; and 
if we eſteem the proceeding to the external 
action, to be an augmentation of the virtue 

or the fault, it is only becauſe this proves 

* deſire or intention to be more ſtrong | 
and eſtabliſhed; As therefore God ſearcheth jere. xvi. 
our bearts, and trieth our reins, and under- > 
Pandeth our thoughts a far off ;. is of purer eyes cxxxix. 1. 
than to behold evil, and loveth truth in the in- li. 6. 
ward parts; he cannot but bring our moſt 
ſecret thoughts and Pro: into Judgment 
at laſt, 
Hie is a wined to the ſecret. piety of the 

devout, to the ardour of their NT and 
love, the earneſtneſs of their deſires to re · 
ſemble him in holineſs and goodneſs; their 
inward: abhorrence of fin, and ingenuous 
ſorrow for having commited it; and to the 
fervour of their. deſires and prayers for the 
ra ch of their fellow creatures, as well 

as to the outward actions, the fruits of 
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—_—_— thoſe Aiſpoktions. Their wal Father 
| 1 in ſecret, and will reward them openiy. 


6. 


＋ — 


2 Cor. viii. their ſucceſs, 


12. 


07 the Alion, 


And where the external action, or wan 1] 


_ or- ſucceſs, was prevented by things out 


of their power, they ſhall be rewarded 285 
cording to the warmth and ſtrength of 
their defires and purpoſes, not according to 
If there be a willing mind, 
they will be accepted; and rewarded, accord. 
to what they have, not according to 


what they have not. Not one good defire 


or deſign, which meerly for want of 


portunity did not appear in act, or which 
properly terminated between God and the 
foul,” and could not appear to men, ſhall 
paſy unrewarded, by God. The principal 


and moſt valuable part of Religion, pecu- 
 harly ſo called, conſiſts of the ſecret thoughts 


„„ © end e of the heart, which can only 


be known unto God. The leſs knowledge 
men have of our devout affections, the leſs 


influence can a regard to them be ſuppoſ- 
ed to have on the mind; the leſs poſftbi- 
lity is there of any mean views, and the 


more room for a genuine unaffected piety, 


and for a large reward. And what an 
incouragement is this to an uniform fer- 


vent piety, and an unſullied purity of heart! 
It is now our greateſt excellence and hap- 
- pineſs, and it . hall ap 


pear at laſt to. 


_ | Whole world to haye been our wiſdom, 


and 
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and qualify us for a divine and never end- sander 
felicity. 1 
And as this ase Fields the moſt ſolid OI 
Wh to the truly devout, it ſpeaks equal 
terrour to the formal, impure, or negligent 
profeſſor of Religion, and to the ſecretly 
wicked. God is not to be deceived by an 
outward devotion, and a bodily attendance 1 
on his worſhip. He ſees when the heart Matt. w. 
is far from bim; he ſees the want of a fin- © * 
cere and prevailing love to him, through all 
their profeſſions of eſteem and devotion. 
He ſees the coldneſs of their hearts, and 
their inſenfibility to his goodneſs, while 
perhaps they are offering him the higheſt 
praiſes for the greateſt benefits. He ſees 
the want of a Ireen compunction of 
ſoul, of a real abhorrence of their ſins, and 
hearty reſolutions againſt them, when they | 
are in the moſt humble manner acknow- 
ledging their offences before him. Their 
performing the external actions, without 
correſpondent: affections within, will be re= 
garded by bim as ſolemn mockery ; and the 
portion of hypocrites is in Scripture repre- 
ſented as the moſt dreadful. Why ſhould 
I then mock with God, when I can only 7 
deceive' myſelf,” and incenſe him? Wink 
, What ſerious attention of mind, with what 
devotion” of heart, ſhould 1 worſhip God, 
n in * or ſecret, ſince God 
diſcerneth 


400 BK Of tbe Aids. TA | 
ann diſcerneth my-ſecret ſoul, and will judge me 
ul. for its moſt ſecret motions! What an in- 
SY fluence would this thought have upon = to 
* cure the levity of my mind, and rouze me 
out of all trifling and formality, that God 
will judge the ſecrets of all men by Jeſus 
Chriſt! I ſhould, be aſhamed and awaken- 
1 ed to attention, if I thought a ſerious Chri- 
. Saen ſaw the vanity. of my heart; and ſhall 
9 4 not the thought, that my Judge ſees it, and 
" will reckon with me for it, make me A 
1 0 and afraid to indulge it? 3 
"ng What terrour alſo does this truth ſpe 
I 95 all the ſecretly; wicked! Vou jmpoſe 
perhaps on men the appearance of great 
piety, ſanctity, humility, and juſtice, While 
Ycu are really in ſecret profane, lewd, proud, 
or unjuſt. Vou laugh to think how ca- 
ſily yon cheat others, obtain the eſteem due 
; to real worth, and / injoy in private the 
pleaſures and. profits of wickedneſs; and 
think yourſelves, we — wiſe, for being thus 
able to ſęparate the fin from the puniſh- 
ment: or you flatter yourſelyes, .. 585 be- 
| cauſe. theſe. diſpofitions do not break out 
iat open actions, that you ſhall, therefore 
_ as unobſerved; by God. as by men; 
dd that his anden with you is a ſign 
af his indifference. But what folly is this? 
When the — wickedneſs of ſome, 


* the ſeer et pi and virtue * others are 
11 Irie att one 


for which: we. foal be 8 


out. diſguiſe, ſhouſd call you to an account, 


and puniſh you publickliy. Our Lord in- 8 % 


forms us the guilt of adultery, murder, and 


the like crimes, may, be contracted, where 


the external action is never produced; and 


thus render us odious in the eye of God, 
loſe us the happineſs and reward of the 
pure, and ſuhject us to the publick infa- 
my and condemnation of the laſt day. No- 
thing but repentance and inward amendment 
can prevent this; and nothing but internal 
ſanctity commend us to that omniſcient Be- 
ing, who is a Spirit, and a conſtant witneſs 
to whatever paſſes within our ſpirits, 


Again; how careful ſhoul this make us 
as to the ſimplicity of our intentions, here 
- they, are in part right, that no corrupt 


defigns,. infinuate themſelves, and mixing 


with the good defile the heart. God ſees 


not only that part of our intention which is 


agreable. to him, but the whole ſoul; how 
far love to him and concern to pleaſe him 
ſway us, and how far we are influenced by 

a regard to men, and to our reputation, in 
religious worſhip; how far true charity goes 
in determining us td give, alms, and how 
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e principal reaſon of God's appointing 2 Saxon 
2 of manifeſtation, and righteous Judg- XVI. 


ment, that juſtice may be done to both 
* — all. Lour ſecret and ſuccesful wick 
edneſs is a reaſon, why your Goverhour and 


Judge, to whom ad Fig conduct appears with- 
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La 
1 
2 FP. if 


18 0 the A#ions 


„nos far the defire of glory from men. Foeliſhly 
= Ttial- to ourſelves we may fix our regard 
nly on what is laudable in dur affections 

- and defigns; but what will it avail to impoſe 
n vurlelves, when we cannot; hide- the 
Whole truth from God? Let us therefore 
| ſearch and trie our hearts, and beg God to 
EY fearch us, and try us, and ſhow us ourſelves; 
_ and 27 there be any wicked way in us to con- 
r vince and reclaim us, and 70 lead ws in the 


way everlaſting. © © | 
Telly; chi ſhould 1 give a check to the 
ny Tay levity of Ur thoughts, when 


= th + ab Wd ly criminal, 9 — 
ey rut and will de us for them at laſt. 
We ſhould perhaps be aſhamed that perſons 
. of re Are and piety ſhould know how. 
_ triflingly and childifhly our thoughts are 
= often imployed ; and can we help aſking 
- ourſelves,” how they will bear the inſfetion 
' _ of God: Are th 7 hk as become reaſon- 
able and Mita] beings, capable of- the 
imployments and pleaſures of devotion, of 
to - Knowledge and friendſhip, and of entertain- 
- ing themſelves with the proſpects and joys of 
' Eternity? Will my Judge, when he ap- 
rs, think this waſte of thought and time, 
' -".. s trifling | turn of mind, excuſeable in one 
' Tit, i, Whom he died to redeem to bimſelf, to be boly, 
14. pet and. zealous of good works ? The 
mind I allow muſt at times be unbefit, and 
fuch amuſements and diverſions, as ferve to 
g recruit 
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recruit its Rrevgth, and fit it to diſcharge gruen 
is great work with chearful vigour, anſwer XI. 
 vaſuabte purpoſes, and will bear the in- A 
ſpection of our Judge; but it is as plain we 
fhould © avoid that trifling turn of mind, 
which" indiſpoſes us for any important af | 
fait, -weikens and diſſipates the 12 Let 
us therefore eſtabli ourſelves in the belief 
of this great truth, and make it familiar to 
dur minds, that when we are moſt conceal- 
ed from men, yea, from all creatures, we 
are then open to the eye of God; may ap- 

: 15 mi = to bm | by the piety, purity, 
benevolence of our intentions and af. 
fections, or diſpleaſe him by a contrary tem- 
per; may ſecute the honours, or incur the 
publick rag nor of the great day. 
2. Our words ſhall be brought into Judg- 
ment. This is not Sade as It ought 
to be by the g nerality, who allow them- . 
ſelves doch a in talking, as if this 
was their fentiment, ur tongue are dur Pal. xii 
own, who is Lord over us? They are in- + 
dined. to think, what is ſo ſoon formed, 
ſo ſoon gone, and ſo ſoon "foi oögoten, b ß 
1 at 2 as their worls — - 
parded God, ot remembered zt 
= The 93 pel of Chriſt therefore fre- 
0 ee d be e ti truth up- 
A us. What can be more expreſs and 
_ awful than this determination off our Lord 
the great Judge? I ſay uno you, that every Mar, x 1. 
D 2 . 
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Sanne idle * as it appears from the context the 


0 the Actions 


VI. Greek ſhould be rendered) every. injurious 
— and malicious word that men ſhall 175 ue 


nent. For by thy. words thou 


ſhall give account thereof i in the da 
hal l. . 
ed, 14 thy {OM thou, ſbalt be condemn- 


Rev. xxi. ed. Lyars particularly, one chief ſort of of- 


fenders with the tongue, are commonly 


—_— joined with ſome of the worſt ſiners, and 


included in the chreatenings of final. con- 
demnation... And there is the greateſt rea» 
ſon why our: words .ſhould be conſidered 
and brought into Judgment, as well as what 


- Matt. xii. we call our actions. For they ſerve as truly 


3+ 


to denominate our internal character, and 
oftentimes better. ſhew it, than our actions, 
as they eſcape us before we are aware, 
and give us not time to diſſemble; an 
they haye as real effects upon others, their 
happineſs or miſery as our actions. Except- 
ing therefore the caſe of promiſes or threat · 
enings, there is but little reaſon, to diſ- 
_ tinguiſh words from actions. Bleſſ God | 
with the mouth is as much an act of piety, 
as kneeling before him. T he comforting 
another by friendly and pious conver- 
ſation, is as much an act of charity and 
friendſhip, as with our hands removing 
wbat hurted his body. And the afflicting 
or injuring another, by. unkind, malicious, 
or corrupt ſpeeches, is as much an evil 


. as e his body and giving 
e © 50 


| for which we ſhall be Judged. 40 $ 
him pain. A falſe witneſs may take away sz 
life or money as effeQually as a murtherer XVI. | 
or robber; and a flanderer ruin a man's credit, 

and with that his ſubſiſtence, as effectually as 

if he ſpoiled him by violence. I may inſtill 
the principles of Religion and Virtue into 
another, or corrupt him, by my words, as 
really and effectually as by my example 
and actions; it is not therefore ſtrange that 
a righteous God ſhould judge us for them. 
7 be: more quick therefore the ' motions of 
the tongue, and the more difficult it is to 
govern them, the more reaſon there is for 
frequently inculcating this truth, that by our 
words we ſhall be Juſtified, or by our words 


condemned. 


Was this Moroupbly believed and con- 
ſidered, what a happy change would it pro- 
duce in converſation, and in the commerce 
of the world; and for want of its being ſo, 
how many evils prevail; ſo many, that 
it is hard to ſay whether upon the whole 
ſpeech, as it is ordinarily uſed, be more a 
bleſſing than a curſe. The tongue is a fire, _ iii, 
4 world of iniquity; it defileth the whole & 
body, ſeteth on fire the courſe of nature, and 
ts ſet on fire of bell. What a ſevere, but 
what a juſt deſcription is this of the abuſe © 
of ſpeech ! To prevent our converſation 
from being chargeable with this guilt, let 

uy Frequently meditate on the account we 

” D d 3 muſt 
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* of 


0 WN de Adios, 


maſt 1 of. our A "his vin at 
only feſtrain us rem all lying, from all 
impurc.-apd, malicious cohverſation, from 


every word that wopld injare the virtue, 
peace, or welfare of our wenden. and 
maſt of al} 7 whatever would n 


a- contempt of the ſa e Mg 
gommon e — curling, and U 
the like, but will. alſo excite us to apploy | 
this noble gift of our Creator, in a. manner 
ſome. way. worthy the deſgn of the ET: 
It will ingage vs. to bear in company, not 


only an innocent, but an uſeful part; will 


cut off the impertinences, as well as the 


abuſes of ſpeech; and ingage. us to com 


municate ſentiments which may increale the 


knowledge; animate the virte and. piety, 


lighten the ſorrows, and improve the ta- 
tional ſatisfactions of thoſe. with whom we 


converſe; at leaſt innocently entertain and 
relieve them, amidſt the fatigues, and cares, 
and yexations that attend this mortal life. | 


Nothing chat might betray in ourſelves, or 


"a malicious temper, would ever eſca 


looſe, a profane, or 


produce 1 in others, a 
pe from 


doe, who know and confider they muſt 


ſhortly give an aceount of their diſcourſe. 
ſpeech will be. always with grace, or 
miable and benevolent, 2 with ſalt, 


9 ſach e wine: aa e ht the 
bearer 


£. 
ſs; oo 
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- How little do they who moſt need this Szzuon 


conſideration, attend to the account they 
mult give of their words unto God. How 
many make no r of 9 1 .9f 

lightly taking up, and induſtriouſſy ſpread- 
ing calumnies; by which friendſhips are.diſ- 
ſolved, the-quiet of families broken, the re- 
putation and uſefulneſs of the well-deſerving 


ruined, the modeſt and innocent pierced to 


the heart, and diſguſts, quarrels, uncharita- 
bleneſs, and i injuries every where multiplied. 


Hoy many who indulge themſelves in ſuch, 
practices, have yet the face to put them- 


ſelves off for good perſons, becauſe per- 
haps they ſcruple picking a pocket, or com- 


. 


miting l lewdneſs. But the judgment of God, Rom. ii. 


againſt thoſe who commit theſe things, is al. 


Ways according to truth. Where this abuſe 


| of ſpeech is equally miſchievous to ſociety, - 
and diſcovers equal malignity of heart, with 


other vices which all agree to brand as 
moſt guilty, it will receive from a. righte- 
ous God an equal condemnation, and ſhould 
therefore be with equal care avoided by us. 
The lyar who quite perverts the uſe of 


ſpeech, the mutual communication of ſen- 


timents, knowledge, and truth, muſt there- 
fore with reaſon expect the condemnation 
ſo often threatened to bim in Scripture; 
they from whoſe mouths flow filthy and 


un communication, muſt expect to be 
ou Dd 4 ex- 
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07 the Addis 


3 . excluded from the beg ven! Jeruſalem, Into 
el. which nothing that defileth can enter: and as 


- for the dealers in profane pon and curſes, 
© (could I ſuſpe& there were any ſach among 
my audience) I would affiire them, that 


they muſt ſoon appear before a God, whoſe 
_ majeſty and authority they will find much 


too ſacred to be trifled with, and ſuffer a 
damnation too dreadful to be wantonly im- 
precated on their own heads, or on others, 
unleſs a bitter repentance and an intire re- 


formation . 


Omiſſions of duty will be e it 000 


conſidered, and puniſhed, as well as actual 
ſins. Too many content themſelves with a 
; negative righteouſneſs. © They are not pro- 


fane, 9 hrs or unjuſt, and therefore 
they come 'off wel at laſt, though 


| they neglect to cultivate 4 pious 450 divine 
— . —5 and though they art without cha- 


Tity to the neceſſitous, "and. unconcerned for 
the happineſs of their fellow creatures. In 
direct oppoſition to the hopes of ſuch per- 


ſons, our Lord relates the tranſactions of 


che laſt day, Matt. xxv. 41. — in which 
relation, the condemnation of men for ac- 


tual fins is not mentioned, becauſe the guilty 
in thefe could not hope to eſcape, el 


omiſfions of doing good were ſentenced to 
o great a puniſhment. Then © ſhall: be ſay 
to * on bis wad hand, depart "from me ye 


curſed 


"hs which we ſhall be judged. 


deuil and bis angels. For I was: bungry, 


409 
curſed inio everlaſting fire, Prepared for the — 


XVI. 


and ye gave me no meat; I was tbirſty, and a 3» 


ye gave me no drink; a franger, and ye 
took me not in; naked, and ye” clothed me 
not. Nor is there any thing ſtrange or ſe- 
vere in this procedure. Sins of omiſſion 


— be ſo circumſtanced, as to be more 
ty than many fins of commiſſion. A 


22 ſituated advantageouſly for the know- 


edge and the love of God, for retirement 
and 8 and who, neglecting to im- 


prove this ſituation, indulges an earthly ſen- 


ſual ſpirit, may be more criminal than one, 


who through great ignorance of God falls 


into curſing and ſwearing; as he manifeſts 
a more inexcuſable diſregard to God, and 
contempt of his favour, the value of wh ich 
he knew or might have ſo eafily known. 
The omiſſion of an act of charity to a per- 


ſon in extreme diſtreſs, by one capable of 


relieving him, may have ten times the in- 


humanity and guilt in it, of an injury done 


to another, by one under a gt and | 


violent paſfion. 
Let me think ſeriouſly of this. 1 can- 
Jon perhaps charge myſelf with profanc- 


neſs, and open contempt of God, and of 


his worſhip, - but have I not omited num- 
berleſs opportunities for attaining a clearer 

ppprehegſion, and firmer 'belicf of his Per- 
7 den 


Wn 


XVI. 


Of the Adtions © 


"SnnmoN ſections No Providence, a more fervent 


gratitude-and habitual devotedneſs to him? 
12 I not ſacrificed many opportunities of 


this kind, if not to criminal indulgenc ces, 
yet to mean and trifling amuſements? Have 


I dat too often reſtrained prayer before God? 


Hath every morning ſtatedly a witneſs to 
freſh 2 from God, been witneſs to 


freſh acts of gratitude and love to him? 


Have 1 been conſtant and faithful in ſe- 
cret duties, which are abſolutely neceſſaty 
to maintain the diyine life in vigour, and 


to prepare me for an acceptable diſcha 
af the other duties of the chriſtian life 751 


haue not perhaps e injured others, 
or ſeduced them to vice, but have I not 


omited many favourable op ities far 


doing them good, either in their body, 


mind, or reputation? And have I 1 


in jnſtances of genetoſity and charity, 


I have abounded in riches? The grace of 
God appeared to teach me, nat cody fo de- 


ny ungodlineſs, and worldly: luſts, but to 


live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, is 
for and haſtening unto the coming of the 


not only to abſlarn 
evil, but to love the Lord my God with all 
. any heart, and faul, and rineth,: and my 

eightour as: myſelf. ''' Am I not therefons 


day of Chrift.' My Judge commands me 
from all appearance of 


one; as 1 would: not knowingly * 


for which we ſhall be judged. 
the condemnation of the laſt day, 
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to im Szzmon 


prove every opportunity and advantage . 


granted me for the inereaſing in the know- 
jedge and love of God, and in every virtue? 

Allied to this is the next particular. 

4. We muſt be judged as to our improve- 
ment or waſte of the abilities and advantages 
for doing good which we have poſſeſt, and 
rewarded or puniſhed: accordingly. But of 
this, and what remains. on this important 


Subject, I ſhall treat in my next Diſcourſe. 


— 


SERMON | 


s K R Mc 0 N XVII. 


Of the Actions for en we | hall 
1227 be called to an Account. 


1 0k. v. 10. 


Fur we muſt all appear before the udgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in bis Body, according to 
"that be Jath Jon, whether it be good or bad. 


H av E made 5 a conſiderable 
& progreſs in treating the laſt im- 
t truth I obſerved in this 
account, which St. Paul gives of 
a future general Judgment, wiz. 
its taking cogniſance of all our thoughts and 
actions of a moral kind, while we live in 
theſe bodies, on our trial for eternity. 1 
have ſhown, that our moſt ſecret thoughts, 
defires, and intentions will be brought to 
light, and our character and ſtate be in a 
gteat meaſure 8 by them — that 


\ our 
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dur words alſo will be brought into Judg- Seite 
ment—and that it will be inquired, what XVII. 
good we have omited to do, for which we PORT 
had ability and opportunity I now proceed 
to another ene Ane . . e al- 
lied to this. SD Weis 

4. We muſt he judged at laſt a to. our 
improvement. or,-waſte of our talents,” that 
1s,- of the abilities and means of doing good 
which we have poſſeſt, and rewarded or 
puniſhed accordingly. - This our Lord the. 
Judge inculcates with the greateſt clearneſs 
and ſtrength in the two Parables of the Luke sizz . 
Pounds, and of the Talents, commited by 
a Lord to his ſervants. He who improved 
ten pounds well, was ſet over ten Cities; he 
who managed five well, over five Cities; 
while he who napkined up his, though he x 
did not waſte it, was caſt into outer darkneſs, Matt. xxv; 
 wobere is weeping, and wailing, and gnaſbing “ 
of teeth, The generality. inſtead of regard= 

ing the talents in their hands, as excitements 
to a chearful diligence, and truſts which 
Will increaſe their account, are apt to regard 
| them as an excuſe for ſloth and negligence: - 
They injoy, it may be, the advantages of a 
religious education, and the beſt inſtructions 
for, holineſs and happineſs, and are ſur- 
rounded with the feweſt temptations to vice, 
yet, content themſelves with ſuch mean at- 
tainments in piety and: goodneſs, as it would 
be even a difficult for them not to reach; with 
Ingo eſcaping 


wy 


rer efcaping the; groſſor pollutions of the world, 


9 o/ tbe Ac ions 


I. while they make bot a'profiviency in hok- 


—— neſs and in the divine life, in 


* N their 
concern to improve his gifts agreably to his 
intention in beſtowing them ; but ſuch per- 
i... fons ſhould know and confider, that 3 


* iahoy. When they 
in a conſtant * 


him 


any meaſure 
tioned: to-the We which they 
might and dught to live 
htful intercourſe of vene- 
ration, love, — a dependence, and re- 
fignation - —— God, Sis -rectiving from 
peculiar marks of his gracions preſence, 
and ſpecial approbation, they 'contenit them- 
felves with a devotion | what is ſcarce warn 
enough to be termed living. Others think 


their wealth, and thoſe eaſy and — — 
counmſtances wherein they ate placed by God 


and the larger ſhare they webe of His Wem 
ties, an excuſe from à diligent attendance on 
his worſhip, a lively gratitude to him, an 
active zeal in his ſervice, a humble ſens of 
dependence upon him, and a ferions 


le bath given much, of them 8 
more; that inferior degrees of rity, 


zeal, and uſcfalneſs, will be —— and 


rewarded in others, than are neceſfary for 
their ſalvation. A man who has but half a 
talent, if he improves it, and prefents one 
to his Lord, mall be onell as à faithful 


ſetvant and rewarded; while he who was 
intruſtedl with: den alerts, if he returns but 


nn have the doom of the unprofitable 
8 ſervants 


/ 


for "hich ave ſhall'be judged. 


ſervant. And there is the greateſt reaſon N 


wid equity-in this procedure. rng 


- Have I then a clearer knowledge and! | 


| bre worthy apprehenſions of God than 
others, and opportunities for riſing to the 
moſt juſt and lovely conceptions of him, 
and of his diſpenſations to mankind ? I will 
endeavour to riſe to a love and devotediiefs 
to God anſwerable to theſe; and not look 
with contempt on one of lower attainments, 
who perhaps has improved his ſingle talent 
better than I have done my five, and made 
further advances in real goodneſs, proper al- 
fowance being given for his difficulties and 
diſadvantages. Have I time upon my hands 
uningaged by the troubleſome cares of life, 
and the proviſion for a preſent ſubſiſtence? 
I nſtead of waſting this in amuſements and 
leaſures, Which will ſenſualize my ſoul, 
vitiate my taſte for true ha ppineſs, and unfit 
me for the ſatisfactions of virtue and devo- 
non, I will rejoice in the goodneſs of God, 
Who hath thus put it into my power to ant 
ticipate on earth the pleaſures "of heaven; 
e apply myſelf more conſtantly to that 

* ehecſedtich, prayer and praife, which 
will yied me the moſt clear and conſtant 
fight of God, transform me more into his 
image, and give me the greateſt reliſh-and 
injoyment of thoſe ſatisfactions, the moſt 
abundant and perfect inj t of which _ 


conſtitutes a principal part of the A" 
__ * 0¹ 


| | 2 
| — | | HERD Of fe dn: 
| Gannon of heaven. If I do not =O 0 1 ſhall 
VII. have juſt reaſon. to fear I may be for ever 
Wo excluded from it, who prefered any plea- 
ſures before it, and was only ſollicitous for 
ſo much nne as 1 N wound mn 
res hell. 

Am! rich; * . 1 wil eder 
— not merely as the means of lead - 
ing a luxurious and ſplendid life, like that of 
the reh man in the parable, leaſt I ſhare his 
doom, but I will <a tiches as given 
me by God, to qualify, me to be happy like 
Boch an doing good, in giving eaſe to the 
pained, ſupplies to the neceſſitaus, and joy 
— ug the diſtreſſed. I will as at- 
tentively ſeek out, and as readily, embrace 
opportunities for this, as the voluptuous do 
opportunities for indulging their ſenſes; and 
then whereas their pleaſures periſh, in 
uhos, and are followed- with a dre 
reckoning, and a beavy condemnation for 
abuſing the gifts of God, the pleaſure I now 
take in doing good will prepare me to be 
perfectly happy in that world, where I ſhall 
ſiee good and happineſs abound to all who are 
ft to be happy. ; and I ſhall hear from my 
moſt benevolent Redeemer and Judge hot 
tranſpotting ſentence, which will fix my hap- 
pineſs for eternity, Mets good and faith 
XXV. 23. ful ſervant. 


2 5 \ we i $34.1 £ 101 
Every ability, capacity, or opportunity, 
for becoming pious and * is a truſt, 


OW the 


oY, 
+ 


for which Wwe foal be judged. 417 
the value of which our great Goverhot per- Srkwow 
fectly knows, and for which he will call us I. 
to a Ariel account. Let us therefore often 
examine ourſelves; whether we have made 
that improvement of our underſtanding, 
wealth, and influence, in works of piety 
and charity, whieh becomes "thoſe who 
muſt be judged by a Lord, who when he a 
lived upon earth went abont doing good, ex- Ads x. 
erting himſelf to the utmoſt for the honour 3*: 
of God and the happineſs of mankind; and 
who when doing good filled up the whole 
day, took a great part of the night. for de- — 8 
votion, was ſtraitned till his work was ac- i. 12. 
compliſhed, and readily" offered up his life xii. 50. 
to finiſh it. Can I hope that-this Judge will 
approve me, if inſtead of imitating him 
herein, I give myſelf up to ſenſual and ſelfiſh 
indulgences, manifeſt a contempt for his ex- 
ample, and for the ends which he purſued, 
and for that immortal glory and happineſs 
to which he hath thus ſhewn me the way? 
How many opportunities, and what large 
treaſures of heavenly bliſs, which the "beſt 
improvement of Ihel would have ſecured, 
Wave loft irrecoverably? I will double my 
diligence fot᷑ the future ;- the work is excel- | 
left, the aſſiſtances promiſed are divine, and 
the teward is infinite; Iwill be Redfaft, im- * * 
moveable, always tbaunding: inthe work of che” 
Bord for a mut uf know that" my labour is 
not in E 7: I Will value the. 
dot. d. Ee con- 


428. 1 Of the Action: 
Y Sus uon Continuance of my life, as the continuance 
IVI. of opportunities Br riſing to a more exalted 
__ piety and holineſs; an increaſe of - wealth, 
A as an increaſe of the capacity. and means of 
doing good, of imitating the divine benevo- 
lence and injoying the godlike ſatisfactions 
of communicating happineſs; that ſo when 
Matt. xv. my Lord comes he may ſay unto me, Thou 
21.  - ' baſs been faithful in a few things, I will make 
© thee ruler over many; enter thou, into the joy 
of thy Lord. 

5. We ſhall be accountable for the influ- 
ence our actions have had upon others, and 
the fins into which we have led them, If 
we endeayour to improve well our influence 
over others, and to form and excite them to 
picty and virtue, we haye this to comfort 
and encourage us, that ſhould our beſt en- 
deavours prove unſucceſsful to them, we 
gurſelves ſhall by no means loſe our reward. 
What the Prophet ſpeaks, in the Paris: of 
Chriſt, is applicable to all who fincerely 
endeavour to promote the ſame deſign. 

Ii. hir. Though Iſrael. be not gathered, yet 1 ſball be 
5 glarious in the . 
ſhall be my Atrengtb. Ill ſucceſs may approve 
our conſtaney and devotedneſs to the work, 
and heighten our virtue; and then inſtead 
of leſſening it ſhall increaſe the ſplendour 
of our crown, and the value of out re- 
Ward, Source any in appearance. could be 
more unſuchef fl We. while he 
0 . conyerſed . 
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converſed upon earth, though none more Sexwon uu Þ 
able, wile, zealous, and faithful; and none XVII. , 
are ſo glorious in the eyes of God as he. 
This therefore ſhould mightily | Incourage us 
in doing good, or endeavouring it. 
And the conſideration that we muſt an- 
ſwer for the ill influence of our actions up- 
on others, which we might eaſily have fore- 
ſeen and prevented, ſhould make us very 
cautious to avoid all ſinful practices, and all 
appearance of evil. N boſoe ver, faith our Mathew 
Judge, ſhall offend, or cauſe to fall, ane * 
theſe i little ones who' believe in me, it were bet= 
ter for him, that a mill. ſtone were hanged a- 
1 bis neck, and that be were drowned in 
be depth of the ſea. And St. Paul from a 
8 to the day of judgment exhorts us, 
not to 2e our liberty to the ſcandal or fall of Rc Rom. x 
others ; not to defiroy with our meat one for © 
whom Chriſt died; Face wwe muſt all give an 
account of curſelves unto God, How circum- 
ſpe& therefore ſhould perſons of rank and 
character and influence be, leaft by the 
force of their example they fatally draw 
others to vice and ruin. Sins which termi- 
nate on myſelf may be expiated by a fincere 
repentance, through the blood of Chriſt ; but 
how ſhall 1 be purged from the guilt ofrhoſe 
fins by which 1 have ruined others, when 
perhaps I cannot know all whom I have 
fatally influenced, or it is out of my power 
to 1 330 * injury done them? O righteous 
Ee 2 God, 


% 
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— 
all of this character, who not only 


Of the Actions 


God, how will they be able to bear the 
weight of their ſins, and of their puniſh- 
ment! And what terrour does this ea to 


con- 
verſation and example pervert thoſs' Who 


live with them, corrupting the principles 


and morals of the age, being men of it 
and figure; but Who by their profane 
or lewd wtitings convey the infection 
down to poſterity, and draw numbers into 
perdition after they themſelves have left the 


ſtage, and are receiving the juſt puniſhment 
of their aggravated guilt! Who would pre- 
fer the vain reputation of men of uncom- 
mon wit and penetration, or the profits of 


a well ſeaſoned piece of vice and profane- 


neſs, before the fayour of almighty God, 


their own great obligations to vine and their 


bappineſs to eternity, and the everlaſting hap- 
pineſs of numbers, not only their cotempo- 
raries, but for ſeveral ſucceeding ages? They 
who thus act the part of tempters, of devils, 


. and incur their guilt, will be caſt into the fre 
iu. prepared for the devil and his angelt, and re- 
ſemble them in miſery, as they have done in 


wickedneſs. In my publick actions there- 
fore, I will not only conſider them as they 
relate to God and to myſelf, but theit pro- 
bable conſequences with regard to others; 
and never for the ſake of any pleafure or 
profit do an action, which may in any de- 
bee diſappoint an * 48 which the Son 


9 | of 


for which we. Pal be Nane 


of God became incarnate and died, as I Senmon 


would not be condemned by him at laſt, 
This Subject offers us various practical 
Reflections; I will take notice of three or 
four, and conclude. wor 61 | 
1. What conſiderate. perſon but maſt boy 
amazed | at the groſs negligence of the gene- 
rality, in relation to their moral conduct 
Who that obſerved them could eaſily be- 
lieve they were rational and immortal Bein | 
on their trial for eternity, capable of riſing 
to the perfection of goodneſs and of happi- 
neſs everlaſting ; and liable to fall through a 
diſregard to their conduct into everlaſting 
pps. 3. and that every action of their 
ives would be brought into judgment? 
Were they to- die like the brutes, were 
their actions to be for ever forgotten, and 
they nothing after death, could they be 
more regardleſs of the laws of God, and leſs 
careful to avoid ſin, to practiſe their duty, 
and improve their opportunities for © piety: 
and goodneſs, than they are? What a fatal 
ſtupidity. and | infatuation is this! Not one. 
of you who hear me, but within a few years 
at moſt muſt be removed hence by death, 
and aſter death be brought to Judgment. 
EN vou think of it, or . provide 
ainſt it or not, appear you muſt, and be 

— at It is not more certain that 00 
now live reaſonable and free creatures; that, 
1 hear and deaf Abe will of .Godz Fon | 
Ee 3 Mat 


5 4 X'S 
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Seen that he will call you to account for your 


XVII. conduct, your private and publick, your 


ſonal and relative behaviour, as Parents 
or Children, Maſters or Servants. You ſhall | 
be examined as to your piety towards God, 
your faith and love to Jeſus, your juſtice and 


charity to others, and your ſobriety and pu- 


rity in regard to yourſelyes. You know this 
to be the unalterable appointment of al- 
mighty God, who has given you full aſſu- 

rance that his Son ſhall judge the world, by 
raiſing him from the dead. What ſtronger 
aſſurance would you have? And what is 
there in life equally important for you to 
mind? One would think on the firſt ſerious 
conſideration of this great truth, that we 
muſt all ſoon be judged and ſentenced for 
eternity, perſons ſhould lay aſide all their 
thoughts, concerns, and purſuits, and apply 


25 — wholly to this great concern, un- 


till they were heartily ingaged in that courſe 


of life which their Judge will approve; and 
| ſhould endeavour with-their greateſt care to 


tve themſelves in it through remaining 
life. And yet Is it not vißble, W is no- 


E 


1 
. h , 


for which we ſhall be Judged. | 


his laws, and of the laſt Judgment, at Sauen 
XVII. 


your peril. 


x ri ney — be 


brought into Judgment? This ſhould teach 
us an habitual ſeriouſneſs and circumſpection 
in our conduct, and make us attentive to the 
whole of it, ſince God now attends to it, 
and Chriſt will judge us for it. Could we 
hide our thoughts or actions from the divine 
inſpection, or evade the inquiry of the laſt 
day, we might have ſome plauſible excuſe 
for trifling, and for thoughtleſneſs as to the 
* preſent virtue or viciouſneſs of our actions, 
and their future conſequences ; but ſince we 
cannot, why ſhould we neglect them ? Shut- 
ing our eyes will not remove the danger, nor 
forgeting our Judge prevent his coming to 
Judgment. It may indeed be painful at firſt 
to maintain an habitual circumſpeQtion, and 
a conſtant regard to a future ſtate; to con- 
' fider before every deliberate and doubtful 
action, whether it be agreable to the laws 
of Chriſt, and will ſtand his inquiry at laſt; 
it will reſtrain many a favourite paſſion, and 
daſh ſome darling joys, and will require la- 
bour and ſtruggling with ourſelves — But 
then conſider, it is abſolutely neceſſary, eter- 
nity depends upon it; aud the rewards of 
fidelity, of ſerious diligence, and fervent de- 
votion through eternity, will infinitely over- 
pay a moment's labour. And did we ac- 
cuſtom ourſelves 'every evening ſeriouſly to 
* E e 4 teview 
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San non review our 1 and conduct, as under 
* the divine obſervation now, and ſoon to be 
S judged by his Son; and endeavour to obtain 
his pardon for what we found amiſs, by a 
ſincere repentance and effectual reſolutions 
of amendment ; this practice would naturall 
form us to an habitue] caution not to offen, 
and a ſteddy concern to pleaſe God; would 
ſoon keep us ſrom doing what would make 
1 the thought of a future Judgment burden- 
. ſome to us; and conſcious to a a Fogg and 


2 « % 


5805 the N we cal Bad in being 
reſtrained from every irregular purſuit, rn 
ſaved from the ſhame and pain of frequent 
guilty. reflections ; the growing ſatisfactions 
ve. ſhould | injoy in the prof & of the glori - 
ous coming of our Judge, the rational hope 
of; bein approved by im, tranſported with 
his ſmiles, and. Tg evetlaſtingly happy by 

3 ſentence ; theſe. "atisfa&tions and hopes 
will more 8 make. us amends at preſent, - 
for all we ſhould loſe or ſyffer by this con- 
ſtant regard. ta a future Judgment. We 

may injoy the ſatisfactions of knowledge and 
i of « r loye, * . Fenefpuf krieng- 


F hp. 
b- | ' „ #5 YN 17 4 4 IP, 
E. p f 
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ſhip, of a temperate and rational uſe of- che Sexuon 
bounties. of Providence, and of 1 improving Mer 


theſe to the pleaſures of an extenſive bene= © 
volence, and a noble gratitude to God; theſe 
pleaſures we may freely injoy, even under 
conſtant apprehenſions of a final Judgment; 
yea, the more we regarded it, to the more ad- 


vantage ſhould we injoy theſe ſatisfactions. c 


We ſhould not then, in order to be quiet 


within, be reduced to the wretched ſhift 
of forgeting that we are mortal and ac- 


countable ; and of overlooking the danger 
of periſhing forever, inſtead of providing 
againſt it, and avoiding it. Our delights 
would / not be embittered by the frequent 
fears and forebodings of death; which in 


ſpite of all our art, the ALLE 2 and cala- 


mities of life that we ſee or ſuffer, and the 
frequent deaths of our acquaintance, will 
force upon us. And then by. this habitual 
regard to a future Judgment we ſhall have 
this further advantage, that we may always 


have ſome great and worthy deſign in hand, 


even the defign of our own immortal per- 
fection and felicity, which we may always 
advance, And while time, and the like, are 
loads upon others, we ſhall be 1 25 to 
pp prove them for the purpoſes o virtue, 


evotion, and for the intereſts of eternity, 


ends only worthy of immortal minds; our 
ſucceſs as to which will abundantly com- 
. us for all the labour and circum- 

ſpection 


* 
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jon of a life moſt ſtrictly pious ; and 
which if we now neglect them, will force 
themſelves upon our attention at laſt, and 


farniſh matter for the moſt ſevere and de- 


fpairing reflections. 
Were there a time when God did not re- 


ard us, were there a criminal liberty or in- 
dulgence for which he would not call us to 
a reckoning, we might then give up the 
reins to frolick mirth, and unthinking gay- 


ety; but ſince God is always preſent, and 
always attentive, can we ever think it rea- 


951 to be unattentive ? 
. Muſt we be accountable for all our 
5 and for all our enjoyments? This 


nfideration ſhould make us eaſie under 
the different diſpenſations of Providence to 


us, and our different conditions in the world, 
Were this life the whole of our exiſtence, 


there might be ſome reaſon to complain of 


the inequality of our portions in it ; or were 


our future ſtate to be determined by our 


- preſent external circumſtances; but when 


this life is only a ſtate of trial. for another, 
and the trial laſts but for a day, in compari- 


. - fon of the duration of the bleſſedneſs which 
will reward our behaving well; and when 


the inquiry at laſt will be, not what was our 


former ſtation or character, but how we 
acted our parts, we can have little pretence 


to complain. They who are in the ſtraiteſt 


worldly eee and ſhut out wm 


£1 


for which we ſpall be judged. 


Eta 4 
7 


all the luxury and grandeur of this life, are stauen 
yet equally capable of attaining the favour of XVII. 
God, the glories of the laſt day, and the 


bleſſedneſs of heaven, with the greateſt and 
richeſt. You who are poor, may be pious, 
juſt, humble, compaſſionate, reſigned ; you 
may live with a continual regard to God, 
under a ſenſe, of his favourable preſence 
with you, and cheared with the proſpect 
of immortal bleſſedneſs, to which you are 
every hour drawing nearer ; and have you 
then reaſon to complain, merely becauſe an- 
other acts his part in finer cloths, with more 
attendants, and the like, for a day? The wiſ- 
dom of God appointed your circumſtances, 


and placed you in thoſe which he ſaw you 


beſt able to improve; inſtead then of wiſh- 
ing you had been in others, and thinking 


how you would then have behaved, think 
that infinite wiſdom knows what is beſt for 
you, and chearfuly comply with the deſigns 


of infinite goodneſs. e | 

What ſignifies it whether you are a Servant 
or a Maſter, poor or rich, famous or unknown, 
for a few hours, when you have before you 
an eternity, wherein it is in your power to 


be happy to the extent of your faculties, to 
be rich with the treaſures of God, and to be 


glorious in the eſteem and friendſhip of An- 
| gl and ſaints? The diſtipQions and poſſeſ- 


fions. for which you are Eq envy others, 
are truſts which they are obliged to improve, 
e's) ; and 


Rad 
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Sza unos and-for which they are to account; and their 
XVII. abuſe of theſe, which is erhaps the thing at 


which you repine, and for which you envy. 
them, will but increaſe, their eternal con- 
8 and miſery. 

Let not the poor then envy the rich, 
the rich deſpiſe the poor, for another Wend, | 
for eternity God hath. ſet. them on a level; 
and all have it in their power to raiſe them- 
ſelves as advantageouſly as they can defire. 
Inſtead therefore of being ſollicitous about 
external circumſtances, let us apply ourſelves 
every one to the beſt diſcharge of our du- 
ties, to the beſt improvement of our ſtati- 
ons, and of the talents which we poſſeſs. 

Or has God taken wealth 1 * us? We 
cannot indeed injoy it for a few remaining 
* be liberal with it, and the like, but 

nay be patient, reſigned, heavenly; we 


6 bet never the leſs ſecure the favour of God, 


and the bleſſedneſs of heaven; and is the loſs 
worth regarding ? The perſon who acts the 
hero oppreſt with evils, and falling at laſt 
under them, if he act well his part, is as 
greatly honoured and rewarded, as if he had 
repreſented ſuccesful virtue ; nay, more if 
his part had more difficulty 4 in it, and, he 
performed it better. Leave it then 'chear- 
fully to God to determine your ' charaQters in 
life, as to wealth or poverty, honour or ob- 
ſcurity, HealtH'vr fickneſs; and "Et it be you 


only * 8 to et w well the par Par t be 15 


* & £78 


u, 
b. 18 5 
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You, to fill well the relations in which you season 
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ate placed, an to improve your advantages XVI. 


for virtue; piety, and life eternal. This is 


in 'your power, and thus to render your- 


es glofibus and happy for ever; and is 


ie che of great im rtance, Feiler your | 
day of trial was bright or cloudy, orm 


er n 
. This confideration that every thought 
FE > action Will be brought into Judgment, 


Thowld make us humble under a conviction 


of our matiifo 1 fins and defects; and teach 
vs to value gur privilege by the Goſpel, that 
e ſhall de jüdged by the Son of God 'who 


was! Ae e Son o Man, and rewarded 


through his merits, 'who will eſteem himſelf 


rewarded im out hippineh.” Who is there John xvi. 


of us, but After a ſerious review of his tem- 1? 


per and conduct, undet the apprehenſion < of 
the” final Judg ment; muft*fee reaſon ig c 


| himſelf with't deepeſt Hamility before the 


O24. 


Mercy-Seat, and to cry dut, * Ehter not pt eu. 


1 into e with thy : ſervant, O Tard. 
dc for I eamnot anfwer thee for one "of : 
*"thoukin#!” We have fined in thought, 
in word onznd in decd;” have omited Gur 
duty, Sand Been idle and ſothful' ſervants. 
What a relief is it under "ſenſe of our ſins, 
that our Jullge Is dur Saviour and Friend; 
N Who”ar? taker of e 
med upech Eich, kit ue mögt ba. 
Keling ef Gar nfirtti, and dib al 
* 3. cultics 


and blood, EE Heb. ii. 
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culties and temptations with which we are 
incompaſſed, and make every favourable al- 
lowance for them! And that he hath by 
his unparallelled devotedneſs to his Father's 
honour, and condeſcending love to mankind, 
by his perfect obedience unto death, reco- 
, vered for our imperfect race the grant of 
immortality, in which the meaneſt fincere 
Chiſtian may injoy a happineſs equal to his 
deſires and capacities, and infinitely exceed- 
ing his beſt deſerts !. It is certain, the merit 
of Chriſt, great as it is, can be no cover for 
the impenitence and continued wickedneſs 
of any one finer, for obſtinate idleneſs and 
unfaithfulneſs. An all knowing God muſt 
ſee every, perſon and character to be what 


they really are in themſelves, and can never 
ſuppoſe the character or obedience of Chriſt 
to be ours; and for the ſame reaſon that he 
loved the holineſs and obedience of the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt be diſpleaſed with and 


- - .. Notwithſtanding 


reject. us, if we are unholy and diſobedient. 
all that Chriſt has done and 
ſuffered, a wiſe and holy God cannot but 
approve and demand our perſonal obedience 
and devotedneſs to him; nay, more indiſ- 


penſibly require it, on . account of the ex- 


. * ., own Son, to form us to a temper 
bad 3 


15 heck has been at, by the example in 
eſh, and by the ſufferings 1 
and 


2217102 him, 
\ 


. which we ſhall be judged. 


bim; and finally reward or puniſh us ac- 3 
cording to the degrees of our conformity, or XVII. 


oppoſition. But this is our unſpeakable hap- 
pineſs, that when God — the ſincere 
piety and obedience of a ſhort life, he will 
reward it, not according to its imperfection, 
which at beſt would intitle us to a low de- 
gree of happineſs, but according to the riches 
of his grace in giving his Son to death for 
us, and according to the greatneſs of his love 
to his Son, and the perfection and accep- 
tableneſs of his obedience; who eſteems 
himſelf rewarded, and is greatly happy in 
his power to make his faithful ſervants hap- 
py 25 2 is this happineſs to be for ever 
injoyed in thoſe manſions, which Chriſt is 
now preparing for us; which will be finally 


diſtributed among his ſaints, according to 


their . or leſs reſemblance to their glo- 
rious head, and their zeal and —— in 


doing good. Eternal life is gs vi. 


tbreugb Jeſu Chrift our Lord; and the re- i, 
a patient continuance in well doing. 


Let us not therefore be fothful in buſineſs, 45 — . 
in ſpirit, ſerving abe Lord z. 4 be Rev. i. 


Fer vent 
faithful to the. death, ſince he will give uc abe 1 10. 
run life nl. bc 01, in, 

With this Exhortation let me eta - 
the Reflections, which offer themſelves; when 
We conſider the extent of the laſt: Judgment 


to every 8 123 4 — 
wp | Sg, 


232 a ane © Of the. Mint 
Seas laſt ape truth contained in st Pauls | 
XVII. words, that I propoſed to conſider. 

With this alſo I ſhould have Sana 
| theſe Diſcourſes” on a future Judgment, but 
it may with reaſon be inquired, what will 

be the conſequences of out undergoing this 

impartial and unering Judgment? What are 

the rewards Wbich will de confered on 

thoſe, who ſhall be then approved by the 

Son of God? And What the puniſhments 

which the guilty creatures maſt ſuffer,” who 

are condemned by him? I will anſwer theſe 

- queſtions: as nearly as 1 can in the words of 

divine Revelation, and thus cloſe theſe Diſ- 

- _  conrſes on this moſt intereſting Subject. 

Mat. xxv. © Their trial being ended, Ye Ja e ſhall 

34- fay unto them” on bis right band, Lewe . 
* 3e. ed of my Father, inberit tbe kingdom; 

pured for you, from before the foundation of 

Labs xii, #be 4w6rld. He will confeſs them before "bis 

2 and before bis boy Angels." "The 

py” aſneſs, i faith, and patience of the 

3 i "Lins ſhall obtain praiſe und boncur, an 

8988 rim G, and be "will 

8 — — and immortalie) o 4 

| in well-deing, * a 

lie them for injoying all the happinefs,- 

which can 8 expected from the unbounded 


muimificende uf the! greateſt and beſtl of 
Phil. fi. Beings eklelr bodies whivly are for ell, 
wy Ker 


ken 2 9 ee e 
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and aſtioned lite unto Cbriſt 4 07071 moſt glori- Sennon 
ous body;  ſo., that the, righteous ſhall | ſhine XVII. 
forth. as the Sun in tbe kingdom of their Fa- Nag . 
ther 3 poſſe ſſin 8 Bodies glorious, powerful, pi „13. 
ritual, incorruptible, and immortal; and their , *. 
ſpirits ſhall be made perfect in knowledge, Heb. zl. 
goodneſs, and devotion ; for that which is in 1 
part ſhall be done away, and that which is vi. g. 
perfect ſhall come. They ſhall reſide with Luke 
Ariſt in paradiſe, the abode of every thing viii. 4. 
that is beautiful and pleaſing; and in the _ 
 tbeavenly Jeruſalem, where every thing a- 
bounds that is grand and ſplendid; in that 
City. which hath glorious . foundations, whoſe 
builder and maker is God. There they ſhall 
for. ever injoy the immediate preſence of God —_ 
and of Jeſus; ſhall ſee God, and. behold the 1 Jon 
Redeemer. face to fare; for the City bath ng % . 
need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine 
in it; but the glory of God lightens it, and the . — 
Lamb is the light thereof. There they ſhall be Rev. v. 
kings and prieſts unto. God for ever and ever. 10. 
There God himſelf ſhall be with them, and 
be tbeir God; and ſhall wipe away all tears © 
from their eyes. And there ſhall be no more xi. 4. 
death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, nor any 
more pain, for the former things are paſſed 
away; and be that fiteth upon the throne will 
mate all things new. There ſhall in no wiſe 
enter into the holy city any thing that defileth ; 
righteouſneſs alone dwelleth in the new: heavens 2 Pet. is, 

and the new earth. There the greateſt ang 13+ 

r 


oy 
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Sauen moſt beautiful truths in continual ſucceſſion 
A fhall entertain and exalt the underſtanding, 
+= the cleareſt and largeſt views of the perfec- 
tions, works, and diſpenſations of the infi- 
ntte all perfect Mind, ſhall continually eno- 
+ © ble, tranſport, and make them happy; make 
hem ie unte God, when they ſee him face 
* to face, and hnow alſo as they are known. In 
_ ---* conſequence of this they ſerve bim day wwith- 
deut night for ever and ever, love and obey 
him 5 perfection; and are thus ever 4 
preamly happy, being ever prope r objects of 
3 ae ee and their own. They 
cee are alſo with Chriſt, and behold his glory, in 
xvi. 24. Thoſe manſions which his love is now prepari 
5 e to which all the Walcher = 
beauty of this world, their ſcene of trial is 
| but as the Scaffolding to the Palace, to be 
thrown afide when the other is finiſhed. 
Rer. v. 9. There with a gratitude and love worthy of 


XIV. I, 


Aix. 1, his redeemed, worthy the juſt conceptions 
they will then have of his native greatneſs, 
amazing condeſcenſion and dying love, and 

of the value of the happineſs to which he 
bath introduced them, with the millions of 
Us redeemted, with golden barps and heavenly 
_ © ſorgs, in extaſies of gratitude, joy, wonder, 
and devotion, they ſhall aſcribe glory and bo- 
our, ſalvation, bleſſing and praiſe, to bim 
bat fareth on the throne, and to the Lamb 

Por ever and ever. They ſhall enter into the 

moſt intimate friendſhips and improving con- 
COR 4 1 1 K verfations, 
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verſations, with thoſe exalted, glorious, wiſe, Sexuos 
holy, and benevolent beings the Angels; XVII. 
who will delight, as they formerly revealed © 
to Daniel and to St. Jabn, the ſchemes and Dan. ix. 
deſigus of infinite wildom and goodneſs, to Re, ul. 

aſſiſt us in tracing, diſcovering, and admiring 8. _ 
them, for they ſhall be joyned to an innume- TO: = 
rablke company of Angels, as well as to the Luke wi. 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, to the multi- 22. 
tude which no man can number, of the pious, 
wiſe, and good of every age and country; 
continually to improve alſo in their friendſhip 
and converſation; and to be made in a manner 
infinitely happy in their compleat and ever- 
laſting happineſs. The natural conſequence 
of all which will be, that their intelleQual - - 
and moral powers will continually improve 
and inlarge, and they ſhall advance con- 
tinually in knowledge, goodneſs, friend- 
ſhip, Leet and happineſs to eternity. For 
they ſhall die no more, but are equal unto the Lake — 
Angels of God ; they enter upon life eternal, Mat-. 
and are kings and priefts unto God for ever xv. 46. 
And further, after all that is here repre- 
ſented, or that the Goſpel of Chriſt has re- 
vealed, of the future bleſſedneſs and eternal 
reward of the Saints, 7? does not yet clearly 1 John il. 
and fully appear what they ſhall be; for eye * 
bath not Ay nor hath 2 beard, nor have 2 8 
entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God bath prepared for them that love bim; in 
e TO 1 that 
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 Saxmon that happy world, where. violence e and war 


XVII. 


and contentions mall no more be heard, 


If. uh 18, Where the people are all righteous, and where 


v — 21. 


charity, or univerſal goodneſs, never failetb. 


Where God alſo and the Redeemer have 


diſplayed the riches of their wiſdom, power, 


and love; to prepare manſions of compleat 


felicity, abodes of happineſs, worthy the love 


of God in the gift of his Son, and worthy 


the love of the Redeemer in dying; and a- 
bodes of grandeur and glory, worthy the 
uliar reſidence of the ſupreme and infi- 


nite Majeſty of heaven and of earth; who 


drwelleth in light, to us at preſent inacceſſible 
and full of glory, whom no mortal bath ſeen 


or can ſee ; and to whom, for his infinite love 


in rewarding our imperfect obedience during 
this ſhort life, with an advancement to his 
preſence, to the fulneſs of his favour, and 


of divine and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, be glory 
and power and praiſe everlaſiing. Amen, 


In theſe, and the like deſcriptions, is the 
incſtimable and everlaſting bleſſedneſs and 


'reward of the ſincerely pious and good ſha- 


__ dowed forth to us, who are incapable at pre- 


ſent of receiving the full knowledge of it, 


be in the Goſpel = Jeſus-Chriſt, who hath a- 


| boliſhed death, and brought life and immor- 


n to light. 


As for the puniſhment which the guilty 
e <4 muſt ſuffer, who are condemned 


* the Son of God, we have the following 


merciful 


Per which we ſhall be judged. 437 
merciful warnings from Scripture. That Szxmon 
the wicked ſball riſe to ſhame and everlaſting I. 
contempt ; and that God will render indigna- Pan. xi. 
tion and wratb, tribulation and anguiſh, to 2 
every foul of man that ' doth evil. That the gon 
fearful, or cowardly deſerter of religion, and Rev. xxi. 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur- Gl. 
derers, and whore-mongers, and adulterers, 19. 
and drunkards, and idolators, and all liars, 
ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimſtone ; which is the ſecond 
death, For the King will ſay to them on bis Matt. xxv. 
teft band, depart accurſed into everlaſting fire, {*  . 
prepared for the devil and his angelt; where 46. 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quench- c xiii. 
ed. There will be weeping and wailing and *' 
gnaſhing of teeth, when deſpairing they ſhall . 
look up to the happy abodes of the Saints from 
which they are ca out, and in vain wiſh 
for the leaſt relief, for a drop of water to 
cool their tongues amidſt the flame; for like 
fares or chaff they ſhall be conſumed with un- Matt. iii. 
quenchable fire, ſuffer in bell the fecond death, '*© 
being there - puniſhed with everlaſting deſiruc- 2 Theſſ. i. 
tion from the preſence f the Lord, and from 9 
the glory f bis power, who is able to deſtroy 1 x. 
both body and ſoul in bell. This is the Scrip- - 
ture account of their puniſhment, than which 
ve cannot conceive any thing more righteous 
and terrible. For they are for ever baniſhed 
from 'a heaven of rational and divine plea- 

* F ſures, 


438 
bes 


Saanen (ures, which throughout their ſtate of trial 


. Of the. Aftions 


they. have obſtinately deſpiſed, and by eſta- 
„ dlähe vice unfited — ry to injoy; and 


fade xii. i. they ſuffer a puniſhment for ſeverity exactly 


48. 


zoned to their guilt, ſuch as the wiſe 
—— of God ſees neceſſary, to maintain in 
the moral world the honor of the divine go- 
vernment, and obedience to his laws; and 
ſuch as may for ever root out ſin and diſo- 
bedience from the creation of God. 
And then the Son of Gad having fully ac- 
compliſhed the great ends of his Mediation 


1 Cor. xv. and Kingdom, foal deliver up the Kingdom 
2128. 70 God even the Father, and himſelf. be ſubje#t 


to bim that. put all things under bim, that 
God may be all in all, 
And, now having ſet life and: death, the 
blefling and the curſe before you, I would 
earncſtly defire every Reader to give to thoſe 
great things that ſerious conſideration, which 
their infinite importance demands; and as 
earneſtly beg of God, to bleſs this conſi- 


deration, and make it effectual to your 


becoming wiſe and good now, and happy 


for ever; by rouſing you to flee from the 


wrath to come, and to lay hold on eternal 


= life; living henceforward as they who ex- 


pect a future judgment and eternal recom- 


pences; never more prevailed on by any 
views of intereſt or pleaſure, to do any thing 
Würd may _ you to the nee 
e of 


for which we ſhall be judged. 


of hell, but -chearfully and conſtantly prac- Kere 


— 


tiſing whatever will produce the fruits of 
everlaſting peace, life, glory, and felicity., 
God infinitely good and merciful grant we 


may all be ſo wiſe and happy! To him who. 


is able to keep us from falling, rand; preſent us 
faultleſs, before the ating. bis 7 of: with 
exceeding joy ; to the only wiſe God our Sa- 
viour, be glory, aul majeſty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen. 78 
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8 E RM 0 N XVnt- 
The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who. die in 


An $\ \ 


the Lord. £ 


Rzvzr.: xiv. «13. 


And I bt a voice from Heaven, ſaying 
uno me, Mrile, Bleſſed are the dead who 
die in the. Lord," 3 benceforth ; yea, 
faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their Tan 5 and 725 Works do 22 
them. 


2 


ERTL I &.. is a reward for 
the righteatis ; and verily there is 
a God who judgeth in the earth, is 
declared in plain language both 
by Reaſon and Revelation. That 
'a moſt wiſe and good God, who hath made 
us with 5 for a happineſs ariſing out 
L of 


OD 
. * Preach 3 e 1 8. 
On 65 Nee 2 the Death of 22 Rev. Mr. 4 


n M. A. who departed this Life, December 31. 
Aged beonty Six. 


Rs 


„ 


4 


We Birſtdif of thoſe'&c.. 
of the perfection of knowledge and goodneſs, 


a perfection we cannot attain' in the preſent 
. life, muſt defign vs for another Rate, where- 


in the great end of our creation may be fully, - 


anſwered ——'Fhat our heren Father, 
who exerciſes and approves the virtue and 
obedlence of his children. by ſevere trials, 


44 
Serves 
XVIII. 


— 


- 1 
3 *.4 * 


temptations, and ſufferings throughout this 
| life] will not permit their filial piety and obe- 


dience thus approved to periſh unrewarded 
in the grave —— And that an almighty, 
moſt wiſe, and righteous Governor, who does 
not exactly proportion happineſs'or miſery to 

good or ill deſert here, and whoſe dominion 
— beyond the grave, will in a follow- 


ing ſtate make his ſubjects happy or miſera- 
ble, in proportion to his. approbation or ab- 


| horrence of their conduct Theſe are 
truths clearly taught by the Reaſon of every 
conſiderate mind, and generally received by 
mankind in all ages. Vet though Reaſon 


bear ſo expreſs à teſtimony to a future ſtate 


and to the happineſs of the good therein, 


me imperfection of their beſt obedience, 


joined with their ignorance of what may be 
included in the comprehenſive deſigns of the 
Governor of the moral world, make it 


| 8 important an event, aſcertained by the 


very deſireable to have their hopes, as 2» 


expreſs declarations of their great Lord, in 


regard to the nature, degree, and duration 
of the happineſs laid up for them. God out 


* 


heavenly 5 


25. Bleſedneſs of theſe - 


yenly Father, to the inexpreſſible fatin- 
. = PT 


faction 91 the ſincere Chriſtian, hath d 
= ſcended to de this in the Goſpel, aſſuring 


Rom. fl Slory,  benowr, and immortality, to a patient 


7 


continuance in 'well-doing : and to the voice 
of Reaſon, which ſays the pious, the virtu- 

ous, the obedient muſt be approved of God, 
= they whom God approves mult be happy, 
is joined a vaice from Heaven; which in a 
manner more clear and in ing, pro · 


' nounces; - Bleſſed are the dead who die in the 


Lord. Bleſled are the . pious, the grateful, 


the, obedient, though exerciſed. throughout 


their lives with difficulties and ſufferings; 
yea, wg gh'their- adherence to truth and 
may eeſt them. every worldly inte- 


bel, and Ile l, though like their great 


Maſter and Pattern they may expire amidſt 
che violence of torments, and the inſults of 


their perſecutors, Kill it is an unſhaken truth, 
that they are bleſſed; ſince according to the 


promiſe Achberg by the Spirit in Iſaiah, bey 


de 2 their Labours, they enter. into Peace, 


— — — is ſet e Labours 
and Sorrows, —5 their Maris follow: them, 
or attend them into the other world, exoau- 
da per avrer, where from the infinite mu- 
nificeace; of their almighty Soyereign, they 


receive an ęverlaſting reward of happineſs, in 


degree rtioned to the degrees of their 


propo 
aus 2nd loxs whilc on their trial. 5 
8 


* 


\ 


Toho die in the Lord. 


s I am to diſcourſe on this divine oracle 8 SzAMon 


443 


on occaſion of the Death of a worthy F riend; _* XVIII. 


and your late honoured, Paſtor, who now 
reſts from his Labours, without confining 
myſelf to their ſtrict meaning, as connected 


- with the prophetic viſion, I ſhall treat . this 


neral truth which, they contain —— The 
5 eſſedneſs of thoſe who. die' in the Lord, as 
_ .from their Labours, and receiving in 
the next ſtate the reward of their good acti- 


wan on it more uſeful, I BY 


44 Briefly ſhow. you what is 88 in 


this character 2 dying in the Lord, or 
who the perſons are, that by this di- 
vine declaration are aſſured of bleſſcd- 

-. neſs, And 1 4 Y 
II. Repreſent. the edneſs miſed to 
ſuch, and injoyed by 1 reſt 
from. their Labours, . and their Works 


follow. or attend them. God grant what 


ſhall be offered to your conſideration 


0 may prevail with every. one wp poſſeſt 
himſelf of the OI hit he op 
. Joy the bleſſedneſs. | 1 is} (5 Bis 
| TY 


1. 8 briefly 8 ou what ; Bl 


| chded 3 in dying in the Lord, 
the perſons who by this divine 
logos of e TOS 


deſcribe 
cle are aſ. 


＋ FA. "| be 


ons in the body —— To render our . 


laracter ma 
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Sauen be compried under the three” following 


Sg SEE: 


. 

1. They nee deliberately: We ſeriouſly: 
Woeen Chriſt for their Lord, and devoted 
themſelves to the obedience of his Goſpel: 
i. Deeply ſenſible of the guilt and deſert 'of 
their fins, and their need of a Saviour, they 


have heartily embraced the Goſpel falvation, 


on the reaſonable conditions with which it is 


offered. Upon a thorough conviction of the 


right God has in them, of the infinite im- 
portance of his reur, and of the goodneſs 


and obligation of thoſe commands which he 


| bath given them by his Son, they have 


chearfully and intirely ſubmited to his au- 


thority, and taken his precepts for their rule 


of life. And eleatly apprehending the in- 


fignificancy, in point of happineſs to an im- 


mortal ſpirit, of all the ſeparate intereſts 
and pleaſures of this bodily and momentary 


life, and the immenſe value of that everlaſt- 


ing happineſs which qur Lord promiles to 
the "pious and obedient, they have fixed it, 


as their only important concern in life,” to be 
approved of God, and happy for ever; and 


firmly reſolved on Iiving ſoberly,' righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world; looking for 


that Bleſſed bope, and the glorious appearing uf 


the" a0 God, "th of our n N * 


Cbri. 5.9191 


x cannot wr in the Lord if wee 


net been his in life; until we have thus de- 


PE 


obo die in the. Lord. 


Uberately taken Chriſt for our Maſter, and $4, 
heartily reſolved upon following him, we are XVIII. 
not his diſciples. While we are undetermined "| 
as to this great affair, we are at beſt but al- Ads xxvi. 


moſt. Chriſtians, and can be but almoſt ſaved, 28. 
For can we think our Lord will judge thoſe 
worthy to be owned by him as his faithful 


ſervants, and to be rewarded with eternal 


| life, who although he had ſo greatly obliged 
them by leaving Heaven, and dying to pro- 
mote their eternal happineſs, and had incour- 
aged their coming to him by the promiſe of 
everlaſting felicity, yet would never tho- 
roughly reſolve to come to him? The way 
by which they, who were not educated in 
the Chriſtian Faith, declared their ſubjection 
to Chriſt,, was, after their believing in him, - 
being baptized in his name. The way in 
which they who have have been baptized, and 
devoted to God through Chriſt in their in · 
fancy, and educated in the Chriſtian Religion, 
are to manifeſt their acceptance of Chriſt as 
their Saviour and Lord, and their voluntary 
ſubjection to him, is, after they are come to a 
full reſolution of living according to the Goſ- 
pel, dedicating themſelves to God and Chriſt 
at his Table, in the inſtitution which repre- 


ſents the new Covenant in bis blood. Until they Luke xxii. 


have thus fully reſolved, and given this proof 20. 
that he is their Lord, they can have no claim 
to the privileges and rewards of his ſervants. 


And 


E- : 4b 


Sereno 


XVII. 


Te Blefſedneſs of thoſe + 
And it is not enough to mo ourſelves into 
his ſervice. But, 
2. They who would Wöpe 40 the happi- 
neſs. of dying in the Lord, muſt live in obe- 
dience to him. He himlelf hath expreſly de- 


Matt. » vis. erh Nor every one that ſaith unto ne, Lord, 


21. * 


Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 


but be that doth the Will of my Father who is 


in Heaven. In the verſe before my Text, 
they who die in the Lord are thus deſcribed,” 
Here is the Patience of the Saints; here are 
they that keep the Commanaments of God, and 
the Faith of Jeſus. And St. Paul aſſures us, 


i, God will render to all according to their deeds, 


It is alſo added of thoſe whom the Text pro- 


nounces bleſſed, they reſt from their Labours, 
and their Works do follow them ; they have 


therefore laboured in the ſarvice of God, 
and done 


good works, fince otherwiſe their 
good works could not have followed them. 
Convinced of their conſtant dependance upon 
God, and increaſing obligations to him; that 
his hand upholds their ſouls in life, his bounty 
gives them all things they injoy, and his kind 
influences maintain the divine life within 


them; they acknowledge by daily devotion, 


Dod, and their continual de 
a lively grati 


prayer, and praiſe, the conſtant eins of 
pendance, cheriſh 
itude for his favours, and concern 


to be A of him, and ſupplicate the 


continued ſupplies of his One and Grace; 
as 


g 1341 


who die in the Lord. oh” 447 
as well as devote the Lord's P got theſe Sexwon 
go + ge 20. VIII. 

Having choſen the Son of God for their 

Mafter and Saviour, they ſtudy his Word as 

their rule of living, and _— — oy pat- 

tern, expect tance throu 

his death, e faith of his «Near, ff 

are continually animated in the purſuit of glo- 

honour, and immortality, Perſuaded 

a a righteous Lord muſt love righteouſneſs, pr. xi: 7. 

a good God whoſe tender mercies are over all Pfexlv. 9. 

bis wworks, and a Redeemer who loved the 

world ſo as to die for it, muſt delight in, and 

can only approve true goodneſs, they live 

| juſtly, do unto others, as they would bave others Ma. vii. 

do unto them ; and love their neighbours as 12. EO 

themſelves. By alms nd uw of chu ty they. z . 

lay up treaſures in Heaven; and put on, as the Luke xfi, 

het of God, bowels of mercy, kindneſs, om Gali 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs and bng-ſuffering. : 

And fully ſenſible of the ſuperior excellence - 

of the pleaſures of. the mind, of goodneſs and” 

devotion, they will never, that they may more 
freely injoy the mean pleaſures of the body, 
deſtroy the Reaſon or Purity of their ſouls, 

but as frangers upon earth, abſtain from 1 

lufis which war againſt the ſoul; and are tem- 11. ws 

perate in all things; and as thoſe who are riſen 1 Cor. ix. 

with Chriſt ſeek the things-which are above, . h 

where Chriſt fiteth at the right-hand of God, © © 

and ſet their affettions upon them. Apprehen- © 

15 of the neceſſary connection between re- 

* 


248 The Bleſtdneſeof theſe. 
Sennen ſembling a holy God, and being approved 
XVIII. by lug and between having our tempers 


D ited, to the pleaſures of virtue and piety 


while here, and injoying compleat bleſſedneſs 
from the perfection of theſe in the heavenly 
2 Cor. vii. world, they cleanſe themſelves from all  fithineſ 
= of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting halineſs in, the 
fear f Ged. And if at any time through 
— or the ſurprize and violence of 
temptation, they are betrayed into fin, they 
recover themſelves by ſpeedy repentance and 
amendment; and can never think themſelves 
the accepted ſervants of the Lord, till they 
have ceaſed to do the works of his enemy, 
and returned to the obedience of his laws. 
Thus they who die in the Lord and are bleſſed, 
Nom. xiv, While they live, live unto the Lord. And to 
*. 240 . their charadter, 
3. They continue this courſe of obedience 
unto death. It is not enough to have begun 
Matt. well, but we muſt endure to the end, if we 


_ 13. would be ſaved. The. juſt ſtall liue by faith; 
38, Gut if be draw back God will baue no pleaſure 
. in bim. It is only to a patient continuance in 
well-doing, that God has promiſed to render 
glory, honour, and immortality. If we would 
die in the Lord we muſt be his ſervants un- 
til death, otherwiſe; we ſhould die in fin. 
be length of the way muſt not prevail with 
Gal. vi. 9. us to give out, for we muſt not be weary in 
Heb. al auellauing, or faint in our minds, or having 
85 e in the foirit end in the i, Though 
diff cultics, 


difficulties, perſecutions, and death ſhould tife — | 
to view; and threaten us if we proceed, ſtill we XII. 
muſt proceed, and not count our Ii bes drar, fo 3 


20e may. Jimſh our courſe 1 well. Here is the Pati- 24. 
lions faith of the. ſaints: This:tries 


our fidelity. The Text particularly re- 
3to thoſe who died for the teſtimony of Je- 
ui; Aud if the fear of ſufferings ot death 
will not excuſe us in deſerting our Maſter's 
ſervice, much leſs will temptations of pleaſure 
or intereſt. Holineſs and goodneſs: a 
u bly excellent and amiable in the 
eyes of: God, and he can never ceaſe to ap- 
prove theſe, and condemn the contraries; 
unleſs therefore we would be condemned by 
him, and loſe the happineſs which follows 
his approbation, we muſt never ceaſe to be 
what he approves, nor become of a contrary 
character. Yea, the nearer we draw to the 
other world, the more urgent is the neceſſity 


of holineſs, fince without it no one ſhall ſee Heb. 2 


the Lord, and ſince it is the very temper of '+ 
happineſs; and a blind man might as well 
hope to be happy, in being ſurrounded with 
fine paintings and gay proſpects, as the wick- 
ed, and ſenſual, and unholy, in the holy and 
| heavenly Jeruſalem: / We muſt therefore not 
only CN and proceed for ſome'time, but 
N ei not only ow but 4 in 2 the 
Lr 

Let this ſuffice to explain the character of 
thoſe. a are | blefſed in and after death. 
Vox. 1 a n Before 


| 450. 
Sul Beſdre w 


e ach idg Ebi. "raps 


aſſured to the ſaints who die in the Lora. 


bey 
follom them; or as the Original might be bet- 
ter rendered, ac 


; diately, but moſt fully after the reſurrection, 
fince the day of land} 


2 * 


him im covenant, and N good the drdis 


ention ? IS the cafe duubtful ; Let us imm 


diately put it out of doubt. Is the con 
evident? Let vs immediately begin to be the 
Lord's” It iy.of infinite importame. Out 
final well. being, our ne one to _ 
it, a happineſs compared} wi 
ich It is a trifle; fince it 
hends'a releafe from every evil, and the oy 
&ffion of every good fited to make happy 
reaſonable and immortal Being, and . 
of tlie great Governor of the world en 


nr na a Jeet wag! 
confabtr this blefiddweſs 


O'S | Anteaively: 


reft from their labours, and their works 


bem into the next 
ſtate. The firſt part of this bleſſedueſs, reſt 
from all their labours, is injoyed by them 
immediately after death, throughout 


their labours, 1s in part alſo injoyed imme- 


ent | is the 


time aig by God W * 
b 4 


termetliate ſtate between demth and the gene- 
rul reſurrectiun. The ſecond, the reward of 


57 de r Lord 46 
Mg HAY wor Er. The good? werks of the Sins 
| ate accompany them Lax other” world, . 
ant they are in part rewarded immediately. 
ict ehe holy 1 which they have eſta- 8 
blifie# Here, and which is there-perfeCted'; Heb. xii, 
in the full apropstion of their own confci- 23. 
eneen and the tranſporting aſſurance of the 
approbation of God and of the Redeemer; 
aid ire xftoſe pleaforcSandimployments which 
can render perfect fpivits happy, amidſt the 
"= company, and in the 1 * of oe 
of "Jefus, though their compleat | 
and ha $ muſt be waited 25 until the 
refutrection. Ther they ſhall be publickly 
approved Before angels and men, and re- 
ceſve as a reward of their good works done 
in'the body, bodies glorious, ſpiritual, incor- 
ruptible, and immortal. Let us take a dif- 
tine view of their happinefs, as promiſed 
the voice from heaven.” They reſt from 
er Tabours, and their works accompany thent. 
F hal” prefent them as diſtinckty as I can, 
4000 they. will naturally” run im one 
anot - ; 
7. 22 1. Hee old dle l the Lord, 
for they 7e ref from their lab:urs. That the 
Hould 128 à life of labour, was the 
wiſe! and righteous determination of God, Gen. il, 
inniviediately after che Fall; and that with . 
this Hort _ end all the labours of the = = 
te, Hike — 15 
wont ee gtacious — * 
G 5 $3 his 


7 
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Nom. v. During the n though. the. hap- 

23. pineſs of a reaſonable Being conſiſt in action, 
yet in all action there is labour and yearinęſs. 

Me are quite ſpe nt with the labour of a few; 

hours, and _ refreſh. ourſelves, i in fleep, 

the image of death, that we may be able. 

with any ſpirit or plealure to go through the 

work of the returning day. The bulk of 
mankind are. obliged: for the ſupport of life 

to ſubmit to continual Lende and if the 
rich will preſerve. health and vigour, they 

muſt ſubje& themſelves, to voluntary labaurs,. 
which 1 — neceſſary to preſerve the ſtock 

of ſtrength cee for the preſent ſeem 

to exhauſt it. This kboriontics of our 

ſtate was wiſely appointed by God, as a cor- 

rective of the ſtrong paſſion in our frame for 

ſenſual god; and as a trial of the ſtrength 

of our love. to God and to our duty, Which 

manifeſts itſelf in our chearfully oyercoming 

labour and wearineſs in the ſervice df God. 

But all theſe labours end in death. The ſoul 
after droping this cumbroys Body off fleſh, 

becomes a pure ſpirit. light and active, is "all 

perfect life and perfect action. The longeſt, 

journeys through the univetſe to contemplate 

de works of God, or execute his orders, 

1 performed by it without the leaſt weari- 
8 che longeſt ingagement in — 

bleſt exerciſes can * tire it. The 


11 © 2 | it | 


C.; 


wo 


n 1 fle Lord. 


reigt wants which it muſt drudge to ſupply, 
but its pleaſures all ariſe from the exerciſe of 

its immortal powers on objects ever near, ot 
of which, if diſtant, it can put itſelf in 
n—_ poſſeſſion without the leaſt fatigue. 

How laborious now are the purſuits of 
knowledge! - Thie wiſeſt- of men from his 


rineſs to the fleſh. The ſpirits are exhauſted, ' 
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ſpirit hart no longer the incumbrance of a Siduon 
groſs body to be draged about, nor any fo- XVI. 


experience pronounced much Audy a wea- Eccleſ.x 


the brain tired, and the head aches through * 36 


continued application of thought. The ma- 
terialscof knowledge muſt with great pains 

be collected from diſtant parts, the drudgery 
of learning dead or foreign languages be ſub- 
mited to; and the eyes ſpent with reading, 


as well as the mind tired with attending, if 


we would gratify in any tolerablet degree the 
noble deſire of knowledge, and injoy in- any 


meaſure the divine pleaſures of truth, of the 


knowledge of God, and of his Works. But 
all theſe labours ceaſe. in death. The ſoul 
having burſt through its incloſure of fleſh; no 


nicer view of the pure mind; and converſa⸗ 
tions with angels and perfect ſpirits give 
without labour that knowledge, which we 
here drudge for many years in vain- The 
erer of N diſcovering ne w truths, 
1319 G g 3 the 


longer feels after God, but ſees him. The Se; 
philoſophy of nature, which lis now: hidden 3128. 
from our groſs ſenſes, lies all open to the 8. 


V. 


454 The i Blu 1 dle 
Sxzmon the moſta grand and heaugiful, i. not 
XVI. without the price of labour? The dau iis 
= nonpx tiend with, the Jengaſt and avail, attav- 
tive Meditation, but to think is its liſe and 
pleaſuse. A journey from one end of the 
world to the other, for ſcarching out the 
wonders: of the divine perſections — 
it, coſts not4be labour of a few. ehe 
And chen che bodies, which will —— 
their ſouls at the reſurrectian, will he of 4 
— ——- 
I XV. A weg * Jl! * 
* ritual, Fpwerfid, and anaerrumiibie. 
_ 1 (gatd— The practice; f Religion and 
Winba rs preſent attended with great la- 
baours,! from which »#bgy: who die in the Lord 
happily. m. Faint ae the imprefiaps of 
1rötusl ghjefts upon us in gompatifan of 
of lonkibler? Which dorcibly 
tun away the aniad from attending te the 


aher. Wauld we at any time affect eur 


hearts mich the divine preſence, petſetctions, 
ur ibene ſits, riſe to a ſuitable vens ratten and 
gratitude, and keep alive a chearful concern 
0 pleaſe OGod, mn coſt us great ſir iuing 40 
x our minds in ſeriqus meditation, o reſiſt the 
dliſ raciions of ſenſe, and injoy in any degree 
the ſatisfactions ,of devotion; iand aſter all 
our labaut, it is but a little while me can in- 
joy them, the hody ꝓtevails, we muſt attend 
. * and got without, freſh laboura, at pro- 
I cnn ls to the ex» 2 
| erc 


5 * e e Lat d. 
erciſes and pleaſures of denotion. They 
die in the Lord ref from theſe labours. The 


who Sermon 


diſtractions of the animal body ceaſe for ever 


an its being droped into the grave. Tue 
pure in heart fee Gad. Their clear percep- 
tion of his immediate preſence, | glorious 
and R love, fills 
their fouls with the moſt ardent ſentiments 
of veneration, gratitude, and love, and it is 
rather with Aifficolty: that they turn their 
thoughts to any other ſubject. They are alſo 


like theirs find it no difficulty 
they ſee him, to admire, and love, and praiſe 
him, in the moſt rapturous manner. And 
who chat loves II" can aul 
whether they are * ä 

be practice of oo 440 ib nde 
— . ate in the body with great diſficul 
ties, eſpecially in the begining, and in ſome 
rs. Conſtitution and inclination aten 

he ctoſs to Reaſon and Virtue, and the ſelſiſu 
afſeRions to the benevolent. 1 
and approve what is right and goed, \the-iny 
clinations to te and intereſts. af the 
body ſtrongly draw us another way, and we 
find at difficult to preſerve a Inely conviction 
of anbat is amiable and good, and to.adbere 
$0 lt. A conſtitution diſpoſed 10 anger, 
makes it difficult ſor us amidſt pronocations 
to preſerve the command; of ourſeves. Af 
eee wn. 
Gg 4 | 0 


aui Jes and bebaly bis glory; * 
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Senuon 


The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
and charity. Inclinations naturally. ſtrong 


XVII. to the pleaſures of the ſenſes, render chaf- 


— 


«© 


tity and temperance. difficult attainments. A 
ſtrong paſſion for reputation makes it diffi- 
cult bans well contempt or ſlander; while 
to a covetous diſpoſition, a trifling inſtance 
of charity ſhall 248 more than conſiderable 
benefactions to the generous.” When with 
labour and reſolution we have in ſome degree 
maſtered theſe conſtitutional propenſities, yet 
at the appearance of | their objects they will 


revive, and by their oppoſition render as 


. * P 


tisſactions of right acting very impetfect; 


often draw us aſide to guilty compliances, 


break the peace of our conſciences, and 


oblige us to a continual attention and watch- 
fulneſs, if we would preſerve the purity of 


our minds and our — But 
at death they drop their body of ſin. All 
_ thoſe anclinations rooted in the body, which 
ate whollyſuited to the preſent / animal life, 


are tbe dead ubo die in the Lord for 


vent occaſions of ſin, ceaſe for 


Serglancheng ho motę diſtract, incumber, or 


e Paſſions and iprejudioes mv 
Longera darłken the mind, or pervert the Wall, 


. rendering it laborus ta qudge or act well; 
but the i pureſt {ſpirit in the cleareſt manner 


Wil chuſes, iradheres 


prehemds what is good, and: with its intire 
„ And practiſes it. 
Virtue are as eaſy 
6-ſonl-oves)does what it ap- 
5 i, | proves, 


who'die inthe Lord, 5 457 
proves, Ae God approves. Humility, fa. 


goodneſs, friendſhip, a clear conviction of XVIu. 
what-is-moſt amiable, and the moſt free aua 
uniſorm practice of it, ate ithe temper of the 


ſoul, and its unla bort mployment aud 


delight. All imperſection Sraſed, for Wheti 1 Cor. xiii, 
pres. .or teh is perfeftits come, — is ind 
part will be dane away, and charity, or the 


love of God, and all reaſonable Beings; -ne» 
- exerciſe or perfection. 
R ee > ibis, and the 
You of nature and blood, often ſubject us to 
the moſt painful labours, and ſevere uneaſi- 
neſſes. Their troubles are our afflictions, 
their wants our poverty, and their ill con- 
duct our torment. Though we have taken 
care of our on behaviour, and from that 
receive the ſatisfactions of goodneſs and inte. 
grity, yet ſtill we muſt. ſuffer by the follies 
and faults of thoſe nearly related to us. A 
Huſband, a Wife, a Brother, a Child, diſſo- 
Jute; guilty, and unhappy, pain us in a very 
tender part. But Sed are tbe dead who die 
in tbe. Lord, for they reſt from all pains of 
this kind. The affactions on which they are 
founded are wiſely adapted to the preſent 
ſtate, exciteing us to do our utmoſt for the 
perſons Who are; the objects of them; but 
when this . purpoſe can no longer be an- 
ſwered, they give no more uneaſineſs, being 
fell no mere, be unembodied ſpirit loves 


in exact propartion to the moral — 


- viiveths 


pw 


_ — e 
"Exxon Of che object; and as it deen all whom ir 
XVIII. — oy and who:deſerve.qo be — 
as it: canivath them, and n 
Arn een — wifdom — 


; :of «nile — 
A v5 waer g 


it no more x 
of ial the well deferving | 
—— — ard e | 
- perfeQly into the ſentiments which 
d their great Maſtet „uhen heiſaid, 
N Matt. xii. ML that dorb the VII of God, . 
80. Softer, i and Brotber, and feet. 
Farther — The ficknefics/ and pains of 
theſe mortal 'botlies give a laborious exerciſe 
to dhe patience; © virtue, and ſubmiſſion of 
dhe goed, but are the dead abo die in 
we Lord, for they: reft from theſe labours. 
| bunger 10 "more, neither #birft any more'; 
Ga ul wipe away all trars from their 
Ai. 4. 2 and there ial be no moore | death; nei- 
ther ſerrotv, 1 meatber Hall there be 
any more T, fer ile ſemer ' things are 
poſed" ae A diſotdered body ſhall no 
more confuſe or diſtract the mind, fill it 
with zmaginury terrots, and diſable. it for the 
Pleaſures of Virtue prid Play. Fevers, Gout, 
Stone, 4 and. tormenting 

difeaſcend in death. Ihe ſoul having 

its fotters, put off its diſeaſed body, and — 

Dat of is priſons; with inen 
and ſutptize finds ieſelf at once in 1. — ; 
Hf mmortul alen, and ponſest xygour and 
„ Is 9 6 activity; 


Rev. vii. 


who die in the Lord. * 


activity; its prof] unclouded, its 
— ir —— ever e | 
voue' e _ — interruption, 


— — The enen -M treatment, 
and ations, which the faithful ſervants 
of Chriſt oſten "ſuffer here, from che igno- 
rant, ſuporſtitious, bigotted, hypocritical, vio - 
lont, or profane, and from-which" death for 
ever froes them, render it juſt to pronounce 
them Befſed xvb0'dre in the Lord. The. voice 
from heaven deſigned ehieſſy to expreſs this 
of cheir bleſſedneſs. St. Paul alſo hav- 
ing mentioned dhe eribulations and perſecu- 
twns of the „ - exlls cheir deliverance 


Reft. W you-wbo are troubled, 'Reft with us. er 
n this Word they who adhete faithfully to 

Ohriſt's authority, call him alone Ma 
Having 


Her, and * xiii, 
endeavoured to diſcover his s- 
Wruthe, and his Will, propeund them to o- 
chers without 2 ſervile regard to eſtabliſned 
prejudices and errors; ſueh faithful ſervants 
of Chtiſt are now often loaded with re- 
proaches and ill uſage by the ignorant, the 
prejudiced,” and the artful, and treated as 
Heretios, and-Sedueers. They who ſtruck 
with the beauty of true goodneſs recommend 
it in the manner, as eſſential to the 
— — of God, and real happineſs, are re- 
proached as enemies to the Grace of the Goſ- 
Bay 7 to che Righteouſneſs: of Chriſt, which 
. men to imitate. Ane they 


who * 


* 
- 
: T.; Of 


The 1 Blefſedrieſs of theſe 
S who content with the loye of God, of- Je- 
ſus, and of mankind, with ſubſtantial Virtue; 
2 and a heayenly converſation, i deſpiſe ſuper- 
8 ſtitious obſervances, whimſical auſterities, 
and uncommanded ſtrictneſſes, and converſe 
| like their Maſter in an eaſy manner, are, 
Matt. xi. like him, ſlandered as wine-bibbers, : glutdo- 
i9* nous, and the. friends of publicans and ſinners, 
' whom they endeavour to bring in love with 
true Religion Vea, ſlanders, contempt, 
and, lighter injuries, are not: the worſt uſage 
good men receive | from a wicked world, 
hey have been impriſoned, famiſhed, tor- 
tured, and expired amidſt the rage of flames, 
| and the inſults of their enemies; and treated 
Heb. xi. as not worthy to live, of whom tbe world 
* . waz not wortiy. The Son of God, and the 
5 beſt of men, led the way in this courſe of 
ſufferings, and bath been followed by his 
Apoſtles, and an innumerable company of 
Martyrs and Confeſſors. But bleſſed are the 
dead who. die in the Lord, and who die for 
Luke xi. him. Tbey uube kill the body, bave after that 
5 no more that they can do. The fidelity and 
conſtancy of the ſaints thus approved, ren- 
der them infinitely dear to God, and inex- 
preſſibiy happy in his full-approbation, and 
in their own: conſciouſneſs of their any 
and ſteddy goodneſs. The moment they en 
ter the other world, the ſmiles and — 2 
tion of God and of Jeſus infinitely overpay 
eee men, and the friendſhip of 


angels 


who, die in the" Lord. 


Angels compenſates the hatred of | wicked! Saues 
mortals. Their ſpirits return ta God and XVIII. 


Nan, 


rey rage of their enemies, ID 


and triumph in Ab eaſe; immortal le, 55. * 


the favour of God, the 
283 He. Bleſſed 
e nee ee 


nce of Chriſt} - 
then indeed are 


—— Jer a — are not uur 18. 


thy to be compared with the' glory revealed 10 1% "Eye 


#em. And this naturally leads my thoughts | 3 


Waller N of bn kw 22h 1s 

grad. Part af their Bleſſedneſs,”:their Aar 
follow,» or artendothem. Under the laſt -head: 
you- ſaw part bh:their reward, and I ſhall: 
now chiefly lead vyour thoughts to that 

of their bleſſedaeſs which! is: diſtinct from 
what wenmap call the naguraliconſequences 


of their dying in the Lord, and which is the 


| . with which the free goodneſs of the 
beſt of Being erowns their patience, fide- 

lity and obedience. 0! Reſt rom tbeir las 
Kurs is equally icjoyed by all:who die in abe: 
Lord, but their degrees 4 Tha roy reward 
aud happineſs — according to their har- 
ing · more or leſs aboubded in works of piety 
and: charity hie up earth. Our , Lordi 


the Judge expreſsly diſtinguiſhes» the reward Matt. x. 


/ a: Prophet from that of) a mere rig bau li 
man. He 


pranounces thoſe le who ſuffer v. 12. 


fer Regbteouſneſs) ſake, becauſe great is their; Luke xi. 


reward in heaven; . He by cha- 5 
vol lod asm dl o Qild o 51: make * 
ad ; | | 


462 The Bhſſodheſs of thoſt 
Saaler —— ourſetves a treafars 
W rather than not thus 
2 mere, 10 45 Ns hive 
2 me we may git aims. A Apvitts 
: Cor. ix. devlares, God: hoveth A c giuer ; an 
67. that he wbc in this Rind ef actione, /iwbrls 


fharingly, Mall reap ſparingly, and b tbur 
ee bountifally;; full reap fun; and 
Rom: i. that Gd wi render 10 all accurding 10 their 
vort. Neaſon alſo joins ws Revelation in 
1 Cor. xv. — — wr e band in n 
58 work of the Lord, and to perfect bu. 
For the fame neafon that God loves goodneſs 
auch zewards it, he muſt love the higheſt de. 
giees of | goodneſs moſt, and moſt largely 
*  rewart ibem. Phe ſaino'whorhath reached 
tha moſt. exalted heights of Fiety and Via, 
is in the temper of bis ſoul for 
higher degree of h in a more 
| — — Gol: gry reed 
comſuious tu the moſt eminent s mems 
in Virtur and Piety, to th numerous 
mllances of charity and doing 10 the 
o, and to 


comptcatefi command over his 
happirieſs 


- thepromotmy moſt 

| ofimankind, ee ter ee pp 
nei ; this ſaint muſt of de hap- 
Pier in the reſſections of his 'own mind, and 
ur the preſence,” fliendſſup und heppineſs of 

<1 31 be hatly greatly com 

| trebated, than another godd mum eam be; 

- - who cangor-reflet-on ib uſefub'#lifs, nor in 


te world of bliſs ſee ſo many, whoſe * 


obo. dir in the Lord. 463 


he hath. mo _— he n denn 
contribus ed. = nf 
We have therafdve-not.only the — >" 1 
Ihcouragement to be the Lord's, to enter his 
forviee and petſt vete in ĩt, but to be always 
dhounding. in the: work of the Lord ;. to ſtrive 
that our knowledge of God, our faith in 
—— tmay be the moi 
nitionad; fervent and uniform; and for this 


—— ay always, in every thing in gur Theft v 


| to march unto prayer. Not onby Ebb. 5 
to — — but to deviſe liberal 
to ſeck. out occaſions of doing good, and cons | I xx 
trive ways to be. moſt extenſively uſeful. Not 
only ſo to govern our inclinations and paſſi⸗ 
ond, as to keep ourſelves: from gros ttanſa 
gtefliois of the laws of righteoutnefs,. pu- 
rity, and tempetance, but to/ keep every 
paſſion in a conſtant :eafy' to Reaſon 
aud Religion, perfect boliugſi in tb fear of 2 Cor. vñ. 
God, be heavenly minded, and have our 114. vi. 
heart and treuſame in heaven; ſinoe every in- 20, 21. 
ſtance of  goudneſs, every vidtory over . 
paſſions, every advance in piety, will * 
dute to us a higher degree of glory and 
bieſie dneis to etorniy; and we can no way 
ſo Well imploy. our time, wealth, —_— 
or diligence, as in the. ſervice of this Lord, 
who will net fuffer the leaſt fincere ondea- 
your to pleaſe hint, the leaſt iniſtance of cha 
rity-and-doihg good; not cd, cp of old. 
| e een aiſciple, W 18; 
The 


_— 


— 


464 The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
Samen The beſt we can hope from the other pur- 
XVIII. ſuits and injoyments of life, diftiadt from 
—_—_— Religion and Virtue, and from all-expeiices 
on the mere ſhow. of life; is; that they will 
load us with nocguilt to be horqe hy us ünto 
the other world If they do not, through 
any irregularities, attending! the acquiſmtion 
or poſſeſſion, leſſen our happineſa in the ever- 
Laſting ſtate, they will no way augment it. 
ll ſuch purpoſes and purſuits for ever end 
nn death. Whereas every act of charity we 
| 5 F - porform,, every improvement we make in 
piety, meekneſs, humility, patience, bene- 
volence, purity, temperance, and the like; 
and every good action we do, yea, every 
good intention which failed in execution 
ſolely through Want of opportunity, all theſe 
Mall go with; us into the other world, render 
us mote dear f God and raiſe us to a more 
eee of glory and happineſs 
fon eternity. e H Nene ee 
The teular ways in.which. this is to be 
effected, and the certainty of the thing, we 
may learn from the following inſtances. 
It is one part of the bleſſednels 
to the faithfub diſciples of @briſt, that they 
_ vi. ball: ſee God, and he where ( brill. is and be- 
i «Joh af hbld- bis glory; that is, will-be bleſt with the 
clear knowledge of God and of: Chriſt, and 
aur i. tranſporting aſſurances of Their favdur;;: ſhalt 
John an injoy large and bright vie of the divine 
e om . 


1 


a 4 
Tx LEE 


tohbo die in the Lord. 


465 


to raviſhing ſentiments of veneration; won- Ssanen 
der, gratitude and love; ſhall triumph in the XVIII. 


glory and bliſs of the Redeemer, and praiſe 
him in an exalted manner. This is a hap- 
pineſs that admits of very different degrees. 
The knowledge, devotion and tranſport of 
an Archangel muſt be greatly ſuperior to thoſe 


of an Angel; and of conſequence. in propor- 


tion to our greater improvements in goodnels 
and devotion, to our greater diligence and 
delight in meditating on the perfections, and 
ſtudying the works and word of God, and 
thinking of, and loving an unſeen Saviour, 
in proportion to theſe will be the diſcoveries 
God will make to us, of his excellencies, 
and of his works, and that Jeſus will make 
of himſelf and of his love, and our happi- 
neſs in a more extenſive knowledge and ex- 
alted devotion. To thoſe who in this life 
have injoyed to any degree the pleaſures of 


truth, and of divine love, I need not prove 


that they are the moſt valuable ſatisfactions; 
and can they wiſh greater incouragement to 
cultivate a diſpoſition for theſe, and prefer 
them now before the mean pleaſures of the 
animal life, than that the degree in which 
they ſhall for ever poſſeſs theſe ſatisfactions 
in heaven, will be determined by their pre- 
ſent improvement in a pious and heavenly 
temper ;' and the more they thus reſemble 
the Angels now, the nearer ſhall they be 
like them in bliſs for ever ? 

Vol. 1. H h Again 


466 


The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 


Sauen Again — The joys of friendſhip, of mu- 
XVIIL tual communications of knowledge and bap- 


nn mms 


pineſs, and of being imployed in executing 
the great defigns of the divine government 
for the happineſs of God's moral creation, 
are part of the bliſs good men will injoy af- 


ter death; and in this reſpect their good 


works now will follow them, that their in- 
joyment of this happineſs will be meaſured 


by the degrees of their goodneſs and uſeful- 


Lake xix. 
16, 


neſs here. Our Lord the Judge has deter- 
mined, that the diligent and faithful ſervant, 
who made his one pound ten pounds, 
ſhould be ſet over ten Cities; while he who 
improved it to five, was made governour 


but of five Cities. His Apoſtles alſo he 


XXi. 29, 


aſſures, for their incouragement to an ac- 
tive zeal and patient perſeverance in his 
ſervice; Ye are they who have. continued with 
me in my Temptations, and T appoint unto you 
a Kingdom, as my Father bath appointed unto 
me ; that ye may eat and drink at my Table in 
my Kingdom, and fit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. They therefore who 
while on their trial have been moſt pious and 
uſeful and charitable, being conſequently re- 


warded by God with an elevation to higher 


degrees of knowledge. and goodneſs in the 
other world, will be qualified to fill higher 
poſts in the heavenly polity, and to bear no- 
bler parts in executing the divine deſigns. 

e Being 


- wo 7 
« % 


who die in the Lord: 456570 
Being qualified alfo to cottitiunicate more Sexuok 
knowledge and Happineſs to others, they XVII. 
will ae fs 550 mip ſatisfacton 
in thus communicating and be Hap⸗ 
pier in che eaker eltern 1 love of the ob- 
ther bleſſed ſpirits, whoſe eſteem and love 
will ever be determibed by che degrees of 
moral excellence. ' © 
| Fitially = The reſurrection of our bodies 
to glory, beauty, power, and immortality is 
a conſiderable part of the reward df out 
works here, — in this reſpect out works 
will follow us into the other world; that as 
bne far differeth from another flar in glory, 1 Cor. "yy 
fo alſo vill be the refarreftion from the d u.. 
The body of the Joweſt faint will in glory 
and beauty be like to dur Lord's own miſt glo- Phil. ti 
ibus Body; yet as Ki wars this reſem⸗ 
blance, e glory, majeſty, and beauty of 
the Som of S6, and the napbine he re- 
ceives through his glorified body, is greatly 
above'that of the moſt exalted faint, fo the 
ncaret we reſemble the Son of God in fer- 
vent piety, active goodneſs, chearful meek- 
neſs and patience, : and in a heavenly tettiper 
and converſation; the mote ſhall the glory, 
and beauty, and erfection of our ſpititual 
bodies, KH the happineſs we. cles from 
chem, teſemble the glory and happineſs of 
the Son of God; and confequently the mots 
Nofiodrable (half be our rank and dietinction 
for ever. Would we therefore be diftin- 


n . guiſhed 


The. Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
ay pid for, immortal glory, beauty, and 
happineſs. in the court of heaven, let us 


now adorn. our ſouls with the moral beauties 


in the greateſt luſtre, with piety, goodneſs, 
| compaſlion, ſweetnels, modeſty, - , 
and the like; and then, as nearly as we now 
reſemble our perfect pattern in thoſe 8 
qualities, ſo neatly ſhall the glory and 
fection of our bodies. hereafter reſemble his, 
. when the righteous ſhall ſhine as the Sun in 

the Kingdom of their Faber. 

Well then might the voice from herveys 


Heb. xii. ſay, Bleſſed. are the dead who die in tbe Lord, 


 fince death at once frees them for ever from 
all evil and ſuffering, and removes them to a 
ſtate of unering knowledge and eſtabliſhed 
. goodneſs ; where they are i preſent with the 
Tord Je ſus, fee God face, to face, converſe 
with Angels, and joyfully expect the general 
Judgment, wherein before innumerable An- 
gels, and the whole human race, their ap- 
2 piety and obedience ſhall be acknow- 
edged and applauded; and they in their re- 
ſurrection- bodies, cloathed with high degrees 
of immortal glory, beauty, and power, ſuited 
to the degrees of their diligence and fidelity 
in the wor k of their great Maſter, ſhall begin 
a ſtate of compleat happineſs, which ſhall 
Jaſt, not barely 2 ſome thouſands of years, 
or millions of ages, but for ever: and when 
innumerable ages have rolled by witneſſes to 
their * felicity, ſhall know their e 
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neſs to be as far from an end as at the be- Szxuon' 
gining; ſhall know it to be unalterable as XVIII. 
the love and power of the unchangeable 
God, ſure as his faithfulneſs, and laſting as 
his everlaſting dominion. Happy indeed are 
the dead who die in the Lord! Who would 
not live to him, and die in him? Bled rer. 
e be the God and Father of our Lord eſus * 

© Chriſt, who of bis abundant mercy hath be- 

&« gotten us again to à lively bope, by the re- 
e ſurrection of Chriſt from the "dead, to an 
&« inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
t that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 
ec for us, who are kept by the power of God 
ee through faith unto ſalvation. Bleſſed alſo Rev. i. 
« be the Lamb that was ſlain, even Jeſus 3. 
% abo loved us, and died to waſh us from our 
&« fins in bis own blood, and make us Kings 
*© and Prieſts unto Gad. Salvation, bleſſing, 
e glory, and praiſe be to the eternal foun- 
* tain of all good, the Father of our Lord 
“ Jeſus. Chriſt, and the Father of mercies, 
« and to his well beloved Son for ever and 
c ever, Who thus reward the imperfect love 
* and obedience of a ſhort life, and after 
e momentary labours grant everlaſting wo 

and infinite bleſſedneſs “t 
Leet us now cloſe this ſubje by mention- 
ing a few of the Inferences we ſhould: draw 
from this moſt delightful truth, delivered by a 

| WR 7 £5 r voice 


„Here the Sermon ma i pro l divided when read 
inthe Family x Jake 


* 
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* 
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q * : vs. ” 
. * Ul. 


a The: Bleſſedngſs g ibo 
dane voice from heaven, aſſured by the:promiſe 
 SYBE and cath uf the unchangeable God, and by 

— = Wk dying teſtimony, and: glorious Ain 
tion and aſcenſion of his San. And 

1. Werſhquld tearn hence to value i in the 
greatoſt degre „Which 


e the Chriſtian Religi 
thus ſupplies the ſtrongeſt copfolations under 
"on erat hl life and the fears of death, pro- 
= thoſe bleed that die in the Losd; 
"ates from heaven, by the moſt ex- 
ad by af of ahmi rt God, and the 
5 E of his Son, alfures'us 
_ they reſb from all their labouss, and are en- 
tered upom everlaſting happineſs. Fo ſtrug- 
die A difficulties, to labour under afflic- 
tions, pains, and diſappoi is infepa- 
1 table wm our mortal condition. To have 
Fc. zi: theſe lightnad by the aſſuranoe that they are 
+: alt directe by jafivite wiſdom and goodneſs, 
N and increaſing our virtue and 
pit; and that our bearing them well, dur- 
2 Cor. iv. ing a ſhort life, ſhall wart owt for ud @ far 
* ware exceeding even an eternal ueigbe f glo—ꝛ 
, is a poividege peculiar: — Af. 
ter'a ſhort life to be ſubject to the ſtroke of 
death, toi have a natural dveaddꝭ of it, and to 
be obliged to enter, and paſs through the 
gloamy vaſe, without ſeeing whither it leads, 
3 the lot of all the children of 
Tol de enpreſsb/ aſſured, and by a 
ok from — that death puts not an 
end 10 qur Being, but only to our en | 


who die in the Lori. _ ' 
that it immediately introduces us into a ſtate 7 
of perſoct reſt and-ſelf-injoyment ; and that XVIE 
dur bodies, from which our ſouls part re- . 
luctantly, ſhall be reſtored to them with in- 
finite advantage, and be prepared to be the 
ſeats and inſtruments of compleat and im- 
mortal felicity; theſe are incouragements for 
which we are wholly indebted to the Goſpel 
of Chrift, and which ſhould nn to us 41 420 
in the greateſt degree. ER. 
Reaſon will indeed prove to us — ran” 
Nate, wherein it ſhall be well wih the righ» + -- > 
teoug;z yet ſome of the greateſt men, among 
thoſe-who had only Reaſon to guide them 
had a mixture of doubt and unce wWwun 
their belief of a future ſtate. * Socrates; who 
reaſoned the beſt of any of the Philoſophers 
in of it, ſo $ himſelf with thus 
hope at the of death That either 
the ſoul periſhed with the body; and if ſo; 
to be annihilated was better than to live with 
ie bad men; or elſe, which he believed and 
« hoped, the foul was immortal, and then af- 
<<. ter being releaſed from the body; the ſpirits 
< of good men went to the gods, and to the 
«abode of good ſpirits, and were happy in 
«| their friendſhip.” Their + reaſonings alſo in 
proof of this great truth were often weak, at 
other times too ſubtile for common appre» 
henſions, and generally diſcovered a great 
deal of doubt in their on minds, as well 
- as left a great deal in the minds of their 
"© Hha4 hearers; 
Plat. Apol. + Plat, Phædon & Tuſc. Quæſt. 


> 
3* +©4 >: . 


472 


The Bleſſedneſs of tboſe 


Szanon hearerm; whereas Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


XVIII. 


2 plainly and peremptorily, and without 
_ the leaſt doubt and uncertainty on this moſt 

important ſubject. They aſſure us in the 
name of God our Maker, and by miracles 
prove he had impowered them 2 give the 
aſſurance, particularly by raiſing the dead, 


and Chriſt by riſing himſelf from the dead, in 


ee 


ii. confirmation of this doctrine, that the foul 
ſurvives the body, ſo that men 2ubo kl tbe 


body" rannot kill the ſoul; that when we are 
from the body, we ͤ are preſent aw1th the 
Lord in Paradiſe; and that God will render 


3. glory, honour,” and tmmertality to a patient 
continuance in well: doing. The meaneſt ca- 


can with eaſe and certainty apprehend, 

that if God our Creator declares we are made 
for another ſtate, and that he will in it make 
the pious and obedient happy, this future 
life and happineſs are ſure beyond all reaſon- 
able doubt; and that God teally commiſſi- 
oned his Son Jeſus to make in his name theſe 
declarations; who not only wrought num- 
berleſs miracles i in proof of it, but who hav- 
ing ſealed this truth with his blood, actually 
roſe again on the third day to confirm the 


promiſe of a general reſurrection, and of life 


eternal. Supported | by! theſe; expreſs aſſu- 


rances, the meaneſt ſincere Chrifiian can tri- 


umph over death in full hope of a glorious 
immortality, when the greateſt r 
were eee and doubting. 


And | 


M2 


dobo die in the Lord: 
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And then the Goſpe | aſſures. us of what Sza von 
the beſt — yy. not aſcertain, that with * 


the preſent life end all the labours and dan- 
gers of good men, and that immediately 44. 
ter it commence unalterable virtue and piety, 
and compleat and everlaſtisg bleſſedneſs. 
The wiſeſt * Heathen concluded that only a 
few eminently good reſted from their labours 


in death, and were fixed in happineſs. The 
generality of others, whoſe characters were 


mixed, and their goodneſs imperfect, they 
believed were tried again in another ſtate, 


and not fixed in happineſs till compleat and 


eſtabliſhed in goodneſs. And without a Re- 
velation we could not be aſſured that Ged 
would not thus diſpoſe of us. Whereas we 
Chriſtians are bleſſed with this glorious ex- 
citement to live to the Lord, and to die in 
him; that a voice from beaven declares it as 
certain,” and commands it to be written for 
the comfort of Chriſtians in all ſucceeding 
times. Bleſſed are the, dead who die in the 


Lord, in that they reſt immediately from 


all their labours, and their good works 
going with them are rewarded with ever- 
laſting .. 

Let any ſerious perſon defirous of ſatis- 
faction, as to the ſtate of men in the next life, 


read the beſt Writers unenlightened by Re- 


velation, and after theſe read the Diſcourſes 


of ING _ his Bhs: and. then ſay, | 


whether 
3 Plus Phadon. & Firgit. Eneid. L. 6. | 
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AN" whether while the one leaves him doubtful, 
XVIII. the other does not give him abſolute cer- 
— tdinty.' And while the one at moſt allows 


delightful afſurancey of compleat and endlbeſs 
_ felieity. How ſhould all therefore, the balk 
of mankind eſpeeially, who are not capable 


Revelation, whieh by its divine in 


ing it to be only a ſhort paſt! 1 


him to expect ſome low degree of happineſs, 


they know not well what, anfwerable to the 


ſhortneſs and imperfection of their virtue, 
the other dees not give the moſt expreſs and 


of long and cloſe reaſonings on this ſubject, 
but alike intereſted in it, as being in com- 


mon ſubjected to labours, ſufferings and 


death, how Highly ſhould they eſteem this 


ments ehears the fout under the greateſt evits 
of life, and makes them fearce ſenſible; and 
darts in ſuch” a light through the gloom of 
death, as ſcatters all the hofrors of it, ſhow- 


reſt, and to an infinite rewar 

Ir. What @trifle are all theſe parate cares, 
ne intereſts, and pleaſures of this ſhort life 
in compariſon of this great concern, that we 
live to the Lord; and die in him; and thus 
ſecure an everlaſting reſt from all labour and 


ſuffering, and the - poſſeſſion” of perfect and 
Luke x. 
1¹5 255 


never ending Nappideſs! Men are careful and 
cambired about many things, when really but 
one thing is nredſul and important. We are 


A Cocitous to ward off the evils; and to pro- 


vide againſt t the wants and 1 inconveniencies of 


who die in the Lord. © 
che preſent” life, and generally look no furs See 
ther, when death without our care would 5 5 
ſoon put an end to all theſe, and at the cloſe 
of life'they would appear but like the unea- 
fineſs of a dream. We are eagerly ingaged 
in the purfuit of wealth or pleaſure, and if 
we ſuceeed here concern ourſelves for no 
more, when ſuppoſing we prove moſt ſuc- 
eeſsful in the purſuit, a few days will re- 
move us for ever from them; at death they 
will appear to us as if they had never been, 
and in the next, the everlaſting ſtate on 
which we are entering, will be found of no 
importance to our eternal well-being. On 
the contrary, the injuſtice by which we may 
haye acquired them, or the licentiouſneſs 
with which we have injoyed them, will 
then hang heavy on our fouls, and fill us 
with the moſt anxious forebodings of what 
wilt follow our making up fo ill an account. 
Yea, ſuppoſing no other life, fo many la- 
bours and difficuſtics attend the purſuits of 
wealth and pleafure, fo uncertain is the ac- 
quiſition, ſo ſhort the injoyment, and ſo. cer- 
tainly daſhed with diſguſt,” produced by the 
diſappointment of our immoderate defires 
and expectations; and ſo ſoon do the ſha 
dows of death overtake” us, and blot out the 
whole fcene, that nothing in life were then 
worth much toil and anxiety. But how 
much more trifling muſt thoſe temporal 


things appear, if compared with the con- 
6 cerns 


_- — of theſe 
Szanon cerns of an immortal Being, who is here o 
XVI. his trial for eternity, and who may ſo act his 
—— part in this ſcene as to be approved of his 
Judge, and happy for ever! And how aſto- 
niſhing is it, thet ſuch trifles can ingage the 
generality to neglect the other; when eyen 
the hopes of heaven would render them 
happier now, than the world can without 
theſe hopes, and the poſſeſſion of it all and 
for ever happy Ke 
If reſt be good, and. ſecurity — cb. A 
deſitable, 1 reſt of heaven muſt 
be infinitely valuable, and worthy all our 
care to ſecure it. If life and pleaſure be valu · 
able, immortal life, everlaſting pleaſure muſt 
be, infinitely. valuable, and every thing elſe 
tiles. How do all the evils and all the joys 
of this ſhort life diſappear, when we read 
{erioully | our Saviour's, Parable of the rich 
Luke xvi. man and Lazarus |. Who can envy the rich 
* nan his being cloathed in purple and fine linen, 
and faring px ung every day; who can 
deſire ſuch a felicity? When the dream of 
life was ſo ſoon over, and followed with his 
awaking in torments. Who can think the 
poverty and ſores of the pious Lazarus any 
great evils ; when death ſo ſpeedily cured him 
gf both, and delivered him to Angels, who 
conducted him to Paradiſe, to the beſt com- 
pany, and to the higheſt injoyments? Who 
.th at knows himſelf made for immortality, 


can ecmapy thing imp nd him 12 


2 
Cliiod 


who" die in the Lord. 


this; '{o to live, whether he be rich or poor, Sexmon 
| according to the inſtructions of his ' Sover- XVIII. 


that whenever he dies he may die in 
54 and after death be happy for ever? 
. Are they bleſſed who die in the Lord? 
Do they reſt from their labours, and do their 
worls go with them into the next ſtate,” and 
there receive an infinite reward? Let us all 
be perſuaded to labour after this character. 
To be ſubject to labours and ſorrows here is 
the lot of all; to have all theſe ending in 
death, and ſucceeded by perfect reſt and 
eternal bliſs, is the privilege of thoſe only 
who die in the Lord. If you devote life to 
the purſuits of pleaſure, — or ambition, 
though you were ſucceſsful to the hcighth of | 
your wiſhes, yet labour and vexation would 
inſeparably attend you, and mingle with your 
ſweets; and death after a few days put an 
utter end to your injoyment, and turn you 
naked, diſconſolate, and hopeleſs into the 
world of recompences; where riches will 
not profit, where of guilty pleaſures remain 
vothing but the — remorſe and deſpair- 
ing remembrance; and where no diſtinctions 
take place, but thoſe which are founded in 
moral goodneſs, in the imitation of our Lord, 
and ſerving him faithfully. Whereas if you 
immediately begin to live unto tbe Lord; 
from that moment you put yourſelves in hs 
way to be ſafe from ee * _ and ſure 2 


| . Vers 
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7. The Bleſſedneſs of thofe 
Sanmom The labours and' difficulties of life will be 
Au cheared by the expected reſt and 
—— ewatds of heaven, and (as when you bear 
them well they will continually taiſe your 
hopes) will he changed into pleaſures. The 
nobleſt ſatisfactions from the love and ĩimita 
tion of your Lord, from coniſcivus 
advancing holineſs, and approaching immor- 
. rality, will fill your boſomb. The ſhortneſs 
5 and uneertainty of life, and near views of 
. death, will give you no uncaſimeſs, who cart 
regard death as the final period of labour 
and ſuffeting, and the introduction to con- 
ſommate and immortal bleſſadneſs. The 
cloſe of your murtal life will thiets be peace, 
and ſoccerded by life eternal. Whereas if 
jou live forgetful of your Lord, and diſtbe . 
dient to hien, the toils and forrows- of life 
will be aggravated by guilty teflections, and 
uneaſy: fears far futurity, and followed with 
the deſerved--punifhments of the unſeen 
world. If this world, for the fake of which 
yon ſaeriſice the happineſs of the other, cars 
cempenſate you for thoſe evils, and offer you 
way com wich the 
Et Religion, and the reſt 
and rewardz of — in the name of wil. 
dom ſtick to the world. But if it cannot in 
the name of God be echortet to quit a fc 
lib and a ruinous courſe. Life is uncertain; 
if this day you will not live to Chrift, beſere 
| wa you may die: out of hm, and for 
2 ever 
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ever miſs heaven. Come then ta an imme» sranon 
diatg and full reſolution for a life of Religion. XVII. 
Dedicate yourſelves to God and Chriſt in e 
Chriſtian Covenant, and fulfil without delay 
its conditions. The world cannot make you 
amends for the hazard you run by the leaſt 
delay. Surprizing infatuation! We muſt 
_ earneſtly intreat reaſonable and immor- 
tal Beings, and intreat them in vain, to ſe- 
eure to themſelves a reſt from every evil, and 
euerlaſting bleſſedneſs; and nat to trifle away 
a ſhort life, their only ſeaſon for ſecuring it, 
and thus plunge themſelves into an utter de- 
ſpair of being happy. You muſt live to the- 
Lord, if you would die in lim; and fill life 
with works of piety and goodneſs, if you 
would have it produce to you in the next 
ſtate abundant: fruits of compleat and ever - 
laſting happineſmmmme . 
1. This doctrine particularly recom- 
mends early piety, that our works go with 
us into the other world, ſinee we may thus 
improve the whole of life for augmenting our 
happineſs to eterniiy. Labours for acquiring 
wealth and diſtinction, expences on ſenſual 
pleaſure, andi time devoted to gay amuſo- 
ments, all theſe are at beſt loft, ſince neither 
ef them attending us into the other worid 


will procure ſor us the ap nor rewards 
of our Sovereign. Whereas: all im 
ployed in acquiring a knowledge of God, of 


a 
ET JJ 
© 44% # ? 


pious 


| The Bleſſedneſe of thoſe 


| 1 pious and virtuous diſpoſition; all our labours 


and expences in doing good, in relieving the 
netceſſitous, - comforting the afflicted, well 
educating our children, promoting the 5 
fare of our families, relations, and acqua 
tance, in the beſt diſcharge of relative — 4 
or in ſupporting and advancing the intereſts 
of Religion in the world; and all the time 
given to the pleaſures of knowledge, good- 
neſs, and devotion; all theſe labours and ex- 
beſides the preſent ſatisfaction. and 
reward attending them, will go with us into 
the other world, and contribute to raiſe our 
ſtation of glory and happineſs to N 
Theſe works will all follow uss. 
How ſhould the Young — rejoice, 
; hat they may thus improve the whole of life, 
and immediately devote themſelves to the 
ſtudy and practice of Virtue and Religion. 
If they thus early enter themſelves into the 
_ ſervice of Chriſt, beſides preventing the an- 
guiſn of guilty reflections, and the difficulty 
of curing bad habits, beſides finding the 
practice of religion far more eaſy and pleaſant, 
they will make the whole of this ſhort life 
turn to infinite advantage in the next ſtate. 
For whereas late converts have a very ſmall 
part of life that they can review e with ſatis- 
faction, are ſtung with guilty reflections and 
remorſe for — iaſtances of folly 
and ingratitude, and for having waſted a 
gteat part of life; are forced t0: ſtruggle el 
Chet, WI 
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with laveterate paſſions and habits, aud at Stxwon: 
laſt have little to be re warded, andiare ſtarce- XII. 
ly ſaued; every day will pield- thbſtz wo 
have been pious from their 23232 IR 
for pleaſing ireflections, and bright hopes 
the pleaſure of doing their duty eve —— 
will be greater than the —— and 
—— conclude their time of arials their 
wor bs will go-401th them into the other: world, 
and cauſe their cron of glory to be f. dif 
tinguiſhed: ſplendor, and their happineſs — 
the moſt exalted kind, for as they have ſown, Gal. vi: 7¹ 
they fhall:alſo reuoj r- i Di n 
My You Prignds/iSthenrorld can make 
you offers like theſe, cloſe with them; if not, 55 
de ſo much your on friends, be ſo grateful 
to God and to Jeſus, as immediately to come 
to a full reſolution for a religious life, and 
devote yourſelves to God through Chriſt. 
When you have thus well begun, the work 
will be half done, and the ſatisfactions you 
will experience, in having entered the way 
to life eternal, will make youadvance joyful- 
ly in tit and the excellence of yuur work, 
and the glorious hopes and rewards before 
vou, will change your labours into pleaſures. 
If you ingage in other purſuits you will find 
your' pleaſures. few, and daſhed. with guilt: 
and diſappointment, but your labours and 
diſquietudes many; and death, ihſtead of 
enditig: your ſorrows: will bring you to the 
beigheh of chem. Tour an een 
1 en F a0Eks. 1 Beds 80 


nnn 


482 The. Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
. u into the other world, but only 
XII. (fink ybu deepet into totment, and better 
Man. world it have: been for you, that you bud ne- 
. 24. ver bern born; But if you are wile in early 

Youth, with deliberation; and ſerioufneſs too, 
reſolve: for a life of piety and virtue, ratify 
your reſolutions: at the Lord's Table, and 
purſue them 1 in the ſteady of all 
from that time you are under the 
protection of a Sovereign, who will guard 
you from every real evil, and furniſſi you 
with every proper good; who will not ſuffer 
the leaſt — 368 of faithful ſervice to go un- 
Heb. vi. rewarded, but at the laſt great day will re- 
10. member all your werks of piety and labours 
of love, and from his — on you 
| Mat. xxv. before angels and men, Mell dune, good and 
20, 21. . «faithful ſervants { Lou have devoted the 
| ic wholecof life to me, and now a whole eter- 
<« nity is before you, in which you ſhall be 
happy, and the moſt diſtinguiſhing houours 
in my: heavenly Kingdom are yours!” 

v. From this doctrine: we- may learn the 

folly of delaying and truſting to a death. bed 
repentance. - According to our Text none 
— inthe: Lord; but they who have 
for him; and none have a bleſſed 
1 om their labours, but they who have 
laboured in the work of the Lord; and to 
have good: works attend us to be rewarded 
in the next ftate, we- muſt have done them 
while in the body. Whereas they who truſt 
to a death- bed repentance, continue: * 
their 


1 @ 


Works of unti 


70 * In the Lord. 
their whole life out of Chriſt, labour only 
in the [ſervice--of fin, and work only he Ve 
ighteonfnefs; and offer bahn g 
ta God at laſt, but ſome fruitleſs wiſhes, that 
they had taboured in hig ſorvioe, and ſome 
promiſes of working, when they” are per- 
ſuaded their time ſor it is quite expired. 
Would a thotough' repentance” of a death- 
bed avait'to ſuch for pardon and happineſs; | 
which the Scripture no where declares, yet 
ſuck at that time is the weakneſs of their fa- 
culties, and. their incapacity for eloſe reflee - 
tion, and continued theoughefulneſs about ſpi- 
ritual affairs; ſuch are the diſtractions of 4 
diſcaſed pained body, and of worldly affairs: 
demandiny a ſettlement, and ſo muny the in- 
s from the officious atteridance of 
friends; and the like, that it is of all times 
the worſt they could ever fix on for ſuch a 
work, and the leaſt favourable for accom-' 
pliſhing . 
For my part, J never ſaw a death bed of 
a finer, who of purpoſe delayed till the laſt, 
that was favourable for executing ſuch a de- 
ſipn'; or on which what could, in any pro- 
ptiety, be called a thorough repentance was 
effected. Siners in view of death are in- 
deed terribly alarmed, ſenſible they have near” 
ruited-themſelves, and freely promiſe ſome-' 


thing, they do not know well what — and 5 | 


this is all. Nothing appears like ſuch a 
change in the — as intirely to approvo 
what is excellent and lovely in the eyes of 

ä God, 
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N W them to be happy in the preſence and 


2 Cor. V. 


Sal. vi. 7. 


Tue Bleſſedneſe of thoſe 
Jod, and to abhor the: contrary; nothing 
like that temper Arhiche ! is neceſſary to qua- 


love of à moſt holy God. and in the perfec- 
tion of goodneſs. Beſides the Goſpel con- 
tains no promiſe of an everlaſting reward to 
ineffectiye :promiſes and reſolutions,” extotted 
by the near; view of death. It is the lan- 
guage of the New Teſtament, Ve muſt every 
one; receive according to what. we have. done 
in the body, not according to what we wiſhed 
we had done, but did not. They are nu- 


merous iaſtances of chatity which our Lord 


in the twenty fifth chapter of St. Matthew 
declares he will reward with life eternal; and 
thoſe Firgins who ſlept while the Bridegroom 
tarried, and their Lamps went out, and Who 
afterwards awakened by the cry of his com- 


ing, in vain hurried themſelves to be ready, 


but who came after the door was ſhut, cry- 
ing, Lord, Lord, open to us; theſe are by 
him ſtiled-foo/fo Virgins, and ſentenced to 
outer darkneſs; where is weeping, and watling, 
and. gnaſting f teeth. They therefore Who 
think they will cunningly contrive to indulge 


their luſts, and-injoy all the pleaſures of fin, 


yet by a death · bed repentance ſecure the 
eyerlaſting rewards of holineſs, are with all 
their cunning the greateſt fools, for they de- 
ceive none but themſelves, and that they do 
fatally. Be not deceived, ſays the Apoſtle, God 
15 not mocked, Orr e 4 man . "All 


ab GOA ATA 


PLE 
ſhall: be: alſo reap ; and bleſſed only are they, Sas 


who when they die reſt from their labours XVII. 
in the Lord, and who have works of picty anda 


and loye to follow them. 

vi. This doctrine is proper to FAR thy 
good under all the labours and ſufferings of 
life, and accounts for God's permiting them. 
They will ſoon reſt from their labours, and 
the bearing and improving afflictions well 


ſhall wort out: for them a far mare exceeding 2 Cor. ir. 


and eternal weight of glory. Without trials 27. 


and temptations our love and fidelity could 
not be approved, and without an approved 
fidelity we could not become ſo proper ob- 
jects of the divine complacency, nor be qua- 
lified for ſo glorious a reward. And if ligt 
aflictions, which are but for a moment, work 
out a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


glory, God acts wiſely and kindly in appoint- 
ing them, and we ought to go through them 


chearfully. Such is our preſent conſtitution, 
and ſo ſtrong are our inclinations to ſenſible 
good, that was not our fondneſs for it cor- 


rected by afflictions, the beſt would be in 


danger of growing ſenſual in their tempers. 
Through inconſideration do we run into many 


faults, which afflictions correct by bringing 
us to humble and ſerious reflections. If then 
vice be the diſeaſe and death of the ſoul, and 
virtue and piety its ſound ſtate; and if its 


immortal vigour and happineſs will be pro- 
n the degrees of its preſent health- 


113 fulneſs, 


ö 


% V. Bites of theſe 


Season fuliieſs, vw cally ſec; hour that (to ſome 


2 , Huang) maxim ! is tfue, Nbom the Lord loveth 
lieb A. hethaffeneth, and feourgeth every fon whom: be 
6,11. recetveth : for though 
— prigſent: Jeempth 10 he ichen but grivaus, ne. 
tembelgß after wards ir 'yieldeth the Peateadle 
fruits of righteouſneſs, ti them ul dre exer- 
bejed theredy; EY oat is 
Peace, and life eternal. 
$80 e eee ee anche view, 
_ - && diiſcipline, are no prooft of God's particu- 
lar diſpleaſure, but rathier of his p love. 
And if God exercife good men with afflic- 
tions, as he did Job, merely b 25 
hei 4 and manifeſt "bis piety, in 
patience, and teſignation; ur if | we 
= . prone ſale, for adhering to 5 pu- 
rity of religion, or to the ſteady practice of 
Ef our duty, in theſe caſes we are, acoording to 
Matt. v. gur Saviour s oomand, 10 rcjaite and be eu- 
1 peeding glad, for great is dur reward in bea- 
1 Pet. iv. alen. St. Peter alſo directs us, not ro think it 
Sn range Ma fiery trial-befal us; when our 
faith and patience, thus tried and approved, 
i,7, wil be found to praiſt, and bonour, — 
| del cke appearance of: our Lord Foſus CH. 
here are no afflictions but we may bear 
well, no trials to which: good men may be 
called bot aue deſigned. by-God- to heighten 
and approve thrir virtue; and we can make 
wma improvement in goddneſs, but it will be 
: N rewarded: i cannot! therefore" in 
& | 11 Reaſon 


Reaſon be thought unaccountable, if God Seauos 
throughout this ſhort. life exerciſe his chil- XVIII. 
dren with difficulties and afflictions, finco 
here 7s the patience of the ſaints; and when 
they die : they reſt; from their. labours, and 
their avorks follow: them. It is- ſaid alſo of 
them ibo came out of great tribulations, that Rev. vii. 
. they.are:before the throne of God and ſerve bim 
day and night in bis Temple; and be that fiteth 
an the' throne ſhall dwell among them. Tbey 
all hunger no more, neither thin any more, 
neither ſhall. the Sum light: on them, nor any 
beat, for the Lamb uo is in the midſt before 
the-throne ſball fasd them, and fhall kad them 
ite: lining — 2 By bene ſhall 
wipe tears from their cyes. Is not 
da enough to 83 tear? 
And would any wiſe perſon wiſh to be ex- 
empted from an affliction, which though at 
preſent grievous, he might yet cauſe to yield 
ſuch glorious fruits of joy, and life eternal? 
Dan any reaſonable perſon complain of la- 
bours, from which he will ſoon; reſt in 
death, and for which, after death, he (hall 
be inſinitely recompenſed? Ate they nat, as 
st. James {ays, to be accaunted happy who em lane i 
dure temptation, .. fence when; they are Fried | 
rtbey ball receive the crown of life, which the 

Lord hath promiſed to them that love him? 

Let us but ſeriouſly meditate on the | reſt. of 
heaven, and all the labours andiſafftnpgs.af 

life will appear light and eaſy. 4 "RE 

| — 114 vn. Are 


** e 
iI. Are the dead: bleſſet cu Ae uin al. 


it t This ſhould moderate our grief for 
thoſe, Whoithus ref em tbeir labaurt. 


Ars they removed from the joys of this life > 
They reſt alſo ſrom its ſufferings; ſibkneſs, 
in, folly; and vice fon ever end with re- 


— vv rd to them, and can no more-diſturb their 


felt. oymenc. 1s their tine of labòurin 
"the 3 ended? Their paſt works of: — 
rand obedience are gone with them into the 
other world, to be :remrarded: with eternal 
| Happineſs," Are they\remibveit. from oui un- 
timacy and love ? They have exchanged the 
beſt company here .for-infinitely better, and 
Yoon ſhall we meet with them again, grey 
inproved, and never to part mot e 
hat wer hàve a right to this ſtrung con · 
ſolation under the death of ur Friend, and 
i worthy Paſtor, deceaſed, from tlie agre- 
fitof>his-character with that given in the 
bepinitip; of tuch as die #nithe Lord, i 18 Evi 
E touligawhohbave koown how: bolily; 3 
— 5 and unblameably he behaved himſelf 
you fbr more. than Thirty Years that 
—.— — and for Fifty Vears that 


he acted Fa Tutor in this Town. During 


| which ume he particularly diſtinguiſned hin- 
ſelf as à moſt tender Patent, a ind and ger 
nerdus Relation, and a compaſſionate and 
boùntifol Friend to the Poor; without diſtioc- 
e n den Shin 

1 Mut 1 She 


4 LE 4 a 43; 


1 


> 


he wks to ſo 5 an age, „ during szznen 
Seventy Years, never been confined one day N XVIII. 


to his bed by ſickneſs, was both. a proof and 
reward of his exact temperance. And his 
chearfully imploying ſo long a life in pro- 
moting the faith Kndypractice of the Goſpel, 
among a Body of riſtians, where worldly 
incouragements are'generally far from conſi- 
derable,+is.a ſenſible, proof of his piety, and 
of his hearty affection to the Perſon and 
Cauſe of Chriſt his great Maſter.. 
His Genius and his Inclination lead him 
? chiefly to delight in the Study of Nature and 
of — Mathematicks, in which he was a 
great proficient; and theſe Studies afliſted 
him more juſtly to conceive the aſtoniſhing 
greatneſs. of the divine works, and the ex- 
—— of thoſe few. and fimple, but moſt 
com prehenſive and beneficial laws, accord- 
ing to which the divine Mind moves, actu- 
ates, and preſerves this mighty frame of 
things. Hence he became qualified to re- 
ceive more grand and worthy ideas of the 
boundleſs perfections of the great Author and 
Preſerver of all, to form his hearers to a 
mote rational and exalted piety, as well as 
the Students under his care to an exactneſs 
of reaſoning, a love of knowledge and 
truth, and an evident and firm perſuaſion 
of the immenſe FerfeRions and conſtant Pro- 
Sdence of i He e I 
0 Ane 


499 _ — of the 

ds + And let me add, the freedom with which 

— — he treated his Pupils, his incouraging an in- 

—'— quifitive temper, and ſo eaſily beering an op- 

polition of ſentiments, at an age too, which 

| very oſten makes perſons look! on this as an 

- _ _ Intalerable mption. in Touth; cheſe 

were ſubſtantial prey tof. bis great mo- 

_ defty and love of ooo 

3 time moſt means to ineourage the 

4 ſearches, and improve che inte hectual abi- 

lities of thofe under his care. And che 

Ggure made in the learned world by ſe- 

veral educated under him, is a oof of 

che wiſdom of dis method, | WF" le 
4 abilities as à Tutor. Jene 

. 
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Bor 1 muff revedber-that'f 
ke io Spb who knew much better 
bis character and "a" i 

acguain 


to do. ly 
1 Lesch, 1 — 
knew Mr. Moore better to fill . 1-4 the 
mention of one good quality, that 2 had 
ar nity to obſerve, his great 
moderation and ank in relation to per- 
ſons differing from bim in ſome dectrines 
of Religion, which Have been warmly dif- 
Fes, and by many treated as fundamen- 
p With pleafure and admiration 1 heard 
Siem deliver theſe juſt, modeſt, and chriſ- 
tian -ſentiments. © T am did, and muſt 
99 K N wy ſoon 


who die in the Lord. 


« ſoon appear before my great Judge ; 44 SermoN 


% under my 


_ own many errors, fins and 142 


defects, have only to plead as a ground 


for his mercifully forgiving and accept- 
tt ing me, an honeſt and impartial con- 
et cern to know and ow his ? ill, And 
* ſhall 1 by jadging and condemning mu 
ae fr K N l 
« timent, many of whom with equal ſin- 

« oerity and regard to the authority of. 
« Chriſt, and with greater application and 
& \abflitics have examined theſe points, and 
„ after all feen reaſon to think and ſpeak 
«. differently from me; ſhall I thus deſtroy 
& my own plea for the divine acceptance, and 
© by judging them condemn myſelf ? Nor 
4 prudence, juſtice, nor chriſtian charity - 

« will allow me to do it.” Excellent ſenti- 
ments! Were they more common, we ſhould 
not. only have more peace, love, and real 
piety among Chriſtians, but more truth 
in relation to controverted doctrines; none 
being ſo likely to find truth, as perſons 
of this diſpoſition, freely conve and 
debating 5 each oe 1 95 = 
When ſuch was the temper and ſuch 
the life of our deceaſed Friend, are we not 
juſtified jn regarding that Diſtemper, which 


iffering from me in ſen- 


without pain put an end to his uſeful Iiſe, 


as a favour of heaven, excuſing him from 
thoſe labours and ſorrows, which accord- 


ing 


due Bliſednſe of this 


* RAR ing to the courſe. of nature would other- 
XVIII. wife have embittered his life, if further 


protracted; and removing him to the world 
of perfection and — — 99 Thither 
bis works follow him, and there his long 
and faithful ſervices in the Miniſtry will 
be crowned with glory and life eternal — 
There his pious. and laborious” ſearches in- 
to the 0 5 of God, while he was here, 
are rewarded with the brighteſt and largeſt 
views of them, and with: the pleaſures. of 
the moſt exalted devotion to. the infinite 
Original of all that is great and good — 
There his love to his 3 while un- 
ſeen, is recompenced by ſeeing him face to 
face, by juſt apprehenſions of his native 
excellence, his amazing condeſcenſion, and 
dying love ; by his feeling. tranſports of ad- 
miration, oratitude, and love to him, and 
receiving full aſſurances of his great Maſ- 
ter 's approbation — And there his gene- 
rous affection to all who, love our Lord Je- 
2 in truth, is rewarded, by his admiſſion 
to. the ſociety and friendſhip of ſpirits made 
ferfe ; where error, prejudices, and un- 
charitable conteſts are for ever unknown, 
and the only conteſt is, who ſhall moſt ons 
God, Chriſt, and one another. | 
2 att none therefore, not even his near- 


m KRelatives, mourn for him, as. they who 


Bae no fe 3 but believing that thoſe "who 
gat feep 


abe die in the Lord. 4593 
ſheep in Feſus, God will bring with him; $exzon 
that their . ſpirits: after a happy reſidence XIII 
with Chriſt in Paradiſe, Where with a 5 
pleaſing aſſurance they the conſum- 22. 
mation of all things, and their own full i 8 
reward, ſhall at the end of the world de. 3. 
ſcend with Chriſt to Judgment; receive their i. 
bodies raiſed glorious, ſpiritual, and incor- 
ruptible, be honoured with the declared 
approbation” of their Judge before angels 
and all mankind, and then aſcend with 
him to heaven, and ſ% ever be with the 
Lor — Believing theſe glorious truths, let 
us comfort ourſelves, and Inconrage aer 
another with theſe words. 

VIII. The truth declared by the voice 
from heaven ſhould reconcile the pious 
and good, the lovers of the Lord, to the 
thoughts and approaches of their diſſolu- 
tion. We muſt die that we may be bleſſed, 
yea; ſays the Spirit, that we may ' reff from 
our: Labburs; and receive the reward of 
our works. Labour and ſuffering are in 
a greater or leſs degree the - inſeparable at- 
tendants on mortality; and till we have 
off theſe bodies, we cannot be intire- 
y freed from evil, or in full poſſeſſion 
of good. The tired labourer wiſhes for 
reſt, perſons in pain for caſe, and the faith - 
ful diligent ſervant for the full reward of 
his labours; and ſhould not we chearfully 
#1:3 obey 


5 
23+ 


The A of thiſ - 


Lanes obey ont Maſter's voice, when he calls us 
a fr gps his Vineyard, and from 


a 15 hope of refreſhment, and * awaki 
new life and vigour with the 


fatigue, to receive 2 
lage reward n When ſpent 
Wich the labours of the day, we every 
on with - pleaſure throw ourſelves into 
the arms of ſleep, the image of death; = 


— 
day. And why ould we not as chear- 


fully commend. ourſelves to the reſt of the 


grave, and te the arms of death, when 
aſſured by Jeſus, who died and roſe again, a 
of awaking in the of the 2 
rection to immortal life; and when a 
voice from heaven for o encouragernent 
ith Lord, Get 
It is true, as "Fas 25 we 3 
labouring in the ſervice of ſo good a Maſ- 
ter, and of in our intereſt | in the 
rewards of heaven, we may cheatfully 
continue labours that will be * reward - 
ed. And ſurely when ſpent with labour, 
and worn out with ſickneſs: and pain, we 
| ſhould as chearfully accept our Maſter's 
call to reſt, and to our reward, How de- 
ſireable to be for ever releaſed from fick- 
neſs, pain, and wearineſs l To ience 
no more labour and in the pur- 


en — Þþ 


1 wb dir in ibe Lord 
the. exerciſes of devotion! How deſiteable 
w receive the full 
ter, to enter his preſence, 
with: his ſmiles ) | How defircable to be 
like the angels in wied . goodnets 
devotion, and city! How deſireable 
then ſhould it appear to thoſe; who have 
hived. to tbe Lord, to die in him! No- 
ching but a fooliſh: fondneſs for life, which 
if its evils did not cure, one would think 
the near & of heaven might; or 
elſe a doubt as] to our title to the promiſed 
reward, can make one loth to die, who 
delieves in God, and in | 
And if only this laſt cauſe males death 


Sermon 
approbation of our Maf- XVIII. 
and be bleſt 


appear terrible, we ſhould ſoon by reform- 


ing what occaſtoned 3 * ſears of 
death, and by greater diligence and faith+ 
fulneſs in our Maſter's ſervice, aſſure our 
title to his favour and rewards; and then 
the language of our ſouls would be, Come, 


Lord Feſus, ' Come quickly It is true, i 


ates nat yt vue ſhall: be; we 
cannot as yet fully apprehend che naturs 
and worth of the heavenly bleſſedneſs — 
But ſurely we feel the evils of the pre- 
ſent life enough to know, that an ever- 
g freedom from them is moſt defire- 


r and beiten, a de aſſuced that the 
„ vrpart 5 compleat 


. 


25 8 : 
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The Bliſedneſs of theſe - 


Sermon: compleat injoyment of theſe ;pleifarer will 


XVIII. 


1 Cor. xv. 


make us excreding happy. And) ſurely we 
hade ſeen alſo en ough of the power er, and 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of God in the frame 


of the world, and in the coutſe of is 
Providence, to be aſſured, that they will 
be perfectly 
make ſo; and eld indeed". to whom he 


py: whom he deſigns 0 


grants reſt from their labours and whoſe 
works of piety and obedience he rewards 


with the munificence of a Gd. 


Finally — Are the dead: bleſſed v die 
in the Lord? Let us imitate the faith, 
ety, patience, and charity of thoſe who 
ving died in the Lord are now! inhe= 
riting the promiſes; and be. Aedfaſt, immove- 


able; 1 abvunuing in tbe work ef the 


Lord, for as much at we know; tbat aur 
labour will not be in vain in the Lord. 


Have we been acquainted with fuch, been 


witneſſes to the holineſs and uſefulneſs of 
their lives, and perhaps alſo) to the ſere- 


2 nity or triumph of their dying hours? i Is 
their memory dear to us; and do we 


their abſence ?' Let the remem- 


brance excite us to a diligent imitation of 


their virtues; let their happy cloſe of life. 


recommend their courſe of life to us, and 
958 our * r a 1 


s 


— 


devoted ſervants of Chriſt. Let us ſet no 


| the righteous, and have our latter end like i. 10. 


> "obo" ure: in Nan” = Wo 
infinite! improved+-in! the worid vf ht Saz ese 1 
and 225 Though their ſpirits are 23 — i 
ladged, and their bodies mouldering in 
the duſt, their piety and virtue are not | 
loſt, nor their hopes and happineſs buried Feclef 
in the grave. Their ſpirits" urs returned, . 
to God who guve tbem; when ahſeur / Num 2 Cor. v. 
the bach tbey unt "preſent cut ibe Lund,. 
and rejoice in the happy fruits of their 
labours they already poſſeſs, and in the 
oertain hope of the yet more glorlous re- 
compence _ ſhall receive at the re- 
ſurrection. 


As therefore we would die the leath of No Numb. | 


theirs, let us live the life of the righte- 

ous, giving our main concern, application, 
and diligence to this great deſign. The 1 John ü. 
world paſſeth _ and the faſhion there- 7. 

of, but they who do the Will of God, abide 

for ever. While others therefore are the. 

ſlaves of worldly wealth; ot pleaſure, or 
ambition, let us learn N. he examples 

of our pious friends,- the chearful 


bounds to our ambition of the honours of 
the great day; or to our love of the riches 
and pleaſures of heaven. Let us make 
every day witneſs to a more compleat con- 
queſt over our paſſions, to more numerous 
inſtances of doing good, and more exalted 
Vor. I. K k - | GT 2” 


all evil, and enter on the 
155 as our portion for ever. 


|S) 
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. # 
% 


us all-ſo wiſe and. appy!: Aen. 


rees of gratitude, reſignation, and love'ts 
God, and we ſhall! then find the labours 

gur Maſter's ſervice cheared with ſu- 
Pleaſures here; and when we fol: 
Pous friends into the inviſible 
Nate, ſaalf be joined to ithe ſperits f the 
juſt made perfect, injoy an eternal reſt from 
perfection of 


7 Sad grant what. has been offered to our 


y greatly contribute to make 
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